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Its Back!

A fun winter tradition is back again this year after taking a year off due to poor ice conditions. New this year 
will be a live camera soon to be streaming. More details to come on the Cumberland Chamber of Commerce 
website. You can win your share of $1000 in prize money. Tickets can be purchased at Cumberland Federal 
Bank, Indianhead Sport Shop, Club Cumberland, Dairy State Bank, 1268 on Main, Spot Bar, Louies Finer Meats, 
Pendleton Pawn, Nilssens Foods and Island Wines. More locations to come.

Cumberland’s first Fire Chief A.H. KellermannEarly Fireman August Wolff

Statement Regarding 
COVID-19 Vaccine
by Laura Sauve, Barron 
County Health Officer and 
Public Health Manager. 

Now that the COVID-19 
vaccine is here, we under-
stand many people have 
questions. We know many 
are anxious to get the vac-
cine. We ask for patience as 
we move through this pro-
cess. Please monitor local 
news outlets often for the 
most accurate and up to date 
information. 

The State is taking the 
lead in distribution of the 
vaccine. Barron County 
does not have the author-
ity to decide when to move 
phases or who to vaccinate 
in those phases. The State 
decides when and how we 
move onto the next phas-
es. We have no timelines. 
There are still many un-
knowns in the process as we 
wait to hear more from the 
State. Public Health com-
municates any changes to 
those who need it as soon as 
possible after receiving the 
information from the State. 
We will continue to keep 
the community up to date as 
things change. 

As January 14th, we have 
been told that we will move 
into the first part of phase 
1B on January 18, which 
will include Police and Fire 
only. This means at this 
time, the vaccine will only 
be offered to Police and Fire 
personnel in that phase. We 
will let the public know as 
soon as we hear that we are 
able to move onto any other 
groups included in phase 
1B.  

When we receive infor-
mation from the State on the 
vaccine, it will be sent to all 
local newspapers and radio 
stations as well as many 
online news sources. We 
will also post to the Barron 
County Public Health Face-
book page and the Barron 
County website (www.bar-
roncountywi.gov). When 
essential workers are ready 
to be vaccinated, we will 
also share information with 
employers. Checking with 
your employer would also 
be a good way to stay in-
formed. 

When the vaccine be-
comes available to you, 
you will be able to receive 
your vaccine in a number 
of ways. You may get your 
vaccine at your workplace, 
through your healthcare 
provider, local retail phar-
macy, or at a local com-
munity vaccination event. 
More information will be 
shared as it becomes avail-
able. 

Right now, the supply 
of vaccines is limited. The 
manufacturers are working 
to make as much as possible 
as quickly as possible, but it 
will take time before every-
one can get it. Even though 
it might be awhile before 
you can get vaccinated, 
there are things you can do 
to help right now. 

• Keep protecting your-
self and others. It can take 
several weeks for the body 
to develop full immunity af-
ter both doses are received. 
This means that we must 
stay vigilant; we still need 
to wear masks, stay six 
feet away from others, and 
avoid high-risk situations 
that might cause the virus 
to spread until we know for 
sure that most people are 
protected. 

• Get a flu shot. Hospitals 
are struggling to keep up 
during this pandemic. Give 
them a helping hand by get-
ting a flu shot and prevent-
ing further spread of illness 
this winter.

• Spread the word about 
the COVID-19 vaccine. It is 
estimated that at least 7 out 
of every 10 people will need 
to be vaccinated in order to 
end this pandemic and get 
back to the things we love. 
Talking to your friends 
and family and encourag-
ing them to get their vac-
cine will help this happen 
quickly!

If you have questions on 
the COVID-19 vaccine, 
please contact the Wiscon-
sin Department of Health 
at DHSCOVIDVAC-
CINEPUBLIC@wi.gov

Something you should 
know about:  Kinship of 
Cumberland & Turtle Lake
by Hope Lee Vicich

As adults, it is our re-
sponsibility to help children 
grow and learn.  To teach 
them new ideas, show them 
the right way, and open their 
minds to new experiences. 
We should be there for 
them, supporting and en-
couraging them in all their 
endeavors.  When you do 
this for your own children, 
it is called parenting.  When 
you do it for someone else’s 
child, it is called mentoring.

I would like you to think 
back to when you were 
young.  Is there someone 
who stands out in your mem-
ories as the person you con-

sider instrumental in your 
becoming who you are to-
day?  A teacher, clergyman, 
coach, family friend or rela-
tive - anyone who taught you 
a skill or craft, encouraged 
you to try something new, 
gave you the chance to have 
a positive experience that 
changed how you thought 
of yourself or the world? 
Someone who gave you the 
support you needed to reach 
or achieve above and beyond 
what you thought you were 
capable of?  That person was 
your “mentor.”

As January is designated 
Cont’d on page 2

The January 18th meeting 
of the Cumberland School 
board started the new year 
with district reports.  First 
up was Education Director, 
Jamie Shaffer who gave an 
update on the staff devel-
opment day schedule of 
classes and events.  One of 
the classes will be a CPR 
certification training class 
taught by Nurse Kristin 
Olson.  Jamie also reported 
that Scholarships have been 
created for seniors who par-
ticipated  in the Title I read-
ing program as elementary 
school students. They are 
going through their records 
to make sure all the students 
who qualify are aware of 
this opportunity.  Jamie also 

told the Board that 53 of 
the 100 students currently 
enrolled in the Island City 
Virtual Academy will be re-
turning to physical classes 
for the 2nd semester.  Jamie 
has been working hard 
with the custodial staff and 
teachers to make the physi-
cal arrangements necessary 
for the students return to the 
classroom.  Some students 
were reassigned to different 
homerooms to keep classes 
balanced and allow for so-
cial distancing protocols. 
She also reported that three 
current physical students 
would be joining the ICVA 
for the 2nd semester.  

Next the board heard 
from Athletic Director 

Lorne Majewski. Lorne 
announced that the Middle 
School wrestlers will begin 
their season the beginning 
of February, and that the 
High School will be hosting 
the wrestling regional event 
here on January 30th. Lorne 
also mentioned that the 
there are plans for holding 
state tournaments for both 
boys and girls hockey, loca-
tions yet to be determined. 
Finally, Lorne announced 
that CHS Basketball player, 
Jack Martens scored his 
1,000 point last week.

District Nurse, Kristin 
Olson was next to address 
the board. Kristin was 
happy to state that so far 
at least, the dreaded “holi-

day exposure” surge hasn’t 
materialized.  Currently, 
the district has only three 
positive cases. There are 21 
students currently isolating 
because of possible expo-
sure through school (almost 
entirely due to sports) and 
19 quarantined due to pos-
sible exposure outside the 
school.  Many of the isola-
tion cases have chosen to 
isolate rather than test.  A 
reminder that all students in 
isolation/quarantine are still 
attending classes using the 
“blended” school format. 
Kristin also reported that she 
has received her first round 
of COVID vaccine and is 
due for her second later this 

Cont’d on page 3

Board approves Referendum for High School renovations

In Cumberland’s early 
years, there was no fire 
department, but in 1883, 
things changed when the 
city purchased its first fire 
engine. Prior to that, the 
only fire protection for our 
residents was the bucket 
brigades formed by ones 
neighbors.

The engine was bought 
second-hand and water was 
pumped by man power. “It 

was a man killer,” said the 
“Island City’s” first Fire 
Chief, A. H. Kellermann. 
“Five minutes of pumping 
was all a man could stand,” 
Kellermann added. 

Once the engine was pur-
chased it was necessary to 
build the city’s first engine 
house. Constructed not far 
from today’s library, it al-
most burned down before it 
was completed. A fire began 

in wood shavings left by the 
carpenters, but thankfully 
Kellermann and firefighter 
August Wolff were able 
to extinguished the blaze 
before much damage was 
done.

The  job of pulling the 
fire engine, went to the first 
team of horses to pull up 
to the station following the 
sounding of an alarm. The 
hose belonging to the en-

gine was 300 feet long and 
made of leather.

One of the worst early 
fires occurred shortly after 
the engine was purchased. 
It started around 2:00 in 
the afternoon on March 17, 
1884, at the Fuller Store, 
located near where Dona-
telle’s IGA was eventually 
to stand.

Before it could be con-
Cont’d on page 11

Firefighting in the Early Days of Cumberland”
by Mark R. Fuller
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Library Happenings 

Information regarding ETC events can be seen
 at www.cumberlandetc.com or you can "like"

 ETC on Facebook or watch the Advocate

ETC Encore
At 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 26th, 
you can watch this play on our 

Facebook page
Island City The Musical, 

The Next Generation
By Dave Evenson

Directed by Troy Lynch
Originally Staged July 2006

We hope you enjoy it.

Upcoming Events
Thursday, January 21st

5:45 pm • Boys JV Basketball vs Cameron  • HS Gym
7:15 pm • Boys Varsity Basketball vs Cameron  • HS Gym

Friday, January 22nd 
6 pm • Girls Varsity Basketball vs Solon Springs • HS Gym

Monday, January 25th
NO SCHOOL DISTRICT WIDE - Staff Development

Tuesday, January 26th
5:45 pm • Boys JV Basketball vs St. Croix Falls • HS Gym
7:15 pm • Boys Varsity Basketball vs St. Croix Falls • HS Gym

Community Ed Offerings

In order to protect the health and safety of our Students, 
Teachers, Staff and families, Cumberland School District 
will be following the guidelines for social distancing for 
the upcoming school year.  Also, all students, teachers and 
staff will be required to wear face coverings at the times 
when social distancing is not possible.

Thank you for your continued support of the 
Cumberland School District. #CSDGoBeavers

Reminder that all Cumberland High School 
Varsity and some lower level home events will be 
live streamed via YouTube, search Cumberland 

School District or go to the Athletics Page 
under High School on the District 

Website.  Away events can also often be seen 
using the visiting school website. 

GO BEAVERS!

The 1st event was very successful so...
we're back with 3 Great 

Hike-Yoga Outdoor Offerings 
No charge for these great 2021 events!

 Come join Pam Baker of Yoga Wildheart and Sue Greenway, a 
member of The Ice Age Trail Alliance, as they lead us in 3 more 
Hike/Yoga Treks!

Saturday, January 16, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.
Cumberland School District Forest

2764 4th St. Cumberland WI
 Saturday, January 30, 2021 at 10:00 a.m

 Grassy Land Trail • In Barronett take a right on 30th Av./County 
Line Road.  At 2.1 miles turn left on Lehman Lake Road. Proceed 

2.1 miles to trailhead. Follow yellow Ice Age Trail Event signs.
Saturday, February 20, 2021 at 10 a.m.

Timberland Hills Alternate Trail
1788 Boyd Ln., Barronett, WI 54813

  Questions or concerns? Susan Bridger, CCE Director,  715-822-
5121 ext. 403 or emailing sbrid@csdmail.com.

Social Distancing • Good Exercise • Fun for all

INTRODUCTION TO MEDITATION 
Pam Baker, Instructor

Classes will begin with a “Free” class
Thursday, January 14th at 7pm

Discussion will focus on what Meditation is / isn’t, benefits-types-
and a few tips! Followed by Guided Meditation and finally Q&A’s

Classes will continue for 4 Weeks
January 21& 28 February 4 & 18• Total Cost for 4 Classes $20
Each night will include an introduction to the type of meditation 
we will focus on and then a guided meditation followed by Q & 
A’s. All Sessions 30-40 minutes via Zoom. To Register or ask a 
question please contact: Susan Bridger CCE Director, 715-822-
5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

CUMBERLAND 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

4 year old kindergarten 
Program Enrollment

Registration information has 
been mailed to parents of chil-
dren who are eligible for the 
4-year-old kindergarten program 
as listed on the school census. 
Children who will be 4 years old 
before September 1, 2021 are 
eligible for the 4-year-old kinder-
garten program in the fall. If you 
did not receive information and 
have a child who will be 4 years 
old before September 1, 2021, 
please contact the Elementary 
school office at 822-5123 to en-
roll them. 

Enrollments are due as soon as 
possible. Thank you. 

on Staples Lake 
1977 Polk-Barron St.

Comstock

715-822-3223

Monday’s
Taco Pizza • Mexican Quesadillas 

Nachos • Fajtas • Taco Salad 

Fried Tacos • Beef Tacos & Fish Tacos

Tuesday’s
Sliders

Like us on 

Facebook!

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday • 3 pm-2 am

Closed Wednesdays • Friday • 3 pm-2:30 am

Saturday • 11 am-2:30 am • Sunday• 11 am-2 am

CHECK OUT THESE DAILY SPECIALS!

HOURS: 

Watch our Facebook page for Live 

Music announcements! 

The 5 O’Clock Club
     2639 Seventh Street 
           Cumberland, WI
715 - 822 - 2924

www.the5oclock.com • Like us on Facebook!

5 O’Clock Specials!
1/4 Rack of Ribs, Chicken Breast, Coleslaw, potato salad & Cookie $16

1/2 Rack of Ribs, Coleslaw, potato salad & Cookie $18
Take & Bake Lasagna for 4 with garlic Bread & Salad $24*

*Please give 24 hours notice*

• ALSO•
Tuesday • Wednesday • Thursday 

All-You-Can-Eat • Shrimp! $2100

We are serving Dine in • Take-out & Curbside!
Call anytime after 2 pm to reserve your meal for curbside or take out!

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.

Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 

For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

L i b r a r y 
reopens!

The Thomas St Angelo 
Public Library of Cumber-
land will be reopening its 
doors on Monday, January 
18th, with limited hours 
and services. 

Per BCPH safety guide-
lines, there will be a maxi-
mum capacity of 15 people 
in the building. Patrons 
are requested to wear face 
masks, use hand sanitizer, 
and limit their time when 
browsing materials, us-
ing the copy/fax/scanning 
machine, and using public 
computers. Curbside ser-
vice will continue.

Kinship..
as National Youth Men-
toring Month, I thought I 
would take this opportunity 
to remind you of a great 
local program where your 
time and talents can be used 
to nurture the youth of our 
community

Kinship of  Cumber-
land & Turtle Lake  is a 
youth mentoring program 
which matches volunteer 
adult partners with a child 
from age five through high 
school,  who have com-
mon interests.  Kinship 
of Cumberland & Turtle 
Lake has been performing 
this service for our com-
munity since 1999. Their 
stated mission is to provide 
positive role models and 
guidance to youth in our 
community. 

They receive no govern-
ment funding at all, but are 
instead funded through con-
tributions from local sourc-
es such as the United Fund 
of Cumberland, 3M, the 
Knights of Columbus, and 
other businesses, church-
es, individuals, and family 
foundations. All donations 
stay in this local Kinship 
program. Office space is 
donated by and located in 
Augustana Lutheran Church 
in Cumberland.

Kinship defines a mentor 
as a “trusted adult friend 
with a long-term, consistent 
commitment to provide 
guidance and support to 
youth.” In Cumberland, 
Kinship CTL has two levels 
of mentoring, community 
based and school based.  

The community based 
program currently has 47 
children. Right now, 16 
of those children  are un-
matched with mentors. The 
community based mentors 
work with the children out-
side of school doing a wide 
range of activities as diverse 
as the children themselves.  
From  cooking to snorkel-
ing, hiking to watching 
movies, the partners are 
encouraged to spend at least 
four hours a month together. 

But, like everything else, 
COVID has changed how 
Kinship can operate during 
the pandemic.  In past years, 
school-based mentoring (re-
ferred to as “Power Lunch”) 
was offered to children in 
the Cumberland school dis-
trict. “Power Lunch” men-
tors would meet with their 
partners a minimum of once 
a month (some meet as of-
ten as once a week) to have 
lunch and work on whatever 
school work the kids need 
encouragement in - reading, 
math, etc., however, COVID 
has made this aspect of 
mentoring unavailable at 
this time.  They hope to be 
able to bring it back again 
next school year. 

In addition to the one-
on-one time, Kinship CTL 
would hold monthly group 
activities for all the mem-
bers to get together for 
fun, but this, too, has been 
curtailed due to COVID. 
Also, their annual  fund-
raising event and Mentor 
Appreciation Dinner had to 
be canceled this year.

Past year’s outings in-
cluded bowling, fishing, 
Twins games,  theater out-
ings in the Twin Cities and 
Eau Claire, boat trips, and in 
partnership with the Knights 
of Columbus and Stipes 
Shows,  Kinship would 
sponsor the children to arm 
band day at the Rutabaga 
Festival.  

They hope that they will 
be able to start the monthly 
outings and other activities 
again, soon.

Who mentors the men-
tors?

Kinship continues under 
the leadership of Amanda 
Williams. Amanda took 
over as the  Director of Kin-
ship after   Jonelle Gideo 
was forced to step down 
because of health issues. 
Amanda had joined Kin-
ship in May of 2019 as 
Jonelle’s Assistant Director 
and when Jonelle needed 
to step down, Amanda was 
approached by the Board 
to fill the position. Amanda 
wanted everyone to know 
that “I still miss Jonelle like 
crazy!  I can always count 
on her support and help.”  
Amanda and Kinship also 
want to thank Jonelle for 
her years of service to the 
program and her continued 
support, even in retirement.

Kinship not only needed 
Amanda, but they need you 
too.  Whether you choose 
to become a mentor, a field 
trip helper or just make 
a donation, Kinship has 
a way for you to become 
involved. 

If you are interested in 
becoming a Kinship Men-
tor, the process is simple.  
Check out their new web-
site:  www.kinshipctl.org, 
or you can stop in and pick 
up an application at the Kin-
ship CTL office,  located at 
1025 Second Ave., PO Box 

441 in Cumberland, or call 
715-822-5553 and they will 
send you information in the 
mail.  All applications are 
carefully screened (includ-
ing background checks and 
home interviews) by the 
Kinship  selection com-
mittee. Approval will be 
based on the applicant’s 
possible contributions to 
the program and then the 
final matches will be made.

K i n s h i p  a l s o  n e e d s 
young people to be in-
volved - even if they don’t 
need mentoring.  Kinship 
has opportunities in their 
Youth Volunteer program 
for students beginning in 
seventh grade.  The stu-
dents go through an ap-
plication process and are 
selected by Amanda and 
the Board.

Kinship’s volunteers en-
rich young lives every day. 
When Kinskids were asked 
about their Mentors, some 
responses were “Everything 
we do together makes me 
smile” (Gessy); and “When 
they call to see how I’m 
doing, it makes me feel 
special” (Brenda).

Could you donate your 
time?  The time commit-
ment is up to you. Whether 
you contribute your time to 
a single event or commit to 
ongoing programs. Share 
your time, talents, skills, 
and efforts. Strengthen your 
community and inspire oth-
ers to do the same.  

 Kinship has youth wait-
ing.  Jonelle once told me: 
“Mentoring is one of the 
most significant ways you 
can make a positive impact 
in a child’s life.  No special 
skills are needed, just a car-
ing heart and willingness 
to share your time with a 
young person who may 
need you.” Jonelle went 
on to say: “I have heard 

many of our mentors say 
they thought they wouldn’t 
have time to be a men-
tor,  but they found they 
didn’t have to make extra 
time, they started to include 
their Kinskid in already 
planned family activities - 
to everyone’s enjoyment. 
Please consider becoming 
a mentor”

There are many ways 
you could contribute to 
Kinship.  They include 
organizational support; be-
coming a volunteer mem-
ber of the Board of Direc-
tors;  plan a fundraiser 
to support the mentoring 
programs; host an event 
for program participants, 
or sponsor an adult/youth 
mentoring match

You can also show your 
support with a charitable 
contribution. They are tax 
deductible “and very much 
appreciated” says Amanda.

In  c los ing ,  Amanda 
wanted to say “We sin-
cerely thank everyone in 
the community for the 
time you have given, your 
generous financial sup-
port ,  but,  most impor-
tantly, your trust in all of 

us running the program. 
You are touching the lives 
of the youth in Cumberland 
and Turtle Lake. Together we 
can make a difference!”

Show your support of our 
youth by becoming involved 
with this great organization.  
Mentor, volunteer or donate. 
However you choose to par-
ticipate you will get back so 
much more than you give.

Open Tuesday 

thru 

Sunday

Behind the Isle Theatre      www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321

Go Pack Go!
 packers vs. Buccaneers 

This Sunday • January 24 • 2 pm

Nezzy’s KITCHEN HOURS: Monday • Closed
Tues-Thurs 11 am-8 pm • Fri. & Sat. 10 am - 9 pm 

Sun 10 am-6 pm(Pizzas & Appetizers until 7pm)
***Hours Subject to Change***

New! Now offering “Take & Bake” 
for any of our 12 or 16 inch Pizzas! 
Dine in • Take-out • Curbside Available
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Northwoods Notebook: ETC still presenting - 
thanks to Jeremy    By Larry Werner

Amid the pandemic the Almena Sportsmen’s Club saw one of it’s best 
years ever for last weekend’s Upper Turtle Lake Ice Fishing Contests held 

Sunday from 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Hundreds of people flocked to the lake 
during a nearly perfect day for ice fishing.

    The largest catch of the day went to Gage Steffen with a 10-lb., 1 oz. 
northern. Hunter Heintz followed with a 5-lb. 9-1/2 oz  walleye.   

Winners included:
    NORTHERN

Gage Steffen, 10-lb., 1 oz • Alex Moen 3-lb., 1-1/2 oz.
    WALLEYE

Hunter Heintz, 5-lb., 9-1/2 oz • Brady Garner (drawn) 
    BASS

James Shafer, 4-lb., 12 oz • Aiden Lund, 4-lb., 6-1/2 oz 
    CRAPPIE

Payton Volrath, 9.4-oz • John Kirchner, 9-oz 
    BLUEGILL

Tie - David Bauer & Adam Waite, 5.4-oz.
    PERCH

Russ Bown, 11.3-oz., Axel Durand, 9.7-oz.
                   

DRAWING - ION Ice Auger - Jamie Humphrey

Cash prizes - Holly Johnson, Kurt Bussewitz, Willy 
Boe, Lauren Henninger, Indianhead Sport Shop.

    The Almena Sportsmen’s Club thanks 
everyone who made the contest the 

huge success it was.

I was asked to serve 
on the board of Enrich-
ment Through Culture, our 
30-year-old arts council, af-
ter writing a column about 
a performance of the play 
The Spitfire Grill in the 
old Catholic church that is 
Cumberland’s arts center.

When I joined about five 
years ago, the board con-
sisted of others who, let’s 
say, were of a certain age 
— most, like me, retired, 
and others within spitting 
distance of what some call 
the “golden years.” 

A few years into my 
time as a board member, 
someone suggested we 
invite a young fellow to 
join us who was in The 
Spitfire Grill, and who 
has been on the arts center 
stage many times before 
and since. His name is 
Jeremy Westin, and he 
might be the most valu-
able player in our group 
since he agreed to join the 
old folks at the board ta-
ble in the arts center base-
ment.

Not that other mem-
bers aren’t important to 
running the organiza-
tion. Roger Thorp takes 
care of the grounds and 
building; Dave Evenson 
is always using his car-
pentry skills to make im-
provements ranging from 
renovating restrooms to 
patching our leaky roof; 
Mike Clay’s expertise in 
theater is invaluable in 
our dramatic productions; 
Tom Toftness’s lifetime 
of experience in music is 
called upon when we’re 
doing musical presenta-
tions; Deanna Snow, an 
accountant, crunches the 
numbers, good and bad, 
and Lori Bock presides 
over the group with a 
businesslike calm and 
good humor.

But when we want to 
try something new, we 
turn to Jeremy, who is our 
technology whiz. And he 
figures out how we can do 
it, whether it’s projecting 
images onto a backdrop; 
improving the sound or 
lighting in the old build-
ing; showing movies, or 
presenting plays and con-
certs when a pandemic 
has prevented us from do-
ing plays and concerts in 
front of a live audience.

Currently, Jeremy is us-
ing some equipment ETC 
purchased to show old pro-
ductions on the Enrichment 
Through Culture Facebook 
page. He’s dug out old 
DVDs, and every Tuesday, 
he pushes some buttons on 
his computer to make an old 
production available to you 
on computers, phones or 
smart TVs. It’s called ETC 
Encore, and the next one is 
a production of Evenson’s 
Island City the Musical/The 
Next Generation. 

A few weeks back, Jer-
emy played the version of 
Dave’s musical revue that 
was performed by adults, 
and beginning at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 26, you can 
watch the kids’ take on our 
little town.

Over the summer, we 
moved our Island City Mu-
sic series into Augustana 
Lutheran Church, with 
performers at the church 
and the audience in living 
rooms all over the com-
munity and the country. I 
loved it when Judy Jacob-
son, who now lives in Ari-
zona, posted on Facebook 
one Tuesday, “Is ETC on 
tonight?”

Yes, we can do these 
things because of technolo-
gy, but we couldn’t do them 
without someone like Jer-
emy, who understands how 
to use technology, which is 

what he does at Ardisam in 
his day job. At night, he 
performs and presents mu-
sical and dramatic arts.

Having grown up in a 
musical family, son of 
Higher Vision leader John 
Westin, Jeremy sings and 
plays guitar in a band 
called Cool to the Touch, 
and is an accomplished 
actor. His role as the white 
doe in Guys & Does will go 
down in ETC history as a 
madcap classic. 

Whoever invited Jere-
my Westin to join the ETC 
board of directors should 
get an ETCie Award for 
best recruitment decision. 

And for you, Judy 
Jacobson, and our other 
Facebook friends, here, 
thanks to the magic of 
technology and Jeremy 
Westin, is what’s coming 
up in our Encore series:

• Island City The Musi-
cal, The Next Generation

By Dave Evenson
Directed by Troy Lynch
Staged July 2006
Encore date: Jan 26, 

7pm
• A Winter Wish
A movie, written and di-

rected by Scott R. Thomp-
son

Premiered May 2006
Made entirely in Cum-

berland, WI, using only 
local and regional actors 
and crew.

“A Winter Wish” is a 
lighthearted family com-
edy about a mother’s last 
wish for her four adult 
children who need a les-
son in what makes some-
one truly rich.

Encore date: Feb 9, 7pm
• Cactus Butte, USA
Written and Directed by 

Dave Evenson
Staged Rutabaga 2007
Encore date: Feb. 23
Larry Werner’s email is 

lhwerner47@gmail.com.

Referendum...
week.  All other staff who 
work under Kristin’s di-
rection and might have 
possible contact with  
positive kids (the office 
personnel) have also been 
offered vaccinations in 
the first round. Teachers, 
Administrators and other 
school staff are in the next 
“tier” of vaccine rollout 
plan. They have already 
surveyed the district em-
ployees as to their inter-
est in receiving vaccines, 
so as to have availability 
for all who wish to receive 
the vaccine.

After the reports, the 
Board moved onto the ac-
tion items.  They first ap-
proved the number of open 
enrollment spaces for the 
2021 – 2022 school year. 
Each school has openings 
for regular students but 
the Special Ed enrollment 
is as full as it can be and 
allow for flexibility for 
those currently in the pro-
gram and allowances for 
students who may move 
into the district between 
now and the start of the 
new year. 

Also approved was 
James Reidy’s resignation 
as Middle School Assis-
tant Track Coach, and the 
approval of hiring Beth 
Ranallo as the new Food 
Service Supervisor.

Finally, the Board 
passed two resolutions, 
one authorizing the issu-
ance of general obligation 
bonds in an amount not to 
exceed $32,500,000, and 
the other authorizing the 
referendum question re-
garding those bonds to be 
put before the electors on 
the ballot for the April 6th 
election.  

Details of the referen-
dum are available at the 
District Office. A compre-
hensive overview of the 
plans for the High School 
renovations  and additions 
which are to be funded 
by the bond issue will be 
published in next week’s 
Advocate.

In administrative re-
ports, Elementary School 
Principal Jim Ritchie gave 
a shout out to Community 
Ed Director Susan Bridg-
er and instructor Pam 
Baker for their snowshoe 
hike event held out at the 
school forest.  They had 
30+ participants, many of 
whom had never been to 
the school forest before.  
Everyone was impressed 
by the facility. Jim also an-
nounced that they have been 
letting the kids take their iPads 
home on Wednesday nights.  
It has been a big hit. They also 
allowed the kids to have their 
iPads home over Christmas 

break and that program went 
well, too.

High School Principal, 
Ritchie Narges announced 
that 25 students have signed 
up for the Ice Fishing team 
this year.  Their first event is 
later this month. He also re-
ported that preparations are 
underway for this year’s Sen-
ior Speeches.  The exact for-
mat (in-person/taped/online) 
is yet to be determined.

Colin Green, Middle 
School Principal, reported that 
the Middle School basketball 
season is getting underway. 
The MS allows students to 
sign up for seats in a special 
section at the MS games.  It 
worked well for the fall sports 
and so they are continuing the 
program for winter.

The School Board is plan-
ning community informa-
tion sessions regarding the 
bond issue referendum/
renovation plans in the 
near future.  Please watch 
the Advocate for any an-
nouncements.  The Board 
is scheduled to meet for 
their next regular session 
on February 22nd at 6 
pm in the Middle School 
Commons.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be tick-
eted or towed.

Rick Rieper
Cumberland Chief of Police

Reminder to City 
Residents! It is 
your responsibility
to keep your 
mailboxes cleared 
for mail 
delivery

 City of 
Cumberland 
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

“Pieces falling into place to improve Wisconsin’s high-speed broadband access”
By Tom Still
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MADISON, WI: When 
Gov. Tony Evers declared 
2021 to be the “Year of Broad-
band Access” in Wisconsin, 
that line in his annual State of 
the State speech likely reso-
nated with people statewide, 
especially those living and 
working in rural Wisconsin.

As Evers and others fa-
miliar with the size of the 
broadband challenge know, it 
will take more than a year to 
connect people in the state’s 
communications deserts to 
competitive, high-speed inter-
net. Still, the elements are in 
place to dramatically improve 
access within the decade.

That’s essential for eco-
nomic and social progress 
over time, as the COVID-19 
pandemic demonstrated just 
how important high-speed 
bandwidth is to Main Street 
businesses, education, health 
care, public safety and more.

Evers announced Jan. 12 
he wants state government to 
invest $200 million in broad-
band infrastructure, the details 
of which have yet to emerge 
but may likely be included 
in his 2021-2023 budget pro-
posal. It could expand on the 
state’s existing broadband ex-
pansion grant program, which 
is run by the Public Service 
Commission.

That effort has led to 210 

grants since 2014 to qualified 
applicants who have connect-
ed, or will soon connect, more 
than 7,000 businesses and 
117,000 homes to high-speed 
internet. The PSC recently 
received 124 requests totaling 
$62 million for the remaining 
$24 million in the current state 
budget, so demand is running 
well ahead of supply. Match-
ing dollars from applicants are 
typically needed to lever the 
value of the grant.  

This year will see the offi-
cial end of the federal Connect 
America Fund 2 in Wisconsin. 
Only California among the 50 
states received more federal 
dollars than Wisconsin over 
four years to enhance broad-
band downloads and uploads 
in places that are isolated 
and otherwise underserved. 
About $570 million was al-
lotted over six years to three 
providers – CenturyLink, 
Frontier and AT&T, in order 
of competitive grant size – to 
augment private investments 
in broadband by those same 
companies.

The federal broadband in-
vestment in Wisconsin and 
elsewhere is far from over, 
however.

The Federal Communi-
cations Commission cre-
ated a $20.4 billion Rural 
Digital Opportunity Fund in 

mid-2019 that aims to bring 
high-speed, fixed broadband 
service to rural homes and 
small businesses that lack it. It 
will build on CAF 2 through 
a two-part “auction” process 
targeting census blocks that 
are entirely unserved or par-
tially so.

The first auction in Wis-
consin resulted in 14 winning 
bids, although each entity 
must complete a “long-form” 
application to the FCC to 
demonstrate they can do what 
they pledge to do over the 10-
year life of the program. The 
Wisconsin dollars in the FCC 
program stand to be concen-
trated with two players, CCO 
Holdings LLC, which is an 
indirect subsidiary of Charter 
Communications, and LTD 
Broadband LLC, which cur-
rently does business in Min-
nesota, Iowa and Nebraska.

Another federal investment 
was contained in the $900 bil-
lion COVID-19 relief pack-
age passed by Congress in late 
December. That bill sets aside 
$7 billion for broadband ini-
tiatives in states and commu-
nities across the United States.

The biggest chunk is $3.2 
billion to create an Emergency 
Broadband Benefit Program 
for low-income people. Other 
projects include $1 billion for 
tribal lands, of which Wis-

consin has spread across 11 
major locations; $300 million 
for competitive grants; $285 
million for communities with 
large minority populations; 
$250 million for telehealth 
programs; $100 million for 
distance learning; $1.9 billion 
for cybersecurity equipment 
and money for broadband 
mapping.

The trick is making these 
various state, federal and 
private programs work to-
gether efficiently.

“There are a lot of tools 
in the toolbox. That’s good, 
because not any single tool 
will work for all circum-
stances,” said one broad-
band expert. “It’s really a 
matter of which technology 
plans will pan out, which 
plans can connect the most 
people, and which will do 
so most efficiently. Eve-
ryone involved will want 
to make the best use of the 
dollars and not duplicate ef-
fort.”

Year of Broadband Ac-
cess? Yes, but it will take a 
bit longer than 2021 to pull 
Wisconsin up in the 50-state 
standings.       Still is 
president of the Wisconsin 
Technology Council. He 
can be reached at tstill@
wisconsintechnologycoun-
cil.com.

WEATHER
Date    Hi  Lo   Pre. Snow   
01/12  30    8    0.00  0.00
01/13  23   10   0.00  0.00
01/14  31    8    0.00  0.00
01/15  35   28   0.30    .16
01/16  34   28   0.05   0.2
01/17  31   21   0.01  0.1
01/18  24  17    0101  0.4

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for the 

previous 24 hours and are provided by 
the Cumberland  Utility Office

2021

10 Years Ago
January 26, 2011

On Saturday, January 
22nd at 3:45 am, a water 
main ruptured on Webb 
Street near the Senior Cen-
ter. Over 2,000 gallons of 
water a minute was spew-
ing from the leak. Cumber-
land Utility General Man-
ager Charles Christensen 
said it was the worst leak 
he has ever seen in his 33 
years. The leak was so 
severe that it caused the 
blacktop to collapse with 
a worker operating a skid-
steer falling into the hole. 
No one was injured. 

Kevin Larson became 
the first person in over 
30 years to roll a perfect 
game during last Wednes-
day nights league action 
at Club Cumberland. The 
last person to roll a perfect 
game was Earl Meyer in 
the late 70’s.

 
 20 Years Ago

January 24, 2001
Retiring Cumberland 

Fire District Chief, Bob 
Mach, was honored at the 
monthly fire meeting held 
on Monday evening in the 
fire hall. Mach was pre-
sented with a plaque and 
a watch. Mach began his 
career on September 10, 
1962. He became chief in 
1973 and retired from the 
department on December 
31, 2000. 

30 Years Ago
January 23, 1991

The Minnesota Twins 
s t o p p e d  i n  t o w n  l a s t 
Wednesday and provided 
a talk to the Junior High 
in the afternoon, followed 

by a meal at the Tower 
House, with 48 people in 
attendance. Randy Bush 
and rookie Chuck Kno-
blauch represented the 
Twins. They also signed 
autographs.

Ken Barrows, president 
of Cumberland Federal 
Savings and Loan Asso-
ciation,  announced the 
association has changed its 
charter to that of a Federal 
Savings Bank and it will 
now be known as Cumber-
land Federal Bank, F. S. B.  

 
 40 Years Ago

January 21, 1981
Members of the 1981 

Court for the annual CHS 
Red and White are: Car-
rie Kieffer, Dan Capra, 
Alan Holmes, Joe Feidt, 
Fred Grant ,  Laura Da-
gue, Synnove Vatn, Trudy 
Thompson, Tim Walsh, 
Judy Damico, Kay Beh-
ling, and Gary Nyhus. 

Dennis Kraft,  owner 
and operator of Island City 
Produce, where Cumber-
land’s famous rutabagas 
are grown and processed, 
was recently presented 
with an award from the 
West CAP representative 
for Barron County. The 
award was an Apprecia-
tion of Meritorious Service 
Certificate and presented 
to Kraft for “creating eco-
nomic opportunities for 
low-income residents of 
Barron County.” 

 50 Years Ago
January 21, 1971

Jim Klobuchar, colum-
nist for the Minneapolis 
Star, author, and radio and 
TV personality, will be 

the speaker at the Cum-
berland Chamber of Com-
merce annual banquet next 
Monday. The chamber will 
also award outstanding 
citizens awards to William 
G. Talbot, and George De-
Dominces.

   
 70 Years Ago

January 25, 1951
Fred Moser, CHS prin-

cipal, announced this week 
that Mrs. Hopkins, who 
has been teaching Eng-
lish and Speech classes, 
announced she would be 
retiring. Moser praised 
her work during the past 
seven years on the faculty. 
Especially notable were 
her efforts in the fields of 
Forensics and Dramatics. 
Her students took high 
awards in various district 
competitions.

Local police officers 
have reported several in-
stances recently in which 
motorists have driven past 
the schools at excessive 
rates of speed, according 
to Police Chief Herman 
Heldstab. Most of these 
instances have occurred 
during the noon-hour when 
there are many children in 
the area. Motorists will be 
checked closely with regard 
to rate of speed and violators 
will be arrested. 

 
 80 Years Ago

January 23, 1941
Engwald R. Moe, of 

Cumberland and from Post 
#12 of the Cumberland 
American Legion, sent a 
wire to President Roosevelt 
at the Whitehouse in Wash-
ington congratulating him on 
his radio Fireside Chat of the 

day before in which he spoke 
on the national defense pro-
gram of the nation. 

 90 years Ago
January 22, 1931

The Boy Scouts of Cum-
berland will sponsor a dog 
derby to take place about 
the middle of February. The 
dogs will be driven single, 
and the driver must ride his 
sled. 

Thanks
for  reading

The 
Advocate

By Craig Bucher
As weekly readers of this newspaper, you 

saw that I didn’t write a column last week.  I 
haven’t been on vacation and I am not sick.  I 
just couldn’t write last week.  All I could think 
about was the ugly show playing out in count-
less videos of the storming of our national 
Capitol. The violence was ugly but even more 
disturbing to me were two symbols that repre-
sent the worst of our society.  The image of the 
man carrying the Confederate battle flag across 
Statuary Hall and the makeshift gallows fram-
ing the Capitol.  This coupled with the words 
“hang Mike Pence” and “Where’s Nancy.” 
swirled in my head.  

A week later it is still difficult to comprehend 
that this is happening to my Capitol.  It is al-
most impossible to realize that those people 
who are storming the capital are my  fellow 
Americans who, I believe, have become mixed 
up because of a big lie. “The election was sto-
len” from Donald Trump, is repeated over and 
over again, and has become accepted as truth 
by Trump supporters.  Election officials and 58 
different courts throughout the country have re-
jected every claim by Trump supporters.  There 
was no significant voter fraud - the election 
was fair and Biden won and Trump lost.  That 
didn’t matter to those supporters who stormed 
the Capitol.  They “drank the kool-aid”  and 
they swallowed the propaganda. Adolf Hitler, in 
Mein Kampf, devotes two chapters to propagan-
da and its importance. He said - use of a lie so 
colossal that no one would believe that someone  
“could have the impudence to distort the truth so 
infamously.” That, in the big lie there is always 
a certain force of credibility; because the broad 
masses of a nation are always more easily cor-
rupted . . . they more readily fall victims to the 
big lie than the small lie, since they themselves 
often tell small lies in little matters but would be 
ashamed to resort to large-scale falsehoods.” 
(James Murphy’s translation of Mein Kampf )  

I think we all are susceptible to believing 
“the big lie” and to protect ourselves we can 
use the check list put out by the Internation-
al Federation of Library Associations.  They 
suggest 1. Consider the Source (Investigate 
the web site or check its mission) 2. Read Be-
yond (Headlines can be outrageous in an ef-
fort to get attention - what is the whole story). 
3. Check the Author (Do a quick search on 
the author. Is he real) 4. Supporting Sources? 
(Are there any? Does the information used 
support the story) 5. Check the Date (Old 
news stories, doesn’t mean it is relevant to 
current events) 6. Is it a Joke? (If it is so out-
landish it might be satire). 7. Check your bi-
ases (consider if your own beliefs could affect 
your judgement). 8. Ask the experts (Ask a 
librarian  or consult a fact-checking site). 

I want my country whole again.  I want to re-
spect my fellow Americans, no matter who they 
supported in the last election. I want everyone 
of us to work together to make America move 
forward to a great twenty-first century.  We can 
do it if we all reject the “big lie.”  Our Capitol 
is a sacred part of our democracy. Violence has 
no part in our democracy. I don’t want to see 
the ugliness of the Confederate battle flag in 
the Capitol or the imagery of a gallows framing 
the Capitol. I resolve to work for a reunification 
of America.  Please join me.

SEE  YOU NEXT WEEK! 
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Traffic Court 
Joni D. Bontrager, 21, 

Almena, driving too fast for 
conditions, $213.10. Ryan 
A. Ellsworth, 26, Prairie 
Farm, failure to stop at a 
stop sign, $175.30. Erik S. 
Fagerlin, 18, Hillsdale, fail-
ure to keep vehicle under 
control, $213.10. and fail-
ure of operator to notify po-
lice of an accident, $389.50. 
Fernando G. Alvarado, 29, 
Shell Lake, OWI, $987.50, 
and operating a motor vehi-
cle without a valid driver’s 
license, $200.50. Marc V. 
Olsen, 40, Osceola, speed-
ing, $225.70. Jesse J. Un-
ruh, 30, no address, OWI 
with passenger under 16 
years old, $1429.00. Marc 
V. Olsen, 40, of Osceola, 
speeding, $225.70. 

Complaints 
Dylan A. Bechard, 17, of 

Dallas, has been charged 
with operating a snowmo-
bile on private property. His 
court date is scheduled for 
February 17, 2021.
Andrew S. Peltier, 17, of 

Dallas, has been charged 
with operating a snowmo-
bile on private property. His 
court date is scheduled for 
February 17, 2021.
Nicholas R. Virkus, 18, 

of Prairie Farm, has been 
charged with operating a 
snowmobile on private prop-
erty. His court date is sched-
uled for February 17, 2021.
Eric L. Odden, 40, of Al-

mena, has been charged with 
trespass to land. His court  
date is scheduled for January 
27, 2021.
Maleia R. Odden, 47, of 

Almena,  has been charged 
with trespass to land. Her 
court date is scheduled for 
January 27, 2021.

Criminal
Complaints

  Justin P. Bricco, 38, of Rice 
Lake, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and re-
sisting or obstructing an of-
ficer. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
March 10, 2021.
Cody A. Kapaun, 25, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with battery, domestic abuse, 
disorderly conduct, and 
criminal damage to property. 
His adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Janu-
ary 20, 2021.
Levi A. Hanson, 26, of 

Weyerhaeuser, has been 
charged with OWI, and re-
sisting or obstructing an of-
ficer. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for February 
10, 2021.
Nathan P. Hanson, 36, of 

Weyerhaeuser, has been 
charged with possession of 
THC, and resisting or ob-
structing an officer. His ini-
tial appearance was sched-
uled for January 14, 2021.
Jason J. Hunziker, 35, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with criminal trespass to 
dwelling, and theft-movable 
property. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Febru-
ary 17, 2021.
Wade L. Pitrucha, 35, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with possession of THC, and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for January 20, 
2021.
Justin S. Lemieux, 25, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with OWI, operat-
ing with PAC, and operating 
while revoked. His initial 

appearance is scheduled for 
January 20, 2021.
Cody A. Wilson, 24, of Mi-

nong, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct, resist-
ing or obstructing an officer, 
battery or threat to judge, 
prosecutor, or law enforce-
ment officer, and throw/dis-
charge bodily fluid at public 
safety worker or prosecutor. 
His preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for January 15, 
2021.
Gerald J. Carptenter, 62, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with retail theft-intentionally 
take. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for February 3, 
2021.
Kempton W. Manske, 54, 

of Clayton, has been charged 
with retail theft-intentionally 
take. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for February 3, 
3021.
Bernardo D. Garcia, 47, 

of Turtle Lake, has been 
charged with OWI, and 
possession of methamphet-
amine. His preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for January 
22, 2021.
Mellisa K. Fry, 38, of Cam-

eron, has been charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Her pre-
liminary hearing is sched-
uled for January 22, 2021.
Damion M. Larson, 28, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with manufacture/deliver 
amphetamine, possession 
w/intent-amphetamine, and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. His arraignment 
is scheduled for March 26, 
2021.
Andre A. Doby, 26, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct, domes-
tic abuse, criminal damage 
to property, and intimidate 
victim/dissuade reporting. 
His adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Janu-
ary 20, 2021.
Jeffrey W. Young Jr., 35, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine, repeater, and 
OWI. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
January 20, 2021.
Brandon C. Purintun, 

28, of Cameron, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, repeater, 
misdemeanor retail theft-
intentionally take, felony 
intimidation of a victim, and 
disorderly conduct. 
On December 24, 2020, at 

approximately 1:01 pm, Of-
ficer Phillips with the City 
of Rice Lake Police Depart-
ment, responded to Walmart 
in Rice Lake.
Officer Phillips reports 

he was advised by dispatch 
that a Walmart loss preven-
tion associate had called to 
report she had a male sub-
ject in her office for a retail 
theft, and that the subject 
had threatened her to not 
call the police and was be-
ing uncooperative. Officer 
Phillips reports that while in 
route, dispatch advised that 
the associate had reported 
the subject had left the store 
walking towards row 9 in the 
parking lot. 
Officer Phillips reports he 

located the vehicle as it was 
leaving row 9, and stoppped 
the vehicle in front of the 
grocery entrance.
Officer Phillips reports the 

subject identified himself as 
Brandon Purintun, herein-
after the defendant. Officer 
Phillips reports he eventu-
ally searched Purintun, and 
located a small plastic bag-
gie in his front right watch 
pocket, which contained a 
white crystal-like substance. 
Officer Phillips reports Pu-

rintun immediately stated 
that he was willing to work 
with law enforcement and 
tell him where he bought the 
substance in order to avoid 
going to jail. Officer Phillips 
reports he later made con-
tact with the associate, who 
advised that Purintun had 
used bar codes from cheaper 
items to cover up bar codes 
for more expensive items 
while using the self-check-
out.
Officer Phillips reports he 

eventually field tested the 
substance he found using a 
Nark II field test kit, which 
yielded a positive result for 
the presence of methamphet-
amine.
On December 24, 2020, 

the associate received a call 
regarding a suspicious male 
subject later identified as 
Purintun in the electronics 
department who placed a 
coat over merchandise. The 
associate states she observed 
Purintun select a motorcycle 
tank bag, and saw him place 
what appeared to be a UPC 
label over the UPC on the 
tank bag.
The associate states she 

followed Purintun, who 
ultimately made his way 
to the self-checkout, and 
through a camera using 
their computer system, she 
could see  Purintun scan 
incorrect UPC’s on items 
he was scanning. The as-
sociate states Purintun in-
correctly scanned $193.43 
worth of merchandise.
The associate states a few 

minutes later she stopped 
Purintun in the grocery 
vestibule and asked him 
if he would come back in 
the office where they could 
discuss the situation.
The associate states that 

immediately after asking 
this question, Purintun 
responded in a quiet but 
aggressive manner, “what 
did I do?’, “I did nothing 
wrong, so move out of my 
way.” The associate states 
that she told Purintun that 
if they went back inside, 
she could explain the situ-
ation, and it would not take 
very long, and Purintun’s 
body language became 
very stiff.
The associate states that 

during her interaction with 
him in the vestibule, Pu-
rintun repeated over and 
over again  that if she got 
the police involved, she 
“would be sorry”, and it 
would be the last thing that 
she did.
The associate states  that 

she proceeded to tell Pu-
rintun “I’m sorry, I must 
have stopped the wrong 
person at the door, and 
it was completely my 
fault...” and indicated that 
Purnitun was free to leave. 
The associate indicates 
that she moved away from 
the cart, and towards the 
door to go back inside, and 
Purintun turned torwards 
her and followed her. The 
associcate states that she 
again informed Purintun 
that she made a mistake 
and that he was free to 
leave, and Purintun again 
moved towards her and 
said, “Too bad you wanted 
to start this, so let’s finsih 
this.” 
The associate states she 

saw Purintun reach into his 
pocket, and then he stated, 
“well let’s go inside, I will 
follow you.”
The associate states at this 

point she was very worried 
about what Purintun would 
do, and Purintun appeared 
very anxious, and was 
constantly looking around. 

The associate states at that 
point she began walking 
towards the general mer-
chandise doors, towards 
where the asset protection 
office is located. The asso-
ciate states that about half 
way to the office, Purintun 
looked at her and stated, 
“you better not get the 
police involved or you’ll 
be sorry.” The associate 
reports she responded by 
stating again, “I’m really 
sorry I had the wrong per-
son, and I can show you 
another exit.”
The associate states that 

she pointed out the exit to 
Purintun and informed him 
that she would not call the 
police, but Purintun re-
plied, “no you wanted it, so 
we are going to finsih this.” 
The associate states that 

she was able to make eye 
contact with her manager, 
who then became involved. 
The associate states Purin-
tun pushed the cart towards 
her, and then stated, “do 
whatever you have to do, 
but don’t contact the police 
because you will be very 
sorry.” The associate states 
at this time she and her 
manager assured Purintun 
that they would not contact 
the police, and he could 
leave with all the merchan-
dise, as it was their fault, 
and Purintun responded, 
“don’t you lie to me, let’s 
go in the office and finish 
this.” The associate reports 
she pushed the cart into 
the asset proctection of-
fice, and that her manager 
followed her, and Purintun 
blocked the doorway and 
refused to come inside.
The manager states, in a 

signed statement attached  
to Officer Phillips, that 
they entered the office and 
Purintun stated that they 
should do what they had to 
do, but they better not have 
called the cops and if they 
did it would be the worst 
mistake of their lives and 
he could fix it right then.
The associate reports 

while in the office, Pu-
rintun turned away and 
looked towards the exit, at 
which point the associate 
whispered to her manager 
to speak with Purintun so 
that she could attempt to 
contact the Rice Lake Po-
lice Department. The asso-
ciate states she then moved 
around the corner to try 
and make the call, but then 
heard Purintun state, “you 
better not get the police in-
volved or you’ll be sorry,” 
so she quickly hung up the 
phone.
The assoicate reports she 

quickly grabbed two boxes 
out of the cart, went to the 
office doorway, and told 
Purintun that she was un-
able to scan the boxes and 
needed to go to an actual 
register. The associates 
states Purintun replied, 
“you just want to call the 
police.” The associate 
states she told Purintun she 
was just trying to scan the 
items like he wanted her 
to, and that she offered to 
have Purnitun follow her 
so he would watch her scan 
the items, but Purintun im-
mediately turned to the 
manager and stated, “if I do 
that then she will call the 
police, and you don’t want 
to do that.”
The assoicate informed 

Purintun that it would only 
take a mintue, that she 
would not call the police, 
and Purintun turned back to 
her and stated, “you better 
not be lying to me.”
The associate reports she 

then went into the return 
area and immediately con-
tacted dispatch requesting 
assistance, and advised the 
officers that when they ar-
rived she would not be 
able to answer her phone 
because Purintun had told 
her she was not allowed to 
contact the police.
The associate states she 

then took a moment to 
catch her breath, and figure 
out what to do to make sure 
nobody in the store got 
hurt, and that she returned 
to  the office with with Pu-
rintun at the door. The as-
sociate states Purintun said, 
“you called the police didn’t 
you? I promis you will be 
very sorry you ever did that. 
We can end this right here 
right now.” 
The associate states she told 

Purintun that she did not call 
the police, and had only got-
ten the prices on the items. 
The associate states for the 
next five minutes she took 
pictures of the evidence, but 
Purintun continued to refuse 
to leave, stating “you still 
have stuff to get done.” The 
associate states that she in-
formed Purintun that the last 
thing she needed to do was 
complete the case form with 
Purintun’s information, and 
Purintun responded, “I’m not 
giving you that, actually its 
Jeff.”
The associate states that she 

told Purintun that she was 
done, and pushed the cart to-
wards the door, and told Pu-
rintun he could have all the 

merchandise. The associate 
states Purintun responded, 
“you better not have involved 
the police because you will be 
really sorry.” The associate 
reports she again informed 
Purintun that she had not con-
tacted the police, and he could 
exit out the general merchan-
dise doors.
The associate reports Purin-

tun exited the store, and she 
then called dispatch, which 
informed her that officers 
were pulling into the parking 
lot at that time. The associate 
reports that Purintun noticed 
the squad’s pulling in and 
sprinted to his vehicle. 
The associate states officers 

stopped Purintun outside the 
grocery doors, and when Pu-
rintun exited his vehicle, he 
made eye contact with the as-
sociate and the manager.
If convicted for possession 

of methamphetamine, Purin-
tun may be fined not more 
than $10,000 or imprisoned 
not more than three years 
and six months or both. For 
misdemeanor retail theft-
intentionally take, he may be 
fined not more than $10,000 
or imprisoned not more than 
nine months or both. For 
both couts of felony intimi-
dation of a victim, he may be 
fined not more than $25,000 
or imprisoned not more than 
10 years or both. For dis-
orderly conduct he may be 
fined not more than $1,000 
or imprisoned not more than 
90 days or both. His prelimi-
nary hearing was scheduled 
for January 19, 2021.

Spooner Man Charged with  
Possession of Child Porn 

Justin Schutz, of Spoon-
er has been charged with 
possession of child por-
nography, following an 
investigation by the Wash-
burn County Sheriff’s 
Office, the Wisconsin 
Division of Criminal In-
vestigation, and Internet 
Crimes Against Children 
Task Force.

The United States De-
partment of Homeland 
Security received refer-
ral back in October 2020, 
from an investigation 
team based in Essex, Eng-
land which had arrested 
an individual for distribu-
tion of indecent images of 
children from June 2019 
through June 2020. Their 
investigation revealed that 
the individual arrested, 
had been in communica-
tion with over a hundred 
other people and had 
exchanged hundreds of 
emails with those people.

One of the email ad-
dresses from that investi-
gation, belonged to Justin 
Schutz, with an address 
of Shell Lake, and the in-
vestigation revealed that 
multiple images of child 
pornography had been 
exchanged via that email 
address in March of 2020. 
This information was pro-
vided to the WI ICAC 

Task Force, and on No-
vember 30, 2020, it was 
received by the Washburn 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

A records check con-
firmed that Schutz is a 
registered sex offender 
with a previous conviction 
for exposing genitals to a 
child.

Investigators went to 
Schutz’s residence in 
Spooner back in Decem-
ber, and spoke with him. 
Schutz admitted to having 
a problem with viewing 
images of child pornogra-
phy and stated that he had 
viewed child pornography 
as recently as the night be-
fore. 

While investigators 
were at the residence, they 
learned that when Schutz 
had gone to another room, 
he had requested another 
individual who was also at 
the residence to perform 
a reset on a cell phone in 
Schutz’s possession, stat-
ing to that person that he 
had not been “very good 
lately.”

When the phone was 
searched, at least seven 
images were found that 
contained graphic images 
of nude children. 

A court date for Schutz 
is still pending at this time. 

Reminder to City Residents! 
It is your responsibility to 
keep your mailboxes cleared 
for mail delivery

 City of Cumberland 

Thank you for 
reading

The Advocate

Support your friends and 
neighbors!
SHOP 

CUMBERLAND!
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Sports 1000 Career Points!

Jack Martens pictured with coach Corey Berghammer became the eighth Cum-
berland basketball player to reach 1000 career points. Jack joins Steve King, John 
Schell, Brent DeNoma, Sam Clark, Kobe Berghammer, Mark Nelson and Kay An-
derson in this exclusive club. Congratulations Jack. Also the Advocate learned 
Adam Skinner had 997 career points. Wonder if Coach Berghammer could sneak 
him in for a quick 3 pointer!

Big Win!

It was a complete team win Monday night vs Northwestern. Pictured here Matthew Friess and Jax Effertz play 
solid defense late in the second half as DaShaun Ames and Jack Martens move in to help.

The Cumberland Boys 
Basketball Team has re-
bounded from its first four 
losses, to win five straight 
HON contests and up their 
record to 5 and 4. Ham-
pered by some early season 
injuries and Covid restric-
tions, Cumberland now 
hopes to climb back into 
the upper tier of the HON 
as the season moves to-
wards the second half of its 
schedule.

Their first victory last 
week came over Chetek-
Weyerhaueser on Tuesday. 
Although losing starter 
Josh Martens to a first half 
ankle injury, the Beavers 
rolled to a 75-49 victory 
over the Bulldogs.

“We missed the ability 
of Josh to stretch a defense 
with his strong shooting, 
but I was happy how a 
few kids stepped up in the 
second half to fill his void. 
Again, we struggled to play 
consistently on offense at 

times, which is something 
we continue to work to im-
prove,” said Coach Corey 
Berghammer.

One player who really 
stepped up was DaShaun 
Ames, who scored 21 
points, grabbed six re-
bounds, and handed out 
five assists. Jack Martens 
also helped fill his brothers 
shoes with 23 points, which 
put him over 1,000 points 
in his High School career. 
Jax Effertz, meanwhile, 
continued his strong play of 
late with seven points and a 
team-leading 13 rebounds.

Friday, the Beavers took 
their fourth straight win by 
defeating the Barron Bears, 
60-41. “I thought the sec-
ond half was the best half of 
basketball we have played 
all year. Matthew Friess re-
ally stepped up with some 
strong rebounding, while 
Jack Martens leadership 
helped us finish the game,” 
said Berghammer. Martens 

was honored before the con-
test for his scoring achieve-
ment reached on Tuesday.

Jax Effertz had a team-
high 18 points, while Mar-
tens added 16 and Ames 12. 
Ames again led the Beavers 
with five assists. 

This week will be a tell-
ing one for the Beavers, as 
they have two dates with the 
league leading Northwest-
ern Tigers and a rematch 
with the Cameron Comets, 
who defeated them earlier 
this year.

The first Northwestern 
game was Monday and then 
the Beavers travel to  Maple 
this Saturday night for game 
two. In between, Cumber-
land hosts Cameron in Elm-
er Beran Gymnasium this 
Thursday night at 7:15 pm. 
“We are looking forward to 
playing against some of the 
league’s best,” said Coach 
Berghammer.

Boys Basketball Wins Fifth Straight; 
Record at 5 and 4

The Cumberland Bea-
vers got their busy week 
off to a great start  with an 
exciting 88-79 victory over 
the Northwestern Tigers in 
Elmer Beran Gymnasium 
on Monday night. The vic-
tory was the Beavers fifth 
straight of the season.

The Beavers placed four 
players in double figures, 
led by Jack Martens 25 
points. The fast improv-
ing Jax Effertz added 17, 
Matthew Friess 16 and 
Travis Runberg 10, while 
both Martens and Effertz 
grabbed 10 rebounds each.

“I give a lot of credit to 
our bench. We had some 

foul trouble late in the first 
half, but our bench allowed 
us to stay in the game. 

Northwestern pressures 
you throughout the contest, 
hoping to  force you into 
their pace. We did a better 
job of controlling the speed 
of the game in the second 
half,”  said Coach Corey 
Berghammer.

Cumberland was bol-
stered by Josh Martens nine 
points, who returned after 
missing the previous con-
test. The Beavers have a 
rematch with the Tigers in 
Maple this coming  Satur-
day.

Beavers Begin Week With 
Big Win Over Northwestern

The Cumberland Girl’s 
Basketball Team dropped 
three HON contests last 
week to see their overall 
record fall to 2 and 9 on 
the season. The team had 
two Conference contests 
cancelled this week due to 
covid precautions and will 
play only a 6:00 pm home 
game against Solon Springs 
this Friday. Next Monday, 
January 28, Cumberland 
resumes HON play with a 
contest at Chetek.

“The girls really played 
quite well this week despite 
some injuries and covid re-
strictions. Hopefully we’ll 
get everyone back soon 
and can put together a good 
stretch of basketball to end 
our season,” said Head 
Coach Brian Dutton.

The week ended with a 
pair of losses to the Barron 
Bears and one to Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser.

Things began with a home 
game against Barron last 
Monday, which ended in a 
43-16 loss. The team strug-
gled offensively against an 
aggressive Bears defense 
and was hurt by turnovers 
and a low shooting percent-
age. Maisen Gores would 
score 11 of Cumberland’s 
16 points in the contest, 
while also grabbing a team-
high six rebounds. Macey 

Herrman would score 11 
points to lead the Barron of-
fense.

Thursday, the team was 
back in action in Elmer Be-
ran Gymnasium, where they 
dropped a 51-38 contest 
to Chetek-Weyerhaueser. 
Trailing 24-13 at halftime, 
the Beavers would play a 
much better second half, 
only being outscored 27 to 
25 by the Bulldogs after the 
intermission.

Mecina Garibaldi led the 
Cumberland offense with a 
20 point game. Her excel-
lent effort included nine 
rebounds and three assists. 
Maisen Gores added 10 
points and eight rebounds, 
while Maya Brenna and 
Reyna Bertelsen played 
some solid defense in the 
contest.

On Saturday night, a re-
match against Barron ended 
in a 35-22 defeat. Although 
still struggling to score, 
Cumberland gave a solid 
defensive effort and stayed 
in the contest for much of 
the night.

Garibaldi would again 
lead the Cumberland of-
fense with 11 points, while 
Gores added eight points 
and Brenna three. Gores 
grabbed a team-high seven 
rebounds in the game.

Girl’s Basketball Team Drops 
Three; Host Solon Springs on 
Friday

David Olson drives to the basket during the Beavers HON win over Barron. Braden Wirth played excellent de-
fense for the Bears.
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Hockey Standings

Girls BB Standings

Boys BB Standings

Hello friends,
This week I am writing to you about an annual trip 

to Sawyer County where I ice fish and generally  have 
a blast with six friends. Before I go any further I would 
like to thank Ken and Cheryl Olson who have opened 
up their summer home to us for at least 15-years for 
this annual expedition.

Ken Olson recently passed away. Ken was a man 
that was respected by everyone that knew him and 
for many of the guys I am about to write about was 
the leader of their deer camp, and well known in the 
Birchwood area, and far beyond.

Friday, January 8th
High 31, low 22
This is one of those stories that had a lot happen, 

so I will have to be vague to get it into the space that 
I have. My stepson Joey Dushek and I drive up from 
Necedah. Ryan Ransom takes the same roads and 
is from Black River Falls. Paul Bucher comes from 
an hour west, Cumberland and Ron Wesolowski and 
Preston Johnson both live in Rice Lake. Chris Schie-
felbein rounds out our crew and lives on the lake we 
would be fishing.

A lot of these guys grew up together in Black Riv-
er Falls so this a party, I mean fishing trip is like a 
class reunion and it sounds like they had a lot of fun 
growing up.

Chris Schiefelbein was playing it Covid  safe, 
so he spent the weekend fishing out the door of his 
Chevy pickup and 100-percent jamming out to clas-
sic rock while catching fish.

Ron Wesolowski is with Eskimo, and besides Bu-
cher’s shanty on wheels we had an incredibly nice 
pop up shack for us to fish in. This shack is one of 
the newer models and is big, light, and very easy to 
set up.

Five of us hung out in it Friday night while fish-
ing crappie and I even had a table set up to cook 
chicken, venison steak, and fried potatoes.

During the day Friday we fished out of the shacks 
and had really good luck on 9-11 inch perch.  Tonight 
it was 9-11 inch crappie with a couple close to a foot 

so how the heck can that not be fun?
Chris had a good friend, that put a permanent 

shack up next to ours, that he wanted me to meet 
and tonight I spent some time in the shack that Cody 
Rurup built and was fishing in with his 5-year-old 
son Brody and 3-year-old Cole. This sleeper shack 
was as intelligently built as any I have ever seen and 
spending time with Cody and his sons reminded me 
of twenty years ago when I had Kevin, Travis, and 
Joey on the ice with their sister Selina.

We fished hard until after midnight and also 
laughed very hard.

Saturday, January 9th
High 30, low 24
I might make it sound like we are a bunch of 

clowns but these guys are the best fishermen that I 
spend time with in a years time. They are technologi-
cal, have a go for it attitude and fish a lot.

Today we spent the day chasing perch and it was 
a full and very good day. We literally did not take the 
time for any form of lunch break and what we did 
was fish and fish hard. At dark we headed back to 
Paul’s shack and though the crappie action was slow, 
it was steady, and they were big. Paul Bucher has 
the Saturday night meal each year and he cooked 
brats from Louie’s Finer Meats out of Cumberland.   
People from all over the planet are aware when I say 
this, get your meat from Louie’s, it is incredible and 
about midnight brats and beans kept us on the ice 
until after 2:00.

Here is a couple of hot tips “Demons” are an ice 
fishing jig that if you only have one jig in your box, it 
should be a Demon. Beaver tail is the other tip, Joey 
has been trapping beaver and using pieces of the tail 
to put a hurting on the panfish this winter.

Back to Ken Olson, our good friend who passed 
away this fall.If every American was half as wise and 
good as Ken was, this country would not have near 
the problems it currently has.

My guess is we will all be back in a year and we 
will cook, laugh and probably even catch fish!  

Sunset 
Chris Schiefelbein fished out of his truck all weekend 
and had a blast!

Left to right: Paul Bucher, Ron Wesolowski, Joe Du-
shek, and Ryan Ranson catching crappie and living 
large!

Good Times in Sawyer County

The Northwest Icemen 
dropped a couple of close 
games last week and saw-
their record fall 3-11. 

Thursday the club headed 
to Baldwin for a game with 
the always tough Black-
hawks.  Again as has been 
the case in many games this 
year, the Icemen started 
slow and couldn’t recover. 
Baldwin would score two 
even strength goals in the 
games first three minutes 
and make them stand up 

the rest of the way. Carter 
Bickle scored on the power 
play at 1:45 of the third pe-
riod, but the Icemen could 
not get the tying goal. Con-
nor Morrison took the tough 
luck loss despite making 33 
saves in the contest. Domi-
nic Hite made 22 saves for 
the Blackhawks.

Saturday, January  16th, 
the Tigers from Black Riv-
er Falls came up north and 
headed home after a 6-4 
win at the Barron Ice Arena. 

Once again, the locals fell 
behind early and couldn’t 
catch up. BRF scored the 
lone goal of the first pe-
riod and would take a 3-0 
lead in the second before 
Carter Bickle got the Ice-
men on the board. The score 
remained the same into the 
third period when the Tigers 
scored at 4:21 of the period 
to take a 4-1 lead. The Ice-
men would answer with a 
pair of goals to cut  the lead 
to 4-3, but would get no 

closer dropping a 6-4 deci-
sion. Cale Cleveland and 
Brady Johannes got the Ice-
men close with a goal and 
an assist each. Caleb Peter-
son added a last second goal 
to close out the scoring. 
Mason Bohn suffered the 
loss between the pipes mak-
ing 19 saves. Caden Skeld-
ing made 18 saves for Black 
River Falls.

Icemen drop two close games in weeks action

Cumberland’s Lucas Anderson waits for the face off 
last Thursday at Baldwin. Photo by Alexa Morrison.

Icemen goalie Connor Morrison was strong in goal making 33 saves in the clubs loss to the Blackhawks. Photo 
by Alexa Morrison.

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Jan. 21

Hockey vs Medford @ Barron 7:00
Boys BB home vs Cameron 7:15

Friday, Jan. 22
Girls BB Home vs Solon Springs 6:00

Saturday, Jan. 23
Hockey vs Aquinas @ Barron 2:00

Boys BB @ North W. 5:00
Monday, Jan 25

Girls BB @ Chetek 7:30
Tuesday. Jan. 26

Boys BB Home vs St. Croix Falls 7:15 



8   Wednesday, January 20, 2021 Correspondents
Barronett News
By Judy Pieper 

Edward Chafer pinning Aidan Drost from Rice Lake at 1:53 in the first period. Photo  
by Kristin Nyhus.

Court News...

Dawson Johnson picked up a hard fought win over Rice Lake’s Carter Schultz in 
the 106# weight class winning 3-0. Photo by Kristin Nyhus.

IT’S HERE!!!  This Sat-
urday, January 23rd, the an-
nual Barronett Fishing Con-
test will be held on Shallow 
Lake starting at 10:00 a.m. 
and running until 3:00 p.m.  
There will be lots of door 
prizes on the ice, and food 
will be served.  There will 
be first and second prizes 
for the largest northern, bass 
and panfish.  There will be 
two new major prizes in ad-
dition to those that are usu-
ally given.  One is an Ion 
auger donated by Ardisam, 
and one is a Load Out Cargo 
Box by Yeti donated by Ace 
Hardware.   

Major prizes will be 
drawn on the ice this year 
because, unfortunately, we 
will not have the activities 
at the Community Center 
after the contest.  Civic 
Club members are happy to 
announce that, once again 
this year, the Ice Mavens 
plan to join us on the ice and 
will choose and crown the 
new King and Queen.  Last 
year’s King and Queen, 
Tom and Audrey Cusick, 
have served Barronett well, 
and we are sure they will be 
happy to pass the crowns on 
to the next set of royalty.

This will be a community 
safe event, so please plan 
to join us for lots of family 
fun.  Tickets are available 
at Barronett Bar and Grill, 
Synergy gas station and 
Bourbon’s.  You can also 
purchase tickets on the ice 
the day of the contest.  As 
always, vehicle drive-ons 
are dependent on ice condi-
tions the day of the contest.  
Good luck to all you fisher-
men and women – on the 
fishing and on the raffles.    

Suzy and Ryan Lehmann 
hosted a belated Christmas 
party for their family this 
past Saturday.  They had a 
wonderful day with plenty 
of great food, desserts, and 
gifts.  Guests were:  Tinille 
Lehmann; Alyse and Tru 
Lehmann and Brad Parnell; 

Miriah Lehmann and Jer-
emy Olson.  I talked to Suzy 
after the party and she said 
that they had so much fun 
being together.  Next year 
it will be the big chaotic 
(30 people or more) family 
gathering again.

Tinille Lehmann came to 
Barronett early so that she 
could join us for church ser-
vice at Barronett Lutheran.  
It was so nice to have her 
there sitting with us again.  
We chatted for quite a while 
after church, and she said 
that she was going to stop 
by to see Grandma Anitia 
after the Christmas party.  
She was so disappointed the 
last time she was up – she 
stopped by Anitia’s apart-
ment but Anitia didn’t an-
swer the door.  Come to find 
out she had been in the laun-
dry room and was also very 
disappointed to hear later 
that Tinille had been there.  
Hopefully they had a good 
visit this time.

Tru Lehmann had cel-
ebrated her birthday – num-
ber 10 – on January 13th.  
She had school that day and 
was allowed to bring Zebra 
Cakes to pass around to her 
classmates to celebrate.  I 
talked to her after school that 
evening and she said that she 
had a wonderful birthday and 
was happy to have two num-
bers in her age now.  

Jerry Marsh had a birth-
day this past week too, on 
the 16th.  Jerry was born the 
day after the Packers won the 
first Super Bowl, and he has 
been a Packer fan forever so I 
was really glad that they won 
the game on his birthday.  We 
didn’t have much of a birth-
day celebration for him, but 
we did have Jerry, Suzy and 
Ryan to the house for waffles 
and ice cream that morning.  
There are some family tra-
ditions that have to carry on 
even during a pandemic.

Jim, Summer and Wrigley 
Marsh and a bunch of friends 
got together at Rand’s Lanes 

in Rice Lake on Sunday af-
ternoon for a fun, competi-
tive bowling game.  There 
were three adults and, I think, 
eleven young children bowl-
ing, so the game took up a 
quite a bit of time.  The kids 
had fun playing the video 
games at the bowling alley in 
between their turns to bowl.   

Barronett Lutheran mem-
bers, please remember that 
there will be an annual meet-
ing on Sunday, January 31st, 
immediately following wor-
ship service.  There will be 
several items to discuss and 
vote on, and we will also be 
voting on council members.  
We will not be having our 
potluck lunch this year, but 
it is very important for you 
to be there to help with deci-
sions. 

I stopped by Bill Gill’s 
new house one day last week 
to help him organize his 
kitchen.  Bill is recovering 
from knee surgery, and is do-
ing well, but didn’t feel up to 
putting groceries in the prop-
er places.  His new kitchen is 
amazing – so much cupboard 
and drawer space.  It was 
fun telling him where things 
would be and not listening 
much to where he thought 
things should be.  When he is 
feeling up to par, he is plan-
ning to have some friends 
over for a baking day.  Hope 
he includes Duane and me. 

Our sympathy goes out 
to the family of Carol Belle-
feuille, who passed away last 
week.  Please keep Carol’s 
family in your prayers as they 
go through this time of sor-
row.  Carol was a wonderful 
woman and will be missed by 
all who knew her.

I guess that’s about all I 
know from Barronett this 
week.  Hope to see you at 
the ice fishing contest.  

Cumberland Wrestling Team finishes up 
Regular Season

The Cumberland Beavers 
Wrestling Team finished 
up their regular season last 
week with two victories, 
defeating Rice Lake 33-28 
and Cameron (Results not 
available). With the victory 
over Cameron, Cumberland 
secured second place in the 
South Division of the HON 
Conference, behind St. 
Croix Falls.

Ordinarily, the 10 teams 
of the HON would next pair 
up in a Super Dual, match-
ing up the place winners in 
the two divisions. Several 
teams have decided not to 
participate in this years 
dual, however, instead 
keeping their wrestlers from 
covid exposure prior to the 
Regional on January 30. 
Cumberland is among those 
teams.

The Beavers had secured 
their victory over Rice Lake 
prior to the nights last three 
matches, all won by the 
Warriors. The match moved 
quickly following three 
double forfeits, while Rice 
Lake forfeited two other 
matches to to the Beavers. 
Cumberland would take 
care of business and secure 
the team victory by getting 

pins from Devin Roff, Ed-
ward Chafer, and Ryker Al-
len and a 3-0 victory from 
Dawson Johnson to get to 
their winning 33 points. 

The Beavers are now off 
until the Division 3 Region-
al, to be held in Elmer Beran 
Gymnasium, on Saturday, 
January 30, with wrestling 
starting at 10:00 am. Six 
teams will participate with 
St. Croix Falls and Cumber-
land expected to advance 
the most wrestlers to the 
Sectional in St. Croix Falls 
on Saturday, February 6.

For the individual tour-
nament, the top two indi-
viduals in each weight class 
from each of the 16 Region-
als will advance to the one 
of the four Sectionals in 
each division.

The top two individual 
finishers at the Sectional 
with then advance to the 
Division 3 State Tourna-
ment, which this year will 
be held at Wausau West 
High School on Saturday, 
February 13. The team tour-
nament will be held the fol-
lowing Saturday, again at 
Wausau West.

Cumberland  33.0 
Rice Lake 28.0

• 106: Dawson John-
son (CUMB) over Carter  

Schulz (RILA) (Dec 3-0) 
• 113: Brody Lammers 

(RILA) over Noah  Hile 
(CUMB) (Fall 2:57) 

• 120: Drake  Welker 
(CUMB) over   (RILA) 
(For.) 

• 126: Jacob Sirek 
(RILA) over Bryce Baldwin 
(CUMB) (Fall 3:23) 

• 132: Gary Schroeder 
(RILA) over   (CUMB) 
(For.) 

• 138: Traevon Wyckoff 
(RILA) over Dominic  Fair-
cloth (CUMB) (MD 14-6)

• 145: Double Forfeit 
• 152: Devin Roff 

(CUMB) over Taylor 
Schulz (RILA) (Fall 0:57) 

• 160: Edward Chafer 
(CUMB) over Aidan Drost 
(RILA) (Fall 1:53) 

• 170: Double Forfeit 
• 182: Easton  Stone 

(RILA) over Colton Ritchie 
(CUMB) (Fall 1:50) 

• 195: Ryker Allen 
(CUMB) over Nathanael  
Windorski (RILA) (Fall 
2:38) 

• 220: Milan Mon-
chilovich (CUMB) over   
(RILA) (For.) 

• 285: Double Forfeit 

Wrestlers Defeat Cameron in HON Competition
The Cumberland Bea-

vers defeated Cameron 
45-22 in the last regu-

lar season action of the 
HON wrestllng sched-
ule, receiving pins from 

Edward Chafer, Milan 
Monchilovich, and Bryce 
Baldwin in the victory.

Senior Dining
Weekday Breakfast, dining at 5, & the Sunday 
Community Breakfasts suspended until further 

notice. Grab and Go only unitl further notice.
Thurs, Jan. 21st: Cowboy Beef n’ Beans, Mashed 
Potatoes, Roasted Brussel Sprouts, Marble Rye 
Bread, Lemon Bar.
Fri, Jan. 22nd: BBQ Chicken, Baby Red Potatoes, 
Steamed Carrots, Harvest Grain Bread, Tapioca 
Pudding.
Mon, Jan. 25th: Creamy Chicken Ala King w/
Mixed Vegetables served over Flaky Biscuit, Choc-
olate Cake w/ Peanut Butter Frosting.
Tues, Jan. 26th: Tuna Salad and Lettuce on a Crois-
sant, Broccoli Cheese Soup, North Country Cheese 
and Fresh Fuit Plate.
Wed, Jan 27th: Pork Chow Mein w/ Oriental Veg-
etables, Brown Rice, Egg Roll, Whole Wheat Roll, 
Mandarin Orange Cake. 

          School Lunch
         Lunch menu includes
       assorted fresh veggies,  
      fresh fruit, and 1/2 pt. milk
Thurs, Jan 21st: Chicken 
Nuggets, Mac & Cheese, 
Peas, Pears.
Fri, Jan. 22nd: Sub Sand-
wiches, California Blend 
Vegetables, Chips, Warm 
Apple Slices.
Mon, Jan. 25th: No School 
for Students
Tues, Jan. 26th: Cheese 
4uesadilla, $ll the fi[ings, 
Corn, 0i[ed Berry Cups. 
Wed, Jan. 27th:Baked Po-
tato Bar, $ll the )i[ings, 
Broccoli/Cheese, Fruit 
Salad.
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Family-Owned
Four Locations 

“We Treasure the Trust
 You Place in Us.”  

Church Directory

Safety Tip of the Month  

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

CUMBERLAND TIRE

715-822-2147

1060 Elm St • Cumberland, WI  
MOST TIRE SIZES,  BRANDS & SERVICES
OIL CHANGES • BRAKES • EXHAUST

715-822-4344
LAKELAND CO., INC

Steel Fabricators 
Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL
Chris Janssen

Financial Associate 
1335 Elm St., Cumberland, WI.
715-822-4388 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

HANDI-LIFT TRANSPORTATION
1-800-989-RIDE
1275 Elm St. • Cumberland

Office: 715-822-5077
FAX: 715-822-5078

Serving NW WI since 1977

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake
715-822-3595 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

GARAGE SALES

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Kenneth Konesky
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (715) 719-0283 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Peter Bergeson, Interim Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8 & 
10:30 am.;  Sunday School at 
9:15 am.  Communion 1st and 
3rd weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Mike Brubaker
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 9:00 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Dennis Wright, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Services: Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship. 
Children’s Church and nursery 
during the service (returning in 
September); Wednesdays 5:30 
pm, AWANA for Children and 
Youth Impact (returning in Sep-
tember);.Oline services offered 
at www.northernlakeschurch.
com/watch/

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 5:30 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Virgil Amundson, Pastor
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 
Family Worship: 10 a.m.; K. F. C. 
10 a.m.; U-Turn Student Minis-
tries: Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30a.m.; Coffee time & bible 
Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Phone 715-468-4403
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane House
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
230 W. Messenger St.
Rice Lake
April Nielsen, Lay Leader
Adult discussion forum: 9:15 
a.m.; Worship services 10:30 
a.m.; Coffee hour: 11:30 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
3 miles NW of Almena
Ellery Groth, Pastor
715-491-4330
Worship Service: Sundays 10:15 
am; Holy communion first and 
third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

Jeanette P. Berner 
Jeanette Pearl Berner, age 

89, passed away peacefully 
on Monday, Jan 11, 2021. She 
was born August 6, 1931, in 
Kenmare, ND the daughter to 
Ernest and Ivy Christensen.  
Her family moved to Minne-
apolis, MN in the early ‘40s 
and when she was around 14, 
a tall, scrawny boy moved in 
next door whom she took a 
Iancy to and Zould find KHr-
self talking to him for hours 
on the stone wall that separat-
ed their homes.   She gradu-
ated from Minneapolis Voca-
tional Technical High School 
in 1949.  The boy next door 
wouldn’t leave her alone as 
he became the love of her 
life.  She married Richard Al-
len Berner on November 13, 
1951 in Minneapolis, MN 
right before he enlisted into 
the Air Force where he served 
during the Korean War on the 

island of Okinawa.  After 
his tour, he was stationed in 
Florida for two more years, 
where their oldest son David 
was born.  Shortly thereafter, 
they moved to Spring Lake 
Park, MN where he attended 
the University of Minnesota, 
worked for the Tony com-
pany and she started to raise 
three more boys.  In 1965, 
they bought Brown Sales and 
move to Rice Lake to raise 
their boys and grow some 
roots.  They were married for 
25 years until his unexpected 
death February 12, 1976. 
Even though a young widow, 
she never remarried. 

We honor her for her love 
and respect for her husband, 
dedication to her family and 
as a stay-at-home mom for 
her boys.  After her husband’s 
death she established a 20-
year career as an Activity 
Director with Rice Lake and 
Cumberland Nursing Homes.  

As a long-time active 
member of the Rice Lake and 
Cumberland United Method-
ist Church, Jeanette enjoyed 
the camaraderie and kindness 
of the fellowship and min-
istries. She loved to dance, 
read, do puzzles, attend local 
plays, along with time well 
spent on the Lake with her 
family and friends.  Espe-
cially with her grand-children 

and great-grandchildren.  
She is survived by her sons, 

David (Bonnie), Jon (Laurie-
deceased), and Tom (Cher-
yl); nine grandchildren and 
18 great-grandchildren and 
many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death 
by her parents, sister Joyce 
Slepica (Jim), and brothers; 
Leverne Christensen (Ber-
nice), Melvin Christensen 
(Louise), Leonard Christens-
en (Margaret-Muggs), and 
son Jeffery Berner (Michele) 
along with daughter Carol 
Anne (stillborn in 1956). 

Due to the current pan-
demic, a private family inter-
ment will be held on Monday, 
January 25th at 2:00pm at 
Fort Snelling National Cem-
etery in Minneapolis, MN.   

A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date at 
United Methodist Church in 
Cumberland.

The surviving family 
would like to thank all the 
staff at United Pioneer Home 
and Lawson Manor in Luck,  
for providing such fantastic 
care of our mother these last 
seven years.  Your loving 
touch, dedication, kindness 
and respect has been a com-
fort and a blessing.  We ap-
preciate you all.

Gifts & memorials can be 
sent to: Tom Berner, 22030 

Bergman Point Dr., Frederic, 
WI 54837.

Mary Kathryn Wick 
Mary K. Wick, 69, Oak 

Park Heights, MN, passed 
away, Saturday, January 16, 
at Regions Hospital in St. 
Paul, MN.  She was born 
November 12, 1951, in Rice 
Lake, the second child of 
Don and Gladys (Leisz) 
Wick.  Mary grew up in the 
Village of Turtle Lake, grad-
uating from Turtle Lake High 
School in 1969.  

She furthered her educa-
tion at the University of Wis-
consin – Eau Claire, graduat-
ing in 1973 with a Bachelors 
of Nursing Degree.  Mary 
began her nursing career 
at the University Hospital, 
Madison.  Mary volunteered 
her nursing skills with the 
American Refugee Com-
mittee, providing health care 

in Phanat Nikem, Thailand 
during 1984 and in Kassala, 
Sudan during the fall of 1986.  
0ary finisKHd KHr nursinJ 
career working for the Saint 
Paul School District.  Retir-
ing in 2014, she planned on 
traveling the world exten-
sively.  Mary most recently 
traveled to South Africa in 
2014; Hanoi & the Mekong 
Delta, Vietnam in 2015.  
Sadly, her future adventures 
never happened. 

At the time of her death 
Mary was helping to fund 
construction of a Surgical 
Clinic in Bolivia thru the 
“Mano a Mano Clinic’s” or-
ganization.

Mary is survived by her 
brothers Pat (Sue) Wick of 
Turtle Lake; Mark (Tonja) 
Wick of Comstock; James 
(Jean) Wick of Cumberland; 
Paul (Carol) Wick of Tur-
tle Lake; Kevin (Sue) Wick 
of Bowler, WI.  Niece and 
Nephews: Mike, Elizabeth, 
John, Kris, Kyle, Tom, Erin 
and Josh.  Mary leaves be-
hind her beloved dog Rico, 
her constant companion.  
Mary was preceded in death 
by her parents Don and Gla-
dys Wick; Aunt Dorothy and 
Uncle Jake Cornwall and 
nephew Corbin Wick.

Those wishing to offer me-
morials in Mary’s memory 

are asked to consider a char-
ity of their choice.

A Celebration of Mary’s 
Life will be announced at a 
later date.

Professional services are 
provided by the Skinner Fu-

“Come and See”
by Pastor Todd Ahneman
Barronett Lutheran Church, Barronett 

 
In many churches this is the season of Epiphany, 

the time we celebrate the coming of Christ. The 
word Epiphany means a shining forth. Our gospel 
lHssons first turn to ZKHrH *od claimHd -Hsus as Kis 
own Son at his baptism, and the Spirit of God de-
scended upon him in the form of a dove

Later Jesus and John the Baptist reunite. John the 
Baptist was able to see clearly the identity and pur-
pose of Jesus among them, and was able to point out 
Jesus to his followers by saying: ‘Behold, the Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (John 
1:29)

Andrew could not contain his joy at coming to 
know Jesus, and he found his brother Simon Peter 
and tells him ‘We have found the Messiah” and 
brought him to see Jesus. The two followed Jesus 
and as Jesus turned he saw the two, and Jesus wel-
comed them and invited them to where he was stay-
ing. The following day Jesus found Philip, and said: 
‘Follow me’. Philip later invited Nathaniel to come 
and see Jesus too. 

They had looked for the messiah, a special savior 
from troubles, and now Jesus, the Son of God, had 
come. St. John would describe Jesus as “The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world.’ And ‘to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to become chil-
dren of God…” (John 1:9-12). That hope of heav-
enly reward as children of God had a great appeal to 
many who searched for something better than they 
saw in the dog-eat-dog world of money and power.

We can still invite people to come and see, to 
invite them to the place where Jesus is staying, to 
spend some time getting to know him. Have you 
been invited by friends or family to church to see 
Jesus, or hear his words of life?

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not 
send the Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. “ (John 3:16, 17)
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WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
There will be no parking on any city street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any 

day between November 1 through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
Rick Rieper, Cumberland Chief of Police

PUBLIC NOTICES

Presidential request!

DOCUMENT 00 11 14 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Bid Set #1 • Barron County Highway Maintenance Facility 
Barron, Wisconsin 

Bid Opening:  10:00 am (CST), Thurs., Feb. 11, 2021
Location:  Barron County Government Center 
     Veterans Memorial Auditorium 
     335 East Monroe Avenue 
     Barron, WI 54812 

Sealed bids for the project designated above will be re-
ceived for and on behalf of Barron County hereinafter re-
ferred to as the Owner, at the location listed above, on or 
before the above mentioned time and date, at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

Work of this contract consists of various Bid Packages 
to facilitate construction of a 167,000 sf precast concrete 
Highway Maintenance Facility, a precast concrete wash-
bay building, a lean-to addition to the existing salt storage 
building, (2) unheated metal storage buildings – all total-
ing approximately an additional 40,000 sf. Additional work 
will include associated site items including relocating the 
existing scale and various storm water structures. The Bid-
der will include all labor and material costs to perform the 
work in the Bid Package(s) bid. Finally, the awarded Bidder 
must coordinate their work with other work contracted by 
the Owner, including work performed by other awarded Bid-
ders and direct-hire vendors. Contractors are encouraged 
to consider using local supplier and subcontractors in as-
sembling final Bids. 

Work efforts covered under this Advertisement for Bid will 
be for labor and material on the following Bid Packages:  

1) Precast Concrete (includes manufacturer, transport  
  and erection)

2) Cast-In-Place Concrete
3) Structural Steel & Miscellaneous Metals
4) Masonry
5) Pre-engineered Metal Building System
6) Roofing System
A single lump sum bid will be required for all of the work 

that is identified in each of the respective Bid Package(s). 
It is the Owner’s intent to AWARD the Project to the suc-
cessful Contractor by mid-March 2021. Contractors MUST 
be prepared to sign contracts in March of 2021. The Pro-
ject is scheduled for completion by June 1, 2022. Bids shall 
be on the forms provided for that purpose and according to 
the Contract Documents prepared by CBS Squared, Inc., 
770 Technology Way, Chippewa Falls, WI  54729. 

The Bidding Documents may be seen at the issuing of-
fices of CBS Squared, Inc. (770 Technology Way, Chippe-
wa Falls, WI  54729), the Barron County Highway Facility, 
Barron, WI and the following Builders Exchanges:

1) Northwest Regional Builders Exchange, 2228 N 
Hillcrest Pkwy STE 2, Altoona, WI 54720

2) La Crosse Builders Exchange, 709 Gillette St 
STE 2, La Crosse, WI 54603

3) Fox Valley Builders Exchange, Inc., 1612 North 
Ballard Road, Appleton, WI  54911-4212

4) Green Bay Builders Exchange, Inc., 1048 Glory 
Road, Suite G, Green Bay, WI  54304

5) Builders Exchange of Wisconsin, Inc., W2518 
County Road JJ, Appleton, WI  54913

6) Builders Exchange of Milwaukee, 2600 North 
Mayfair Road, Milwaukee, WI  53226

7) Minnesota Builders Exchange, 1123 Glenwood 
Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55405

8) St. Cloud Builders Exchange, 110 6th Ave S # 
100B, St Cloud, MN 56301

9) Duluth Builders Exchange, 802 Garfield Ave # 
200, Duluth, MN 55802
Digital image copies of the Bidding Documents are 

available at http://www.cbssquaredinc.com for a fee of 
$50. Documents may be downloaded by first selecting 
BIDDING from the menu tab, then selecting this project 
from the CBS SQUARED CURRENT BID INFORMA-
TION link and by entering eBidDoc™ Number 7486152 
on the SEARCH PROJECTS page. For assistance and 
free membership registration, contact QuestCDN at 
952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by the Bidder’s Bond or 
Certified Check in the amount equal to at least 5 percent 
of the amount of the total bid, which shall be forfeited to 
the Owner in the event the successful Bidder fails to en-
ter into a Contract. Bids shall be directed to the Owner 
securely sealed and endorsed upon the outside wrapper 
BID  FOR  BARRON  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  MAINTE-
NANCE  FACILITY.  

A MANDATORY pre-bid meeting shall be held on 
Wednesday, January 27 at 10:00 am to 12:00 pm (CST) 
in the Veterans Memorial Auditorium at the Barron County 
Government Center, 335 East Monroe Avenue, Barron, 
WI 54812 to become acquainted with the various work 
scope(s). Potential Bidders will be able to visit the Project 
site at 11:00 am. 

The Owner reserves the right to retain the deposits of 
the three (3) lowest bidders for a period not to exceed 45 
days after the date and time set for the opening of bids. 
No bids may be withdrawn for a period of 45 days after the 
date and time set for the opening of bids.  

Bidders may be requested to submit a “Contractor’s 
Qualification Statement”, stating that the Bidder has the 
experience and equipment to undertake such work. Bid-
ders will be required to provide Performance AND Pay-
ment bonds of 100 percent of the bid amount. This Work 
shall be subject to minimum wages and labor standards in 
accordance with State of Wisconsin statutes. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids, 
or award the project in a way that best suits the interest of 
Barron County (Wisconsin).

Mark Servi, Highway Commissioner 
Barron County Highway Department 

260 North 7th Street 
Barron, WI   54812

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on January 13 & 20, 2021 
WNAXLP

Carol M. Bellefeuille 
Carol Mary Bellefeuille, 

78, of Cumberland died, 
January 14, 2021 at Care 
and Rehab-Cumberland. She 
was born October 4, 1942 
in Cumberland to Boyd and 
Caroline (Huehn) Farlow. 

She was married in Bar-
ronett on July 29, 1961 to 
John Bellefeuille who pre-
ceded her in death on July 
30, 2015. 

Carol enjoyed spending 
her time gardening, often 
barefooted, watching the 
birds and admiring her flow-
ers. She loved going on road 
trips with her daughters, four-
wheeling, taking special trips 
to the casino, listening to 

music and playing her accor-
dion. Carol valued her fam-
ily and the time they spent 
together. 

Carol is survived by three 
daughters, Shelley (Tim 
Richter) Weiss of Bethel, 
MN, Laurie (Paul) Busch of 
Sarona, and Rhonda (Alan) 
Holmes of Cumberland; 7 
grandchildren, Sean Schullo, 
Lauren Schullo, Caroline 
Weiss, Emily Busch, Elisa-
beth Busch, Aaron Waite and 
Trey (Meghan) Waite; three 
great grandchildren: Treven 
Busch, Tyson Busch, and 
Skyla Schullo; and brother, 
Dennis (Loretta) Farlow. She 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, John; and parents, 
Boyd and Caroline Farlow. 

Funeral services were 
held on Monday, January 
18, 2021 at Skinner Funeral 
Home in Cumberland, with 
Pastor Todd officiating. Bur-
ial will be in Lakeside Cem-
etery. Pallbearers are Aaron 
Waite, Trey Waite, Sean 
Schullo, and Paul Busch. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.

DOCUMENT 00 11 14 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Bid Set #2 
Barron County Highway Maintenance Facility 

Barron, Wisconsin 
Bid Opening:  10:00 am (CST), Tues., Feb. 23, 2021
Location:  Barron County Government Center 
     Veterans Memorial Auditorium 
     335 East Monroe Avenue 
     Barron, WI 54812 

Sealed bids for the project designated above will be re-
ceived for and on behalf of Barron County hereinafter re-
ferred to as the Owner, at the location listed above, on or 
before the above mentioned time and date, at which time 
they will be publicly opened and read aloud. 

Work of this contract consists of various Bid Packages 
to facilitate construction of a 167,000 sf precast concrete 
Highway Maintenance Facility, a precast concrete wash-
bay building, a lean-to addition to the existing salt storage 
building, (2) unheated metal storage buildings – all total-
ing approximately an additional 40,000 sf. Additional work 
will include associated site items including relocating the 
existing scale and various storm water structures. The Bid-
der will include all labor and material costs to perform the 
work in the Bid Package(s) bid. Finally, the awarded Bidder 
must coordinate their work with other work contracted by 
the Owner, including work performed by other awarded Bid-
ders and direct-hire vendors. Contractors are encouraged 
to consider using local supplier and subcontractors in as-
sembling final Bids. 

Work efforts covered under this Advertisement for Bid will 
be for labor and material on the following Bid Packages:  

1) Carpentry
2) Joint Sealants
3) (Specialty) Door Package
4) Entrances and Storefronts
5) Drywall
6) Ceilings and Acoustical Treatments
7) Flooring (Resilient Base only)
8) Wall Covering and Painting
9) Moveable Partitions
10) Cranes and Hoists
11) Fire Suppression
12) Plumbing
13) HVAC (Systems)
14) Electrical and Low Voltage Systems
15) Fences (and Gates)
16) Earthwork, Utilities and Demolition
A single lump sum bid will be required for all of the work 

that is identified in each of the respective Bid Package(s). 
It is the Owner’s intent to AWARD the Project to the suc-
cessful Contractor by mid-March 2021. Contractors MUST 
be prepared to sign contracts in March of 2021. The Pro-
ject is scheduled for completion by June 1, 2022. Bids shall 
be on the forms provided for that purpose and according to 
the Contract Documents prepared by CBS Squared, Inc., 
770 Technology Way, Chippewa Falls, WI  54729. 

The Bidding Documents may be seen at the issuing of-
fices of CBS Squared, Inc. (770 Technology Way, Chippe-
wa Falls, WI  54729), the Barron County Highway Facility, 
Barron, WI and the following Builders Exchanges:

1) Northwest Regional Builders Exchange, 2228 N 
Hillcrest Pkwy STE 2, Altoona, WI 54720

2) La Crosse Builders Exchange, 709 Gillette St 
STE 2, La Crosse, WI 54603

3) Fox Valley Builders Exchange, Inc., 1612 North 
Ballard Road, Appleton, WI  54911-4212

4) Green Bay Builders Exchange, Inc., 1048 Glory 
Road, Suite G, Green Bay, WI  54304

5) Builders Exchange of Wisconsin, Inc., W2518 
County Road JJ, Appleton, WI  54913

6) Builders Exchange of Milwaukee, 2600 North 
Mayfair Road, Milwaukee, WI  53226

7) Minnesota Builders Exchange, 1123 Glenwood 
Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55405

8) St. Cloud Builders Exchange, 110 6th Ave S # 
100B, St Cloud, MN 56301

9) Duluth Builders Exchange, 802 Garfield Ave # 
200, Duluth, MN 55802
Digital image copies of the Bidding Documents are 

available at http://www.cbssquaredinc.com for a fee of 
$50. Documents may be downloaded by first selecting 
BIDDING from the menu tab, then selecting this project 
from the CBS SQUARED CURRENT BID INFORMA-
TION link and by entering eBidDoc™ Number 7491046 
on the SEARCH PROJECTS page. For assistance and 
free membership registration, contact QuestCDN at 
952.233.1632 or info@questcdn.com. 

Each bid shall be accompanied by the Bidder’s Bond or 
Certified Check in the amount equal to at least 5 percent 
of the amount of the total bid, which shall be forfeited to 
the Owner in the event the successful Bidder fails to en-
ter into a Contract. Bids shall be directed to the Owner 
securely sealed and endorsed upon the outside wrapper 
BID  FOR  BARRON  COUNTY  HIGHWAY  MAINTE-
NANCE  FACILITY.  

A MANDATORY pre-bid meeting shall be held on 
Wednesday, February 3, at 10:00 am to 12:00 pm (CST) 
in the Veterans Memorial Auditorium at the Barron County 
Government Center, 335 East Monroe Avenue, Barron, 
WI 54812 to become acquainted with the various work 
scope(s). Potential Bidders will be able to visit the Project 
site at 11:00 am. 

The Owner reserves the right to retain the deposits of 
the three (3) lowest bidders for a period not to exceed 45 
days after the date and time set for the opening of bids. 
No bids may be withdrawn for a period of 45 days after the 
date and time set for the opening of bids.  

Bidders may be requested to submit a “Contractor’s 
Qualification Statement”, stating that the Bidder has the 
experience and equipment to undertake such work. Bid-
ders will be required to provide Performance AND Pay-
ment bonds of 100 percent of the bid amount. This Work 
shall be subject to minimum wages and labor standards in 
accordance with State of Wisconsin statutes. 

The Owner reserves the right to reject any and all bids 
or award the project in a way that best suits the interest of 
Barron County (Wisconsin).

Mark Servi, Highway Commissioner 
Barron County Highway Department 

260 North 7th Street 
Barron, WI   54812

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on January 20 & 27, 2021 
WNAXLP

NOTICE
OF PUBLIC HEARING 
STATE OF WISCONSIN      

SS
COUNTY OF BARRON
TO WHOM IT MAY 

CONCERN:
PUBLIC NOTICE is here-

by given to all persons in the 
County of Barron, Wisconsin, 
that the Barron County Zon-
ing Committee will consider 
at public hearing on Wednes-
day, February 3, 2021, at 1:30 
p.m. in the Auditorium of the 
Barron County Government 
Center, Barron, Wisconsin, 
the following request relative 
to rezoning amendments of 
the official zoning maps:

Request to rezone part of 
the NW-NE being part of Lot 
2 CSM 43/78, also shown as 

Plat 2-4, consisting of approx. 
4.59 acres, located in Sec-
tion 34, T36N, R14W, Town 
of Maple Plain from the Agri-
cultural-2 to the Recreational-
Residential district.  

Property owned by Thom-
as A. Lingen.

The Zoning Committee 
reserves the right to view the 
property and convene in ex-
ecutive session prior to ren-
dering a decision.

All persons interested are 
invited to attend said hearing.

Dated at Barron, Wiscon-
sin, this 20th day of January, 
2021.

 Barron County 
Zoning Committee 

Bob Rogers, Chairman    
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on January 20, 
& 27, 2021 WNAXLP

FOR SALE

RENTALS

VACATION RENTALS

Cumberland Advocate

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Mimimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday

Phone: 715-822-4469 

BUSINESS SERVICES

PersonalsPERSONALSFOR RENT: Very clean, year-round 
cabin on beautiful, quiet lake. Cen-
tral air, bar, fireplace, paddle boat, 
cabin sleeps 10-12. $1365/wk.. 
Don’t forget about Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, Easter or just a family 
visit.Visa, Mastercard & Discover. 
Please call 715-822-4344. vrbo.
com listing #139519. 11tfnc

RISK AUTO INSURANCE - Same 
day SR-22 filings. Very competitive. 
NOAH INSURANCE SERVICES 
822-3355 or 1-800-847-1986 tfnc

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, violations, 
accidents, loss of license. 234-
3427 or 800-657-4782. Instant SR-
22 filings. tfnc

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door.. 
715-296-9127. 23tfnc  

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-
822-8385 or 715-939-0647   20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4344.       4tfnc

AA-Mondays at 7 p.m., Augustana 
Church; Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Se-
nior Citizen Center. Women’s inspi-
ration AA meeting: 6 pm Tuesdays 
at the Thomas St. Angelo Public 
Library Community Meeting Room 
715-529-9592.  tfn 
Weekly Al-Anon Meetings: Mon-
days, 6:30 p.m. at Cumberland 
Baptist Church, Hwy 48, Cumber-
land.  tfn

Betty Eileen Zager 
Betty Eileen Zager, our be-

loved mother, 87, passed on 
January 5th, 2021. She was 
born May 13, 1933, and raised 
in Mendon, MA to George 
and Lois (Lawrence) Taft, 
and graduated from Litchfield 
(CT) High School in 1951.  
Betty worked in banking be-
fore beginning her twenty-two 
year career with John Deere in 
Bloomington, MN. 

Betty’s first marriage was 
to Harold Sweat in 1951, and 
ended in divorce in 1973. She 
then married Melvin “Bud” 
Zager in 1976 in Blooming-
ton MN. They retired to Mc-
Kinley, WI in 1987. He pre-
ceded her in death on August 
23, 2012.

Betty adored her family 
with unwavering love, com-
passion and understanding. 
She was genuine, inherently 
wise, generous and friendly 

to all. Betty & Bud’s place 
was the next best thing to 
Disneyland for their grand-
children. As the entertain-
ment director, Betty was 
witty and fun. She enjoyed 
golfing, bowling, gardening, 
cards, exercising and walk-
ing.  Volunteering was impor-
tant to her, especially at the 
McKinley United Methodist 
Church. Best of all was being 
with the love of her life, Bud.

She is survived by four 
sons, David, Steven (Melis-
sa), Thomas (Cheryl), Dave; 
five daughters, Ann, Debo-
rah, Cynthia, Diane and 
Mary (Jim); 13 grandchil-
dren; and 14 great grandchil-
dren.  Betty had four sisters, 
Doris, Priscilla, Joyce and 
Hazel and four brothers, 
George, Donald, William and 
Richard.

The family wishes to send 
a special thank you to the 
Park Nicollet hospice nurses 
and the staff at New Perspec-
tive Prior Lake and Summit 
Place of Eden Prairie for their 
care and compassion.

Betty will be remembered 
for her steadfast love and 
leaves us all with the most 
beautiful memories.  

There will be a church ser-
vice and Celebration of Life, 
in Cumberland, WI, post-
pandemic.

AGRICULTURAL/FARM-
ING SERVICES

OWN LAND IN WISCON-
SIN? Our hungers will pay top 
$$ to lease your land. Call now 
for free info packet 1-866-309-
1507 www.basecampleasing.
com Ref#WI11721

AUCTION
ESTATE SALE hosted by 

Sellers Auction Jan. 23-25th; 
902 Ogden Ave. Superior, WI. 
Gorgeous antiques and furniture. 
Checksellersauction.comforstart 
times and photos.

HELP WANTED
MANAGERIAL

Legacy Cooperative of Bisbee 
ND is seeking a qualified GM/
CEO. This is a BNSF grain shut-
tle loading facility and full service 
Grain, agronomy, and energy 
cooperative with sales of $200+ 

million with nine locations. Fi-
nancial and personal manage-
ment experience required. Email: 
resume to larry.fuller@midco.
net or call Larry Fuller, 701-220-
9775 for more info.

MISCELLANEOUS
Become a Published Author. 

We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 1920. Book man-
uscript submissions currently 
being reviewed. Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, Produc-
tion, Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-888-612-0710 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/nnwi

DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Co. Coverage for 350+ pro-
cedures. Real insurance - NOT 
just a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-480-6097 www.
dental50plus.com/nnwi #6258

RESTAURANT POSITIONS AVAILABLE

New restaurant in Cumberland is looking 
for all positions: Cooks, Waitstaff, 

dishwashers, and hosts. 
Opening approximately March 1st. 

Please apply in person at the (formerly) 
Lakeside Restaurant, 1780 Arcade Ave., 

Cumberland or contact Abby 
at abbygeisler@comcast.net 

for an appointment.
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A Family Tradition!

...

The Chartraw family has a long-standing tradition of service with the Cumberland 
Fire District. Pictured above are Jon Chartraw (left) and his uncle, Ric.  Between 
these two gentlemen there are over 60 years of combined service. In addition, Ric’s 
father, Ollie, and brother, Jerry, both served the District for over 20 years each. 

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Komarek & Associates, Inc.
All Lines of Insurance • Locally Owned
822-3797 or 888-558-4751

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Springer Eyecare
637-2020 • 341 E. LaSalle • Barron
715-986-4448•218 Maple St.•Turtle Lake

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1110 7th Ave.• Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Amery Turtle Lake Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake

ACCOUNTING

VISION SERVICES

HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES
Thank you for supporting these 

local professionals

Mayor S. H. Waterman

“Let There Be Light:” Electricity 
Comes to Cumberland
by Mark R. Fuller

The headline, “Let There 
Be Light,” ran in the Ad-
vocate on November 18, 
1897. It came after a canvass 
of the city by Mayor S.H. 
Waterman and following a 
meeting of the City Coun-
cil. While talking to the city 
residents,  Waterman had 
found, “There is a strong 
interest in electric lighting 
for the city provided it can 
be done in connection with 
the waterworks plant and all 
profits would go to the city.”

He would go on to say, 
“The city is now in almost 
total darkness,” as he an-
nounced he would be trave-
ling to Minneapolis-St. Paul 
on Monday, November 22 to 
“Investigate the matter and 
ascertain the cost of a plant.”

It had only been 15 years 
since this was even possible, 
thanks to Thomas Edison 
who formed the Edison Elec-
tric Illuminating Company 
of New York in 1882. By 
September 30, 1882, a home 
in Appleton, owned by Mill 
owner Henry Rogers, was 
the first to be illuminated in 
Wisconsin.

Prior to electricity, work-
ing after dark required artifi-
cial light, often from burning 
wood or candles. Inefficient 
and unreliable, candles were 
smokey and expensive, while 
there was always a danger 
with burning wood. Now, 
Edison’s ability to create 
light by sending electricity 
through a tiny wick inside a 
special glass bulb presented 
new possibilities.

There were plenty of ex-
amples of fires throughout 
the 1897 Advocates. 

Herman Fry had come to 
the Granite Lake area and 
was clearing land and prepar-
ing for his family to move 
here, when a September fire, 
built in a stove in his make-
shift shanty, led to a total loss 
of his $200 dwelling.

Earlier that month, a Mill 
in the city went up in smoke 
leading to a loss of over 
$4,000. Part of the loss was 
insured, but co-owner G.L. 
Luff had no insurance and 
was ruined.

For those that could af-
ford fire insurance, the Oak 
Grove Farmers Mutual In-
surance Company was a 

community favorite. The 
Company would advertise, 
“The Oak Grove Company 
always meets its obligations 
promptly and in the right 
spirit.” They were endorsed 
by Cumberland’s own Judge, 
H.S. Comstock, who said, “I 
believe the contract of insur-
ance, written by this com-
pany, to be as good as any in 
Barron County.”

Mayor Waterman would 
return from his research 
in the Twin Cities and in a 

Special Council Meeting the 
following week, by a 6 to 1 
vote, it was decided to, “Put 
in the Electric Plant at once.” 
The plan would call for the 
lighting of the streets, public 
grounds and public buildings 
by incandescent lights at a 
cost not to exceed $2,500. To 
help pay for the plant, “A  tax 
of 2 ½ cents is to be levied 
upon the assessed valuation 
of the taxable property in the 
city.”

Within a month, Mayor Wa-
terman and City Attorney Full-
er were busy drawing up con-
tracts. The brick work would 
go to Martin Peterson of Bar-
ronett, while A.R. Shaw was 
awarded the contract for poles 
and stubs at 40 cents each. The 
principal contractor would be 
the Fort Wayne Electric Cor-
poration, who said they hoped 
to have it completed by Janu-
ary 1, 1898.

They also agreed, once 
completed, their workers 
would stay on to operate the 
system for 10 days, while 
providing all necessary in-
structions until the city could 
take over. The city, mean-
while, began to make plans 
for a New Year’s Eve Ban-
quet and Ball to properly cel-
ebrate the turning on of the 
lights.

The city residents were 
obviously excited, perhaps 
some more than others. The 
December 9 Advocate indi-
cated such, saying in an arti-
cle, “Cumberland is to have a 
system of electric lights. We 
are glad. It will allow the boys 
to be out nights occasionally.”

The Council Meeting in 
December began to further 
discuss the cost for citizens. 
A group of businessmen at-
tended the meeting, where 
the Council said, “Trial by 

use is the only way to deter-
mine the cost.” As far as tax-
payers were concerned, the 
Council estimated electricity 
would cost some 45 cents per 
month for commercial lights 
and 35 cents a month for resi-
dential owners. Cellars and 
private barns were estimated 
at 15 cents a month.

The only concern that 
arose from the meeting came 
from an individual who pro-
tested the fact that Churches 
would not be charged. He 
objected saying, “It was ille-
gal and unconstitutional and 
would be apt to be a prolific 
source of trouble.”

By now, it had become ob-
vious that things were close, 
but we would not be totally 
operable by January 1. Work 
on the plant was progressing, 
however, as by mid-Decem-
ber the foundation was com-
plete, poles were being lifted, 
and wire was about to be 
strung. Unfortunately, some 
of the needed large wire had 
been misplaced in shipment 
causing a delay in installa-
tion.

Finally  Dr. Foote’s Dental 
Office became the first city 
office to be wired, while the 
Advocate and Judge Fuller’s 
Law Office were soon to fol-
low.

It would be February 1, 
1898, when plant opera-
tion and electric lights had 
progressed enough for the 
engine to be started. It hap-
pened at dark and it was not 
stopped until 11:00 pm. The 
Advocate described the light-
ing of Cumberland that night 
saying, “Everything works 
to perfection, furnishing a 
steady, even and powerful 
light.”

The wonder of night was 
perhaps best described in 
the paper in this paragraph; 
“When the first settlers pen-
etrated the wilderness that 
covered this beautiful Island, 
he little dreamed that in twen-
ty short years, or a little more, 
the “harshness lightening” of 
modern times would illumi-
nate the streets and homes of 
a peaceful, enterprising and 
prosperous city within the 
scope of his vision.”

Although there were still 
street lamps to be put in place 
and some businesses and 
residences still to be wired, 
electricity had come to the 
Island City.

By the middle of the 
month, the Electrical Engi-
neering Company of Min-
neapolis was advertising to 
Cumberland residents about 
their, “Magnificent line of 
electric light fixtures, whose 
prices are below those of 
any other house in the North-
west.” Residents were also 
reminded in the paper that, 
“Bills for lights will be sent 
out the first of each month 
and if not paid by the 10th, 
five cents will be added for 
collection.”

The Advocate, meanwhile, 
thanked Mayor Waterman 
and Council for, “Complet-
ing one of the best and cer-
tainly one of the most eco-
nomical electric light plants 
in the area.” Cumberland had 
taken another step towards 
progress.

Wisconsin announces 65 & older Adults eligible 
for COVID-19 Vaccine beginning January 25

The Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Health Services 
(DHS) has announced 
that adults over the age of 
65 will be eligible for the 
COVID-19 vaccine begin-
ning January 25. Currently, 
frontline health care work-
ers, residents in long-term 
care facilities (nursing 
homes and assisted living 
facilities), and police and 
fire personnel are eligible. 
There are approximately 
700,000 Wisconsinites who 
are 65 and older and Wis-
consin currently receives 
around 70,000 first-dose 
vaccines per week from the 
federal government. It will 
take time to vaccinate this 
population in Wisconsin.

“Older adults have been 
hardest hit by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and prior-
itizing this population will 
help save lives,” said DHS 
Secretary-designee Andrea 
Palm. “Wisconsin systems 
and operations are ready 
to vaccinate more people. 
The amount of vaccine we 
get from the federal gov-
ernment will determine 
how quickly we can get 
these groups vaccinated. 
Our partners in health care, 
pharmacies and local public 
health are ready and up to 
the task.”

Adults 65 and older have 
been recommended by the 
federal government and 
discussed by the Wiscon-
sin State Disaster Medi-
cal Advisory Committee 
(SDMAC). COVID-19 has 
more severe consequences 
in older adults and prioritiz-
ing this population will help 
protect more Wisconsinites 
from serious illness and 
death. The full recommen-
dations from SDMAC on 
the rest of 1B eligibility will 
be voted on later this week.

“Wisconsin hospitals and 
health systems have been 
the frontline of the battle 
against COVID-19 for the 
past 10 months and are eager 
to step up again and serve 
their patients and communi-
ties across Wisconsin. They 
have already administered 
thousands of vaccines and 
are anxious to move ahead 
with vaccinating their older, 
most at-risk patients,” said 
Wisconsin Hospital Asso-
ciation President and CEO 
Eric Borgerding. “This is 

an important next phase of 
vaccine ramp-up and we 
appreciate this decision by 
DHS and the steps it has 
taken to register more than 
1,200 vaccinators, includ-
ing hospitals, local public 
health departments, phar-
macies, community clinics, 
and others who will all be 
needed in these next rounds 
of the fight.”

“Pharmacists across the 
state care deeply about 
public health and support-
ing our patients and we 
applaud the Department of 
Health Services’ decision 
to expand eligibility for the 
COVID-19 vaccine to pa-
tients aged 65 and older,” 
said Sarah Sorum, CEO of 
the Pharmacy Society of 
Wisconsin. “Pharmacies 
are ready to vaccinate this 
population and other eli-
gible populations, and we 
look forward to continuing 
our collaboration with DHS 
and local public health to 
ensure our most vulnerable 
Wisconsinites receive the 
vaccine.”

Wisconsinites who are 
65 and older will be able to 
access the vaccine through 
their health care provider, 
pharmacy, or local or tribal 
public health agency. Vac-
cinating entities with any 
vaccine on hand can begin 
to vaccinate this population 
prior to January 25 if they 
have concluded the previ-
ously eligible populations. 
Those being vaccinated di-
rectly through their health 
care provider will typically 
be contacted to schedule an 
appointment by their health 
care provider.

In addition to health care 
providers, and pharmacies, 
local health departments 
across the state may have 
options for community clin-
ics. Just last week, Gover-
nor Evers announced the 
state of Wisconsin will have 
nine mobile vaccine units 
that will work closely with 
local health departments to 
help address gaps in access.

“Expanding the age eli-
gibility provides an oppor-
tunity for local and tribal 
health departments to ad-
vance community vaccina-
tion plans across the state,” 
said Annette Seibold, Flor-
ence County Health Officer 
and Wisconsin Association 

of Local Health Department 
Boards Co-President. “This 
is one step closer to our 
ultimate goal of healthier 
and safer communities. Our 
work will build on current 
and new partnerships, and 
we stand ready to move for-
ward as quickly as vaccine 
supplies allow.”

Residents and staff at 
long-term care facilities 
will be vaccinated at their 
facilities through the Phar-
macy Partnership for Long-
Term Care Program, which 
is a federal public-private 
partnership. CVS and Wal-
greens pharmacies have 
been contracted to offer 
on-site COVID-19 vacci-
nation services to residents 
and staff of nursing homes 
and assisted living facili-
ties that participate in this 
program. Skilled nursing 
facilities began vaccinating 
on December 28, 2020. As-
sisted living facilities are set 
to begin January 25, 2021. 
In order to launch the pro-
gram for nursing homes, 
DHS provided 56,900 doses 
of the Moderna vaccine to 
pharmacy partners and is 
providing 140,000 doses for 
assisted living.

As the state continues 
to expand vaccination ef-
forts, COVID-19 has not 
gone away. Wisconsinites 
are still encouraged to mask 
up, stay physically distant, 
and wash hands frequently 
to help stop the spread of 
COVID-19 and keep com-
munities safe.

For information, resourc-
es, and data related to Wis-
consin’s COVID-19 vac-
cination program, visit the 
COVID-19 vaccine page.

For up-to-date informa-
tion about Wisconsin’s 
COVID-19 response, visit 
the DHS COVID-19 web-
page and follow @DH-
SWI on Facebook(link 
is external), Twitter(link 
is external), or dhs.wi on 
Instagram(link is external) 
for more information on 
COVID-19.

trolled, Fuller’s Store, the 
Post Office, a Shoe Shop, a 
Saloon, and Stebbin’s Meat 
Market would all burn. The 
only building to survive the 
fire was the DiSalvo Store, 
which was the second build-
ing South of the four corners.

The water supply, used for 
fighting fires, was secured 
from specially built cisterns 
or the lake. There were 
three of these reservoirs, 
built of wood and full of 
leaks. Eventually three other 
pumping stations along the 
lake shore were established.

The first fire bell was pur-
chased at a cost of $125, but 
it did not resound enough 

for its purpose and was 
turned over to the grade 
school, where it was in-
stalled atop of the building.

By the turn of the century, 
the fire department began to 
regress until in 1912, when 
the present fire department 
was organized. Much of the 
effort to create a better de-
partment was due to August 
Wolff and the Department 
became a reality on Decem-
ber 2, 1912.

The provisions for mem-
bership were individuals 
ages 18 to 50. One hook 
and ladder company and 
two hose companies were 
organized with the number 

set at 25 members.
Elmer Haugen became 

the first fire chief of the re-
organized department. D.E. 
Lee was assistant chief and 
Carl Jacobson became Sec-
retary-Treasurer. Among 
the other original members 
were Lee Hines and Alfred 
Hanson. Two years later, in 
1914, L. A. Reese would as-
sume the fire chief position, 
which he would hold for the 
next 21-years.

From 1912 until 1937, 
the Fire Department ledger 
showed its participation in 
239 fires. They were pro-
tecting the city residents, 
just as they are today.

Early Firefighters...
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