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Busted!

The Grinch was recently busted while trying to steal the lights from the community Christmas tree in front of the 
Cumberland Municipal Utility office. Better luck next year Grinch!

An advertisement in a 1902 Advocate

The Common Council of 
the City of Cumberland 
met on Tuesday, December 
7, 2021 for their regular 
monthly meeting.
After dispensing with the 

regular business items, the 
meeting moved onto the 
public comment period. 
Linda Hanson spoke.  Her 
topic was the WI Open 
Meetings Law. Some of her 
pre-written remarks seemed 
to be directed at a public au-
dience rather than the City 
Council directly. After read-
ing selected sections of the 
law,  she stated her belief 
that “It is the City of Cum-
berland’s elected officials’ 
job to perform their business 
in the open and to conduct 
their business with transpar-
ency. It is the public’s job 
to hold the City Council, 
and all government bodies, 
accountable.” She went on 
to add that the Open Meet-
ing Law contains “powerful 
words” and that “You, the 
public, are entitled to not 
just information, but to the 
fullest and most complete 
information.”
She then went on to ques-

tion why committee meet-
ings were not attended by 
all members of the council, 
noting that “During these 
meetings, Committee meet-
ing agenda items were dis-
cussed then forwarded to 
the monthly City Council 
meeting agenda. Gener-
ally, no discussion occurs 
on these forwarded agenda 
items during the monthly 
City Council meetings; yet 
all Council members, in-
cluding those not attending 
the previous Committee 
meeting, vote in favor on the 
agenda item. How does this 
happen?” and she wondered 
“how these absent Coun-

cil members are informed 
enough to vote on the agen-
da item during the monthly 
Council meeting when they 
didn’t attend the Committee 
meeting where the agenda 
item was discussed.” and 
stated her belief that “This 
practice is not transparent 
under the letter or spirit 
of the WI Open Meetings 
Law.” Then, once again ad-
dressing “the public” she 
asked that “they” “read the 
WI Open Meetings Law and 
to ask questions because 
holding this City Council 
and all government bodies 
accountable is your job.” 
Hanson finished her com-
ments with “So again, I ask 
that this City Council abide 
by the WI Open Meetings 
Law because it is impera-
tive that you conduct your 
business in the open and 
with transparency. Not only 
is this your job, but it’s the 
law in Wisconsin.”
With no one else wishing 

to speak, the council moved 
on to  the next items which 
involved approving the dis-
continuance of a portion of 
14th Ave. and a subsequent 
deed ing of the vacated por-
tion of 14th Avenue to the 
adjacent landowner, Don 
O. Johnson, LLC, “since it 
is no longer needed for City 
purposes.”  This was done 
to correct an oversight that 
was made when the initial 
deeds were drawn.
Next, the council consid-

ered and approved the  rec-
ommendation from Finance 
committee to approve 3% 
wage increase for street 
employees, administra-
tive assistant, police chief, 
clerk-treasurer and deputy 
clerk treasurer. The motion 
passed with one dissent-

Cont’d on page 13

During January 2021 
with Covid-19 still dictat-
ing much of our day to day 
activity, I was unsure what 
the rest of the year was go-
ing to present as to chal-
lenges for the BDLMD.  
As I reminisce about 2021, 
from a lake management 

perspective, it was a suc-
cessful year. There were no 
reported boating accidents 
or serious injuries on the 
lake. The 2021 Eurasian 
Water Milfoil - EWM treat-
ment plan appears to have 
been effective and the SE 
storm water pond phase one 
was completed. There was a 
band concert on the lake but 
unfortunately the weather 
dampened the attendance. 
Hopefully next summer 
there can be other concerts 
on the lake. The 4th of July 
fireworks was one of the 
best ever and was well at-
tended by the number of 
water craft I observed com-
ing and leaving the event. 
During the Water St. and 
4th Ave construction the 
boat launch was improved 
with concrete slabs installed 

in the lake bed and a con-
crete approach to the dock 
that meets ADA require-
ments was constructed.  The 
sediment at the storm wa-
ter out fall adjacent to the 
launch area was dredged. 
In August, a group of vol-
unteers again removed two 
dump trailers of cattails 
and aquatic plants from the 
channel leading to the dock 
in Library Lake.  
Phase 1 of the SE storm 

water pond project was 
completed just prior to 
Thanksgiving.  The project 
connected the three storm 
water catch basins along the 
City parking lot to a new 
storm water pond on the 
property where the demol-
ished buildings were locat-
ed.  Two catch basin drains 
along the alleyway behind 

the Utility could not be con-
nected as planned because 
the drain pipes to the lake 
were lower in elevation than 
what was expected. These 
catch basin drains will be 
addressed in the phase 2 en-
gineering scope of work.  
Unfortunately due to the 

WDNR requirement that 
the Library Lake – Lake 
Management Plan needed 
to be updated by Sept. 1, 
2021 rather than by the 
Nov. 1 2021 grant submit-
tal date, the Lake Protec-
tion grant application that 
would have help fund the 
Phase Two of the SE Storm 
water pond was cancelled. 
This will delay the Phase 2 
storm water pond construc-
tion until 2023.  However; 
on Nov. 1, 2021, three dif-

Cont’d on page 12

A View from the Lake: Beaver Dam Lake Management 
District Update by Tom Schreoder, President

Cumberland in 1902; “Land for Sale”
by Mark R. Fuller
By 1902, the population 

of the 28-year old city was 
nearing 1500, while the 
City Council was busy con-
tinuing to make the “Island 
City” and the area attractive 
for further settlement.
At the Council’s regular 

April Meeting that spring, 
their first order of business 
was to approve the planting 
of shade trees along the city 
streets. The Advocate quot-
ed their decision as they 
concluded, “Nothing is bet-
ter to enhance the appear-
ance of a city than beautiful 
shade trees.”

Council members Dr. 
Foote and H.C. Doolit-
tle were put in charge of 
canvassing the city to find 
anyone who wished to be 
part of such a project. They 
would be asked to sup-
ply the type of trees they 
wished with the city, “Pay-
ing for the property owners 
desires.”
Another order of business 

was a decision to talk to 
the Omaha Railroad about 
the need for better lighting 
at the Depot. Their concern 
came from the fact, “At 
present the light service 

at the Depot is very poor 
and reflects on the city and 
company, especially when 
the city itself has excellent 
lights.” It was also an im-
portant need as of the num-
ber of passenger trains into 
Cumberland was increasing 
each year.
Two final areas of busi-

ness at the meeting included 
a discussion on the need to 
improve the country roads 
as well as questioning the 
advisability of forming a 
stock company to erect an 
Opera House in town. Al-

Cont’d on page 12

Payment orders, pay raises, and 
health insurance on agenda at 
December Council meeting
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Hank Seeger, native from Cumberland, joined the ranks of the Chief Petty Officer in a 
pinning ceremony held at Naval Support Activity Lakehurts on November 19.

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.

Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 

For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Congratulations!

Meg Lepak
715-733-0196

meglepak@edinarealty.com
Thank you for allowing us to assist you with 

your real estae needs in 2021!

  

NEW Winter Hours: Closed Mondays

Kitchen Hours: Tuesday - Thursday 11am-8pm

Friday & Sat. 11am-9pm • Sunday 11am - 5pm

Bar Hours: open Daily at 11 am 

(May close anytime after Kitchen closes)

Daily soup specials, great burgers and sandwiches

Weekly Specials

Tuesday - $3 Tacos and Margaritas (All day) 

Wednesday - 4-8pm Italian Night 

Thursday - 4-8pm $3 Sliders and $2 Fries

Friday - 4-9pm Fish Fry 

($12 - Sm., $15 - Lg.)

Saturday - 4-9pm $16.75 Steak & Shrimp 

Sunday - Soup and Sandwich (All Day) 

($7.00 - Sm., $8.50 - Lg)

HWY 63

Barronett

715-822-3648

You may eat at the Church or 
Take-out will be avilable.

If you need meal delivery in the City 
of Cumberland, call 715-822-4293 

and leave a meeasge and include your 
     phone number or  call  

       715-822-3541 (evenings ‘til 8:30 pm)

  1120 11th  Ave., Cumberland
   The dinner is offered Free of Charge

    Community 
Christmas Dinner!

           Be our guest for Christmas Fellowship!

Saturday, December 25, 2021
Serving from 11 am-1 pm

Turkey Dinner with 
all the trimmings!

CUMBERLAND FIRST 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Christmas Party
Cumberland Senior Center  

1255 Webb St. 
Wed. Dec. 15th

Meal Served at Noon
Seating Limited! 

Please Be on time!
Maximum # of meals = 40

Door Prizes! Everyone Welcome!

Community Ed Offerings

CUMBERLAND 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS
Upcoming Events

Thursday, Decmber 16th
10 am • ES Holiday Concert (AM Pre K-grade 2) • ES Gym
2 pm • ES Holiday Concert (PM Pre K-grades 3 & 4) • ES Gym

5:45 pm • JV Girls Basketball vs Cameron • HS Gym
7:15 pm • V Girls Basketball vs Cameron  • HS Gym

Friday, Decmber 17th
5:45 pm • JV Boys Basketball vs Spooner • HS Gym
7:15 pm • V Boys Basketball vs Spooner • HS Gym

Monday, Decmber 20th
6 pm • Dec. School Board Meeting • MS Commons

7:30 pm • HS Holiday Band Concert • HS Gym
Tuesday, Decmber 21st

7 pm • Wrestling vs Barron • HS Gym

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER IS BACK!!!
Located in the Cumberland High School

Come and enjoy the  Cumberland Fitness Center 
and stay in shape year round!

Check us out! Cost is FREE at this time
Try our “new” Cardio-Equipment!

CFC Hours: Monday-Friday mornings 6-8 am
Monday-Thursday evenings  4-7 pm

 Questions or concerns? Contact:   Susan Bridger 
CCE Director 715-822-5121 ext. 403 

or brid@csdmail.com

WALK THE HALLS  IS OPEN
No Cost for this great exercise opportunity! 

Come walk the halls of Cumberland High School 
Please stop at the High School office or the Cumberland Fitness Center 

(High School) to register for this activity before your first walking session.
6:00-7:30 a.m. or 4-7 p.m. CHS

We ask that all participants adhere to these hours for their 
safety and the safety of our students.

Hike/Snowshoe Events 2021-22
Seven events left to enjoy! • Start at10 am each date

• 1/8/22  Scoutland with Jennifer Turcott
• 1/29/22 Explore Beaver Dam/Cumberland 

             with Lori Hopkins 
• 2/12/22 Lisa Janty 

• 2/26/22 Timberland Hills with Sue Greenway
• 2/19/22 Luminary with the Johnsons @ Firefly Fields  6-8 pm

• 3/12/22 Public Land near Little Sand -- Clare Janty
(Watch and listen for more exact information and directions as 

the date draws near) 
Social Distancing - Good Exercise - Fun for all

No charge, but a free-will offering will be taken and donat-
ed to the host-site if applicable.  Questions or concerns? 
Please contact: Susan Bridger CCE Director, sbrid@csd-
mail.com / 715-822-5121 ext. 403

School Lunch
Lunch menu inculdes assorted 
fresh vegetables, fresh fruit and 
1/2 pt. milk.
Mon, Dec. 20th: Chicken Alfredo, Whole 
Grain Breadsticks, Broccoli, Peaches.
Tues, Dec. 21st: Chicken Tacos, Refried 
Beans, Rice, Mandarin Oranges. 
Wed, Dec. 22nd: Creamed Turkey over 
Biscuits, Peas, Mixed Berry Cup. 
Thurs, Dec. 23rd: Hamburger/Cheese-
burger on a Whole Grain Bun, Fries, Car-
rots, Pears. 
Fri, Dec. 24th: No School! Christmas 
Vacation Starts.

Information regarding ETC events can be seen
 at www.cumberlandetc.com or you can "like"

 ETC on Facebook or watch the Advocate

ETC is located at 1595 2nd Avenue • Cumberland, WI
(across from Cumberland Elementary School)

Mark Your Calendar!

"It's A Wonderful Life "
Live Radio Version

Performances 
Dec. 16, 17 and 18 at 7 p.m. 

Dec. 19 at 1 p.m. 
Tickets - $10 

at Peter & Annie’s 
or by calling 715-822-2787.”

Cumberland native raised to rank of Naval 
Chief Petty Officer
Chief Aviation Support 

Equipment Technician Henry 
Seeger from Cumberland, 
along with  three other sailors 
from Joint Base McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst joined the ranks of 
the chief petty officer’s mess 
in a pinning ceremony held at 
Naval Support Activity Lake-
hurst Nov. 19.
The joint base’s newest chiefs 

are Chief Aviation Boatswain’s 
Mate Eddy Eugene, Chief 
Electrician’s Mate Gregory 
Lipetzky, Chief Electronics 
Technician Anthony Roman 
and Chief Aviation Support 
Equipment Technician Henry 
Seeger.
Capt. Frank Ingargiola, 

NSA Lakehurst Commander 
and Joint Base MDL Deputy 
Commander-Navy, opened 
the ceremony to expand on the 
significance of the role the new 
chiefs would inherit.
“Yesterday, I spoke to the 

chief selects about the meta-
morphosis between being a 
petty office first class and be-
coming chiefs,” Ingargiola 
said. “Despite this metamor-
phosis, they are still the techni-
cal experts but now they are the 
chief. Everyone knows when 
you need something done 
in the Navy, you go ask the 
Chief.” The pinning ceremony 
culminated a six-week initia-
tion period for the Navy chief 
selects where they receive in-

tensive training, professional 
development and mentoring 
in the senior enlisted roles they 
are now expected to fill. As is 
tradition, local chief petty of-
ficers organize and lead the 
initiation program to try, test 
and accept their own into their 
ranks.
“CPO Initiation is a time-

honored tradition preserved 
and conducted by the Chiefs 
Mess to help develop and 
prepare the new chiefs for the 
next journey in their careers,” 
said Command Senior Chief 
Jeffrey Jones,NSA Lakehurst 
command senior enlisted lead-
er. “Chiefs are considered the 
backbone of the Navy. We are 
tasked with developing sailors 
and junior officers. We do not 
take this responsibility lightly. 
CPO Initiation provides the 
chiefs mess a forum to come 
together and share our experi-
ences in hopes of becoming a 
stronger team and Navy.”
Each Chief had their anchors 

pinned on by family, friends 
and their fellow chiefs. For 
Seeger, it was a proud moment 
and the culmination of 13 
years of hard work and service.
“It’s a huge privilege and 

a great honor to join such a 
brother and sisterhood as the 
chief’s mess,” Seeger said. 
“The best part has been the 
camaraderie that you get and 
knowing you can always rely 

on the mess. Now, I’m looking 
forward to using everything 
I’ve learned to give back to the 
sailors and junior officers I’ll 
be training.”
The history and traditions of 

the Navy chief petty officer 
began in 1893 and every year, 
chiefs across the Navy conduct 
Chief Season to train, try and 
accept the new members of 
their mess.

ETC offers a ‘wonderful’ play for Christmas
There was no play last 

Christmas season at the Cum-
berland Arts Center, which 
was closed by the pandemic. 
But the stage lights are on 
this year for a classic seasonal 
tearjerker.
Enrichment Through Cul-

ture (ETC) will present “It’s 
a Wonderful Life,” the time-
less story about a man who 
learns his life has value, de-
spite being driven to the brink 
of despair. He learns that he 
really has a good life when 
his friends and family rally to 
give him love and support.
 This version of the Christ-

mas play is actually “It’s a 
Wonderful Life (Live Radio 
Version).”
What that means is the play 

is done as a radio show, with 
actors reading their lines at 
microphones, the announcer 
serving as narrator and giving 
the audience instructions to 
applaud and to “stand by for a 
word from our sponsors.” 
And there are sponsors – 

Cumberland Federal Bank, 
Dairy State Bank, Ficocello’s 
Salon & Day Spa and Busi-
ness & Estate Advisers. The 
commercials will be done in 
the style of the 1940s drama 
that starred Jimmy Stewart 
in the movie version. And 
you’ll hear that distinctive 
Jimmy Stewart accent, but 
in the voice of Clarence, the 
angel trying to earn his wings. 
George Bailey, played by 
Stewart in the movie, has a 

Norwegian accent in the ETC 
play.
It’s a poignant production, 

but also a funny one, with the 
strange accents, including a 
strong Italian one by David 
Ficocello himself, and sound 
effects using all manner of 
props ranging from a police 
whistle to a tub of water and 
boxing gloves. 
The play runs Dec. 16-19, 

with the performances Thurs-
day through Saturday at 7 
p.m. and the Sunday matinee 
at 1 p.m. Tickets are $10 and 
available at Peter & Annie’s 
Coffee Shop & Café or by 
calling 715-822-2787. 
The play is directed by E. 

Dennis Zahrbock and Mi-
chael Clay.

New “Story 
Walk” activity 
at Library
Thomas St. Angelo Pub-

lic Library of Cumberland 
continues the StoryWalk 
Indoors program. 
Follow the pages 

throughout the library. 
The current story is “Sto-
ry About a Story”.  Upon 
completion of your walk-
ing “read”, pick up a jour-
nal to write your own sto-
ry and make a bird feeder 
with peanut butter and 
bird seed. 
The StoryWalk and craft 

is available whenever the 
library is open.

Nominations sought for 
Cumberland Graduates of 
Achievement
Do you know of a Cumber-

land Graduate of Achieve-
ment?  If so, please nominate 
that graduate.  Cumberland 
High School Graduates of 
Achievement are named each 
year at commencement exer-
cises.  
The deadline for completed 

nominations is January 31st.  
Forms with the requirements 
for nominating a graduate 
are available from the high 
school guidance office, su-
perintendent’s office or on the 

school’s website (http://www.
cumberland.k12.wi.us) un-
der the “Community” sec-
tion.  
A committee of school 

staff, school board, com-
munity and past recipients 
serve on the selection com-
mittee.  The award was 
initiated in 1998 to demon-
strate to the current student 
body that one can graduate 
from a small school and 
achieve significant accom-
plishments in life.

No Stress Chirstmas Shopping! 
Buy Your Holiday Gift Cards NOW!
$100 get $25 FREE• $50 get $10 FREE

$25 get $5 FREE • GREAT GIFT IDEA!
On sale now thru the 24th!

Nezzy’s KITCHEN HOURS: Monday • Closed
Tues-Thurs 11am-8pm • Fri. 11am-9pm  • Sat. 9:30 am-9pm

Sun 9:30am-8 pm    ***Hours Subject to Change***

Open Tuesday 

thru 

Sunday

Behind the Isle Theatre      www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321
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ADOPT A FIRE HYDRANT THIS WINTER!
Help the Cumberland Fire Dept. by keeping hydrants clear after 

snowfalls this winter!

Your help would be appreciated.

Members of the Cumberland VFW Post 6769 visited the High School to recog-
nize the 9th grade students for their participation in the 2021 Voice of Democracy, 
where the theme was ‘America: Where do we go from here.’

VFW Essay Competition! Northwoods Notebook: The Island City is not a  
‘news desert’ By Larry Werner

Find us on Facebook!Find us on Facebook!**Prices and product availability subject to change****Prices and product availability subject to change**

Lodge Hours: Lodge Hours: Monday - Thursday: • 8 am - 8 pmMonday - Thursday: • 8 am - 8 pm
Friday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sat: 8 am - 8 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pmFriday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sat: 8 am - 8 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm

BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • facebook.com/louieslodge • 715-822-8741BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • facebook.com/louieslodge • 715-822-8741
Mixers • Soda • Cigars Mixers • Soda • Cigars 
Cigarettes • Ice • Bait Cigarettes • Ice • Bait 

 Meats • Snacks Meats • Snacks

Louie’s Louie’s is committed to providing top-tier service and sanitation. Our staff take every precaution to maintain a clean store and the is committed to providing top-tier service and sanitation. Our staff take every precaution to maintain a clean store and the 

integrity of our products. We thank everybody - customers and staff alike - for their continued support and patience!integrity of our products. We thank everybody - customers and staff alike - for their continued support and patience!

FULL SERVICE MEAT COUNTER!FULL SERVICE MEAT COUNTER!
All our products are Cut, Trimmed & packaged 

to YOUR specifications!

Louie’sLouie’s  
Finer MeatsFiner Meats
2025 Superior Ave. 2025 Superior Ave. (Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI 54829(Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-4728715-822-4728 • www.louiesfinermeats.com • www.louiesfinermeats.com

Open to serve you: M-TH: 8 am - 6 pmOpen to serve you: M-TH: 8 am - 6 pm
Friday: 8 am - 8 pm • Sat: 8 am - 6 pm • Sun: 10 am - 4 pmFriday: 8 am - 8 pm • Sat: 8 am - 6 pm • Sun: 10 am - 4 pm

Specials good through Specials good through 
December 27, 2021December 27, 2021

US Choice Beef!US Choice Beef!
Boneless Rolled Rump Roast $4.99 lb
Boneless NY Strip Steak  $9.99 lb
Boneless Manhattan-style NY Strip Roast
Regular or Seasoned $9.99 lb

Select Lean Pork:Select Lean Pork:
Boneless Rolled Pork Loin Roast  $3.99 lb
Boneless Iowa or Butterfly Pork Chops $3.99 lb
Louie’s  Stuffed Pork Chops $4.99 lb
Lean, Meaty Spareribs $2.99 lb

See us for Seafood! 
Scallops, Shrimp, Lobster, Crab Legs, Tuna, 
Salmon, Walleye, Northern, Cod, Haddock, 

Pollock, Pickled Herring, or Salted Cod 
Smoked Fish Fresh Weekly from Port Wing, WI!Smoked Fish Fresh Weekly from Port Wing, WI!

2021 
Best Meat Market 
in Barron County!

Deli Delights!Deli Delights!
Hard Salami  $4.99 lb 
WISCONSIN CHEESE! Choose from:
Med. or Baby Swiss, or Sharp Cheddar  $4.99 lb 
North Country String Cheese - 16oz pkg. $4.99 ea
North Country Cheese Curds  
Assort. Flavors • 12 - 16OZ PKG.  $4.99 ea.

Save $5 on any 2 Leinie’s 12 Paks Any Variety! 
Save $3 on any 24 Pak Bud, Bud Light, 
Golden Light, Miller Lite or Coor’s Light! 

Your Headquarters for Holiday Beverages!
Wine, Champagne & Sparklng Wines

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY FARE TODAY! ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY FARE TODAY! 
                              Hams • Poultry • Roasts • Steaks • SeafoodHams • Poultry • Roasts • Steaks • Seafood

                Lutefisk • Oysters • Smoked Fish • Pickled Herring                 Lutefisk • Oysters • Smoked Fish • Pickled Herring 
           Meat & Cheese Trays  • Lefse • Jerky            Meat & Cheese Trays  • Lefse • Jerky 

        Cookies • Cakes • Gift Boxes & Gift Certificates        Cookies • Cakes • Gift Boxes & Gift Certificates

Grand Champion Grand Champion 
Home Smoked Hams!Home Smoked Hams!
Smoked Hams • Whole or Half $2.99 lb 
Center Cut Ham Steak $3.99 lb 
Smoked Boneless Pit Ham  $3.99 lb 

Award Winning Sausage!Award Winning Sausage!
Fresh German Sausage $3.49 lb 
Louie’s Fresh Italian Sausage
Choose from Reg., Hot. or  Fennel
Cheese & Raisin   $3.49 lb 
Fresh Traditional Bratwurst  $3.49 lb 
Fresh Wisconsin Bratwurst
(Cranberries, cheddar, Maple & Honey) $3.99 lb
Smokie Links $3.99 lb
Smoked Christmas Kielbasa  $3.99 lb
Cotto Salami $4.99 lb

Pizza Time!Pizza Time!
Louie’s Pizza Sausage $2.99 lb 
WI Mozzarella Cheese $3.99 lb
Pepperoni $4.99 lb
Canadian Bacon $4.99 lb 
Pizza Crusts (Thin or Rolled Edge)  $1.00 ea

Louie’s Holiday Hours: Louie’s Holiday Hours: 
Friday, Dec 24th • 8 am - 4 pmFriday, Dec 24th • 8 am - 4 pm

Saturday, Dec 25th & Sunday Dec. 26th • ClosedSaturday, Dec 25th & Sunday Dec. 26th • Closed
Friday, Dec 31st • 8 am - 5 pmFriday, Dec 31st • 8 am - 5 pm

Saturday, Jan. 1st & Sunday Jan. 2nd • ClosedSaturday, Jan. 1st & Sunday Jan. 2nd • Closed

Need Christmas ideas? Try Louie’s Lodge! Need Christmas ideas? Try Louie’s Lodge! 

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!  from the Gang at Louie’sfrom the Gang at Louie’s

Lodge Holiday Hours:Lodge Holiday Hours:  Fri., Dec 24th: 8am-4pm • Sat., Dec 25th: Closed Fri., Dec 24th: 8am-4pm • Sat., Dec 25th: Closed 
Sun.  Dec. 26th: 10am-4pm • Fri., Dec 31st: 8am-8pm • Sat. Jan. 1st: 8am-4pm • Sun. Jan. 2nd: 10am-4pmSun.  Dec. 26th: 10am-4pm • Fri., Dec 31st: 8am-8pm • Sat. Jan. 1st: 8am-4pm • Sun. Jan. 2nd: 10am-4pm

It was during my freshman 
year in high school that I de-
cided being a writer would 
be a good thing to do.
I wasn’t a serious student 

then, rebelling against ex-
pectations of teachers and 
parents that I should be get-
ting “As,” the way my three 
older sisters did. But one 
day, in freshman English, 
a teacher named George 
Rorher, gave me an “A” on 
an essay and wrote, “This 
shows quite a bit of writing 
talent.”
Wow! Here this kid who 

never impressed teachers 
through grade school, who 
was shamed because his 
sisters were so much better, 
had impressed this guy 60 
years ago, launching me on 
a path to a career in news-
papers. 
Writing and editing news-

papers is all I’ve ever done, 
and I continue to contribute 
to the publication you’re 
reading, which has been 
telling the story of Cumber-
land for 140 years. Other 
communities of 2,000 peo-
ple — and hundreds much 
larger — have no newspa-
per to inform their citizens 
of what’s happening at city 
hall, in the schools, in the 
courts.
But we do have one, and 

we’re richer for it.
Newspapers are go-

ing out of business every 
week throughout the coun-
try. They call these places 
“news deserts.” A study 
done in 2018  determined 
more than 1,300 commu-

nities in the U.S. have no 
newspaper. From 2005 to 
2020, 2,200 newspapers 
closed in the United States. 
Frankly, when I moved here 
in 2014, I was surprised to 
find this place has a paper.
One day, I walked into the 

old building on main street 
and introduced myself to 
Paul Bucher. Maybe this 
old retired news guy could 
write a few stories for him, 
I said. Paul, who bought the 
paper from his parents, who 
had bought the paper from 
one of the many previous 
owners, agreed to publish 
my scribblings.
About 400 bylines later, 

I’m still writing a column 
about the people, places 
and happenings around 
town. Hope Lee Vicich 
tells you what the city 
council is doing for — 
and, some say, to — you. 
She attends the school 
board meetings and writes 
about the challenges and 
successes in the class-
room. 
Mark Fuller, another “re-

tired” guy, covers sports 
and more.
Every Wednesday, cars 

pull up in front of the 
newspaper building, and 
one of you goes in to pick 
up the best bargain on 
main street — a dozen or 
more pages of stories that 
help you make decisions 
about how to vote, where 
to shop, what to do on the 
weekend. Stories about 
new and expanding busi-
nesses, about neighbors 

who have died. 
At the beginning of the 

pandemic, I ran into Paul 
near the post office and 
asked him if he was con-
cerned that the COVID 
recession that forced lo-
cal businesses, his adver-
tisers, to close might be 
fatal to his business. He 
was concerned, but he ex-
pressed hope, if not confi-
dence, that he’d make it.
And, thank God, he has. 
Over the past seven 

years, I’ve written about 
the many things I love 
about my adopted commu-
nity. There’s the magnifi-
cent lake that surrounds 
a village of locally-owned 
businesses, three great 
schools, an arts center that 
displays the talent of ac-
tors, singers and musicians 
who were educated in those 
schools and sidewalks that 
an old man can stroll.
But one of most pre-

cious assets of The Island 
City is the newspaper for 
which I’m lucky enough to 
write. Mr. Rorher would 
be proud and pleased the 
place I ended up, this 
town of woods and water, 
has a journal that, for gen-
erations, has been writing 
the first draft of Cumber-
land history.
This good place, thanks 

to the Buchers, their sub-
scribers and their adver-
tisers, is not, like so many 
towns these days, a desert of 
local news.
Larry Werner’s email is lh-

werner47@gmail.com.

Members of the Cumberland VFW Post 6769 visited the Middle School to recognize 
the 7th and 8th grade students for their participation in the 2021 Patriot’s Pen Es-
say Competition. 

Cumberland, Wi Island City 
VFW Post 6769: 10 Years = 
1800 Donuts
Each year the VFW con-

ducts a nationwide youth es-
say competition that gives stu-
dents an opportunity to write 
essays expressing their views 
on democracy with the pros-
pect of winning either U.S. 
Savings Bonds or Scholar-
ships. This year’s competition 
has again been endorsed by 
the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals.
There are two competi-

tions, Patriot’s Pen for Middle 
school students and Voice of 
Democracy for High school 
students. Each has a sepa-
rate theme and guidelines for 
length and presentation. The 
essays are judged at the local 
level and then move forward 
for judging at the District, 
State and National levels. 
The Middle School Patriot’s 

Pen theme for this year was: 
‘How Can I be a Better Amer-
ican’. PP essays are judged 
for Knowledge of the Theme, 
Theme Development and 
Clarity of Idea.
The High School Voice 

of Democracy theme was: 
‘America: Where do we go 
from here’. VOD essays are 
judged for Originality, Con-

Veterans of Foreign Wars Essay Competition     
2021

tent and Delivery.
Mr. Polzin and Ms. Knutsen 

used the VOD essay as an 
assignment for the 9th grade 
History/English class. From 
the 75 class essays that were 
written 17 students recorded 
their work on a CD and sub-
mitted them to the Post for 
consideration, allowing the 
Post to submit two essays to 
the district competition. 
The Post’s review commit-

tee was very impressed by the 
all the entries and the thought 
and time spent by the students 
in writing and recording their 
work. 
All students writing the es-

says were recognized during a 
morning homeroom with do-
nuts served by the Post mem-
bers to all essay writers. 
From the recorded essays 

submitted to the Post from the 
High School Lilly Mayberry 
and Molly Smith were chosen 
to advance to District. Lilly 
will receive a Post scholarship 
contribution upon graduation 
for being selected the winner 
by the Post. Also recognized 
was Taylor Doolittle.
Mr. McCreary and Ms. Ci-

faldi used the essay at the 
Middle School where 60 - 
7th grade and 60 - 8th grade 
students wrote and submitted 

their entries to the Post. The 
Post evaluated the written es-
says and were able to submit 
3 essays to the District for 
consideration.  Submitted es-
say were from: Jacob Wicke, 
Kaylee Jackson, and Nadia 
Benson.
All Middle School essay 

writers were also recognized 
during morning homeroom 
with donuts served by Post 
members.
This marks the 10th year that 

the Post has been fortunate to 
partner with the Middle and 
High School teachers and 
administrators to conduct the 
essay writing competition. To 
date, over 1800 donuts have 
been served to the students, 
along with awarding over 65 
gift certificates provided by 
local businesses and 9 schol-
arship contributions from the 
Posts scholarship endowment.
While the administration and 

evaluation process has proven 
challenging at times the ben-
efit of reading and listening 
to the students essays and the 
recognition process has prov-
en very rewarding to the Post 
members.
Special Thanks to Nezzy’s, 

Louies on the Lake and Kwik 
Trip for helping with the rec-
ognitions.

‘Tis the Season

SHOP
CUMBERLAND
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A Look Back

Race for foreign talent is on: Will U.S. get off the starting line?
By Tom Still
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Well our first big snowfall has come and went. It was 
nice to see the fresh white stuff covering the landscape. 
We are, after all, in the middle of December. It’s hard 
to believe it’s almost Christmas. It was such a warm 
wonderful fall. 

I’ve heard it said before, “At least we don’t have 
snakes, alligators, hurricanes, earthquakes and more, 
when referring to our cold and snowy winter condi-
tions. Never has that been more true than this past week 
with the devastating storms that hit the Midwest and 
points further south. What awful scenes of death and 
destruction from Illinois to Arkansas to Kentucky. Say 
a prayer for our southern neighbors in this time of trag-
edy.

Speaking of the snow, Timberland Hills is open for 
the time being. The trails have been groomed.  Watch 
out for some thin spots. This week’s warm tempera-
tures most likely will pose as an issue. Check the Tim-
berland Hills Facebook page for trail conditions. 

Also the snow acts as an insulation blanket on our 
area lakes preventing ice growth until cold weather hits 
the area. Thin ice and snow make for very dangerous 
conditions. Please use caution!

Winter sports are in full swing with the basketball 
teams, wrestlers, hockey team and gymnasts all going 
strong. Head up to the gymnasium or hockey rink and 
support our local athletes. Check the sports calendar on 
one of the sports pages for times and locations. 

With less than 10 days until Christmas, make sure 
to support our local businesses. Downtown is looking 
great. If you can, be sure to stop locally first. You truly 
do support your friends and neighbors!

Paul Bucher

MADISON, Wis. – For 
many Americans, the men-
tion of foreign workers 
conjures images of cha-
otic borders to the south or 
overcrowded boats heading 
to Europe. That’s the real-
ity for many desperate mi-
grants around the world – as 
well as governments trying 
to stem the tide – but it’s 
only part of the picture.
 At the other end of spec-

trum, there is growing in-
ternational competition to 
attract skilled immigrants 
from around the world. It 
is a race the United States 
stands to lose unless Con-
gress moves to bring order 
to the nation’s immigration 
policies.
A recent webinar involv-

ing diplomats from Canada 
and Mexico was a reminder 
that while U.S. policies 
have stalled the issuance of 
visas to educated workers 
from abroad, other nations 
are scrambling to attract 
them.
As part of a year-long se-

ries on Wisconsin’s role 
in trade and foreign direct 
investment, WisBusiness.
com and its partners invited 
Aaron Annable of Canada’s 
Midwest regional consulate 
and Counsel General Julian 
Adem of Mexico to talk 
about their nations’ relations 
with the United States. Wis-

consin’s biggest trade part-
ners by far are Canada and 
Mexico.
The discussion turned to 

workforce development when 
it was noted that both nations 
are doing their best to attract 
foreign-born talent.
“Even though we do have a 

highly educated and skilled 
workforce in Canada, we do 
need to look abroad,” Anna-
ble said.
In fact, Canada modern-

ized its immigration laws 
a few years back to attract 
foreign talent. It plans to 
give residency to 1.2 mil-
lion immigrants by 2023. 
That’s no small number in a 
nation with about 33 million 
people.
Some firms in Canada are 

even mining for talent in 
countries such as the United 
States, where foreign-born 
students are encouraged to 
apply for Canadian visas.
Mexico’s Adem described 

efforts since 2013 to im-
prove English skills among 
Mexican university stu-
dents through scholarships.
“If they can go back to 

Mexico and work when 
they finish their degrees 
in a tech-based field, (and) 
can go back to Mexico and 
work in transnational com-
panies, possibly based out 
of Canada and the United 
States,” Adem said.

Compare that with the sta-
tus quo in the United States, 
where the number of H-1B 
specialty employment visas 
has been capped at 65,000 
(after peaking at 200,000 
per year) for more than 20 
years. These are work visas 
that could be issued to for-
eign students who train in 
the United States and who 
often wish to stay, but don’t 
win the lottery that allows 
them to do so. In fact, for 
every H-1B visa that is is-
sued, three are denied.
Meanwhile, other parts of 

the world that are experi-
encing aging populations 
and workforce shortages 
are moving ahead to attract 
the right talent from else-
where.
Germany is looking to 

attract up to 400,000 im-
migrants per year in jobs 
ranging from tech to aca-
demia to vocational trades, 
according to a recent New 
York Times report. It has 
changed its immigration 
laws to offer accelerated 
work visas.
Israel recently completed 

a deal to bring health-care 
workers from Nepal. Aus-
tralia plans to double the 
number of immigrants it 
allows “down under” over 
the next year. Finland, Bel-
gium, Greece, New Zea-
land, Japan and Portugal are 

among other nations that 
have changed regulations 
of late.
It’s all a part of trying to 

solve longstanding demo-
graphic problems in much 
of the western world, or 
the more recent disloca-
tion caused by COVID-19, 
which has created “digital 
nomads” who can work 
abroad if needed.
It’s not a problem confined 

to the tech industry. Manu-
facturers, retailers, service 
businesses and farms are 
also encountering labor 
shortages, yet interests on 
both ends of the political 
spectrum have made it hard 
to update U.S. laws.
Whether it’s on the farm, 

on construction sites or in 
high-tech firms, the need for 
workers is intense. People 
on the front lines in those 
sectors say a reformed im-
migration policy would help 
– if only political forces 
vested in the broken nature 
of the status quo would stop 
blocking potential compro-
mises.
Other nations are figuring 

out how to compete for tal-
ent. The United States can’t 
afford to come in last.
Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
December 21, 2011

To reward outstanding 
students, as well as provide 
financial support toward 
tuition costs, the Wiscon-
sin Indianhead Technical 
College Foundation grants 
over $140,000 each year to 
deserving students district-
wide. Forty Five current 
and prospective students 
were awarded $15,000 in 
scholarships to be used for 
the spring 2012 semester. 
Scholarships recipients from 
Cumberland are: Charlene 
Dillard, Accounting and Stu-
dent Senate, and Joyce Pich, 
Wood Technics, V.I.N.E. 
Scholarship for Wood Tech.

Army Reserve Pvt. Eric 
Effertz has graduated from 
Basic Combat Training at 
Fort Sill, Lawton, Okla-
homa. Effertz also earned 
his distinction as an honor 
graduate. Effertz is a 2008 
graduate of Cumberland 
High School. 

  20 Years Ago
December 19, 2001

The Cumberland Youth 
Hockey Association has 
been informed by the NHL-
PA that their grant applica-
tion has been approved for 
up to $80,000.00 towards an 
ice plant in the new arena. 
The main function of this 
grant program is to provide 
programming for grass roots 
hockey programs including 
arena upgrades and equip-
ment distributions. Currently 
the new arena building is 
having the roof and walls 
installed followed by the 
installation of the ice system. 

The association anticipates 
skating in the new arena the 
first week of January. 

 30 Years Ago
December 18, 1991

Honored this month by 
the Elks Lodge 1441, were 
two students from Cumber-
land. These two students 
will now be eligible for the 
student of the year award 
presented at a banquet held 
at the local lodge in May. 
The two students are Natalie 
Johnson, daughter of Harold 
and Debbie Johnson, and 
Andy Nerbun, son of Dick 
and Sue Nerbun. 

The Women’s Club Annu-
al Christmas Essay Contest 
winners were announced. 
Jessica Miller and Nicole 
Bryce won 1st place, and 
they will each receive $8.50. 
Toni Topp won 2nd place 
and she will receive $5.00. 
Honorable Mentions were 
Rachel Donatelle, Amanda 
Ricci, Gina Patterson, and 
Laura Scanion.

 
 40 Years Ago

December 16, 1981
Karen  Ke l l e rmann , 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Kellermann, has been 
selected as the 1981-82 
Cumberland High School’s 
DAR Good Citizen. She 
was selected from the senior 
class by the high school staff 
on the basis of dependabil-
ity, service, leadership and 
patriotism.

V. Gordon Greener be-
came the second person to 
take out nomination papers 
for the office of mayor in the 
city. Mayor Albert Skinner 

has also taken out papers 
for the position. If both 
candidates file, they will op-
pose  each other in the April 
election. 

  50 Years Ago
December 16, 1971

Two cars were reported 
stolen here on Saturday 
night.  One was taken from 
downtown Cumberland 
where it was parked with 
the motor running. It was 
recovered undamaged at 
Luck on Sunday. The second 
vehicle was taken from the 
Five O’Clock Club parking 
lot and was found Sunday 
in a ditch on Highway 48. 
Both mishaps are under 
investigation. 

 70 Years Ago
December 20, 1951

The Mayor’s special Rec-
reation Committee has pre-
pared an additional skating 
rink for the children, located 
on the section of the lake 
behind the Utility plant. The 
idea of the skating rink is to 
provide children living in the 
south end of the city with a 
place to skate. 

80 Years Ago
December 18, 1941

A county-wide blackout 
is going to be staged in 
Barron County on the night 
of Monday, December 29, 
between 8 and 9:00 pm. 
The blackout will pertain 
to the farms as well as the 
cities and villages. The ex-
tinguishing of every light in 
the county is the goal sought. 

A. H. Miller of  Cumber-
land was one of 68 agents of 
the American surety Com-

pany of New York through-
out the country awarded 
certificates in recognition of 
25 years of service.

90 Years Ago
December 17, 1931

Mrs. M. A. Payne of Al-
mena won the first prize of 
$2500 and two additional 
prizes of $250 and $300 
each, all that was possible for 
one contestant to win, in the 
Catholic Bulletin Subscrip-
tion Contest. 

To accommodate patrons 
and relieve the Christmas 
mails as much as possible, a 
mail car will be running on 
the evening train Sunday, 
December 20. The local 
Post Office will be open for 
business, receiving and dis-
patching all classes of mail 
on that date from 5 pm until 

WEATHER
Date   Hi   Lo Prec.  Snow    
12/7    7   -4  0.00   0.00
12/8   10  -4  0.01   0.02
12/9   22  -4  0.00   0.00
12/10 31  15 0.05   0.08
12/11 27  19 0.43   6.7
12/12 30  18 0.00   0.00
12/13 35  15 0.00   0.00

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 

provided by the
&uPberland 8tilit\ 2ffice.

2021

“Green Energy” not the answer
To the Editor:
On September 10, 2021, 

Power Line reported that 
“…‘Green’ energy is fail-
ing with consequences that 
soon will be catastrophic.”
For example, after the 

United Kingdom closed 
their gas storage reserves, 
they discovered that they 
needed more energy.  Their 
reliance on green energy 
proved disappointing be-
cause global wind speeds 
have been heading down-
ward for several decades.  
Research at Germany’s 
Max Planck Institute has 
concluded that existing 
wind turbines could actu-
ally play a critical role in 
lessening the wind power 
available.
At times, the wind stopped 

blowing and energy stopped 
flowing.
Ireland, a main source for 

additional energy for the 
UK, had to stop energy ex-
ports to the UK as energy 
costs skyrocketed.  Accord-
ing to Power Line, Ireland 
was worried about their 
own energy shortages and 
blackouts from low wind 
speeds and a shortage of 
natural gas.
According to Power Line, 

“The U.S. has the resources 

to offset a squeeze on natu-
ral gas supplies for other 
nations, but the Biden ad-
ministration is opposed to 
domestic gas production,”.
Europe has invested heav-

ily in wind and solar ener-
gies. When the wind stops 
and when solar panels are 
covered in snow, there is a 
major shortage of energy 
which has resulted in spiral-
ing prices.
Because President Biden 

has refused to help with our 
oil, the European countries 
that have grown depend-
ent upon “green” energy 
have had to open coal-based 
plants to cope with the need 
for energy.
Why should anyone expect 

America to have a different 
experience? Is it really wise 
to shut down our oil indus-
try? Is it really economi-
cally sound to close our coal 
mines?
Check out: “Green”: A 

Slow-Motion Train Wreck | 
Power Line (powerlineblog.
com) and Are Low Wind 
Speeds Behind Britain’s 
Energy Crisis? | Principia 
Scientific Intl. (principia-
scientific.com)

Rena Ulland
Rice Lake
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Non Emergency Phone Numbers:
Cumberland Police Dept. 822-2754
Barron County Sheriff  537-3106
Polk County Sheriff 485-8300

Emergency 911

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

JT Great Selection Great Selection 
of Used Vehiclesof Used Vehicles

All Reasonably All Reasonably 
Priced!Priced!

Call Jim Wackerfuss today!Call Jim Wackerfuss today!
715-822-3517 or 715-491-1612715-822-3517 or 715-491-1612

Hwy 63 NHwy 63 N
CumberlandCumberland

Next to Next to 
Cumberland Cumberland 

ACE HardwareACE Hardware

AUTO 
SALES

JT 
AUTO SALES2009 NISSAN ROGUE

$6995All Wheel Dr.• 4 cyl.

Barron County 
Circuit Court

Traffic Court 
Allied Waste Services 

of North America LLC., 
Sarona, vehicle equipment 
violations-group 1, $238.30. 
Danelle M. Anderson, 45, 
Birchwood, operating a mo-
tor vehicle without proof of 
insurance, $10.00. Timothy 
R. Etchison, 38, Barron, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance, $200.50, 
operating while revoked, 
$200.50, and failure to 
properly maintain exhaust 
system, $175.30. Bradley 
K. Erwin, 41, Shell Lake, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00, and operating a mo-
tor vehicle without proof of 
insurance, $10.00. Coral R. 
Grensing, 19, Rice Lake, 
speeding, $187.90. Marvin 
G. Guillen, 34, Carson, GA., 
operating without required 
lamps lighted, $162.70. 
Brock A. Haseltine, 19, 
Bloomer, speeding, $276.10. 
Maverick J. Levan, 20, Rice 
Lake, operating while sus-
pended, $200.50. Susie L. 
Merrill, 25, Cumberland, 
operating while revoked, 
$263.50. Maynard P. Mill-
er, 23, Barron, speeding, 
$183.30. Joseph J. Mur-
phy, 25, Barron, operating 
while suspended, $200.50. 
Elijah D. Olson, 21, New 
Auburn, speeding, $175.30. 
Alexander M. Perez, 20, 
Hudson, speeding, $175.30. 
Dominique C. Weiland, 26, 
Chetek, failure to wear a seat 
belt, $10.00. Juan M. Anto-
nio-Zepeda, 31, Almena, op-
erating a motor vehicle with-
out a valid license, $200.50. 
Jason T. Best, 44, Downing, 
OWI, $3264.00. Bryan D. 
Hays, 32, Chippewa Falls, 
OWI., $1492.00. Rita D. 
Hryniewiecki, 44, Fond du 
Lac, operating while re-
voked, $516.00. Michael J. 
Wiesner, 67, Prairie Farm, 
OWI, $1492.00.

     Complaints 
Joseph D. Downing, 42, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of drug 
paraphernalia and posses-
sion of marijuana. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
was scheduled for December 
8, 2021.
Donovan D. Olson, 19, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with underage drinking. His 
court date is scheduled for 
December 29, 2021.
Jeffrey D. Heintz, 51, 

of Turtle Lake, has been 
charged with discharging a 
firearm from/across high-
way. His court date is sched-
uled for January 19, 2022.
Jessica A. Fisher, 44, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. Her court 
date was scheduled for De-
cember 6, 2021.
Terra V. Lindemans, 40, of 

Ladysmith, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. Her court 
appearance was scheduled 
for December 6, 2021.
Maria R. Corpus, 46, of Al-

mena, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and do-
mestic abuse. Her court date 
is scheduled for December 
22, 2021.
Erin K. Stodola, 43, of 

Onalaska, has been charged 
with obstructing an officer 
and disorderly conduct. Her 
court date is scheduled for 
January 5, 2022.
Colton J. Sadowski, 19, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of marijua-

na. His court date is sched-
uled for January 26, 2022.

Criminal
Complaints

   Travis A. Duxbury, 38, of 
Cameron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. His ad-
journed initial appearance is 
scheduled for December 15, 
2021.
Chad C. Headley, 32, of 

Hayward, has been charged 
with theft-movable prop-
erty. His initial appearance is 
scheduled for December 22, 
2021.
Jorge L. Figueroa-Rodri-

guez, 40, of Almena, has 
been charged with disor-
derly conduct and domestic 
abuse. He has a bench war-
rant issued for his arrest.
Tommy L. Robinson, 49, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with theft-movable property 
and repeater. He has a war-
rant issued for his arrest.
Kayla R. Stence, 30, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine and repeater. Her 
adjourned initial appearance 
is scheduled for December 
21, 2022.
Westly M. Billon, 27, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession 
of THC, and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. His ad-
journed initial appearance is 
scheduled for December 14, 
2021.
Nicholas D. Hamilton, 

35, of Ladymsith, has been 
charged with burglary-build-
ing or dwelling, and theft-
movable property. His initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
December 15, 2021.
Joshua D. Johnson, 31, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine and repeater. He 
has a bench warrant issued 
for his arrest. 
Delbert P. Whitehead, 

45, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with driving or op-
erating a vehicle without 
consent. His adjourned ini-
tial appearance is scheduled 
for December 15, 2021.
Dominic E. Demille, 17, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with taking and driving a ve-
hicle without consent, crimi-
nal damage to property and 
party to a crime. His initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
January 5, 2022.
Duane W. Mosay, 31, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with OWI, operating while 
revoked, possession of THC, 
possession of methamphet-
amine, and repeater. His pre-
liminary hearing was sched-
uled for December 14, 2021.
Carrie J. Hopkins, 44, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with nine counts of uttering 
a forgery.
On September 10, 2021, 

a City of Rice Lake Inves-
tigator received a call from 
a male subject, who works 
for Zenith Property Man-
agement, which owns the 
Camelot Village apartments, 
located in Rice Lake. The 
investigator reports the male 
called regarding a subject, 
Carrie Hopkins, writing her-
self checks from the com-
pany checkbook for various 
amounts of money.
The investigator reports the 

male advised that the bank 
was supposed to send five 
checkbooks to their busi-
ness address in Duluth, but 
that the bank made an er-
ror and sent the checks to 
the Camelot Apartments 
instead. The male advised 
he drove down to pick the 
checkbooks up from Hop-

kins, but did not notice that 
Hopkins only gave him four 
of the five boxes and kept 
one of them.
The investigator reports 

that the male advised that 
Hopkins did not have per-
mission to write checks out 
of the checkbook, and that 
the bank account is a bank in 
Rice Lake.
The investigator reports the 

male indicated he became 
aware of the fraudulent 
checks when he reviewed 
the company’s monthly bank 
statement and observed mul-
tiple checks that were writ-
ten from the account that he 
did not write. The investiga-
tor reports the male advised 
he is the only one who writes 
checks from the bank ac-
count. 
The investigator reports the 

male advised he contacted 
the bank, which advised that 
four checks were made out 
to Hopkins, and that one was 
made out to a male, and that 
they were all signed by the 
male subject.
The investigator reports a 

female that works with the 
bank’s fraud department sent 
him scans of five checks, 
four of which were made out 
to Hopkins in the amounts of 
$200, $200, $200, and $300. 
The investigator reports he 
observed all four checks to 
be signed by the male sub-
ject, on August 24, Septem-
ber 7, September 8, and Sep-
tember 9. 
The investigator reports 

he further observed a check 
written in the amount of 
$547 to the same male, again 
signed by the male subject. 
Investigator reports that 

on September 20, 2021, he 
was contacted by the male 
subject who advised that he 
had contacted a male renter, 
as the male subject had not 
received the male renter’s 
monthly rent checks for 
April, May and September. 
The investigator reports that 
the male advised that the 
male renter had indicated 
that he had paid the money 
to Hopkins.
The investigator reports 

that he made contact with 
the male renter, who ad-
vised that he gives his rent 
payment to Hopkins each 
month. The male renter stat-
ed for the month of May, he 
provided cash in the amount 
of $625 to another male 
subject, as he could not get 
a hold of Hopkins. For the 
month of April, the male 
renter indicated he gave 
cash, in the amount of $625 
to Hopkins, and the male 
renter advised that for the 
month of September he paid 
in the form of a check made 
out to Camelot Village Apt., 
for $625. 
The investigator reports 

that the male renter indicat-
ed that he did not have bank 
records yet, but that he con-
tacted his bank and asked 
about the check. The investi-
gator reports the male renter 
advised that the check was 
now written out to “Camelot 
Village Apt/Carrie Hop-
kins”, and that the amount 
was changed to $200 instead 
of the $625 he made it out 
for.
The investigator reports 

on October 18, 2021, he 
received an email from the 
male subject with a copy of 
the Camelot Village Apart-
ments September bank state-
ment. The investigator re-
ports the statement reflected, 
amongst other things, that on 
September 13, 2021, a check 
was rejected for the amount 
of $200, on September 14, 

2021, a check was rejected 
for the amount of $120, and 
that on September 15, 2021, 
a check was rejected for the 
amount of $120.
The investigator reports he 

contacted the female from 
the fraud department, for 
information regarding a few 
check numbers, who pro-
vided the routing number for 
the bank where the checks 
were cashed/deposited, and 
that a Google search of that 
routing number revealed 
that it belonged to Bankcorp 
Bank. 
Complainant has reviewed 

copies of check images at-
tached to the investigator’s 
reports, which reflects that 
a few checks are all made 
out to Hopkins, all three 
which have scribbled signa-
tures, which while not fully 
legible, appeared generally 
consistent with the name of 
the male subject. 
The investigator reports he 

received information in re-
sponse to a subpoena from 
US Bank which indicated 
that a few checks were all 
deposited at the Cedar Mall 
Branch in Rice Lake. 
The investigator reports he 

further received information 
from US Bank which indi-
cated a check was deposited 
in Hopkins account by a mo-
bile deposit on August 24, 
2021.
The investigator reports 

that he received a secure 
email from Bankcorp Bank 
in response to a subpoena re-
garding a few more checks. 
The investigator reports the 
information reflected that 
the account used to deposit 
all three checks belongs to 
Hopkins. 
The investigator reports 

that on November 3, 2021, 
he responded to a call for 
service related to Hopkins 
daughter, and ultimately 
made contact with Hopkins.
The investigator reports 

he interviewed Hopkins re-
garding the above-described 
incidents. The investigator 
reports he advised Hopkins 
that he had been investigat-
ing some checks that were 
written out of the Camelot 
Village Apartments bank ac-
count which the authorized 
individual, the male subject, 
did not write. 
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins if she was 
aware of these checks, and 
Hopkins advised, “yes, I 
wrote them. I won’t deny it. 
I made a mistake.” The in-
vestigator reports he asked 
Hopkins if she knew how 
many checks she wrote, and 
she advised she did not. The 
investigator reports he asked 
Hopkins if he showed her 
what he had so far if she 
would be able to tell if what 
he had was accurate or not, 
and that Hopkins stated, 
“Yup, I’m not going to deny 
it like I get it. I don’t have 
any other words so it was a 
checkbook.”
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins how she got 
the checkbook in the first 
place, and Hopkins advised 
that two checkbooks came in 
the mail, and that when she 
returned them to the mail, 
she only gave him one.
The investigator reports 

he advised Hopkins of a 
check for $547 written to a 
male subject, and Hopkins 
advised she wrote it to him 
for his  security deposit. 
Hopkins indicated that she 
was the one who wrote the 
check, and stated she wrote 
it because she had been for-
getting to get the male his 
security deposit the normal 

way, so she just wrote the 
check herself as the male 
kept bugging her about it. 
The investigator reports he 
asked Hopkins what the nor-
mal process was for getting 
someone their security de-
posit, and that Hopkins stat-
ed that she would normally 
let the male know, and that 
the male would mail a check 
to the tenant.
The investigator reports 

Hopkins indicated that she 
was not authorized to write 
checks on that account.
The investigator reports 

he asked Hopkins if she 
remembered how many 
checks she wrote herself on 
the account and she stated 
she didn’t. The investigator 
reports he asked Hopkins if 
three or four sounded right, 
and that she stated, “prob-
ably, or more, I don’t know.”
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins if a check for 
$200 made out to her sound-
ed right, and that she advised 
“Yup.” The investigator 
reports he asked the same 
question for another check 
for $200, and another check 
for $200, and another check 
for $300, and that Hopkins 
advised they all sounded 
correct, and confirmed that 
she deposited or cashed 
them at US Bank. 
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins if she  tried 
to deposit some checks 
through Bankcorp or Chime, 
and Hopkins indicated she 
did. The investigator reports 
Chime is a section of Bank-
corp.
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins if three total 
checks through Bankcorp 
sounded correct, and that she 
advised it did. The investiga-
tor reports he asked Hopkins 
if a check for $120, a check 
for $200, and a check for 

$120 sounded correct, and 
Hopkins advised that it did 
sound correct. 
The investigator reports he 

asked Hopkins if she wrote 
all three checks, including 
the one to the male, the four 
at US Bank, and the three 
to Chime or Bankcorp, and 
Hopkins advised she did. 
The investigator reports he 
asked Hopkins if she forged 
the male’s signature on all 
of the checks, and Hopkins 
advised she did. 
The investigator reports 

he asked Hopkins why she 
wrote the checks, and that 
Hopkins advised that she 
started using methamphet-
amine eight or nine months  
prior, and didn’t want any-
one to know. 
The investigator reports 

he asked Hopkins if she 
was familiar with a male 
renter, and that Hopkins 
stated she tried to cash his 
check too, but that it didn’t 
go through. The investiga-
tor reports he asked Hopkins 
about the two months that 
the male renter stated he 
paid in cash, and that Hop-
kins stated she took those 
and got money orders for 
them, and deposited them 
into the bank account.
The investigator reports 

he asked Hopkins about a 
certain check, and Hopkins 
indicated that she altered the 
check to include her name 
and change the amount on 
the check, but again indicat-
ed that it did not go through.
If convicted for nine counts 

of uttering a forgery, Hop-
kins may be fined not more 
than $10,000 for each count, 
or imprisoned not more than 
six years or both for each 
count. 
Her adjourned initial ap-

pearance is scheduled for 
December 21, 2021.      

WI State Patrol - Winter 
Storm recap
The Wisconsin State Pa-

trol-Northwest Region re-
sponded to the following 
from 12 p.m. on December 
10th to 11:00 a.m. on De-
cember 11th
Run Offs: 39 

Property Damage Crashes: 
20 
Personal Injury Crashes: 1 
Motorist Assists: 31 
Drivers are reminded to  

check 511wi.gov for up-to-
date roadway conditions. 
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Sports

Riley had scores of 8.5 
on vault, 7.8 on bars, 7.3 on 
beam, and 8.55 on floor, for 
an all around score of 32.15. 

Caleb Cook competed in 
Level 6 and posted scores of 
9.1 on vault, 6.6 on bars, 8.1 
on beam, and 8.6 on floor, 
for an all around score of 
32.4. 

Athletes from 15 schools 
participated in the meet. 
Great job by all partici-
pants!

Up And In!

Cumberland senior Maisen Gores continued her excellent start to the season scoring 25 points and grabbing 13 
rebounds in the Beavers win over the Bulldogs Thursday night in Cumberland.

Teagan Benson looks for a teammate in the Beavers home win over Chetek-Weyerhaeuser last Thursday in 
Cumberland. Benson scored 5 points in the win.

Reyna Bertelsen had a solid all around game scoring four points, had three steals and played good defense in 
the girls win over the Bulldogs.

The Cumberland Girl’s 
Basketball Team raised their 
record to 3 and 2 on the 
young season with a 60-24 
victory over the Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser Bulldogs 
last Thursday night on their 
home floor. The team was 
back in action on Tuesday 
in Barron and then host the 
Cameron Comets this Friday 
night in a 7:15 pm start. Next 
Tuesday, December 21, they 
travel to Spooner to take on 
the Rails in their final contest 
before  Christmas break.
Cumberland rolled to a 

27-8 halftime bulge against 
the Bulldogs in securing the 
easy victory. Maisen Gores, 
continued her strong season 
by scoring 25 points and 
grabbing 13 rebounds. Scor-
ing over 20 points per con-
test on the year, Gores added 
four blocks to her evening’s 
work.
Coach Brian Dutton also 

received a solid performance 
from Mecina Garibaldi, who 
scored 17 points and dished 
out three assists. Anna 
Ranallo and Teagan Monson 
added five points each, while 
Reyna Bertelsen scored four 
points and had four steals in 

the contest. 
“We set a goal defensively 

before the game to hold them 
under 25. Reyna played very 
good defense again while 
Mecina played her best game 
of the year. Foul trouble hurt 
us in the first half and al-
though we struggled shooting 
at times it was good to see the 
girls get a win without play-
ing their best,” added Coach 
Dutton.
The team has a chance to 

continue their winning ways 
as their opponents the next 
three games have a combined 
record of 3 and 9 to date. 
Two of the contests are on the 
road, however, with only Fri-
day’s game against Cameron 
in Elmer Beran Gymnasium.  
“To win these games, we will 
have to play well and con-
tinue to show improvement,” 
concluded Dutton.
Upcoming schedule:
• Tue Dec 14 @ Barron 

(1-2), 7:15 PM Barron High 
School
• Fri Dec 17 vs. Cameron 

(1-3) 7:15 PM at Home
• Tue Dec 21 @ Spooner 

(0-3) 7:15 PM Spooner High 
School.

Girl’s Basketball Defeats 

Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 60-24

The Cumberland Boy’s 
Basketball Team finally 
opened up their season last 
week with a trip to Maple 
to take on the State’s third 
ranked Northwestern Ti-
gers. The results left the 
Beavers with an 86-48 loss 
and work to do before their 
home contest this Thursday 
night against the Barron 
Bears. Game time is 7:15 
pm.
“Northwestern is one of 

the best teams in the state, 
as they return almost eve-
ryone from last years Sec-
tional team. We played hard 
but the pace they played at 
and their experience took a 
toll on us. We’ll get better 
as games like this show you 
where you need work and 
we’ll look to correct things 
by Thursday,” said Coach 
Corey Berghammer.
The Tigers shot and passed 

well as their defense created 
26 Cumberland turnovers 
in the contest. They would 
build a 55-15 halftime lead 
as they showed the talent of 
a league favorite. Lahti had 

21 and John Grohn 19 to 
lead the Tigers offense. 
Monty Peterson led the 

Beavers with 14 points, in-
cluding two of three treys. 
Vaughn Johnson added 
12, while freshman Gavin 
Gores contributed seven 
points and nine rebounds. 
David Olson had a team-
high four assists.
The Beavers host the 0 

and 3 Bears on Thursday, 
before traveling to Chetek 
this Saturday night for a 
game against the 1 and 3 
Bulldogs. The two games 
this week should provide an 
opportunity for the young 
Beaver squad to break into 
the 2021-2022 win column. 
Upcoming schedlue:
• Thursday, Dec. 16, 

7:15pm Cumberland vs. 
Barron at Cumberland.
• Saturday, Dec. 18, 

7:15pm, Cumberland vs. 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser  at 
Chetek-Weyerhaeuser High 
School
• Tuesday, Dec. 21, 7:15pm 

Cumberland vs.  Cameron 
at Cameron High School

Boys Basketball Opens Season 

with Loss at Northwestern

The Northwest Icemen 
Co-op High School Hockey 
Team was busy last week 
as they played three con-
tests, winning one and los-
ing twice. The team is now 
2 and 3 on the season with 
two games left before the 
Christmas break. The Icemen 
played Somerset on Tuesday 
and then travel to Onalaska 
this Saturday, where they will 
play the La Crosse Aquinas/
Holmen Avalanche in a 3:15 
pm start.
Last week, the Icemen 

were defeated by Baldwin-
Woodville 8-1 and Lake-
land 5-1 while defeating 

Ashland in front of a home 
crowd in Spooner, 4-2. The 
team has two Cumberland 
players, goalie Connor 
Morrison and Dylan Capra, 
on the roster.
Morrison was the starter in 

the net in all three contests. 
Six of the goals against him 
came on the power play, in-
cluding both Ashland scores 
in the team’s victory over 
the Oredockers. He had 29 
saves in that contest, while 
racking up an amazing 41 
saves in last Saturday’s loss 
at Lakeland. Morrison was 
the team’s MVP last season 
as a junior.

Northwest Icemen Record 

Stands at 2 and 3

The Kipsters from-
Deutsch’s Gymnastics in 
Rice Lake hosted the Jin-
gle Bell Jubillee on Satur-
day, December 4th. Three 
youngsters from Cumber-
land participated in the 
event.

Kamryn Wanke and Riley 
Majewski participated in 
Level 2. Kamryn scored an 
8.7 on vault, 8.3 on bars, 8.5 
on beam, and 8.55 on floor, 
good for an all around score 
of 34.05. 

Kipsters compete in 

Jingle Bell Jubillee



An Outdoorsman’s Journal 
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The best days of Deer Camp
This week I am writing to you about some of the 

experiences at my deer camp (The Red Brush Gang) 
in northern Juneau County. This would be my 50th 
year in a row and it was as much fun and as exhaust-
ing as one person can handle and still maintain a 
heartbeat.

Tuesday, November 23rd
High 39, low 24
After opening weekend, our camp, which held 17 

hunters, shrinks to six for the midweek days and on 
the second and last weekend it grew to 23. What we 
do is large area drives using our knowledge of The 
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge and The Meadow 
Valley Wildlife Area to push what is generally one 
mile squared, but can vary in size.

At night we have salsa, cheese and sausage 
which is always followed up by an incredible meal 
that is served between 9 to 11.

Basically, our camp is made up of the old timers, 
which are 58 to 69 and our kids, and we have been 
blessed with a ton of them that love camp. Back when 
they did not know a compass from a gun scope, we 
began the training for our deer drives and I was the 
jerk that was in charge and that was not a job that I 
liked but it had to be done.

Our drives back in the day and still to a point are 
done while wearing hip boots and using a compass.   
The drivers are pushing some of the roughest coun-
try imaginable. Swamps that can have water from 
3-inches to six-feet and this year it was actually low 
water that was our killer. The bog is not even and it 
was semi frozen and you were either walking on top 
of it, falling off with a foot or your next step was down 
two feet.

Yesterday, which was Monday, is generally our 
most productive driving day of the season and there 
was 14 of us, 7 pushers and seven standers. At days 
end we had spotted two deer for the entire crew, and 
nothing had been harvested.

We were using two way radios and some of the 
comments from the gang about the terrain made you 
feel their pain, sentences like, never again, this is the 
worst!, I ‘m stuck!, O my God!, Get me a helicopter.

So today after a rather robust evening at the 
shack the six of us began hunting and our first drive 
was about two miles long and perhaps 700-yards 
wide. We saw one deer and it was only a tail. No 
matter what anyone tells you, my friends in parts of 
Wisconsin there are a lot less whitetail deer due to 
the presence of the gray wolf.

So, we get bold and walk two-miles without hunt-
ing to set up our last drive of the day.  The gang con-
sists of Doug Cibulka, Jeff Moll and myself as stand-
ers.   Brothers Ryan and Ross Moll and Joey Dushek 
are the pushers. I am the furthest from the trucks 
which by smart phone tells us that we are 3.4 miles 
away from the real world.

We are new to this drive and the pushers are 
moving deer right away. One of our guys has a doe 
tag and it is his last day at camp and has opened it 
up. I’m standing on a beaver hut in a spot that I have 
never seen before.

There is skim ice and the biggest beaver that I 
have ever seen in my life is very mad at me and on 
three occasions gets within 20-feet of me. I honestly 
believe this animal was pushing 80-pounds.

All of a sudden there is 4-deer running as fast as 
a deer can run to my right, my 300 barks and I think 
I may have dropped a good-sized doe but have no 
clue because they all vanished at the same time.

Five minutes later what would be a 3-point buck 
is crossing the same area as fast as a deer can run.   
The 300 barks four times and the buck disappears 
and again I do not know for sure if I got it. As daylight 
fades and the drivers make it to me, I do the job of 
crossing the flooded marsh and there is my buck and 
my friends doe. Both are beautiful animals and after 
skinning I would see the buck was hit all four times. 

That is the furthest we ever whacked deer from our 
trucks and when we got back to camp at 7:30 the 
Moll Boys cooked up steaks, we had us a fireside 
chat, and more laughs than some people have in a 
year.

Six days later 23 of us broke camp with only one 
more deer but one heck of a bunch of great memo-
ries!  

Sunset 

 At 69 Dick Schuster of Poynette is still negotiating the 
rough terrain.

Part of the Red Brush Gang taking a break between 
deer drives!

Boaz West gets ready to wrestle last Saturday at the Dual in the Dells. Photo by Lucas Simon

Josh Simon had a strong showing at the Dual in the Dells going 4-1 on the day including 3 pins. Photo by Lucas Simon

Cooper Schramski takes down his man last Saturday in Wisconsin Dells. Photo by Lucas Simon

A very young Cumber-
land Wrestling Team con-
tinued to gain valuable 
experience last week as 
they opened up HON ac-
tion by traveling to Ma-
ple where they suffered a 
63-15 loss to a very good 
Northwestern Tiger Team. 
The Beavers then finished 
up the week by heading to 
Wisconsin Dells last week-
end, to participate in the 
28-team Dual in the Dells. 
There, they wrestled five 
teams, finishing with a re-
cord of 2 and 3.
Against Northwestern, 

one of the conference fa-
vorites, Cumberland re-
ceived two forfeits and an 
exciting come from behind 
5-3 victory by Senior Josh 
Simon in scoring their 15 
team points. It was a very 
nice win by Simon against 
Jesse Larson, a wrestler 
who was Honorable Men-
tion All-Conference last 
winter.
On Saturday in the Dells, 

Iowa-Grant was the overall 
team champion with a per-
fect 5 and 0 dual record. 
Cumberland battled game-
ly against some strong 
competition, dropping de-
cisions to Wisconsin Dells 
(48-36), Slinger (69-9) and 
Campbellsport (57-24), 
while defeating Boyce-
ville (51-30) and Adams-
Friendship (48-30). 
Three Cumberland wres-

tlers in particular had ex-
cellent weekends. 
Wrestling at 120 pounds, 

Sophomore Dawson John-
son continued to impress 
following his State Cham-
pionship last February. 
Johnson would win all 
five of his matches, two 
by pins, one by decision, 
and two by forfeit. Josh Si-
mon, meanwhile, is off to 
a strong start on his senior 
season. On Saturday, Si-
mon went 4 and 1 losing 
only to Sebastian Meyer 
of Campbellsport by a 5-4 
score. In his other four 
matches, Simon would 
pick up three pins and a 
forfeit. 

A final excellent perfor-
mance was put in by fresh-
man Peter Montgomery 
at 106 pounds, where he 
would also finish with a 4 
and 1 mark. Montgomery 
would pick up a forfeit and 
record three pins, while los-
ing only to Brady Daniels of 
Slinger by a fall.
In early competition, 

Coach Peterson has often 
wrestled with eight fresh-
men and three sophomores 
in the line-up. Currently it 
makes it tough to compete 
against the better teams, 
but the experience gained 
by them should make for 
some excellent wrestlers 
down the line. The roster 
has only two competitors 
above the sophomore class, 
with 13 freshmen and four 
sophomores working to fill 
positions.
Peterson would go on to 

say about the weekend, 
“We saw some of the best 
teams in the state compete. 
It was a great chance to see 
where we are at as a team 
and what we need to work 
on as the season progresses.  
Our young team has devel-
oped a solid foundation of 
skills and endurance and 
we are learning from every 
situation. It will be a quick 
turnaround as we compete 
at home against Superior 
on Tuesday and then at Os-
ceola on Saturday. These 
two competitions will give 
us another chance to show 
improvement.”
One area where that would 

help the Beavers is filling 
all of the weight classes, 
something Coach Peterson 
is hoping to do. It is a prob-
lem for all teams, however, 
as Cumberland received all 
48 of their points in the vic-
tory over Adams-Friendship 
through forfeited six-point-
ers. Cumberland is still 
looking to fill three open 
spots.
The team was back in ac-

tion on Tuesday against Su-
perior and then head to Os-
ceola this Saturday for the 
Osceola Invitational, where 
wresting starts at 9:00 am.

Cumberland Wrestlers Open 

Conference, Travel to Dells
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Dylan Capra skates across the blue line last week vs Lakeland. The Icemen dropped a 5-1 decision. The club is 
back in action this Thurday in Spooner and Saturday when they head south to Onalaska. Photo bt Alexa Mor-
rison

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Dec. 16

Hockey vs Hayward @ Spooner 7:00
Boys BB home vs Barron 7:15

Friday, Dec. 17
Girls BB home vs Cameron 7:15

Saturday, Dec. 18
Wrestling @ Osceola 9:00
Boys BB @ Chetek 12:00
Hockey @ Onalaska 3:00

Tuesday, Dec. 21
Wrestling home vs Barron 7:00

Boys BB @ Cameron 7:15
Girls BB @ Spooner 7:15



Obituaries continued on 
page 10

Family-Owned
Four Locations 

“We Treasure the Trust
 You Place in Us.”  

GARAGE SALES
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OBITUARIES

Church Directory

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL
Chris Janssen

Financial Associate 
1335 Elm St., Cumberland, WI.
715-822-4388 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

HANDI-LIFT TRANSPORTATION
1-800-989-RIDE
1275 Elm St. • Cumberland

Office: 715-822-5077
FAX: 715-822-5078

Serving NW WI since 1977

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake
715-822-3595 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Kenneth Konesky
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (715) 719-0283 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8 & 
10:30 am, with fellowship fol-
lowing. Sunday School 9:15 am 
Communion 1st and 3rd weeks 
of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Mike Brubaker
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 9:00 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Thursday 6:30 pm 
Church Service. Online ser-
vices and calendar of events 
available at www.northernlake-

schurch.com
SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Virgil Amundson, Pastor
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 
Family Worship: 10 a.m.; K. F. C. 
10 a.m.; U-Turn Student Minis-
tries: Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane House
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Sundays 8:30 
am; Holy communion first and 
third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

Ora M. Hahs
Ora M. Hahs passed away 

December 5, 2021 at Cum-
berland Care and Rehab.  She 
was born May 31, 1922 In 
Waukesha County to John and 
Louisa (Schmidt) Hahs.  She 
lived with her family on their 
farm until age 18, when she 
moved to Milwaukee. In 1952 
she moved to Cumberland.  

Ora graduated from Elm-
wood Grade School and Solo-
mon Juneau High School in 
Milwaukee.  Her higher edu-
cation included one year at 
UW-Milwaukee, graduation 
from Racine/Kenosha Teach-
ers’ Normal, a BA from UW-
Whitewater and an MA from 
UM-Minneapolis.  

She taught elementary 
grades in Racine County for 
seven years and then taught 
elementary and junior high 
grades in Cumberland until 

her retirement in 1985, ex-
cept for two years teaching 
elementary grades for the US 
Army in Nuremberg, GE.  All 
total, Ora taught school for 40 
years.

She enjoyed bowling, golf, 
gardening, sewing, reading, 
dancing, spending time with 
her nieces and nephews and 
especially loved TRAVEL.  
Ora traveled to all 50 states.  
During her two years in Ger-
many she traveled to most 
countries in Europe as well 
as the Holy Land, Lebanon, 
and Egypt.  After retiring she 
traveled extensively includ-
ing: Tahiti, Figi, Australia and 
New Zealand, all of South 
America and the Galapos 
Islands; Mexico City, the 
Mayan ruins in the Yucatan 
Peninsula and resort cities in 
Mexico; Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Greece and the Greek Islands, 
Turkey, Hong Kong, Kenya, 
Tanzania, Zimbabwe, and 
Costa Rica.  

Ora was very active in her 
church; Alter Guild, Church 
Women, Sunday School 
teacher, Choir (50 years), 
Librarian (20 years), Coun-
cil Secretary (20 years) and 
suEstitutH oIficH sHcrHtary ��� 
years).  She was also a mem-
ber of the Music Club, Wom-
en’s Club and Hospital Volun-
teers.  She helped organize the 

Psi Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma and the thrift store of 
Rice Lake.  

Ora is survived by eleven 
nieces and nephews, many 
great-nieces and nephews and 
cousins.  She was preceded 
in death by her parents, two 
brothers, three sisters, two 
nieces and one nephew.  

Funeral Services will be at 
11 AM, Friday, December 17 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church 
in Cumberland with Pastors 
John Miels and Steve Miller 
oIficiatinJ.  9isitation Zill EH 
one hour prior to the service 
and interment will be at the 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Cemetery in Hales Corners, 
WI. 

Luella DeGolier
Luella “Sissy” DeGolier, 

89, of Turtle Lake died De-
cember 8, 2021 at the Amery 
Hospital.  Luella was born 

near Arland on August 9, 
1932 to Andrew and Clara 
(Fornell) Anderson.  She 
grew up in Turtle Lake and 
graduated from Turtle Lake 
High School as valedicto-
rian in 1951.  After working 
as a typist for three years in 
Minneapolis, she returned 
to Wisconsin and on June 5, 
1954 married Howard “Tom” 
DeGolier in Turtle Lake.

Polio as a teenager lim-
ited the use of her legs for 
the past seven decades, but 
Luella lived a full life, raising 
fiYH Eoys on tKH Iamily Iarm 
north of Turtle Lake.  She 
was active in the Horseshoe 
Lake Homemakers’ Club, 
Zion Lutheran Church, and 
for about 20 years was Clerk 
of the Town of Beaver.  She 
enjoyed reading, playing card 
games and Scrabble, watch-
ing birds, doing crossword 
and jigsaw puzzles, and “cof-
fee time.”

/uHlla is surYiYHd Ey fiYH 
sons:  Mike (Sue) of Rice 
Lake, Bob (Karen) of Com-
stock, Gary (Laura) of Amery, 
Scott of Turtle Lake, and 
Steve of Turtle Lake;  sis-
ter Nancy (John) Brunes of 
Pequot Lakes, MN; brother 
Andy (Pat) of Belleville , WI; 
sisters-in-law Bev Anderson 
of Puyallup, WA, and Mary 
Anderson of Fish Creek, WI; 

grandchildren Jeremy, Bran-
don (Sara), Allison, Travis 
(Mallory), and Dustin (Sara) 
DeGolier, Jamie (Tim) Mills, 
and Amber (Lucas) Hanke; 
great-grandchildren Jacob, 
Madeline, Violet, Luke, Lo-
gan, and Jordan DeGolier, 
Reagan and Skylar Hanke, 
Willow Franc, and Louis and 
Luella Mills.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents: Andrew and 
Clara Anderson;  husband: 
Howard, in 1992; brothers: 
Gordon, Rodney (Elva), and 
Ned Anderson; and sister-in-
law: Edna Anderson.

Funeral Services will be 
held at Zion Lutheran Church 
in Turtle Lake at 11 AM, De-
cember 18, 2021 with Pastor 
6tHYH 0illHr oIficiatinJ.  9is-
itation will be one hour prior 
to the service and interment 
will be at Mt Hope Cemetery.

Skinner Funeral Home 
of Turtle Lake is serving the 
family.   

    Attend 
the Church

of your 
choice this 
weekend

“Ponder in your Heart the Christmas 
Story”
by Rev. Diane House

Trinity Lutheran, McKinley 

“When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ 
So they went with haste and found Mary and Jo-
seph, and the child lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they made known what had been old them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 
all these words and pondered them in her heart. the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.” Luke 2: 15-20

Maybe like me, you have been hearing this sto-
ry many times at this time of year. Maybe, you are 
rHadinJ tKHsH Zords Ior tKH first timH. (itKHr Zay� , 
wonder what strikes you about this story?

When I was a little kid, I was confused by how 
Mary and Joseph, and the child could all be lying in 
the manger because that is how that verse struck me 
ZKHn , KHard it rHad�  , noZ find otKHr YHrsHs striN-
ing. I am struck by the message made to shepherds, 
to outcasts of the community doing work no one else 
wants to do. Their curiosity and recognition of Jesus 
is striking. Their witness to these events is some of 
tKH first HYanJHlism in /uNH·s JosSHl. 7KHy comH to 
the manger to see and then go and tell their neigh-
bors about Jesus.

%ut� ZKat , find most striNinJ aEout tKHsH YHrsHs is 
Mary. Mary treasures the words about her newborn 
son and ponders them in her heart. I think the im-
age of her bonding with her son as she ponders her 
recent extreme experiences as she nurtures her son is 
beautiful and poignant.

During this Christmas season, I encourage every-
one to treasure and ponder the amazing story of God 
born into the world in the baby Jesus. Like the shep-
herds come and hear the story and then go and tell 
others about Jesus and how God is present through 
Jesus in your life. 
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Interior 
Painting

  Kevin Zappa
715-641-1389

OBITUARIES ...

RESTAURANT POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Louie’s on the Lake in Cumberland is 
looking for Line cooks and Prep Cooks. 

Full or Part-time, competitive pay. 
Please apply in person at 

Louie’s on the Lake or contact Abby 
at abbygeisler@comcast.net 

or call 715-671-0186

Award-Winning Service 

24/7 
Call Toll-free 

All Brands – All Systems 

1-855-Go Dirks! 
(1-855-463-4757) 

Dirksheating.com 

x Free – Friendly Estimates 
x Comprehensive Safety 

Inspections & tune-ups 
x Financing Available (oac) 

RENTALS

PersonalsPERSONALS

FOR SALE

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. Instant 
SR-22 filings. tfnc

BUSINESS SERVICES

Eugene L. Effertz
Eugene Lawrence Effertz, 

79, passed away December 
7, 2021. He was born June 5, 
1942, in Minneapolis, MN to 
Lawrence John and Frances 

Mary (Kinkela) Effertz. He 
grew up in Cumberland. 

He married Belinda Gregor 
on August 30, 1969, they 
have three children: Jeremy 
(Kimberly) Effertz, Rachael 
(Todd) Hartman, and Joshua 
(Jessica) Effertz; five grand-
children: Teygaen Hartman, 
Zachary Effertz, Sydney Ef-
fertz, Tryntaen Hartman, and 
Nicholas Effertz; brother, 
Mark Picozzi; sister, Mau-
reen (Mark) Jirsa; nephew, 
Anthony Picozzi, and niece, 
Cali Jirsa. Eugene was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, 
Lawrence (killed in WWII) 
and Frances; his step-father, 

Anthony Picozzi; and his sis-
ter, Katherine Mary Effertz.

Eugene loved the woods, 
camping and campfires. He 
loved trains and talked about 
the times his Aunt Marie and 
Uncle Mel would take him on 
train rides to visit their many 
relatives.

Memorial service will be 
held at 3 PM Sunday, January 
2, 2022, at Skinner Funeral 
Home in Rice Lake with visi-
tation one hour prior.

Private interment at North-
ern Wisconsin Veterans Me-
morial Cemetery. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Rice Lake is serving the family.  

Edna E. Nesvold
Edna Eleanor (Olson) 

Nesvold, 94, of Fond du Lac, 
passed away on December 
6, 2021 at The Woodlands 
Senior Park. She was born 
February 9, 1927, a daughter 
of Gust and Jessie (Erick-
son) Olson.

Edna married John “Bud” 
Nesvold on August 19, 
1950 in Augustana Church 
in Cumberland. They were 
married for 65 years before 
he preceded her in death.

She was a meticulous 
housekeeper even in her later 

years when her eyesight start-
ed to fail. Even Bud’s t-shirts 
and boxer shorts couldn’t es-
cape Edna’s iron. Edna was 
an excellent seamstress who 
made her daughter’s clothes 
for many years. Her cook-
ing was second to none. She 
was a terrible card player but 
loved to play with her grand-
children.

After her children left home, 
she received her dietician’s li-
cense. She enjoyed her job 
working at The Good Samari-
tan Home in St. Croix Falls, 
Wisconsin as a dietician.

Edna and Bud enjoyed 
attending Immanuel Trin-
ity Lutheran Church. Before 
Bud’s passing, they spent 
every winter in Arkansas 
where they played countless 
rounds of golf. 

Edna is survived by her 
two children Gwen (Jim) 
Gilles and John (Ann Averill) 
Nesvold; three grandchildren 
Benjamin and Hannah Nes-
vold, and Molly (fiancé Jim 

Sitar) Gilles; several nieces 
and nephews, other relatives 
and friends.

She was preceded in death 
by her husband, parents, four 
siblings, and her in-laws.

A memorial service for 
Edna was held on Monday, 
December 13, 2021 at Zach-
erl Funeral Home.

Edna’s family would like 
to give a huge thank you to 
the staff at the Woodlands 
Senior Park for their loving 
care and assistance during 
Edna’s final years and to St. 
Agnes Hospice, especially 
Nicole who cared for her in 
her last few months.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als may be given to St. Agnes 
Hospice and Broken Bread.

Edna and Bud will be laid 
to rest in the Northern Wis-
consin Veteran’s Memorial 
Cemetery. 

Visit www.zacherlfuner-
alhome.com to send condo-
lences.

Stanley H. Kuhl
Stanley Harold Kuhl, 79, 

of Cumberland died, De-
cember 13, 2021, at Care 
and Rehab-Cumberland. He 
was born October 26, 1942, 
in Marshalltown, IA to Har-
old and Maxine (Ohrt) Kuhl. 
Stanley and his family moved 
to Red Wing, MN in 1960 

and opened a DX Service 
Station. He met Diane Schutz 
and on August 31, 1962, they 
were married. They raised 
their children in Red Wing 
until moving to their Cum-
berland cabin in 2000. 

Stanley was a jack of all 
trades; he worked in roofing, 
road construction, mainte-
nance, and as a mechanic. 
There was hardly anything 
that he could not do or fix. 
In his down time, Stanley 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, and 
gardening. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Diane of Cumberland; sons, 
Kelly (Kim) Kuhl of Red 
Wing, and Brent Kuhl of Red 
Wing; four grandchildren: 
Kendra, Mitchell (Chelsea), 
Hailey (Andrew), and Han-

na; brother, Daryl (Katie) 
Kuhl of Red Wing, MN; sis-
ter, Janell (John) McNeill of 
Tuckerton, NJ; nieces, neph-
ews, and many other family 
and friends. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Har-
old and Maxine Kuhl. 

A private family service 
will be held with Pastor John 
Miels officiating. Burial will 
be in Lakeside Cemetery. 
Pallbearers are his grandchil-
dren. A Celebration of Life 
will be held at a later date for 
all to attend. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials can be given to St. Paul 
Lutheran Church of Cumber-
land. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.  

Barronett News By Judy Pieper
We had a nice surprise on 

Monday.  Duane’s sister and 
nephew, Cheryl Pieper and 
Chad Westerlund, came for 
a short visit.  Chad and Du-
ane spent most of the time 
in the garage talking about 
uninteresting things like 
the ’50 Chevy, so Cheryl 
and I had plenty of time to 
talk about exciting things 
like grandchildren and her 
new apartment and stuff.  
I made turkey pot pie for 
lunch, which they seemed 
to like a lot – which made 
me happy.  I got rid of a few 
more leftovers that way.  
We had a great visit – Chad 
and Cheryl live in the Twin 
Cities, so we don’t see them 
often enough.

Geri Pittman, Lynn Thon 
and I were among the many 
women relaxing and enjoy-
ing the St. Lucia program 
at Augustana Lutheran 
Church last Friday.  St. 
Lucia and her attendants 
performed their parts flaw-
lessly and the songs by the 
women’s chorus were beau-
tifully done.  

When we went into the 
Great Hall for breakfast 
after the program, we were 
happy to have Corrine Thoe 
and Sandy Kolb join us at 
the table.  While we were 
visiting, we found out that, 
during the Christmas sea-
son, Sandy makes a small 
amount of lutefisk.  Hmmm.  
Not our favorite dish, but 
there are a lot of Scandina-
vians in this area that need 
lutefisk in order to feel that 
the season is complete.  We 
had a very nice visit with 
Corrine and Sandy, and I 
invited them to come to the 
Scandinavian Smorgasbord 
in Barronett next year.

You know, Grandma 
Hefty used to make lute-

The ladies eating lunch at the Barronett Lutheran Christmas party.  Starting at the 
bottom, left side, is Pat Sweet, Ann Egstad, Peg Thompson and Gloria Gunderson.  
then, at the top on the right is Geri Pittman, next, Laura Maginnis, and last, Sharai 
Hefty.  

fisk at Christmas time, and 
when I was a child, I could 
not stand even the smell of 
the stuff.  Well, a few years 
ago I decided to give it 
one more try.  I was at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran’s “Ole 
and Lena” dinner with my 
cousin, Fern Kittleson, and 
she seemed to be enjoying 
the lutefisk a lot.  I put a bite 
of it in my mouth and found 
out that it was not because 
of immature tastebuds that I 
didn’t like it.  It still tasted 
awful.  I’m glad we have re-
frigerators and freezers now 
so that we no longer have to 
preserve fish in that manner 
if we choose not to. 

The women’s Christmas 
Party at Barronett Lutheran 
Church on Saturday was 
way too much fun.  Geri 
Pittman had come in early 
and got everything set up – 
there were pretty tablecloths 
and centerpieces on the ta-
bles, and a circle of chairs 
was set up to use for caro-
ling and games.  Everyone 
brought something for the 
potluck lunch, so there was 
a huge variety of delicious 
dishes and desserts.  After a 
very leisurely meal we sang 
lots of Christmas carols and 
then played dice for gifts.  
Everyone left with several 
gifts and a good time was 
had by all.   

That was quite a snow-
storm we had on Saturday.  
Duane was busy for hours 
plowing snow.  I’m so glad he 
has the Kubota now.  It’s en-
closed and has heat – he used 
to do the plowing on a skid 
steer without a cab, and he 
would come home just about 
frozen.  Man, these modern 
conveniences are nice. 

Duane and I went to Bill 
Gill’s farm on Thursday, 
visited with Bill and had 

coffee and hot chocolate, 
and then cut a beautiful 
Christmas tree.  We will be 
putting it up and decorat-
ing it this week.  It’s finally 
starting to look a little like 
Christmas at our house – 
and to smell like Christmas 
too.  Lynn Thon and I have 
been baking lots of cookies 
to put in gift bags for the 
employees at Oak View.  
Duane has been helping 
by sampling and letting us 
know if the cookies are up 
to par.  

Suzy and Ryan Lehmann, 
Lynn Thon and Duane and 
I had a wonderful breakfast 
at Hilltop Retreat on Sun-
day morning.  Natalie was 
waiting tables, of course, 
and we talked her into tak-
ing a short break and join-
ing us for a cup of coffee.  
Pat Olson couldn’t join us 
because she was busy mak-
ing tomato soup for some-
one’s party – she’s always 
busy doing something for 
someone.  We had a great 
time eating, visiting and 
laughing a lot.

The joke this week comes 
from Geri Pittman, via The 
Lutheran Digest.  A snail 
walked into a car showroom, 
looked around and picked 
out the fastest sports car on 
the lot.  The salesman was 
surprised and asked why 
a snail would want some-
thing that goes so fast.  The 
snail answered, “I’m going 
to paint a big red ‘S’ on the 
hood and listen to people 
say, ‘Look at that S car go.’”  

That’s about all I know 
from Barronett this week.  
Hope you are getting every-
thing done that you want to 
do for Christmas.  Remem-
ber to take some time to re-
lax and enjoy the beautiful 
snow.  See you next week.

‘Tis the Season

SHOP
CUMBERLAND

We are looking for new team members to 
join our family in the following areas:

DietaryAide - Full time 
CNA - Full or Part time - Day shift 
Housekeeper - Full time - Day shift

We offer Health, Dental, Vision, 401K and 
other employee perks!

If you are tinterested or have any questions, please 
feel free to call Kristin, Administrator, 

at 715-822-7054 or apply online at 
careandrehab.com

Care & Rehab Cumberland
1100 7th Ave. • Cumberland, WI 54829

Employment 
Opportunities

FULL	TIME	ACCOUNTANT	&	TAX	PREPARER	POSITION

Accepting	applications	for	full-time	accountant.
Anderson,	Hager	&	Moe	SC	CPAs	

Spooner	Office

Looking	for	a	self-motivated,	detail	orientated
person.		Must	be	proficient	in	Microsoft	Word	and
Excel.	Knowledge	of	Quickbooks	beneficial	also.

Two	year	or	four	year	degree	required.		
Wage	dependent	on	qualifications	and	experience.

Full	benefit	package	available.

Please	send	resume	with	employment	history
and	references	to:

Info@ahmcpa.com	
or

Mail	ATTN:		Office	Manager

PO	Box	189,	Spooner,	WI		54801

MISCELLANEOUS
GUARANTEED BUFFALO 

AND ELK HUNTS in the 
Black Hills. Elk hunts: cows 
$2300, bulls $2900. Buffalo 
hunts: cows $2100, bulls start-
ing at $3100. 605-391-4646. 
nvrbuffalo@gmail.com

Use Seal N Heal® to seal 
wounds on dogs & cats with a 
bitter taste to prevent gnawing, 
allow healing. At Tractor Sup-
ply® (www.fleabeacon.com)

 FOR RENT: In Barronett. Stor-
age Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per 
month. Please call Duane or Judy 
at 715-822-8385 or 715-939-0647   
20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4344.       4tfnc

One-Level Duplex in Cumber-
land. Available January 1, 2022. 
2BR, 1BA, attached garage, lawn 
care, snow removal, garbage. No 
Stairs. $650/m + utilities. 715-
296-2558                             41-44

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door.. 
Also avail. - 8 ft oak wood by trail-
er load.715-296-9127   25tfnc

FOR SALE: 2000 Chevy One Ton 
Dump Truck. Asking $4,000. 715-
822-8374 40-44

AUTOMOTIVE

  Rice Lake Area Free Clinic is seeking a self-

motivated individual who is an RN, NP or PA and 

would like to work part time, 25 hours a week.

Can work well with volunteers, is knowledgeable 

about treatment or common illnesses and chron-

ic disease, is interested in patient education and 

building patient self-management skills.

If interested in making a difference in the health 

of your community, please send a resumé to:

Rice Lake Area Free Clinic

1035 N. Main St., Rice Lake, WI 54868

For more information call 715-736-3733 or go to 

www.rlafc.org

Rice Lake Free Clinic - Manager Position

AA-Mondays at 7 p.m., Augustana 

Church; Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Se-
nior Citizen Center. Women’s inspi-
ration AA meeting: 6 pm Tuesdays 
at the Thomas St. Angelo Public 
Library Community Meeting Room 
715-529-9592.  tfn 
Weekly Al-Anon Meetings: 
Modays, 6:30 p.m. at Cumberland 
Baptist Church, Hwy 48, Cumber-
land.  tfn

Cumberland School District
Employment Opportunities

Make a difference in a student’s life by becoming a part 
of our school district team. Cumberland School District is 
currently accepting applications for:

Substitute Teachers - long term & short term subs 
(Associate Degree required) 

Substitute Special Education Aides
Substitute Custodians

Substitute Food Service
How to Apply: Application can be found on District website 

or District Office.  Please mail or deliver application to:
Cumberland School District

1010 8th Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

*Substitute applications are always welcomed and ac-
cepted any time of the year.  Applications will be kept on 
file in the District Office.

Website:  www.cumberland.k12.wi.us
Cumberland School District is an Equal Opportunity Employer

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
There will be no parking on any city street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any 

day between November 1 through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
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Statewide public notice website 

www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151

GATES LAKE
CONSTRUCTION

John Doerrer
822-3677

Home repair
Remodeling
Roofing, Painting
     Small Jobs

**************

WHITE
ELECTRIC, INC.

-Wiring
-Trenching

-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.

Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147

715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED

 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

1060 Elm St.
822-4344

Owned & Operated

by Tracy Thompson

J.J.S. AUTO 

BODY CLINIC
COMPLETE CAR & 

TRUCK REPAIR

• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES

• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement

M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue

Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 

Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks

PROMPT • RELIABLE

Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland

651-261-3543

651-261-2773

911

CUMBERLAND 
TIRE  

All Types of Tires
ATV-Lg. Truck

Most Major Brands
Brakes, Exhaust 

& General Repairs
Grease & Oil Changes

Will pick up 
vehicles for service in 

Cumberland City limits

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com

      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal
• Home Repairs 
    & Maintenance

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT Northland Insurance Services, Inc.

Risk Auto Insurance Specialists
SR22 FILINGS • TOO MANY TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

5 W NEWTON ST  715-234-3427  RICE LAKE

Electro Rooting 

& Hydro Jetting 

From small 

drains to large 

sewers...No Job 

too Big or Small!

So give me a call!

715-419-0233

PUBLIC NOTICES

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that 

the Regular Monthly Meeting 
of the Cumberland School 
District Board of Education 
shall be held at 6:00 p.m. for 
open session on Monday, 
December 20, 2021, in the 
middle school commons.

The following is the pro-
posed agenda:

1. Approve vouchers, re-
ceipts and invoices.

2. Recognize delegates, 
visitors and donations. 

3. Consider approval of 
policies 100, 131.1, 143, 
143.2, 144.2, 144.3, 144.4, 
144.5, 145, 167.3, 171.1, 
1210, 1422, 1422.02, 1623, 
1662, 2240, 2260, 2260.01, 
2266, 2411, 2416, 2416.01, 
2431, 2522, 3112, 3120, 
3122, 3122.02, 3123, 3213, 
3215, 3216, 3220, 3230, 
3362, 3531, 4112, 4120, 
4122, 4122.02, 4123, 4213, 
4215, 4216, 4230, 4362, 
4531, 5113, 5430, 5500.01, 
5511, 5512, 5517, 5517.01, 
5520, 5540, 5540.01, 5895, 
6152, 6605, 6610, 7434, 
7440.01, 7455, 8405, 8451, 
8500, 8510, 9130, 9270, 
9500.

4. Consider approval of 
Jaymie Waterhouse as Men-
tal Health Counselor.

5. Consider employment 
of Carol Brierton as Food 
Service position.

6. Consider employment 
of Ed Watts as Co-Assis-
tant High School Wrestling 
Coach.

7. Consider approval of 
Seth Strickland as Assistant 
Middle School Wrestling 
Coach.

8. Consider employment 
of Tim Butzler as Middle 
School Girls’ Basketball 
Coach.

9. Consider approval of 
BJ Brenna’s resignation as 
Co-Assistant Boys’ Soccer 
Coach.

10. Consider approval 
of School Safety Drills.

11. Consider review/
revise Crisis Response Plan.

12.  Consider approval of 
adult meal price increase 
to $4.65 lunch and $2.60 
breakfast. 

13. Hear discussion 
items and administrator re-
ports.

14. Set meeting dates 
and events.

A copy of the agenda is 
posted in the Elementary 
School, Middle School, High 
School, and administration 
building.

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on December 15, 2021

WNAXLP

NOTICE OF ANNUAL JOINT REVIEW BOARD MEETING

CITY OF CUMBERLAND, WISCONSIN

Notice is Hereby Given that the City of Cumberland will 
hold a Joint Review Board meeting on December 20, 2021 
at 1:00 p.m. 

The meeting will be held at the Cumberland City Hall, 
located at 950 1st Avenue. 

The purpose of the meeting is to review the annual re-
ports and the performance and status of each Tax Incre-
mental District governed by the Joint Review Board as re-
quired by Wis. Stat. § 66.1105(4m)(f). 

The meeting is open to the public.  Copies of the an-
nual reports will be available for viewing in the offices of the 
City Clerk at the Cumberland City Hall, located at 950 1st 
Avenue, during normal business hours and will be provided 
upon request

By Order of the

City of Cumberland, Wisconsin

Published in the Cumberland  Advocate on December 15, 2021 WNAXLP

SUPPORT
YOUR

FRIENDS
and 

NEIGHBORS
SHOP

Cumberland!!

Senior Dining
Thurs, Dec. 16th: Mediter-
ranean Salmon, Boiled Pota-
toes, Broccoli, Cauliflower, 
Salad, Assorted Bread, Toffee 
Bar. 
Fri, Dec. 17th: Hearty Beef 
& Vegetable Soup, Ham and 
Swiss Sandwich, Fresh Fruit 
Cup, Cook’s Choice Cookie. 
Mon, Dec. 20th: Meaty La-
sagna, Slippery Hill Garden 
Salad with Dressing, Bread-
stick, Cranberry Pears. 
Tues, Dec. 21st: Creamy Tur-
key w/ Mashed Potatoes, But-
tered Beats, Assorted Bread, 
Mixed Berry Cup. 
Wed, Dec. 22nd: Holi-
day Ham w/ Cherry Sauce, 
Cheesy Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans, Almondine, 
Minty Fudge Brownies.
“All meals include milk, 
coffee, and butter. Persons 
who dine at the Senior Cen-
ter and those who receive 
Meals on Wheels are re-
minded they can use their 
QUEST card (food share) 
for  their meal donation. 
For more information call 
Joanne at 715-537-6225.

Cumberland Fire 
Department

The Red Barn Theatre Presents…
With great excitement and 

anticipation The Red Barn 
Theatre of Rice Lake, WI 
announces an eclectic sea-
son of music, dance, come-
dy, and heart for 2022.  With 
a season ticket cost of $72, 
the Hardscrabble Players 
promise ÀYe superior pro-
ductions.  ,ndiYidual play 
tickets are $18 apiece which 
means season ticket hold-
ers will enMoy ÀYe shows, 
but only pay for four.  Each 
production offers 10 per-
formances with no perfor-
mances on Sundays.
The 2022 season will open 

with the quirky new com-
edy, ´AboYeboardµ by 
Peter Bloedel and Emily 
Kimbat  (June 1—11).  
The second show, by well-
known Canadian play-
wright Norm Foster, is 
also a comedy, “Halfway 
Thereµ  �-une ��³-uly ��.  

The third production will 
light up the stage with the 
music of Stephen Sond-
heim in ´Companyµ �-uly 
13—23).   Next the clas-
sic, ´Bus Stop,µ by :il-
liam Inge returns to the 
RBT (Aug 3—Aug 13).  
And to complete the sea-
son, audiences will wel-
come many familiar cast 
members in the musical 
comedy “Don’t Hug Me, 
:ere Marriedµ by Phil 
and Paul Olson (Aug 14—
Sept 3).
Meanwhile, two more 

important RBT dates com-
ing up are Friday eYening 
January 7, 2022 when the 
annual Barney Banquet will 
celebrate the 2021 season at 
Lehman’s Supper Club in 
Rice Lake.  (Information on 
the speciÀc time, meal price 
and reserYations to be an-
nounced).

And then, on Saturday 
morning, February 5, 2022, 
auditions for the 2022 sea-
son will be held at the UW-
Eau Claire Barron County 
Campus Theatre from 9 
am—1 pm.
GiIt certiÀcates Ior ���� 

season tickets ($72/5 shows) 
are now aYailable at the Iol-
lowing area businesses.
In Rice Lake:  Baribeau Im-

plement, Dairy State Bank, 
Johnson Bank at Cenex 
DriYe, and 5ice /ake Cham-
ber of Commerce.
In Chetek: Ohde Pharmacy
In Cumberland:  Cumber-

land Federal Bank
In Spooner: Spooner Outlet
GiIt CertiÀcates can also 

be ordered by phone by 
calling 715-234-8897 
or ordered by mail:  Red 

Barn Theatre, 824 N Wis-
consin AYe, 5ice /ake, :,  
54868
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Thank you for 
reading

The Advocate

Congratulations!View from the Lake...
ferent grant applications 
not requiring an updated 
Library Lake Management 
Plan were submitted to help 
fund various Lake District 
projects. We should find out 
by March 2022 whether we 
were successful in obtain-
ing the grants. 
A team of Lake District 

residents was formed to 
work on updating the Li-
brary Lake Management 
Plan.  The input from the 
team will be incorporated 
into the overall plan by 
Emmons & Oliver Re-
sources, Inc. - EOR which 
developed the original plan. 
Once the draft is finalized, 
a public comment meeting 
will be scheduled during the 
second quarter of 2022.  
The Lake District received 

several unexpected dona-
tions for use by the Lake 
District at the discretion of 
the commissioners.  Do-
nations help fulfill a grant 
application category where 
points are awarded for in-
clusion of outside funding 
sources.   The Lake District 
is positioned to accept do-
nations of stocks as well as 
cash which in most cases is 
tax deductible.
Although the spring was 

fairly cool, once June ar-
rived, the water warmed 
up and was pleasant all the 
way through Labor Day.  I 
did receive several inquir-
ies about algae growth and 
snails.  The algae growth 
was not unexpected with 
the early ice out, the lack of 
precipitation and extended 
period of warm water. Some 
types of algae are good for 
the lake and luckily none 
was of the blue-green va-
riety.  The snail questions 
were related to the Chinese 
Mystery snail and snail egg 
formations that were found 
attached to boat lifts and 
dock legs when they were 
removed in the fall. I have 
discussed the existence of 
the Chinese Mystery Snail 
in previous letters.  There 
is a lot of info. on the inter-
net.  If you find any Chinese 
Mystery snails remove them 
from the lake and dispose. 
With the start of the final 

storm water pond construc-
tion on Library Lake the 
Lake District has applied 
for a dredging permit for 
the SE shoreline of Library 
Lake.  Once the permit(s) 
are in hand and the scope 
of the dredging is finalized, 
a “Fund the Library Lake 
Dredging” committee will 
be commissioned to raise 
the funds necessary to cover 
the cost of the dredging, es-
timated to be $300,000 to 
$500,000 dredging costs.  
This is going to be a major 
community effort!  Current-
ly the plan is to block off 
the channel by the Grove 
St. Bridge during late Nov. 
and lower Library Lake by 
4 feet or so. The lake would 

remain low through the win-
ter and once the sediment 
freezes, the cattails and 
sediment will be removed 
by mechanical means. The 
lake will be refilled at the 
completion of the dredging.  
WDOT engineers continue 

engineering the design for 
the replacement of the High-
way 63 box culvert going 
between the east and west 
sections of the lake.  The 
current design envisions a 
“bridge like” structure.  The 
design will allow for contin-
uous traffic flow during the 
construction.   If everything 
goes as presently scheduled, 
more information may be 
available shortly after the 
first of the New Year.  The 
construction of the replace-
ment structure is currently 
scheduled for 2025.  
The EWM plant survey re-

sults continue to be encour-
aging especially on the east 
side of the lake.  Only a few 
small areas of EWM were 
found, however on the west 
side of the lake, EWM was 
observed around areas of 
Tiger Bay (by Camp Briga-
doon), by the west edge of 
the rice bed and in Cemetery 
Bay.  Based on the success-
ful use of the herbicide Pro-
cellaCOR in Hunts Bay in 
2019, we will be looking at 
using ProcellaCOR in 2022.  
The effectiveness of Procel-
laCOR on EWM is signifi-
cant because it is applied in 
parts per billion (ppb) and 
can be used on small areas 
with better results whereas 
the other herbicides that are 
used are applied in parts per 
million (ppm). 
The WDNR stocked Bea-

ver Dam Lake with 19,194 
large fingerling walleye 
(6.2” average length).  I 
would appreciate anyone 
that catches a walleye(s) 
from Beaver Dam Lake to 
let me know the number, 
size and approx. weight 
whether you release the 
fish or not.  It would help to 
determine if stocking these 
extended growth walleyes 
is making a difference. 
I would like to thank the 

BDLMD commissioners 
for their commitment and 
help over the past year. To 
all the volunteers that have 
again stepped up when they 
were asked to help, I owe 
a big “Thank You”.  The 
support of all BDLMD resi-
dents, contract companies, 
local government officials 
and the WDNR person-
nel is also recognized and 
appreciated.  Without the 
involvement and dedica-
tion of all these groups to 
making sure that the chal-
lenges affecting Beaver 
Dam Lake are addressed, 
the lake would not remain 
one of the premier lakes in 
NW Wisconsin.  
Merry Christmas and a 

Healthy, Safe and Prosper-
ous 2022.  

Recently Tom Margotto, Lake Vermillion Association president, (picured above with his dog, Abby) received the 
Leadership and Service Award for Volunteers from the North American Lake Management Society.  Michelle 
Balmer of the DNR Lake Restoration Program reached out to the Vermillion Lakes Association searching for 
nominees to receive recognition for the volunteer work they do for their lake association. Tom Margotto re-
ceived this award for all the numerous hours he spends on the lake doing the best he can to assure that our 
lake stays as healthy as possible. Margotto was honored at the virtual NALMS conference on November 16. For 
more information, go to: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1M9aQDS6C1Aec1MXkheE91iaoeI20sM7D?us
p=sharing to see the awards ceremony. 

Cumberland in 1902...
though both topics received 
the “Unanimous support as 
to the favorability of both,” it 
was decided to postpone the 
two issues until the next meet-
ing.
By this time, Barron County 

along with Cumberland were 
being marketed by a popular 
newspaper of the day, “The 
New Wisconsin,” as “Des-
tined to become the me-
tropolis of the new north for 
perspective settlers, offering 
educational, social and moral 
conditions for all to desire.”
Barron County had reached 

a population of around 
25,000 and had 129 school 
buildings within its borders. 
With 115 miles of railroad 
completed, the county would 
say in an advertisement, “No 
place on earth offers better 
advantages for the dairyman 
or the stock man.”
Meanwhile an article in the 
Advocate that summer enti-
tled, “Many Settlers Com-
ing,” would say about the 
Island City, “Each day wit-
nesses the arrival of many 
newcomers accompanied by 
their families and the land be-
ing bought up indicates an era 
of unprecedented prosperity.” 
For those wanting to pur-

chase this land, there were 
plenty of places to consider. 
The list included the Cook 
Land Agency, the Shell Lake 
Lumber Company, the Cum-
berland Land Company, the 
Clam River Land Company, 
the Petersen Land Company, 
the Camp Dixon Land Com-
pany and the Uecke Land 
Company.
Albert Uecke would be-

come a creative land devel-
oper who would eventu-
ally build the Uecke Opera 
House, which the Council 
had discussed back in April. 
He did it after purchasing 
three lots on 2nd and Foster 
from F. W. Miller. Prior to 
that, his office had been on 
the second floor of Peterson’s 
Hardware Store.
Besides these Land Com-

panies, individuals like H. S. 
Comstock, who owned large 
partials of land, also sold off 
their properties. Comstock, 
later to become a Barron 
County Judge, owned 6,000 
acres, while another resident, 
W. J. Starr, owned another 
2,000 acres.
The paper was filled with 

offers for those seeking a 
new home. For $3,300, you 
could buy 120 acres with a 
two-story house, a barn and 
granary and a good well. The 
land was all fenced in with 
wire, with a school a quarter 
mile from the home. It was 
advertised to be 2 ½ miles 
from town. 
For $8,400, you could pur-

chase 600 acres ½ mile from 
the city. It was advertised as 
“Wild land, half burned and 
seeded with grass with tim-
ber that is easy to clear.” For 
$700, you could simply buy, 
“Forty acres, 15 of which 
were cleared, which were 
all fenced in and contained a 
hay shed.” Some, like Uecke 
were creative in their sales 
pitch. His Land Agency of-
fered a free home with each 
40 acres purchased. Houses, 

18 feet wide, by 26 feet long, 
by 12 feet tall, were placed 
on each 40 as he advertised, 
“Good roads and where there 
are none they will soon be 
built.” With houses ready to 
be moved into, the 40s sold 
between $8.00 to $15.00 an 
acre.
If the land companies 

weren’t there to lend you 
the money that was needed 
for your purchase, the banks 
were. The Cumberland Land 
Company offered, “Easy 
Terms. Buy now,” while the 

Camp Dixon Land Company 
and their spokesperson An-
drew Stoll said, “I can get you 
exactly what you want almost 
at your own price and terms.” 
Both the Bank of Cumber-
land and the Island City Bank, 
meanwhile, offered loans to 
city and rural residents.
Advances in our country 

were numerous in 1903. The 
first silent film, “The Great 
Train Robbery” debuted, Or-
ville and Wilbur Wright are 
the first to fly a controlled 
powered airplane at Kitty 

Hawk, North Carolina, Jack 
London publishes a record 
breaking book, “The Call of 
the Wild,” and the original 
Ford Model A car was pro-
duced by Ford Motor Com-
pany.
Here in Cumberland, mean-

while, the city was growing 
and thriving as the Advocate 
said, “New lands and houses 
are going up and new faces 
greet one everywhere.” It 
hadn’t taken long for people 
to find out what Cumberland 
had to offer.

Community Health Survey
Area clinics, hospitals, 

and Public Health are ask-
ing Barron County commu-
nity members to complete a 
Community Health Needs 
Assessment survey as a part 
of the ongoing Community 
Health Improvement pro-
cesses. This short survey 
serves as a mid-plan up-
date to make sure that the 
top three concerns identi-
fied in the full assessment 
of 2018 continue to be the 
most important issues in 

the community. The top 
three issues identified in 
2018 were mental health, 
substance use, and chronic 
disease. 
The survey can be found 

by visiting www.barron-
county.wi.gov or by click-
ing the following link, htt-
ps://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/K2GCBRB. To re-
quest paper copies you can 
email, health@co.barron.
wi.us or call 715-537-5691 
extension 6442.
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ing vote from Councilman 
Butch O’Dell who stated 
that he felt that “raises 
should be performance 
based and not across the 
board.”
The council also approved 

the recommendation from 
Finance committee to ad-
just the annual stipends for 
the Public Works Director 
to $9750 and the Zoning 
Administrator to $13,000, 
the stipends are paid out Bi-
Weekly. There have been 
no increases in the stipends 
since the positions were cre-
ated three years ago.
The next items dealt with 

the City’s health insurance 
coverage.  Clerk-Treasurer 
Kimberly Rieper gave an 
overview of the new policy 
with Security Health. De-
tails include a 17% increase 
over the expiring Health In-
surance and it raises the an-
nual deductible/out of pock-
et maximum to $750 single 
and $1500 family. Kim-
berly related a major fac-
tor in the changes was that 
Security Health offered the 
most flexibility in choice of 
health care providers, which 
was important to the  city 
employees.
However, in order to keep 

future options open, the 
council also approved a 
Resolution for Inclusion 
Under Wisconsin Public 
Employers’ Group Health 
Insurance Program.  The 
Wisconsin group program 
was not an available op-
tion during this renewal 
period because a resolution 
must be in place at 90 days 
before an entity wishes to 
join.  This resolution will 
allow the exploration of 
joining the program when 
next year’s renewal period 
comes around.
The council then consid-

ered the election inspectors 
for the 2022-2023 election 
cycles. The inspectors will 
be Pam Mysicka, Joy Fried-
man, Deb Goldsmith, Dick 
Nerbun, Nancy Talbot, Sue 
Skinner, Jan Keehn, Phil 
Flottum, Doris Laursen, 
Joe Goldsmith, Carol Rohl, 
DeeDee Dague, Jeanette 
Rydberg and Kelly Cady. 
The motion was amended 
to note that, if she decides 
to run for re-election, Doris 
Laursen will be excluded as 
an inspector for the 2023 
election cycle. The mo-
tion was approved with the 
amendment.
The council next approved 

a recommendation from 
Board of Appeals regarding 
a variance to exceed side 
yard setback (modifying a 
driveway) at 1845 Hwy H, 
parcel ID 212-8200-10-000.
Also approved were the 

following:
• Payment #4 for Carlone 

Street West-to A-1 Phase 
2 to Dave DeSantis Ex-
cavating & Underground 
Utilities in the amount of 
$183,763.72.
• Change order #3 for Car-

lone Street West- Phase 2 
to DeSantis Excavating & 
Underground Utilities. This 
change did not involve any 
money, but extended the 
date of substantial comple-
tion from 10/26/2021 to 

06/17/2022 along with the 
“Ready for final payment” 
date from 11/09/2021 to 
07/01/2022. This change 
order also addresses the 
concrete curb and gutter 
five-year warranty by De-
Santis from date of sub-
stantial completion. This 
was necessitated because 
the weather prevented the 
timely installation of curbs 
and pavement in the project.
• Payment #4 Water Street 

& 4th Ave Reconstruction 
to Haas Sons, Inc. in the 
amount of $112,087.13.
• Change order #5 for 14th 

Avenue & Carlone Street- 
Phase 1 to James Peterson 
Sons, Inc. in the amount of 
$62,755.18.
• Payment #6 for the 14th 

Avenue & Carlone Street-
Phase 1 to James Peterson 
Sons, Inc. in the amount of 
$156,138.11.
The council then approved 

the Development Agree-
ment between Cumberland 
Memorial Hospital, Inc. and 
the City of Cumberland. 
This agreement allows the 
Hospital to use the City’s 
borrowing power to ob-
tain interim financing for 
the project until the USDA 
grant is paid out at the com-
pletion of the project.  This 
does not create any financial 
risk for the taxpayers as the 
Hospital is solely responsi-
ble for the re-payment under 
the terms of the agreement. 
The Mayor thanked Coun-
cilman Dan Shoemaker for 
his work on  matter.  
The council then approved 

the license applications on 
file with the Clerk’s office.  
Kimberly Rieper noted 
that two Alcohol Bever-
age Operator’s License ap-
plications had been turned 
down by the Chief of Po-
lice, Heather Wolfe after 
background checks.  One of 
those rejected is no longer 
employed by the establish-
ment the license was re-
quested for.
During the Committee 

reports, Jim Schullo noted 
that Jon Ostrem has re-
signed from the Airport 
Board. It was also noted 
that City Attorney Peter Van 
Sickle will be retiring and 
discussions on his replace-
ment are ensuing.
Kimberly Rieper reported 

that the City had received  
a call from a non-resident 
who wanted Cumberland 
to know how beautiful the 
holiday decorations were 
and complimented the City 
crews for all their hard 
work.  The caller also noted 
that Rice Lake may be the 
“big city” but our decora-
tions were better!
Police Chief Heather 

Wolfe, along with the rest 
of the Police Department,  
was commended for the ef-
fort put into the Shop-with-
a-Cop event. Twenty-eight 
children from Cumberland 
benefitted from the annual 
event hosted by various 
Barron County law enforce-
ment agencies.
The next regular meeting 

of the Council is scheduled 
for January 4, 2022 at 7:00 
p.m. at City Hall.

Name of driver released for 
Dec. 6th crash in Polk County 
Polk County Sheriff Brent 

Waak has released the name 
of the driver who was killed 
in a two vehicle crash on 
Monday, December 6th on 
County Road M at the inter-
section of County Road K, 
in the Town of Osceola.
Logan L. Dobberschultz, 

age 31, of Osceola, was 
killed when the GMC 
Acadia he was driving 

pulled into the path of the of 
an F-350. The front of the 
F-350 struck the driver’s 
door area of the Acadia, 
causing severe damage. 
Dobberschultz suffered fa-
tal injuries and died at the 
scene of the accident. The 
crash is being investigated 
by the Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

The Sons of the American Legion would like
 to thank the following businesses for making 

our 2021 Indoor Fishing Contest possible.  
Thank you for your support!

Ardisam 
Cumberland Ace Hardware & Lumber 

WISCO RV/ Marine 
Sebens Construction 

357 Guns 
Cumberland Golf Club 

Auto Value 
Cumberland Family Dental 

Cumberland Advocate
JR Fixit

Dairy State Bank
JJS Auto Body Clinic

AAA Sports Shop Spooner
lndianhead Sport Shop

Allen Drywall
Cumberland Tire

Budweiser
Cumberland Chamber of Commerce

Pendleton Pawn
Louie’s Finer Meats

The Apothecary
Thompson’s Car Care
County Line Tavern

Hammer Bar
Corner Bar

Bourbon’s Bar
Five O’Clock Club

Barronett Bar & Grill
Cumberland Fire Department

Bistro 63
Dale’s Twin Pines

Nilssen’s
Indian Creek Tavern/American Legion Post #396 

Gov. Evers, Sixteen Governors Urge Senate 
Action to Protect Voting Rights
Gov. Tony Evers, together 

with 16 other governors, 
has sent a letter to U.S. Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and U.S. Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell expressing concern 
over threats to the nation’s 
democracy and calling for 
action on federal legislation 
to protect voting rights and 
the right of every eligible 
voter to cast their ballot.
The letter, issued on Mon-

day, December 13th,  spe-
cifically calls for the U.S. 
Senate to pass the Freedom 
to Vote Act and the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act, two federal 
bills that would ensure fair-
ness in our elections, end 
partisan gerrymandering, 
modernize voter registra-
tion, and fight back against 
voter suppression efforts in 
Wisconsin and across the 
country. 
“Working to ensure every 

eligible voter has the right 
to cast their ballot shouldn’t 
be a partisan or political is-
sue—it’s a fundamental part 
of our democracy and ensur-
ing we continue to have free, 
safe, and secure elections,” 
said Gov. Evers. “Hundreds 
of bills have been intro-
duced in states across our 
country by politicians try-
ing to abuse their power to 
overturn or predetermine 
election results. Federal ac-
tion is needed now more 
than ever to strengthen our 
democracy and ensure folks 
who are eligible to vote have 
free and fair access to the 
ballot box.”
The governors’ letter 

comes as states across the 
country are seeing elected 
officials abuse their power 
to make it harder for eligi-
ble voters to cast their bal-
lots, attack election admin-
istrators and workers, and 
undermine election laws. 
In Wisconsin, Legislative 
Republicans have signaled 
they may pursue efforts to 
take over election admin-
istration after rewriting 

the laws only a few years 
ago, have attacked and dis-
paraged election admin-
istrators, and have spread 
disinformation about the 
November 2020 election. 
Earlier this year, Gov. 

Evers vetoed a set of leg-
islation passed by Republi-
cans in the Legislature that 
would have added unnec-
essary hurdles for eligible 
voters to cast their ballots, 
including specific provi-
sions that would have made 
it more difficult for older 
voters and voters with dis-
abilities to participate in 
elections. The legislation 
vetoed by the governor also 
included bills that would 
have limited absentee vot-
ing and restricted local 
officials’ ability to admin-
ister elections. Addition-
ally, after Republicans in 
the Legislature last month 
passed legislative and con-
gressional maps that the 
governor slammed as “ger-
rymandering 2.0” and that 
received “F” ratings from 
the Princeton Gerryman-
dering Project, Gov. Evers 
fulfilled his promise to veto 
gerrymandered maps sent to 
his desk. 
The Governors’ letter read 

as follows:
“Dear Leaders Schumer 

and McConnell,
We write to express our 

concern about threats to our 
nation’s democracy and to 
urge you to take
action by passing the Free-

dom to Vote Act and the 
John R. Lewis Voting Rights 
Advancement Act. Without 
decisive action by the fed-
eral government this year 
to protect voters’ access to 
the ballot and ensure the in-
tegrity and transparency of 
our elections, the voices of 
Americans across the coun-
try, especially Americans of 
color, will be suppressed.
Free and fair elections are 

fundamental to the United 
States Constitution. It is 
simply undemocratic for 
politicians to abuse their 

power and seek to pre-deter-
mine or even overturn our 
election results. Yet since 
the 2020 election, state 
legislators across 48 states 
have introduced nearly 400 
bills to restrict Americans’ 
access to the ballot.1 Even 
now, legislators in some 
states are pushing to rewrite 
election laws—some they 
themselves passed—simply 
because they did not like the 
outcome of the last election. 
These state-level efforts to 
limit access to the ballot 
undermine voting rights and 
create disparities across the 
country regarding voting 
access.
Our democracy works best 

when every eligible voter 
has safe, convenient, and 
secure access to the ballot. 
While we continue to thwart 
efforts to restrict voting in 
our respective states, we 
can’t do it alone and need 
a federal solution through 
legislation like the Freedom 
to Vote Act and the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act.
As you know, the Freedom 

to Vote Act would: 
• Stop gerrymandered 

election maps; 
• Support continued elec-

tion transparency; 
• Push back against new 

voter suppression laws; 
• Protect local election 

officials and poll workers 
from partisan attacks and 
harassment; and 
• Establish standards for 

post-election audits. 
The John R. Lewis Voting 

Rights Advancement Act 
would:  
• Restore the protections 

of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965 and the federal gov-
ernment’s ability to respond 
to discrimination at the 
polls; 
• Update federal law in 

the wake of the Supreme 
Court decision in Shelby v. 
Holder; 
• Modernize the formula 

used to determine where 
there are patterns of dis-

crimination; 
• Ensure last-minute changes 

to voting do not adversely af-
fect voters; and 
• Strengthen the federal 

government’s ability to 
send federal observers to 
jurisdictions where elec-
tions are facing threats of 
discrimination. 
We appreciate and applaud 

the efforts by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Schumer and 
Senate Democrats to date to 
protect access to the ballot 
box. However, we’ve been 
extremely disappointed to 
see Republicans use con-
gressional procedures to 
block the paths of these 
straightforward, common-
sense, and long-overdue 
pieces of legislation in the 
Senate.
As governors, we know 

well that red and blue states 
have been implementing 
policies to make the ballot 
more accessible at the state 
level, and that voter protec-
tion is steeped in a strong, 
bipartisan history at the na-
tional level.
Congress has the chance 

to set uniform standards for 
voting, to bring transpar-
ency to our elections, and 
to fight back against insidi-
ous voter suppression laws. 
Therefore, we urge you to 
do everything in your pow-
er to find a path forward for 
the policies in the Freedom 
to Vote Act and the John R. 
Lewis Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act before the 
year’s end. The protection 
of our nation’s most funda-
mental right – the right to 
vote – is not a political issue 
or a partisan issue. It is an 
issue of our democracy.”
Along with Governor 

Evers, the letter was jointly 
signed by the Governors 
from Michigan, Califor-
nia, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, 
Minnesota, North Carolina, 
New Jersey, New Mexico, 
Nevada, New York, Or-
egon, Pennsylvania, and 
Washington.

The Bookworm Sez... By Terri Schlichenmeyer
This week: Christmas Novels for Adults  by Various Authors

Your wish list to Santa is 
a little different this year.

What you want can’t al-
ways be wrapped. You want 
love, flowers, a quiet even-
ing with someone special, 
maybe even sparklies and 
promises. Not the easiest 
things to get on a sleigh, 
you have to admit, so may-
be you can start with these 
great Holiday novels....

Charlie is a professional 
baker with a head injury that 
she sustained just before a 
national TV appearance on 
a cooking show. Her twin, 
Cass, has just gone through 
a traumatic break-up that 
she can’t get over. So why 
not do what they used to do 
to cope? They switch plac-
es, just a few days before 
Christmas. In “The Holiday 
Swap” by Maggie Knox 
(Putnam), will two very 
handsome men be able to 
unravel the tinseled tangle?

Here’s another switch: In 
“Blame It On the Mistle-
toe” by Beth Garrod (Sour-
cebooks Fire), social media 
maven Elle needs a boost 
on her site before the New 
Year arrives. Holly is still 
smarting from a very em-
barrassing kerfuffle with 
her ex and she’s ready for 
to be anywhere but Great 
Britain for the holidays. 
When Elle makes the of-
fer to switch lives, just for 
the holidays, it seems like a 
great way for both women 
to get what they want... and 
then some!

Readers who love an 
old-fashioned novel set 
in modern times should 
look for “Christmas by 
the Book” by Anne Marie 
Ryan (Putnam), the story 
of Nora and Simon, who 
run a bookstore in a Brit-
ish village. But it’s been a 
struggle, and when Christ-

mas rolls around, they strike 
upon a great idea that will 
make the holiday better for 
their neighbors. It’ll give 
Nora and Simon the proper 
feeling of Christmas, but it 
won’t help the bookstore in 
the long run... or will it?

Cat lovers listen up: when 
Snowball, the furry resi-
dent greeter at the Victorian 
B&B, Weber Haus, goes 
missing on the first day of 
the new manager’s tenure, 
that manager, Sophie, feels 
awful. She didn’t have to 
for long, though: Sophie’s 
coworker, Daniel, comes to 
the rescue but not without 
a few attack-cat injuries. 
Even so, in “The Twelve 
Days of Snowball” by Kris-
ten McKanagh (Kensing-
ton) when kitty claws meets 
Santa Claus, it can only 
mean one thing...

And finally, every Christ-
mas needs a mystery, 

doesn’t it?
Crime doesn’t stop, even 

for the holidays, but the Lit-
tle Detective Agency is in 
need of help. Still, Detec-
tive Bernie Little is feeling 
kind enough to refer a pos-
sible client to fellow de-
tective Victor Klovsky but 
there’s trouble. Victor goes 
missing and his mother – 
understandably distraught 
– wants Bernie and his K-9 
partner, Chet to find him. Of 
course, there’s more to this 
caper than meets the, um, 
snout, and in “It’s a Won-
derful Woof” by Spencer 
Quinn (Forge), it’s not at all 
ho-ho-wholesome.

If you need more holiday 
novels – and who doesn’t? 
– check with your favorite 
librarian or bookseller. 
They’ll be able to load up 
your sleigh and your stock-
ing with excellent books. 

Season’s Readings!

NOTICE TO ALL PROPERTY OWNERS IN THE 
CITY OF CUMBERLAND

Winter is here and the City requires that all sidewalks be 
kept clear of snow and Ice within 24 hours of the weath-
er event as stated in Municipal Code 8.08 (a).  Failure 
to keep the sidewalk clear of snow and Ice will cause 
the City to clear the sidewalk and the cost of $200 will 
be assessed to the property for each visit. Also please 
do not blow, shovel or plow snow on to any public street 
or sidewalk as this is in violation of Municipal Code 8.08 
(c) and may result in a fine of up to $500. The City ap-
preciates your cooperation so we all may have a safe 
and enjoyable winter.

Thank you 



14   Wednesday, December 15, 2021 Margaret’s Project Santa!

The mission of Margaret’s Project Santa has been to provide a happy holiday full of gifts, food, and clothing to 
children in need living in Cumberland. Distribution was Sunday, December 5th, and involved many helpers, in-
cluding community volunteers, Student Council members, teachers, the Fire Department and the Ruby’s Pantry 
parking lot crew. US Bank graciously allowed their facilities to be used for this. The entire Cumberland com-
munity donated many hours of work and contributions to make this happen. Over 50 families know they matter 
to this community. Pictured above are a few of the many “elves” who made the day a success. Left to right are: 
Maragaret’s son and grandson, Dave & David Olson, Brandon Stuntz, Lisa & Todd Barrows, and Andy Stuntz.

DHS Recommends COVID-19 
Vaccine Booster Dose for 
everyone 16 and older
DHS supports the FDA au-

thorization and CDC recom-
mendation to provide a Pfizer 
booster dose for 16- and 
17-year-olds
The Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services (DHS) 
supports the recommenda-
tion that 16- and 17-year-olds 
receive a booster dose of the 
Pfizer-BioNTech (Pfizer) 
COVID-19 vaccine at least 
six months after having re-
ceived their second dose of 
the Pfizer-BioNTech (Pfizer) 
COVID-19 vaccine.
“The approval of the Pfizer 

vaccine booster dose for 16- 
and 17-year-olds provides 
another opportunity for more 
Wisconsinites to get addi-
tional protection from COV-
ID-19,” said DHS Secretary-
designee Karen Timberlake. 
“The COVID-19 booster 
doses are important tools as 
we work to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 and its variants. 
Being fully vaccinated and 
getting a booster dose is the 
best protection for prevent-
ing the worst outcomes from 
COVID-19. We encourage 
everyone ages 16 and older 
to join the more than 1.2 mil-
lion Wisconsinites who have 
already gotten their booster or 
additional COVID-19 vaccine 
dose.”
This recommendation sup-

plements the previous CDC 
recommendation that anyone 
18 and older receive a booster 
shot of COVID-19 vaccine 
at least six months after the 
completion of their Pfizer or 
Moderna vaccine primary se-
ries and two months after the 
single Johnson & Johnson 
dose. The previous CDC rec-
ommendation allows for mix-
and-match dosing for booster 
doses for those 18 and older. 
At this time, the Pfizer vac-
cine booster dose is the only 
one recommended for 16- and 
17-year-olds.
“We have identified several 

cases of the Omicron vari-
ant in Wisconsin and we are 
seeing continuing high levels 
of disease across our state. 
These trends are important 

reminders that getting vac-
cinated is critically important 
and that getting a booster dose 
provides even more protec-
tion,” said Dr. Ryan Wester-
gaard, Chief Medical Officer 
and State Epidemiologist for 
DHS. “We must prevent fur-
ther strain on Wisconsin’s 
health care system and long-
term care providers. The long-
er there are large populations 
of people who are unvacci-
nated, the greater the risk that 
people who need care will not 
be able to get it.”
DHS and CDC strongly rec-

ommend that everyone that 
is eligible to get a booster 
should get one as soon as pos-
sible. The booster dose can 
strengthen and extend their 
protection against infection, 
serious illness, hospitalization, 
and death from COVID-19. 
The best protection against 
any variant of COVID-19, is 
to get fully vaccinated and get 
a booster dose.
With the record high-level 

of disease transmission in 
Wisconsin, DHS continues to 
urge everyone who is not vac-
cinated to get the COVID-19 
vaccine, and for all people to 
add additional layers of pro-
tection including masking up 
indoors, staying home when 
feeling sick, and avoiding 
large indoor gatherings.
To find a COVID-19 vaccine 

provider in your community, 
visit Vaccines.gov(link is ex-
ternal), or call 211 or 877-947-
2211. For additional informa-
tion about booster doses, 
additional doses, and help ac-
cessing your COVID-19 vac-
cine record to determine when 
you may be recommended for 
a booster, visit the DHS Ad-
ditional Doses and Booster 
Doses webpage.
For up-to-date information 

about Wisconsin’s COV-
ID-19 response, visit the DHS 
COVID-19 webpage. You 
can also follow @DHSWI 
on Facebook(link is external), 
Twitter(link is external), or 
dhs.wi on Instagram(link is 
external) for more informa-
tion on COVID-19.

Gift Cards Make a Great 
Present – Scammers Love 
Them Too

Shoppers searching for 
the perfect holiday gift 
may choose a gift card as a 
thoughtful and considerate 
present. However, the Wis-
consin Department of Agri-
culture, Trade and Consumer 
Protection (DATCP) advises 
shoppers to think twice before 
using prepaid credit cards or 
gift cards to make payments 
of any type.
Scammers convince their 

victims to submit payments 
via gift cards in many ways. 
They may set up fake sales 
listings or other too good to 
be true offers, contact you 
demanding payments for an 
outstanding debt, or threaten 
disconnection of your utilities. 
Fraudsters might even send a 
check in the mail asking you 
to put the money in your ac-
count, then ask you to send 
money back via prepaid credit 
card due to “overpayment.” 
By the time your bank recog-
nizes the check is fraudulent, 
your money is long gone.
“Imposters prefer payment 

by gift card because these 
cards are like cash,” said Lara 
Sutherlin, Division of Trade 
and Consumer Protection Ad-
ministrator, “Once you turn 
over the card number, you 

DNR Asks Public To Report Black Bear Den 
Locations for research Study
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Natural Resources 
(DNR) asks the public to 
report any black bear den 
locations they find across 
Wisconsin to support a new 
research study.  
Conducted by the depart-

ment’s Office of Applied 
Science, the study will 
analyze the reported dens 
and generate estimates of 
reproductive rates within 
each bear management 
zone. These estimates will 
improve the accuracy of the 
population models for those 
zones.
Wisconsin is home to a 

thriving black bear popula-
tion estimated at more than 

24,000 bears. The black 
bear’s primary range is in 
the northern third of the 
state, but healthy black pop-
ulations also occur in cen-
tral and western Wisconsin. 
The range continues to ex-
pand outside the traditional 
bear range in the north due 
to an abundant population 
and suitable bear habitat 
that has facilitated southerly 
movement.
The DNR periodically 

reevaluates portions of its 
animal species population 
models, including black 
bears, to determine how 
many new black bears 
there are each year based 
on estimates of the average 

litter size, litter frequency 
and cub survival rates.
Black bear dens are often 

difficult to locate, mak-
ing public reporting es-
sential to collecting data 
to support the study and 
increase the accuracy of 
the black bear population 
model. Known dens from 
prior years can be useful 
if they are still in use, and 
the public is encouraged 
to report as much infor-
mation about the den’s 
location and recent use as 
possible.
The DNR’s researchers 

have begun working with 
local and federal biolo-
gists, tribal partners and 
the general public to locate 
black bear dens. In late 
winter, research staff will 
collar female black bears 
and collect data at each 
den, including recording 
the sex, weight and body 
measurements of the sow 
and cubs.

cannot cancel, refund, trace, 
or reverse the transaction. 
This may leave the victim out 
hundreds or even thousands 
of dollars.”
Gift cards are for gift 

giving. Anytime someone 
demands payment by gift 
card or prepaid credit card, 
assume it is a scam and halt 
communication immedi-
ately. If you are shopping 
for a gift card to give as a 
present, follow good con-
sumer protection practices 
by:
• Reading the fine print at 

the time of purchase.
• Inspecting the packaging to 

ensure any protective stickers 
are still in place and that the 
card numbers and PINs are 
not exposed.
• Giving activation re-

ceipts to the gift recipients.
For additional information 

and consumer protection 
resources, visit DATCP’s 
Consumer Protection Bu-
reau at datcp.wi.gov. If you 
have been the victim of a 
scam, report it by filing a 
complaint online, emailing 
datcphotline@wisconsin.
gov, or calling DATCP’s 
Consumer Protection Hot-
line at 1-800-422-7128.
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