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Two Running For One Seat On Cumberland 

School Board; Election April 4

Michael Furseth Adam Skinner

Food Pantry Donation!

On Saturday, March 18, 2023, A Shamrock & Roll Pub Crawl was held to raise money for the Cumberland Food 
Pantry. A total of $1,515.00 was raised and donated to the Cumberland Food Pantry. Pictured from left to right 
are Kris Zappa, Jeff Streeter, representing the Cumberland Food Pantry and Jasmine Newhouse.

On Saturday, March 25, 
2023, at 11:02 p.m., the 
Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department received a 
parking complaint on 26th 
Ave north of Cumberland. 
Deputies from the Barron 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment responded to the area 
and located a large party at 
a residence.

As a result of the investi-
gation 34 people, ages 17-
20, were cited and referred 
to Prime for Life Class for 
underage drinking, 3 peo-
ple were cited for underage 
drinking second offence and 
1 person was cited for host-
ing/permitting underage al-
cohol.

With prom and gradua-
tion season coming up, this 
is a good reminder to talk to 
your kids about the dangers 
of alcohol. While no serious 

injuries took place, an am-
bulance was called to this 
scene for a couple cases of 
mild hypothermia from peo-
ple that fled from the scene 
but later returned. We have 
seen cases like this end in 
tragedy. Please do your part 
in keeping our kids safe. 
Talk to them about the dan-
gerous of drugs and alcohol, 
if you hear something report 
it and never provide alcohol 
anyone under the age of 21. 
Together we can keep our 
kids safe.

This investigation re-
mains ongoing as to the ori-
gin of the alcohol. Citations 
will be issued if the investi-
gation reveals a source.

Remember Parents and 

Those Who Host Lost the 

Most. 
Per Chris Fitzgerald, 

Barron County Sheriff

Parking Complaint Near 

Cumberland Leads to Large 

Underage Drinking Party

News from City Hall
by Mayor Dan Shoemaker

I am overdue updating the 
City’s activities.  It would 
be much easier if I could 
simply list the accomplish-
ments of the City Coun-
cil.  But, that would be an 
incomplete description of 
City work.  Much of what 
we do involves process im-
provement or long term ob-
jectives.  This does not lend 
itself to a succinct listing of 
milestone attainment.  

Improved financial man-
agement was a major ob-
jective of the City in 2022.  
Adopting the Barron Coun-
ty budget calendar as our 
model, we implemented a 
longer period for budget 
preparation.  Early Fall, we 
collected budget requests 
from the various depart-
ments and City entities.  
There were department 
meetings, public meetings 
and a public hearing prior to 
approval of the budget.  Not 
surprisingly, the challenge 
was dealing with strong 
inflationary pressures (e.g. 
compensation, healthcare, 
fuel, etc), maintaining City 
services and minimizing tax 
impacts.  Budget prepara-
tion, while often painful, 
provided increased un-
derstanding, of how City 
(meaning Taxpayer) dollars 
are spent.  It also reinforced 
the opinion that our only 
option for significant tax re-
lief is expansion of the tax 
base.  

TID 9 development re-
mains a priority.  As a re-
minder, the Tax Incremental 
District (TID)  uses extra 
tax money generated from 
development within the 
district to pay for the infra-
structure (roads, water, sew-
er, etc.) within the district. 
The status of TID 9 is much 

improved over a year ago.
� Working with 

the DNR, engineers (CBS 
Squared), and builders 
(C&M, J&A) we have re-
drawn the map.  This re-
solved serious DNR con-
cerns, optimized the cost/
benefit ratio of infrastruc-
ture costs and removed en-
croachment on power line 
easements.

� The City and 
Ehlers Inc. (our public fi-
nance advisor) created 
financial models for im-
proved management of the 
TID.  The City can quickly 
assess the impact of de-
velopment costs vs. incre-
mental tax benefits.  While 
success will be influenced 
by the housing market, the 
City now controls what is 
controllable. 

� DNR Wetland per-
mitting is now completed 
for the remainder of twin 
homes on Carlone Street. 

� The first two (two 
units each) twin homes are 
completed.  We anticipate 
additional construction in 
2023.

� Construction of a 
14-unit apartment is nearing 
completion.

� TID 9 boundaries 
were adjusted.  This was 
done to direct additional 
tax revenue into the TID....
again lessening the risk to 
taxpayers.

The City has acknowl-
edged the need for a com-
prehensive financial plan 
for the past 2-3 years.  
Working with Ehlers, we 
are constructing the re-
quired financial tools - aim-
ing for availability by June.  
Large capital expense com-
mitments are delayed until 

1. Tell us about yourself 

and your involvement in 

the School District.

  My daughter is in 6th grade 
in Cumberland and my son 
is in 4th grade.  I have lived 
here with my wife, Linette, 
since 2009, when we relo-
cated here from Southeast 
Wisconsin.  I have always 
been passionate about edu-
cation and, in the past, 
served on the school board 
for the local public charter 
school (Island City Acad-
emy) for 3 years.  I have 
worked at Ardisam since 
2009 and have been Presi-
dent and CEO since the end 
of 2014.  My wife and I both 
help with youth sports, but I 
am most passionate about 
academics.  It is important 
to me that Ardisam does its 
part to support the Cumber-
land Schools and the stu-
dents.  It is important that 
local industry and schools 
work together to introduce 
career paths and opportuni-
ties for students to consider 
in their futures.
2. What made you decide to 

run for the school board at 

this time?  

  The school board has a big 
job ahead.  Three school 
administrators have retired 
already this year and we 
need suitable replacements.  

I have the passion, expe-
rience, and knowledge to 
help lead the recruiting ef-
fort to replace the retiring 
administrators.  We need to 
make sure we get the correct 
people from inside and out-
side the school involved in 
the recruiting effort and that 
we have a robust process for 
evaluating candidates.  We 
need open discussion and 
healthy debate.  I’m con-
cerned that if those outside 
the school are not involved 
in recruiting, potential can-
didates will not be properly 
evaluated.    
  In addition, I believe the 
primary purpose of Cumber-
land Schools is to educate 
our children and academ-
ics should be the number 
one goal of our school and 
our school board members.  
The best available metric to 
evaluate a school’s educa-
tional performance is stand-
ardized test scores.  Unfor-
tunately, the standardized 
test scores for Cumberland 
have slipped considerably 
in the last decade and are 
now well below average for 
the state.  I believe we can 
do better and turn around 
this trend by having open 
discussions on the topic of 
academic performance at 
school board meetings.  The 
Cumberland School Board 
must hold the administra-
tion accountable for finding 
ways to improve academic 
performance.  Currently, 
declining test scores are 
never discussed at school 
board meetings.  The issue 
is simply dismissed as un-
true even though the stand-
ardized scores are published 
on the Department of Public 
Instruction website.  
3. A referendum is coming 

1. Tell us about your-

self and your involvement 

in the School District.  

I grew up in Cumberland, 
graduated from CHS, and 
now feel fortunate to be 
back living in this commu-
nity with my wife and two 
daughters, who are in 4th 
and 6th grade.  I am a Vice 
President and Senior Lend-
er at Cumberland Federal 
Bank, and I have enjoyed 
supporting this District and 
the Cumberland community 
in many ways over the past 
18 years. I am a member of 
the Knights of Columbus, 
have enjoyed serving on 
the Educational Foundation 
Board, Boy Scout Troop 24 
Executive Committee, and 
on the Barron County Eco-
nomic Development Board. 
I have been an elected 
member of the Cumberland 
School Board for the last 
six years. Having parents 
who were both teachers, as 
is my wife now, I have been 
around education my entire 
life. I know the challenges, 
as well as how education 
has changed, and I feel hon-
ored to help make Cumber-
land School District a point 
of pride in our community.

2. What made you 

decide to run for the school 

board at this time?

I would like to continue 
working with our excellent 
administration and employ-
ees, parents, students, and 
the community to achieve 
many of the goals we have 
set before us.

-I am committed to hav-
ing not just a building, but 
an attractive, safe, and 
sound high school facility 
that provides ample oppor-
tunities for community in-
volvement and students and 
staff to thrive.  

-Our community/busi-
nesses have invested sig-
nificant time, resources, 
and equipment to giving 
students career avenues in 
our own community, and 
I believe it is important to 
enhance opportunities such 
as youth apprenticeship 
programs, networking, in-
ternships, mentorships, and 
hands-on learning to maxi-
mize what our own commu-
nity can offer our students.

-Cumberland School Dis-
trict was recently voted as a 
finalist for “Best Places to 
Work in Barron County.” 
With today’s challenges, I 
understand how important 
this is when looking to re-
cruit, retain, and attract 
quality talent. I am very 
proud of this designation 
and am dedicated to main-
taining it. We need to con-
tinue keeping the very best 
teachers in front of our chil-
dren that our District can 
provide. 

-Children learn at vary-
ing levels. When evaluating 
children’s individual learn-
ing abilities, test scores are 
not the only metric to con-
sider. We need to continue 
offering curriculums and 
programs that give teachers 
flexibility to meet the needs 
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Bill Effertz of Cumberland was re-elected to District 8 on Barron Electric’s Board of Directors.
 

Non Emergency Phone Numbers:
Cumberland Police Dept. 822-2754
Barron County Sheriff  537-3106
Polk County Sheriff 485-8300

Emergency

911

Tina WagnerMeg LepakMeg Lepak
715-733-0196715-733-0196

meglepak@edinarealty.commeglepak@edinarealty.com

Home Home 

Sweet Sweet 

HomeHome

1420 2nd Ave., 1420 2nd Ave., 
Cumberland, WI 54829Cumberland, WI 54829

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.

Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 

For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Information regarding ETC events can be seen at
 www.cumberlandetc.com or you can "like" ETC on Facebook

or watch the Advocate

ETC is located at 1595 2nd Avenue • Cumberland, WI
(across from Cumberland Elementary School)

AUDITIONS at the ETC Theater 
APRIL 3-4 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. 

We're looking for middle thru high school aged 
young people as well as some adults. This is a play 
directed by Emilee Springsteen and Hannah Paul, 

graduates of the ETC children's play 
program! Emilie has a degree in theater from 
UW-Madison. For more information contact: 

emiliespringsteen@gmail.com

Auditions for "Little Women"
ETC presents "Little Women" June 2-3-4 & 

June 8-9-10-11. This heartwarming story is directed
 by Emilie Springsteen and Hannah Paul. 

Thursday, March 30 
• 6:00-7:00 am CCE: TRX • 6:30-7:30 am Pickle Ball • 7:40-8:10 am 4K BASE 
meeting • 12:30-2:00 pm Cody Kargus speaking to 6th grade (Guidance 
Room) • 3:30-5:45 pm CHS Track practice • 3:30-5:45 CHS Baseball practice 
• 3:30-6 pm CHS Softball practice • 7-9 pm CHS School Play •

 Friday, March 31 
• 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 2-7 pm CHS Varsity Baseball Tournament at 
Amherst • 4-8 pm CHS Track at UW Minnesota • 7-9 pm CHS School Play •

Saturday, April 1 
• CHS Softball Varsity at Amherst time TBD • CHS Baseball at Amhurst • 7 

am-6 pm Youth Volleyball Tournament • 1-3 pm Pickle Ball • 
• 7-9 CHS School Play •

Sunday, April 2 
• 2-4 pm CHS School Play • 3-5 pm GBB OTI

 Monday, April 3
• 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 3:30-4:30 pm MS Wrestling Pizza Party 
& Equipment Turn-in • 4:30-5:30 pm CCE: Choose Fit/Bench Stepping • 
4:30-7:30 CHS JV Baseball at Amery • 6:30-8 pm CYVA Meeting •

 Tuesday, April 4
• 6-7 am CCE: TRX• 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball •8-9 am FMT Weekly 
meeting • 4-7 pm CHS Track at Spooner • 4-8 pm CHS Boys Golf at Chetek 
• 4:30-7:30 CHS JV & V Baseball at Amery •  5-7:30 pm CHS Softball V & 
JV home vs Unity • 5-7:30 pm CHS Soccer home vs EC North • 8-10:30 
pm CCE: Volleyball Adult Co-Ed •

Wednesday, April 5
• 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 5-6 pm CCE: Choose Fit/Bench Stepping 

• 6-8 CCE: Pickle Ball •

COMMUNITY ED OFFERINGS

TO PRE-REGISTER OR HAVE QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS? 
Please contact: Susan Bridger CCE Director
 sbrid@csdmail.com / 715-822-5121 ext. 403

Upcoming Events

Tabata & Barre Fitness: 
taught by NETA certified fitness instructor, Tirzah Zipperer 

5:30-6:15 pm • Cumberland Middle School
Cost: $7 for walk-ins-$20 for 3 classes or $40 for all 6 classes.

Location: Cumberland Middle School 
Tabata-style workouts are comprised of 20 seconds of all-out effort followed 
by 10 seconds of recovery. Each Tabata consists of 4 exercises repeated twice 

lasting 4 minutes with a minute in between each Tabata. 
Monday's: March 27 & April 3 - Tabata Sessions 

Barre-style workouts are total body sculpting exercises that incorpo-
rates techniques inspired by elements of ballet, yoga and Pilates. Please 
bring Yoga mat, light weights (3-5 lbs), a yoga mat & a water bottle. 

Wednesday's: March 29 & April 5 - Beyond Barre sessions. 

CUMBERLAND 
      SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

COUNTRY LINE DANCING

For Beginners and Those With Experience...
"If you can walk, you can dance - so come join us!"
Our instructors are back! Rich & LeeAnn Borseth, who are 

well-known in the area for their line-dancing expertise!   

Classes will begin on... 

Thursday, April 6 thru Thursday, May11, 2023

6:00-7:00 p.m. • Cumberland High School Gym 

Cost: 6 weeks for $40.00

Different dance steps will be presented  each Thursday. 
If there is a song out there, there is a line dance for it!

Come as a single or as a couple...
• It's fun • Great source of exercise • Great for memory and 

your heart • Great for balance • Overall total body wellness! 
 - MUST PRE-REGISTER -

COMING SOON!!

 Thursday, March 30
 Chicken Patty, whole grain bun, fries, 

baked beans. MS/HS: Pizza sticks.
Friday, March 31

Pizza dippers w/red sauce, broccoli, 
coleslaw. MS/HS: Garlic cheese bread.

Monday, April 3
BBQ chicken, whole grain bun, fries, 

carrots. MS/HS: 3 meat calzone.
Tuesday, April 4 

Cheese quesadillas, brown rice, corn, 
Mandarin oranges. 

MS/HS: BBQ chicken w/chips.
Wednesday, April 5

Easter dinner: ham, cheesy potatoes, 
breadsticks, broccoli, dessert. 

MS/HS: Chicken nuggets.

This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL  LUNCH
Lunch menu includes assorted fresh vegetables, salad bar, 

fresh fruit and 1/2 pt. milk. Menu is subject to change 
due to vendor availability.

This month, Cumberland’s Ruby’s Pantry will again be a 
drive through Pantry at the Cumberland Fire Hall. 

The Fire Hall is located behind the Elementary School. 
You will be directed to line up in the 3M parking lot. Please 
follow our parking directors. 

Fast Track guests will also be in the 3M lot but in a differ-
ent line. If you have your donation receipt in hand, turn your 
flashers on when you pull into the lot. Our traffic directors 
will be able to identify you quickly and get you to the correct 
line. We will do our best to be speedy. Please be patient. 

Saturday, April 1
Distribution will be held at Cumberland Fire Hall as 

a drive through Pantry. Everyone Welcome!
Please do not arrive before 6:30 AM 

Registration from 7 to 9:15 AM
Distribution from 8 to 9:30 AM

NEW PRICE! Donation $25
Cash Only - No Checks Please 
Due to the continued increase in truck fuel costs, 

Ruby’s Pantry is increasing the per share donation 
amount to $25. We apologize for the inconvenience.

36 YEARS  OF  PIPE  DREAM CENTER

www.manfredsmusic.com 

Boogie Nights are Back!!!
SATURDAY, APRIL 1st at 7 pm

at the Pipe Dream Center
 (old Pipe Lake School)

The Center is located on the corner of CTH T & G in Polk County. 
Positively No Drugs • No Alcohol • Smoke-free Environment

Everyone welcome, donation at the door. For more info call 715-822-8401.

Re-Elected!Library Happenings 
by Rob Ankarlo, Director   
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library

Thomas St. Angelo Pub-
lic Library has started a 
new Spanish Conversa-
tion Group. It meets on the 
fourth Wednesday of the 
month. Join us and make 
new friends.

We are ready (and wait-
ing) for spring! Our Seed 
Sharing program starts 
Monday, April 3. Help 
yourself to up to 10 seed 
packets. Save your seeds 
and share with your neigh-
bors.

Crafternoon Club will 
meet April 12 with special 
guest, local artist Virginia 
Streitz. She will be teaching 
the fundamentals of water-
color painting. Participation 
is limited – registration re-
quired.

Celebrate National Po-
etry Month by listening to 
local community members 
read their favorite poems on 
Wednesday, April 12 at 6 pm 
for Poetry & Sur-PRIZES! 

Let us know if you would like 
to read a poem or just listen 
and enjoy the evening. All 
attendees will be eligible for 
prize drawings.

Lunch & Learn presents 
science author Scott Spool-
man on Wednesday, April 
19 from noon to 1 pm. Scott 
will sample a few of the sto-
ries from his new book Wis-
consin Waters: the Ancient 
History of Lakes, Rivers, and 
Waterfalls. He will return to 
the library at 5 pm for a Meet 
& Greet.

Join Inga Witscher, dairy 
farmer, cheese maker, and 
host of the PBS Television 
show, Around the Farm Table 
for a cooking demonstration 
featuring her favorite spring 
ingredients on Saturday, April 
29 at 10:30 am.

The library will CLOSE 
Friday, March 31 at 3 pm and 
Saturday, April 1 for roof and 
insulation repairs.

Happy Spring!

Tuesday, April 4, 2023

Don’t Forget to

1390 1st Ave. • Cumberland • 
715-822-3586

Online Church at
hopecommunitychurch.life

You’re Invited to Easter at 
Hope!   

Palm Sunday:  April 2nd - 9:30 am
Good Friday Service: April 7th -  6:00 pm
Easter Services:  April 9th 
8:30 & 10:15 am
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 THE ADVOCATE

News from City Hall 
City Business Leaders Gather to Discuss 
Housing Shortage by Mayor Dan Shoemaker 

On March 22, the Cum-
berland Economic Devel-
opment Committee hosted 
The Cumberland Housing 
Conference to discuss the 
need for more housing in 
Cumberland. The objectives 
for the meeting included a 
City update on development 
preparations, builder updates 
on near-term housing avail-
ability, employer feedback on 
housing needs, and a discus-
sion of factors affecting the 
timing and housing types.

The attendees included 
major area employers such 
as 3M, Ardisam, LeJeune 
Steel Company, Seneca 
Foods, Cumberland Health-
care, Nilssen’s, Louie’s Finer 
Meats, City of Cumberland 
representatives, builders, lo-
cal bankers, and realtors. All 
attendees shared a common 
interest in increasing housing 
availability in Cumberland.

The lack of housing pre-
sents several challenges for 
employers, forcing employ-
ees to move to surrounding 
cities and townships. Current 
residents, such as seniors and 
empty-nesters, have few op-
tions to downsize due to lim-
ited housing availability in 
Cumberland.

Michael Cifaldi, a City 
Council and Cumberland Eco-
nomic Development member, 
presented the City’s role in ad-
dressing the housing shortage. 
The City has made significant 

progress in responding effi-
ciently to housing demands, 
including coordinating with 
the DNR to minimize wetland 
concerns and optimizing the 
design to reduce infrastructure 
costs. The City has also estab-
lished needed third-party rela-
tionships and implemented fi-
nancial controls to balance the 
benefits of incremental taxes 
versus financing costs. This 
positions the City to respond 
quickly to builders’ opportu-
nities while expanding the tax 
base.

Jonathan Kauffman from 
J&A Northwest Construc-
tion presented the status and 
plans for apartment construc-
tion. The first of three 14-unit 
structures will be available for 
occupancy this summer. Work 
is anticipated to start on the 
next one or both additional 
buildings by fall.

Cody Filipczak from C&M 
Home Builders provided the 
status of twin home develop-
ment within TID 9, with the 
first two (two-unit) homes 
completed and three units 
currently available. He is pre-
pared to build ten additional 
units on Carlone in response 
to market demand. Mr. Filip-
czak provided insight into the 
housing market, stating that 
the market for twin homes 
is strong and offers a needed 
housing type to transition to 
single-family homes in Cum-
berland.

Autumn Schwarz, 3M 
Plant Manager and Cumber-
land Economic Development 
member, led the roundtable 
discussion. The discussion 
covered anticipated housing 
needs, including employer 
headcount growth, timing, 
and demographics. The lack 
of housing was observed 
to be in all price points and 
highlighted the need for me-
dium to high-end rentals to 
create movement in the mar-
ket, resulting in lower-cost 
rental availability. Housing 
affordability in the $200,000 
range was desired but chal-
lenging to balance with the 
increased cost of building 
materials for new construc-
tion. There was also a strong 
desire for downsizing op-
tions, including single-level 
senior housing.

The input from the discus-
sion will influence builders’ 
decisions on new construc-
tion types and timing. Com-
munity members are encour-
aged to contact builders if 
they are interested in new 
construction. The City is 
excited to invest further in 
infrastructure as builders 
commit to new construc-
tion.

Joshua Johnson  (CEO 
Don Johnson Auto Group)

Autumn Schwarz (3M 
Plant Sr Manager) 

Dan Shoemaker  (Cum-
berland Mayor)

 The Island City; April in 1902  by Mark R. Fuller
The first Advocate of April 

in 1902 found the City going 
through some similar events 
as the paper of this week of-
fers, although Easter had been 
celebrated just a few days ear-
lier on March 30.

Cumberland Churches had 
offered numerous opportu-
nities to prepare for Easter 
leading up to the date. The 
Congregational Church had 
presented the Cantana, “The 
Galiilean” in front of a large 
crowd. The paper would say 
of the performance, “It was, 
without exception, the finest 
thing of the kind that the lov-
ers of music and reading have 
ever listened to from home 
talent.” Readers include Mr. 
W. N. Fuller, while solos and 
duets were performed by El-
len Hagborg, Maud Doolittle, 
and Pearl Schultz among oth-
ers.

Ladies were able to pur-
chase their Easter hat at Hines 
Mercantile or Company 
store, while those who sim-
ply wished to have a previ-
ously owned hat remodeled, 

could have Miss Peterson, the 
Company Store trimmer, do 
the work for you.

The front page of the April 
3 Advocate, covered the City 
elections of two days earlier. 
Only 250 residents partici-
pated with S. H. Waterman 
receiving unanimous sup-
port for Mayor.  F.W. Miller, 
meanwhile, was re-elected 
Treasurer by a margin of 73 
votes.

Among Waterman and the 
Council’s first duties was to 
set the salary of the City Mar-
shall at $45 a month and the 
City attorney’s salary at $75 
for the year. C. E. Foote was 
chosen President of the Coun-
cil.

The paper saw people 
looking for work or seeking 
employees. S. Palmer adver-
tised brick and stone mason-
ry work, offering estimates 
on all jobs with satisfaction 
guaranteed. Mrs. S.W. Hines, 
meanwhile, advertised for a 
good cook, who could wash 
and iron. She said she would 
pay, “Good wages, for a neat 

willing girl.”
The paper’s advertisements 

also offered opportunities to 
purchase land in and around 
the 25-year old city.

For $900, one could pur-
chase a 40-acres a mile from 
town. The log house and barn 
were part of the sale, with 30 
acres under cultivation. For 
$3300, one could buy 120 
acres all fenced in, a frame 
house, a barn, and good well, 
2 ½ miles from town.

Finally, the paper covered 
the move of one of its early 
settlers, as Robert Colling-
wood and family was head-
ing to their new home in 
Idaho. A reception was held 
for about fifty people to say 
goodbye.

The Advocate would say 
of their departure, “Just why 
these people should leave 
the best country under the 
sun and make a new home 
in the west, we are at a loss 
to know.”  Especially, when 
another spring and summer 
were just around the corner, 
just like they are today.

Barron County Public Health to Hold 
Women’s Product Drive
 Barron County Public 
Health is holding a Period 
Product Drive in the month 
of April.  Donations of pads, 
tampons, or menstrual cups 
may be dropped off at the 
Rice Lake Public Library 
and the Barron County 
Government Center inside 
the main entrances.  Faculty 
and students of Northwood 
Technical College can also 
drop off donations to the 
Northwood Technical Col-
lege student health office.

Products used for peri-
ods, things like pads, tam-
pons, and menstrual cups, 
are not frequently donated 
but something many people 
use each month.  One in five 
women report not being able 
to afford these needed sup-
plies each month. This can 
cause them to not change 
tampons as often as recom-
mended increasing the risk 
for Toxic Shock Syndrome.  
This syndrome is a rare but 
very serious bacterial infec-

tion, which requires medi-
cal attention to treat and can 
cause death. 

Government programs 
like Food Share and WIC 
do not pay for period prod-
ucts.  Donations will be dis-
tributed to area schools and 
food pantries. For questions 
about Toxic Shock Syn-
drome or this product drive 
contact Barron County Pub-
lic Health at 715-537-5691, 
extension 6442 or health@
co.barron.wi.us.
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Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“In uncertain times, better planning helps young companies raise capital”

FREE READING HELP

Barron County Area 
Literacy Council
715-637-5797

  THE CUMBERLAND ADVOCATE
“An Independent Community Newspaper”

Owned by Jackson County 
Publishing, Inc.
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GREEN BAY, Wis. -- The 
Federal Reserve just raised 
interest rates for the ninth 
time in a year, inflation 
remains alive if not well, 
the war in Ukraine shows 
no sign of winding down 
and the public markets are 
spooked like a jittery race-
horse.
 In short, it’s a perfect time 

for a young company to 
try raising angel or venture 
capital… if they’re smart 
about it.
 That’s been the message 

at two recent events, one 
in Lambeau Field in Green 
Bay and the other at the 
Whitewater University In-
novation Center, where 
veterans of private equity 
fundraising talked frankly 
about the realities of attract-
ing capital in down markets.
 Their common message 

to entrepreneurs: Present a 
financial model that helps 
investors envision a healthy 
return, make a crisp and dy-
namic first impression, and 
don’t expect a short court-
ship.
 The first such discus-

sion took place March 9 in 
Whitewater, where Andy 
Walker of Rock River Capi-
tal Partners said entrepre-
neurs need to set realistic 
goals when meeting with 
investors like himself and 
not become discouraged 

about the length of the pro-
cess. Rock River is part of 
the Badger Fund of Funds 
network and typically in-
vests between $250,000 to 
$1.5 million in a single deal. 
But such deals don’t happen 
every day, even if the fund 
shows initial interest. 
“A lot of times though, 

the second we give them 
a meeting, they think ‘I’m 
getting funded’,” Walker 
told a Tech Council In-
novation Network crowd. 
Even if all goes well, he 
continued, there may be a 
dozen meetings before an 
investment is made -- if 
ever.
“Before we invest, we’ve 

probably seen the compa-
ny and followed it over a 
year… We don’t have one 
meeting and hand you a 
check,” he said.
 Walker wasn’t trying 

to crush the hopes and 
dreams of entrepreneurs -- 
he was and is one himself 
-- but aiming to set expec-
tations for what investors 
need to see.
 “For it to be a (venture 

capital) backed company, 
we’ve got to see a ten-
times return on our money. 
We’ve got to see market 
sizes that are just massive,” 
Walker continued. Early 
stage investors typically 
lose all of their money on 

one-third of their invest-
ments and some or much 
of their money on the sec-
ond one-third. It’s the final 
one-third, Walker said, in 
which investors must see 
strong returns to make up 
for the other losses.
 A strikingly similar mes-

sage was delivered March 
20 at the Wisconsin Tech 
Summit by Keith David-
son, a Dallas-based princi-
pal with CliftonLarsonAl-
len. He told entrepreneurs 
not to expect fundraising to 
be like a “Shark Tank” epi-
sode but a lengthy process 
that begins with the ques-
tion: “Should I be raising 
angel or venture capital at 
all?”
 Not a stupid question 

when one considers that 
roughly 1% of companies 
that set out to raise such 
capital succeed. Preparation 
is what can dramatically 
raise the odds for any com-
pany, Davidson said.
 That includes refining a fi-

nancial model; researching 
potential investors; build-
ing a short pitch deck that 
captures the problem and 
outlines a marketable solu-
tion; following investor in-
structions before making a 
pitch; and wowing them in 
the first meeting.
 Forty slides are a deal-

killer, Davidson said. Sev-

en slides that focus on the 
problem, the solution, the 
urgency, what resources are 
needed to get there, the team 
and progress to date are 
what investors need to see.
 Investors don’t fund com-

panies to pay expenses and 
salaries or to help firms that 
are running low on money. 
More commonly, Davidson 
said, they invest to produce 
a working prototype, finish 
a “minimally viable prod-
uct,” complete clinical trials 
or commercialize or expand 
the product.
 Part of the calculus is 

knowing how much cash is 
needed from the investment 
itself, he said, while also 
figuring the “burn rate” dur-
ing the time it takes to close 
a deal.
 Like Walker, Davidson 

said patience is a virtue 
and no one should expect a 
“Shark Tank” ending. “The 
goal of the first meeting is 
another meeting,” he said, 
and so on until there is a yes 
or a no.
 The economy is wobbly 

but angel and venture deals 
still happen, most often for 
those who prepare and per-
severe.
 Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
April 3, 2013

Presenting the 2013 Cum-
berland High School Prom 
Court: Josh Dorn, Molly 
Delzer, AJ Ricci, Emily 
Delfosse, Paul Sellent, 
Maddy Wagner, Jocelyn 
Olson, Zachary Nyhus, 
Carley Green, Evan Hard-
ing, Junior Royalty Indera 
Rodriguez, 2013 Queen 
Tia Olsen, 2013 King KC 
Larson, and Junior Roy-
alty Josh Helstern.

      20 Years Ago
April 2, 2003

The telephone has been 
ringing off the wall at the 
home of Mary Wickland, 
of Spooner and the family 
members of AW3 Scott 
Wickland, Cumberland, 
Aboard the U.S.S. Con-
stellation, in the Persian 
Gulf ,  a  ca l l  went  out . 
“Rescue crew gear up!” 
AW3 Wickland was one 
of the rescues to jump 
into sea to rescue two 
downed pilots. One of the 
jets, which was in landing 
mode, malfunctioned and 
the pilots were ejected. 

After conducting inter-
views of the five finalists 
for the position of As-
sistant Police Chief, the 
Cumberland City Council 
has approved the hiring of 
Randy Matthys. 

         30 Years Ago
March 31, 1993

Jim Sparish and John 
Peterson, on behalf of the 
Cumberland Wrest l ing 
Association, presented a 
check in the amount of 
$1886.00. to the Cumber-
land School District for 

the purchase of “ADAM,” 
a specialized wrestling 
take down apparatus, and 
a neck conditioning ma-
chine for the weight train-
ing facility.

The Cumberland Board 
of  Educat ion  rece ived 
wri t ten  not i f icat ion a t 
their meeting last week, 
that  school  buses  wi l l 
soon have video cameras 
on board. The purpose is 
to provide safe transporta-
tion for students by reduc-
ing disciplinary problems 
and vandalism  while al-
lowing the bus driver to 
focus on driving the bus.

       40 Years Ago
March 30, 1983

A number of Cumber-
land High School Foren-
sic students will  move 
onto state competi t ion 
after earning “A” ratings. 
They are:  Jon Brecka, 
Mary Hegenbarth, Jen-
ni fer  Jacobson,  Angel 
Benes, Liz Murray, Shan-
non Lane, Phil Amundson, 
Rochelle Grant,  Micki 
Ranallo, Philip Peichel, 
Russell Lane, Chris Mur-
ray and Tim Beard. 

       50 Years Ago
March 29, 1973

James Steen of Cum-
b e r l a n d  w a s  a w a r d e d 
the new salesman of the 
Month Award for Febru-
ary by Mid America Mu-
tual Life Insurance Co., of 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

A fire at 3:30 am on 
Tuesday morning, brought 
the Cumberland Fire De-
partment to the Falcon 
Drill  on the west edge 
of the city. An oil line 

leak apparently caused an 
electric motor to short out 
and catch fire. Damage 
was confined to the ma-
chine with intense smoke 
throughout the building.

      60 Years Ago
April 4, 1963

Ground breaking for 
the new Phillips 66 Ser-
vice Station on the old 
Hines property at the junc-
tion of Highway 63 and 
Highway 48 started on 
Monday. Birger Johnson, 
general contractor, said 
the station is expected to 
be completed by July.

Po l i ce  Ch ie f  Glenn 
Stoll reminded residents 
that the local dog ordi-
nance requires all dogs 
to be restricted to their 
own yards and to be away 
from them only on a leash. 
There have been a number 
of complaints from all 
sections of  the city about 
dogs running loose. 

80 Years Ago
April 1, 1943

The warmest day of the 
spring, Tuesday, brought 
also the first real spring 
rain that night. The rain 
started as a hard shower at 
3:45 am, and then settled 
down to a slow drizzle that 
lasted to about 7 am. Tues-
day also became the warm-
est day since last October 
with a high of 65.

     90 Years Ago
March 30, 1933

Julie Alfonse, Cumber-
land, and former C.H.S. 
star athlete, is rated as one 
of the best prospects for the 
University of Minnesota 
football team this year. 

Temperature and 

precipitation readings 

are taken at 7 a.m. for 

the previous 24 hours 

and are provided by 

the Cumberland 

Utility Office

Date Hi Lo    Pre.   Snow  
3/21 36  8 - -
3/22 34 20   .18    1.7
3/23  34 22 - -
3/24 36 6 - -
3/25 41 7 - -
3/26  42 19  - -
3/27 39 19  - -

2023

I just left the high school office Tuesday morn-
ing and was talking to Brandon about how dif-
ficult it is going to be to get spring sports up and 
running. As he pointed out, at least there is not 
much frost in the ground which should help when 
the snow melts. Baseball, softball, track and soc-
cer are slated to start games next week. Good luck 
with that! Teams with depth will surely have an 
advantage. 

-0-
As bad as our weather seems to have been, it 

pales in comparison to the horrific storms that 
killed dozens in Mississippi. What an absolute 
disaster zone. With the storms coming through 
at night, those poor folks didn’t have much of a 
chance. I sure hope we never meet the new storm 
shelter behind the outfield fence of the Varsity 
baseball field and just south of the mobile home 
park, but it sure is nice to have something availa-
ble in case of bad weather. Prayers go out to those 
families affected down south.

-0-
It seems almost weekly. Another mass shooting 

this time in Nashville, Tennessee. At a Christian 
school. The 28-year-old female shooter killed six 
people including three nine-year-old kids. It was a 
premeditated planned out attack. The woman had 
three weapons, including two assault style rifles. I 
love the outdoors. I love to hunt and fish. I love be-
ing in the woods. I know where we live and what 
guns mean to many people. I own several guns. I 
know it’s people who kill in these mass shootings, 
but some of these assault style weapons make it 
easier for sure. At some point I believe we need to 
look at getting rid of some of the military assault 
style weapons. Something needs to change. Pretty 
soon our schools and churches will be more like 
prisons. Bullet proof glass, armored doors and po-
lice officers in every school and such. I can hear 
the argument already of “Once they starting tak-
ing our guns, where does it stop”. I get the Second 
Amendment, the right to keep bear arms. I don’t 
want anyone saying I can’t have my guns, but 
some how some way changes need to take place.  
Would banning military assault style weapons 
stop mass shootings? Absolutely not,  but just 
maybe it would be a start to helping curb a hor-
rible seemingly weekly event. Have a great week!

Don’t Forget to

Tuesday, April 4, 2023
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   Traffic Court 
Joseph C. Blackdeer, 32, 

Radisson, operating while 
revoked, $579.00. Justin 
A. Hazlewood, 25, Cam-
eron, OWI, $1,429.00. Jason 
C. Smith, 44, Rice Lake, 
OWI, $5,423.00. Austin 
M. Wohlk, 26, Rice Lake, 
operate without carrying a 
license, $217.10. Shawn G. 
Anderson,  55, Birchwood, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Sebastian J. Burt, 
18, Birchwood, fail/equip 
vehicle fenders, $175.30. 
Jayson L. Ford, 17, Chetek, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance, $200.50. 
Melissa M. Johnson, 37, 
Somerset, operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, 
$200.50. Anthony R. Matte-
son, 21, Cumberland, oper-
ating left of center, $213.10. 
Dillon R. Mckenzie, 21, 
Balsam Lake, speeding, 
$225.70. Tyler J. Melton, 
18, Rice Lake, fail/equip 
vehicle fenders, $175.30. 
Telina L. Nelson, 49, Rice 
Lake, speeding, $225.70. 
Jacob S. Neva, 19, Almena, 
passing in no-passing zone, 
$213.10. Pablo W. Quinche, 
32, Almena, operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Justice 
Y. Rogstad, 22, Hayward, 
failure to keep vehicle un-
der control, $213.10. Daniel 
L. Schultz, 34, Cameron, 
operating while suspend-
ed, $200.50 and speeding, 
$200.50. Ryan Stusse, 44, 
Burnsville, MN., speed-
ing, $225.70. Seferino I. 
Tecpile, 26, Cumberland, 
operate without a valid li-
cense, $200.50.

     Complaints 
Camren S. Sorensen, 29, 

of Ladysmith, has been 
charged possession of drug 
paraphernalia and posses-
sion of marijuana. His court 
date is scheduled for May 3, 
2023.

Criminal
Complaints

 Cory D. Robinson, 38, of 
Chetek, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct, do-
mestic abuse, criminal dam-
age to property and resisting 
or obstructing an officer. His 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for March 29, 2023.
Benjamin C. Johnson, 39, 

of Beldenville, has been 
charged with resisting or 
obstructing an officer. His 
court hearing is scheduled 
for May 3, 2023.
Elizabeth M. Mandelin, 46. 

of Amery, has been charged 
with possession of THC and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Her court hearing is 
scheduled for June 16, 2023.
Ethan M. Farrar, 19, no 

address, has been charged 
with battery to emergency 
medical care providers, re-
sisting or obstructing an of-
ficer, operate firearm while 
intoxicated and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. His 
adjourned initial appearance 
was scheduled for March 24, 
2023.
Travis S. Thompson, 43, 

of Star Prairie, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
was scheduled for March 24, 
2023.
Tiana R. Oswald, 30, of 

Prairie Farm, has been 
charged with battery, do-
mestic abuse, disorderly 
conduct, possession of meth-
amphetamine, possession of 

THC, possession of drug 
paraphernalia and resisting 
or obstructing an officer. Her 
adjourned initial appearance 
is scheduled for April 12, 
2023.
Travis S. Thompson, 43, 

of Star Prairie, has been 
charged with extradition-
arrest with warrant. His ex-
tradition hearing was sched-
uled for March 24, 2023.
Shawn M. Blair, 45, of New 

Richmond, has been charged 
with possession with intent 
amphetamine/methamphet-
amine, possession of THC 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia. His adjourned ini-
tial appearance is scheduled 
for March 29, 2023.
Joshua J. Ford, 35, no ad-

dress, has been charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine. His preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for March 
31, 2023.
Ethan M. Farrar, 19, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
battery to emergency medi-
cal care providers, obstruct-
ing an officer, possession of 
a firearm while intoxicated, 
and possession of drug para-
phernalia.
A deputy with the Barron 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, reports on March 
16, 2023, at approximately 
10:57 pm, he was on duty 
when he was dispatched to 
a residence in Rice Lake, 
in reference to a suicidal 
subject. Barron County Dis-
patch advised they received 
an anonymous call from 
a female stating that her 
friend, who she identified 
as Farrar, had a gun and was 
home alone. The female call-
er stated Farrar told her that 
he was going to shoot him-
self and her, and was making 
threats to harm friends. The 
female caller further stated 
she had facetimed with Far-
rar and saw him with a gun 
in his hand.
The deputy reports that he, 

along with two other depu-
ties from the Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department were 
en route to the residence 
when dispatch advised that 
Farrar was involved in a ve-
hicle crash on U.S. Highway 
53, near mile marker 141, 
in Barron County. The Rice 
Lake Police Department was 
mutual aided to respond to 
the vehicle crash due to the 
proximity of the Rice Lake 
Police Department to the re-
ported location of the crash 
compared to responding 
Barron County Sheriff’s De-
partment deputies.
A sergeant, with the City 

of Rice Lake Police De-
partment, reports on March 
26, 2023, at approximately 
11:12 pm, he was on duty 
when dispatch requested 
mutual aid for a vehicle 
that had crashed in the ditch 
in the southbound lane of 
U.S. Highway 53, near mile 
marker 141. Dispatch ad-
vised that a male, subject, 
called to report he had the 
driver of the vehicle that had 
crashed inside of his truck. 
The male stated he was wait-
ing for law enforcement on 
the shoulder of the road. 
Dispatch indicated a second 
male could be heard in the 
background crying and say-
ing his girlfriend cheated on 
him and he was going to jail 
because he had been drink-
ing.
    The sergeant reports he 
was made aware that the 
male who had crashed was 
suspected of being the male 
who Barron County Sher-
iff’s Department deputies 
were responding to in refer-
ence to the 911 call from the 

anonymous female reporting 
that Farrar had threatened 
to shoot himself and others, 
and had shown the female on 
facetime a loaded handgun. 
Dispatch identified Farrar as 
the defendant.
The sergeant reports that he 

and an officer with the City 
of Rice Lake Police Depart-
ment, responded to the loca-
tion of the reported crash. 
While en route, dispatch ad-
vised they heard Farrar men-
tion he had something in his 
pocket.
Upon arrival at the crash 

scene, the sergeant reports 
he requested dispatch to ask 
the 911 caller to remove the 
keys and exit his truck. The 
male did so and walked back 
to where the officer was po-
sitioned at his patrol squad.
The sergeant reports he 

gave Farrar commands to 
reach out of the window of 
the male’s truck, and open 
the door. Farrar began yell-
ing at the officer. The ser-
geant reports Farrar reached 
out of the vehicle and opened 
the door after approximately 
two minutes of repeated 
commands by the officer 
and sergeant to exit the ve-
hicle. Farrar was instructed 
to walk backwards to the of-
ficer while facing away from 
him. Farrar turned around 
and faced both officers when 
he was told to stop and in-
terlace his fingers on the top 
of his head. The sergeant re-
ports that he and the officer 
repeatedly told Farr to turn 
around and face away from 
them. Farrar refused and 
said, “Just shoot me.” 
The sergeant reports he 

asked the officer to lethal 
coverage. The sergeant re-
ports he then transitioned 
from his department issued 
rifle to retrieving his taser. 
The sergeant activated the la-
ser on the taser and pointed it 
towards Farrar. The sergeant 
reports that he and the offi-
cer began approaching Far-
rar giving him commands 
to place his hands on the top 
of his head. The sergeant 
reports Farrar got on both 
knees and placed his hands 
on the ground while they 
were approaching him. As 
they got nearer to Farrar, the 
sergeant reports Farrar lifted 
his hands off the ground, 
moving his right hand up to 
his head and keeping his left 
hand around his waist. 
The sergeant reports he 

successfully deployed his  
taser at this time. Farrar fell 
forward onto the  ground and 
was taken into custody.
The sergeant reports that, 

when the 911 caller returned 
to his truck, he advised he 
had located a marijuana 
smoking device that Farrar 
had placed in his truck. In 
the  caller’s written state-
ment that he later complet-
ed, he describes how, when 
police arrived, Farrar tried to 
give him what Farrar called 
a pipe and told him to keep 
it because Farrar had no use 
for it. Photographs were 
taken of the marijuana pipe 
which field tested positive 
for the presence of THC.
The deputy reports that he, 

along with the two deputies, 
arrived on scene, on March 
16, 2023, at approximately 
11:32 pm. The deputy re-
ports he made contact with 
Farrar, who was seated in 
the backseat of the officer’s 
patrol squad. The deputy re-
ports he could smell a strong 
odor of intoxicants coming 
from Farrar’s breath as he 
was speaking with Farrar. 
The deputy reports Farrar’s 
demeanor and behavior was 

erratic and emotional. Far-
rar was uncooperative and 
at one point began slamming 
his head into the partition of 
the patrol squad.
The deputy reports she 

checked on the vehicle in the 
ditch. The deputy reports she 
ran the vehicle’s registration 
and received return informa-
tion that the registered own-
er of the vehicle is G.J.F. The 
deputy reports she observed 
a dog in the vehicle and what 
appeared to be a gun in be-
tween the driver’s seat and 
center console. The owner 
of the dog was identified and 
requested the dog to be taken 
to Happy Tales, as the owner 
was out of state.
The deputy reports that dep-

uties removed the dog from 
the vehicle without incident 
and placed it into the depu-
ty’s patrol squad. The deputy 
then retrieved the pistol she 
observed. The deputy reports 
there was a loaded magazine 
inside the pistol, and one 
round in the chamber.
The deputy reports she also 

assisted in the removal of the 
dog from the vehicle. The 
deputy reports there was an 
open liquor whiskey bottle 
on the driver side floorboard. 
The liquor bottle was miss-
ing a bottle cap. 
The deputy reports that 

EMS responded. Farrar was 
removed from the back seat 
of the officer’s patrol squad 
and escorted to the ambu-
lance. The deputy reports he 
assisted EMS staff in escort-
ing Farrar from the patrol 
squad to the ambulance. The 
deputy reports he smelled 
the odor of intoxicants com-
ing from Farrar’s person 
while escorting him to the 
ambulance.
The deputy reports Farrar 

continued to be very argu-
mentive with EMS staff and 
him when Farrar was placed 
on a cot in the ambulance. 
The deputy reports EMS 
staff advised that, due to Far-
rar being in a vehicle crash 
as well as making potential-
ly self-harming statements, 
they would be transporting 
him to the emergency room 
for further evaluation.
The deputy reports that, 

due to Farrar’s combative 
nature, he rode in the back of 
the ambulance for the safety 
of EMS staff. The deputy 
reports that, while en route 
to the hospital, Farrar began 
thrashing multiple times and 
was able to jar loose from 
the shoulder restraint har-
ness. The deputy and one of 
the EMS staff took measures 
to restrain Farrar. The dep-
uty reports that, while they 
were restraining Farrar, he 
was able to free his leg and 
kicked a EMS staff attending 
to Farrar in the ambulance in 
the face.
The deputy reports she 

spoke with the EMS staff 
member at a medical center. 
The staff member stated Far-
rar intentionally kicked her 
in the face. She also stated 
she experienced pain when 
Farrar kicked her in the face. 
The deputy reports that 

the 911 caller completed a 
written statement describ-
ing coming upon the car in 
the ditch. The caller stated 
a young man, Farrar, came 
running out in the middle 
of the highway and asked to 
sit in the caller’s vehicle to 
keep warm. The caller stated  
Farrar told him he had been 
dumped by his girlfriend, 
went out drinking, and then 
went into the ditch.
If convicted for battery 

to emergency medical care 
providers, Farrar may be 

fined not more than $10,000 
or imprisoned not more than 
six years or both. For ob-
structing an officer, he may be 
fined not more than $10,000 
or imprisoned not more than 
nine months or both. For pos-
session of a firearm while 
intoxicated, he may be fined 
not more than $10,000 or im-

prisoned not more than nine 
months or both. For posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, 
he may be fined not more 
than $500 or imprisoned 
not more than 30 days or 
both. 
His adjourned initial ap-

pearance was scheduled for 
March 24, 2023.

False Threats made at Multiple 
Schools

On Wednesday, March 
22, 2023, at approximately 
9:04 am, Barron County 
Emergency 911 received 
a call reporting an active 
shooter at the Rice Lake Mid-
dle School. Multiple Offic-
ers from several jurisdictions 
responded to the call. The 
Rice Lake Middle School 
went into lockdown per their 
protocol. The building was 
extensively searched and no  
threat or injured people were 
located. This call was what is 
commonly known as a “swat-
ting” call causing emergency 
services to respond to a false 
threat. The false report will be 
investigated, and the FBI has 
been made aware of the call. 
The Rice Lake Police Depart-
ment would like to thank all 
the agencies that responded to 
assist. 

The Spooner High School 
received a phone call from lo-
cal law enforcement who re-
ceived a phone call in regards 
to a possible active shooter in 
our school. We took immedi-
ate action when contacted by 
local law enforcement, and 
staff and law enforcement 
conducted an investigation at 
all buildings. Law enforce-

ment officials determined 
there was no active threat to 
student safety. Everyone is 
safe.

This situation, known as 
swatting, has affected many 
school districts across the 
country today. There have 
been numerous reports of 
dispatch centers receiving 
internet-based phone calls 
with these threats directed 
at schools, which are unsub-
stantiated. Ours was one of the 
school districts affected.

While this threat has been 
determined to be a hoax, we un-
derstand the anxiety a situation 
like this can cause for our fami-
lies, students, staff, and commu-
nity. Please know that our top 
priority is the safety and well-
being of our students and staff. 
We take any and all reports of 
potential threats seriously, and 
we are making every effort to 
maintain an environment where 
students and staff feel safe.

We would like to continue 
to encourage our students and 
school community to report 
anything that could constitute 
a threat to school safety. As al-
ways, we work closely with lo-
cal law enforcement to assist 
in these situations.

Multiple Criminal Charges 
against Cameron Man After 
Reports of Stolen Vehicle and 
Burglary

According to the criminal 
complaint filed, on July 21, 
2022, Devon Bernstein, of 
Cameron, stole two vehicles 
from a residence in Rice 
Lake. Law enforcement of-
ficer were able to retrieve 
security footage that cap-
tured Bernstein driving one 
of  the vehicles, with an-
other individual driving the 
other vehicle away. On July 
25, 2022, the vehicle Bern-
stein was driving was located 
parked in Cumberland.

The criminal complaint 
goes on to say that Bernstein 
had sold the vehicle to an indi-
vidual for $345 cash, payment 
for a hotel room for Bernstein 
in Stillwater, MN., and for-
giveness of a $1,500 debt that 
Bernstein owed the person. 
Bernstein told the individual 
that bought the vehicle, that 
he was leaving for Missouri. 
On August 9, 2022, the other 
vehicle was located in Still-
water, MN., where it had been 
parked at a McDonald’s since 
July 25, 2022.

In a second criminal com-
plaint filed, it states that Bern-
stein stole a motocross bike, 
miter saw, two chainsaws, and 
AR15 style firearm, and other 
property as well as causing 
criminal damage to various 
properties including a tractor 
and a residence.

Bernstein was charged with 
two counts of Class H Felony 
Take and Drive vehicle with-
out consent, two counts of 
Class H Felony Theft-move-
able property, two counts of 
Class F Felony Burglary-
building or dwelling,  two 
counts of Class G Felony Pos-

sess Firearm-Convicted of out 
of State Felony, two counts of 
misdemeanor theft-movable 
property, misdemeanor crimi-
nal damage to property, and 
misdemeanor attempt crimi-
nal damage to property. 

On March 21, 2023, Bern-
stein appeared for a court 
hearing in Barron County 
Circuit Court. Online court re-
cords show that Bernstein en-
tered pleas of guilty at a hear-
ing held in December 2022, 
to a charge of Class F  Felony 
Burglary-building or dwell-
ing and one charge of Class G 
Felony Possess Firearm-Con-
victed of out of state felony.

The Honorable James Ba-
bler ordered Bernstein to 
serve a six year sentence on 
his convictions for Class F 
Felony Burglary-building or 
dwelling, with three years of 
initial confinement in state 
prison followed by three 
years of extended supervision. 
Bernstein also received 
a four year sentence for 
his conviction of Class G 
Felony Possess Firearm-
Convicted of out of State 
Felony, with two years of 
initial confinement fol-
lowed by two years of ex-
tended supervision. 

An active arrest warrant 
is pending against Bern-
stein in Chippewa County 
Circuit Court. Records show 
that Bernstein appeared in 
Washburn County Circuit 
Court on March 6, 2023, re-
garding his charges there, by 
video while in custody in Bar-
ron County Jail. Bernstein is 
scheduled to appear again in 
April in Washburn County. 

Rusk County Deputy Injured 
and Flown by Helicopter while 
Attempting to take a Subject 
into Custody

On March 22, 2023, at 
approximately 3:30 pm, the 
Chippewa County Sheriff’s 
Office requested assistance 
from the Rusk County Sher-
iff’s Office with trying to 
make contact, and take into 
custody, a male subject for a 
mental health commitment.

Around 3:30 pm, Rusk 
County Deputies made con-
tact with the subject at a 
residence on Broken Arrow 
Road in Rusk County.

While trying to take the 
subject into custody, an inci-
dent occurred that caused one 
of the deputies to fall from an 
elevated position, hitting his 
head and knocking him un-

conscious. He was transport-
ed by helicopter to a hospital 
in Eau Claire. 

The subject was taken into 
custody and transported to 
the Rusk County Jail and 
later turned over to the Chip-
pewa County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

Ladysmith Police De-
partment, Wisconsin State 
Patrol, Rusk County Ambu-
lance, Sheldon Fire Depart-
ment and Life Link III Heli-
copter all assisted with the 
incident.

According to Sheriff Wal-
lace, the deputy was released 
later that night and returned 
safely home.
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Sports

Jax Effertz signed a letter of intent to play basketball for Rockford University next fall. Congratulations and 
good luck Jax. Pictured are from left stepmom Jennifer, dad Jake, sisters Addison and Haven, brother Alex and 
mom Heather.

Track Team Opens at 
River Falls Indoor Meet

The Cumberland Track 
Team opened up their 2023 
spring season by heading 
to River Falls last Friday 
night, where they partici-
pated in the UWRF Indoor 
Meet. The team continues 
their early season action by 
participating in another In-
door Meet at the University 
of Minnesota this Friday, 
beginning at 4:00 pm.

A large contingent of 
teams joined the Cumber-
land squad for the early 
season opener. Cumber-
land had several fine per-
formances, headed by a 
second-place finish by Jun-
ior Andie Otto in the long 
jump, where her leap of 15-
04 took the runner-up spot 
behind Webster’s talented 
Ava Washburn, who took 
first with a jump of 17-07.

Otto’s excellent opener 
also included a third in 
the 60 Meter Hurdles with 
a time of 10.51. Megan 
Liebers of Farmington, 
Minnesota, won the event 
with a time of 10.07.

Another fine opening 
night came from Beaver’s 
Sophomore Gavin Gores, 
who finished fourth in the 
high jump with a leap of 
6-00 and ran on the 4x400 
Meter Relay Team, which 
finished third. Webster’s 

Dominick Ricci won the 
high jump with a leap of 
6-02, while Gores and his 
teammates, Jacob Shradle, 
Josh Jain, and Nick Kasper, 
were 12 seconds behind 
Webster’s winning relay 
team. Gores busy evening 
also included a 14th place 
finish in the 200 Meter dash.

Cumberland sprinter Ed-
ward Chafer took seventh in 
the 400 with a run of 56.00 
and eighth in the 200 with 
a 24.70, while Josh Swint 
took fifth in a six-man field 
in the 3200 with a time of 
12.38. The Beaver’s Ben 
Kasper added an eighth in 
the 60 Meter Hurdles with a 
time of 10.86, while brother 
Nick Kasper was eighth in 
the long jump by going 18-
02. Finally, Junior Ryker 
Allen threw the shot 39-01 
to finish 10th in the field.

For the girl’s, Teagan 
Monson was eighth in the 
shot with a throw of 29-01, 
Carly McCreary took 16th 
in the 1600, by running 
6:33, and Alexis Whitthoft 
tied for ninth in the High 
Jump with a bound of 4-02.

“It was a good start to 
our season and we’re look-
ing to improve as we head 
to Minnesota this week,” 
said Head Coach Ryan 
O’Connell.

As Softball opens up 
their season with games in 
Mauston this Friday, one 
only needs to look back 32 
years to the sports inaugu-
ral season as a Cumberland 
sponsored WIAA sport, 
which began in the spring 
of 1991.

Max Beiersdorff served 
as the sports first Head 
Coach as the team opened 
practice in March with a 12-
game schedule. Beiersdorff 
would say of the upcoming 
season, “It will be a learn-
ing experience, but we did 
play two games against the 
Spooner JV last spring as 
part of an intramural pro-
gram, which should help us 
a little.”

After some early rainouts 
and a couple tough losses, 
Cumberland nabbed their 
first win in school history by 
defeating the Barron Bears 

17-9. Sixteen base on balls 
helped the Cumberland of-
fense, which was led by a 
three-hit night by Brenda 
Kastner and two more from 
Hope Johnson. Dana Brown 
took Cumberland’s first 
pitching victory.

Cumberland followed 
that up with a 7-2 win over 
Chetek, thanks to a four-
hit pitching performance 
by Heather Warner and a 
strong defensive effort by 
catcher Staci Johnson.

The team would end 
their first season with a fi-
nal record of 4 and 8. Car-
rie Warner was named to 
the All-Conference team, 
the first player to receive 
such an honor. She was also 
named the team’s MVP. 
Cumberland had added a 
sport which would continue 
to grow in popularity and 
numbers ever since.

High  School Softball 
Began with 1991 Season

The Cumberland Golf 
Team, under new Head 
Coach Nick Johnson, 
opened up practice for the 
2023 season on Monday, 
hoping that better weather 
comes quickly, before the 
first schedule match against 
St. Croix Falls on April 11.

Seven golfers joined 
Johnson, headed by Senior 
Leighton Stouffer, who has 
qualified for Sectional play 
as an underclassman. An-

other senior golfer, Dylan 
Capra, along with Junior 
Alex Effertz and Sopho-
more Harrison Ruppel, 
bring varsity experience to 
this year’s team.

The rest of the roster is 
made up of Derek Gideo, 
Brody Chartraw, and Shae 
Longtine. Northwestern and 
Hayward look to be HON 
favorites heading into the 
season.

Golf Team Opens Practice; 
Hopes for Better Weather

Sports Calendar
Friday, March 31

Softball @ Woodside Complex, Mauston  2:00
Track @ U of M Fieldhouse 4:00

Saturday, April 1
Softball @ Woodside Complex, Mauston TBD

Tuesday, April 4
Track @ Spooner 4:00
JV Golf @ Chetek 4:00
Baseball @ Amery 4:30

Softball home vs Unity 5:00
Girls Soccer home vs E.C. North 5:00

Cancelations and rescheduled 
events are expected.

Waiting To Hit The Field!

Signing To Play College Ball!

Indoor Meet!

The girls are in good hands with lots of returners to this springs team. Pictured back row left to right are Lexi 
Peterson, Morgan Monchilovich, Camille Bohn, Madeline Monchilovich, Kylah Gosda and Orion Thompson. 
Front row left to right are Macy Beecroft, Madison Graf, Alora Garibaldi and Ivy Sweeny. Good luck girls!

Cumberland runners got a chance to run indoors last Friday at River Falls. Cumberland runners  Josie Capra, 
Alexis Witthoft and Courtney Lussier head down the track.
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Spare Time Monday Night Ladies 
Bowling League Standing

Hello friends,
This week I am writing to you about a weather 

event that I experienced with two, longtime friends 
Jeff Moll and Doug Cibulka while camping and ice 
fishing 2.8 miles from shore on Lake Superior near 
Ashland.

Every week before I go on my weekly trip, I watch 
the weather for the area that I am heading to and 
adjust to what I see, the weather event that we expe-
rienced was not forecasted.

Saturday, March 11th
High 32, low 22
Yesterday we arrived and my golden retrievers 

Ruby and Red are along. As usual we are staying in 
pop up Eskimo shacks, we sleep in cots and one of 
the life savers of this trip would be that we were all 
wearing rubber knee boots. We have one shack for 
sleeping and cooking, another for fishing and social-
izing and we traveled by using two snowmobiles.

Early this morning I turned on our radio and the 
weather report was that starting at 3:00 pm a storm 
would begin that would drop from 6-10 inches of snow 
and the winds would be from 25-35 mph.     Some-
thing that I noticed was that by noon all other fisher-
men left the ice. Something that I thought about was 
that the wind would be out of the northeast, which 
meant blowing from open water, meaning lake affect 
snow.

At 3:00 the storm began, and it was forecast to 
last for 36 hours and it started with a vengeance that 
immediately caused massive snow drifts on the top 
end of our camp, which sunk the ice due to the holes 
we had drilled for fishing and the snow weight.

A constant job was shoveling out our tip ups as 
they would be covered with 3-feet of snow in a matter 
of 30 minutes. By dark we made an agreement and 
we did not want to do it, no one leaves the shack, vis-
ibility was near zero and the chance of finding a lost 
person was about the same odds.

Sunday, March 12th
High 27, low 22

The wind is almost unreal, it has been bumped 
up to a constant 30-40 mph. During the day today 
each of us tried maintaining our tip ups and it was 
physically exhausting due to the shoveling and trying 
to walk in knee to butt deep snow. Our camp/shacks 
have 8-inches of water on top of the ice, the dogs 
have to stay on top of the cots, if they get off, they get 
our beds wet when they get back on them.

We are jigging for perch and smelt and catching 
them, when we go outside the shack, we are soaked 
to the bone within a minute due to the driving snow 
reaching every part of your body.

The half-acre around our camp is just shy of knee 
deep in slush, so walking is now hitting a physical 
experience that is testing each one of us.

The storm was forecast to hit its peak at 3:00 pm 
which was 24 hours after it started.  The wind was 
blowing so hard that within 30 minutes of shoveling 
out our shack door the snow was 3 feet deep.

Monday, March 13th
High 36, low 24
The storm quit late in the night.  Today we would 

attempt to break camp and go home. Both of our 
snow machines are nonfunctional as they are 100 
percent full of snow in literally every place. Jeff Moll 
would be the mechanic; Doug Cibulka would be the 
camp breaker and I would haul all gear to a stag-
ing area 40-yards from camp. This had to be done 
because the snow machines would literally sink in 
the slush.

All three of us were literally done in, not a one of 
us complained and knew we were going through a 
once in a lifetime experience.

Each of us performed our task and three round 
trips later were loading trucks and heading home.

We caught 3 splake on tip ups while breaking 
camp.

Sunset 

The Storm!

The end of a memorable adventure for Red, Jeff Moll, and Doug Cibulka.

Up And Over!

The Cumberland track 
team has begun practice for 
the 2003 season. 
Back to lead the squads 

are veteran coaches Keith 
Johnson, Nancy Scharhag 
and Bill Phillips. The three 
are preparing the team for 
an April 10 meet opening at 
the UW-River Falls facility.
Girls:
Coach Nancy Scharhag 

greeted nine letter win-
ners off last years squad. 
Back for another year are 
Section qualifiers Joelle 
Momchilovich and Nik-
ki Blaser in the weights. 
Momchilovich is the HON 
defending champion in the 
discus.
Neeley Welch and Katie 

Sorenson were success-
ful in the sprint events, 
while Kachmir Kasper, Ka-
tie Leitheiser and Tinille 
Lehmann all had varying 
degrees of success in the 

distance races. 
Scharhag also likes what 

she sees from competi-
tors such as Ami Erickson, 
Shayna Nickell and Ashley 
Schullo.
Boys:
The boys team graduated 

nine seniors off last years 
team, but 23 faces greeted 
Coach Keith Johnson for 
the opening day of drills.
There are two four year 

competitors that will lead 
the team this year. Back for 
their senior season are Ryan 
Wittek and Martin Ortiz-
Tapia.
“Kannen Odden, Kevin 

Girard and Jesse Renstrom 
should aid the team with 
their leadership qualities,” 
said Coach Johnson.
“We are also looking for 

some points from  transfer 
student Billy Jones,” said 
Johnson.

Sports Look Back, 
April 2, 2003

Cumberland hosted the 
third of four baseball clin-
ics for boys 5th-8th grade 
this past Sunday.  Approxi-
mately 40 kids from St. 
Croix Falls, Barron, Cam-
eron, Spooner, Rice Lake 
and Cumberland attended, 
receiving instruction from 
Cumberland Head Coach 
Joe Waite, Assistants John 
Anderson and John Peter-
son, Cameron Head Coach 
Tom Daniels, Barron As-
sistant Coach Trent Nelson, 

and St. Croix Falls Head 
Coach Matt Vold.

“We are working together 
to try and grow our sport 
in our Conference and the 
kids have made big strides 
in the past three weeks,” 
said Waite. The final Clinic 
will be held next Sunday in 
Cameron, with an empha-
sis on pitching and hitting. 
Anyone interested in still 
attending should contact 
Waite.

Heart O’North Holds 
Middle School Baseball 
Clinic

Week 26– Monday 03/20/2023
Team Standings
Bowlin Buddies - 79
LakePlace.com Brothers-66
Austad’s Super Valu - 56 ½ 
Clear Lake Self Storage-55 ½ 
4 Chops  - 52
Becker’s Trucking - 42
Wrecking Balls - 41
Northwoods Septic - 40
5 High Scratch Games
Heidi VanHeuklom - 201

Judy Ullom - 181
Deanne Moravitz - 179
Brenda Levine - 171
Jeannie Glasscock - 169
5 High Scratch Series
Judy Ullom - 529
Heidi VanHeuklom - 527
Brenda Levine - 482
Deanne Moravitz  - 474
Jeannie Glasscock - 464

Gavin Gores had a good jump clearing 6 feet and claiming 4th place in the high jump at River Falls.

Josh Jain builds up speed prior to his vault last friday  at River Falls.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST

CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151

WHITE
ELECTRIC, INC.

-Wiring
-Trenching

-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.

Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147

715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 

AGENCY, LLC 

Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED

 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Service 
Directory 

Ads appear 
weekly in 

the 
Cumberland 

Advocate  
To place your 

Service 
Directory Ad 

Call: 
715-822-4469 

J.J.S. AUTO 

BODY CLINIC
COMPLETE CAR & 

TRUCK REPAIR

• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES

• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement

M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue

Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 

Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks

PROMPT • RELIABLE

Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland

651-261-3543

651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com

      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal
• Home Repairs 
    & Maintenance

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT Northland Insurance Services, Inc.

Risk Auto Insurance Specialists
SR22 FILINGS • TOO MANY TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

5 W NEWTON ST  715-234-3427  RICE LAKE

Electro Rooting 

& Hydro Jetting 

From small 

drains to large 

sewers...No Job 

too Big or Small!

So give me a call!

715-419-0233

Service in 
Cumberland

24 Hour Emergency 
Services

Free Estimates
www.northlandprohvac.com

715-580-0741

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Friday 1-3 pm
1270 1st Ave.  
Cumberland

Bring your own containers. 
Arrive no earlier than 12:30 pm.

At any time health 
conditions in the area are 
not safe for our families 
and our volunteers, we 
will return to pre-packed 
food boxes. 

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

or call 715-822-2004
or 715-822-3767

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena

268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery

246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1110 7th Ave.• Cumberland

www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake

www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake

amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING
HOSPITALS &

MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

S E N I O R  D I N I N G
Thursday, March 30

Meaty lasagna, spinach, blueberry & walnut salad, 
dinner roll, lemon dessert.

Friday, March 31
Tuna noodle and pea casserole, buttered beets, 

assorted bread, chilled pears.
Monday, April 3

Cheesy tator tot casserole w/mixed vegetables, 
assorted bread, baked apples.

Tuesday, April 4
Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes w/gravy, stewed 

tomatoes, assorted bread, frosted cake.
Wednesday, April 5 

Chili baked potato w/beef, beans, onions, cheese, diced 
tomatoes, sour cream, dinner roll, pineapple chunks.

Lunch is served at 11:30 am and includes milk and/or coffee. Suggested 
contribution is $5.00 per meal for anyone 60 years or older and $10.00 
full cost for those under 60. Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of 

time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center at 715-822-8794. 
(No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar days on the 

1st an 3rd Tuesday of the month served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) 
The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St. 

Guess what – I called 
Suzy Lehmann to see if 
she had any news for us 
this week and, after much 
stalling, she admitted that 
she and Hippy did have 
time for one game of crib-
bage at SAL’s on 63 this 
past week, and he did 
win.  Hmmm.  When she 
skunked him she certainly 
remembered to call and let 
me know about that.  From 
now on I will have to call 
them both – I’m sure that 
week’s winner will be 
happy to brag a little bit.

Duane and I have been 
away from home for the 
past week, so I know 
nothing about what’s hap-
pening in Barronett – ex-
cept for the fact that our 
Wednesday evening Lent-
en suppers and services 
are finished for another 
year.  Can you believe that 
Easter is almost here.  I 
wonder if there will be 
any green grass showing 
by Easter.  Probably not, 
but the crocuses will prob-
ably be blooming under 
the snow.

The reason we were not 
at home is that we were in 
Florida with Tina Ander-
son helping her get ready 
to move back home.  She, 
and her Chihuahua, Pea-
nut, are finally back home 
again.  She will be staying 
with us until she finds a 
place to rent in the area, 
and we are very happy to 
have her (and, of course, 
Peanut) visiting.  We 
should probably get busy 
and get the Shaw house 
finished so she could rent 
that, but we just haven’t 
gotten around to it.  

Do you remember the 
student councilor at Cum-
berland High School in the 
80’s – Mr. Hile?  He had a 

round piece of cardboard 
taped to his wall with the 
letters “TUIT” printed 
on it.  I asked him what 
that meant, and he said 
that so many kids told 
him that they “didn’t get 
around to it,” when he 
asked if they had finished 
something so he made 
up a bunch of these but-
tons and gave them out 
to students who said that 
and told them that now 
they had “a round to it” so 
they had no more excuse 
for not getting projects 
done.  I thought that was a 
great idea.  I don’t think it 
will work with Duane and 
me for the Shaw house 
though.

We stopped by Jim Co-
pus and Donna’s house 
in Punta Gorda while we 
were in Florida.  They are 
always busy – cleaning up 
from the latest storm and 
remodeling a house.  We 
had a nice visit, went out 
to lunch, and then went 
to Tina’s house in Inver-
ness.  We thought we 
were going to be helping 
her pack, but when we 
got there, she had almost 
everything in totes and 
each tote marked so she 
would know which room 
they belong in when she 
moved into her new place. 
I was impressed.

Tina rented a 20-foot 
U-Haul truck for the 
move.  The temperature 
was almost 90 degrees 
on Saturday while we 
were loading it.  Tina 
had two people who said 
they would help load 
but, naturally, something 
else came up and neither 
could.  However, Tina’s 
son, Alex, came by and he 
worked for hours in that 
heat carrying stuff out to 

the truck and stacking it.  
Duane and I helped some, 
but we would never have 
gotten it done without 
Alex’s help.   

It was so nice to be in 
Florida for a few days – 
we could sit outside and 
drink coffee in the morn-
ing, but I’m so glad to be 
home.  The whole south-
ern part of Florida is like 
one big city.  There are 
zillions of cars on all the 
roads and it seems that 
all the drivers think that 
the 70-mile an hour speed 
limit is for school zones.  
One day while Duane was 
driving on the freeway, 
going at least the speed 
limit, someone passed 
him on the shoulder of 
the road.  Whew – we 
didn’t see that coming.  

Surprisingly we didn’t 
see many accidents, but 
there were a few, plus a 
few vehicle breakdowns 
and they cause unbeliev-
able back-ups.  We sat for 
at least an hour three dif-
ferent times, moving at 
about five miles an hour, 
while vehicles were being 
towed off the highway.   I 
will try to remember to 
be a little more patient 
when we have rush-hour 
traffic in Barronett dur-
ing the summer on Friday 
evenings and Sunday af-
ternoons.

 I’m pretty sure I have 
bored you long enough 
with the details of our 
trip.  I hope you have a 
wonderful week.  Re-
member, this Sunday if 
Palm Sunday and service 
at Barronett Lutheran is 
9:00 a.m.  Hope to see 
you there.  

April is Sexual As-
sault Awareness Month 
(SAAM) — a time to draw 
attention to the prevalence 
of sexual assault and edu-
cate communities about 
how to prevent future 
harm. This year’s theme 
is “Drawing Connections: 
Prevention Demands Eq-
uity”, a call to all individ-
uals, communities, organi-
zations, and institutions to 
change ourselves and the 
systems surrounding us 
to build racial equity and 
respect.

Six percent of the popu-
lation residing within the 
Embrace four county ser-
vice area identify as his-
torically excluded popu-
lations. Although this 
number may seem small, 
Embrace’s 2021 service 
data shows that 25 per-
cent of survivors who ac-
cessed services identified 
as Black, Indigenous, and 
People of Color (BIPOC) 
or LGBTQ+. Systems of 
oppression such as racism, 
sexism, classism, hetero-
sexism, and homophobia 
contribute to higher rates 
of violence. 

Communities cannot 
end domestic or sexual 
violence without address-
ing the violence these 
historically excluded 
populations experience. 
Without acknowledging 
and addressing the op-
pression and violence the 
most marginalized survi-
vors experience communi-
ties will remain unsafe for 
everyone

As part of this year’s 
SAAM, building connec-
tions with local businesses 
and community members 

Embrace Recognizes Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month

is key to ending violence 
and creating a safe space 
for everyone to thrive. 
Some local establishments 
are taking a stand against 
sexual violence by par-
ticipating in the Cheers 
to Consent Coaster Cam-
paign. During the month 
of April The Bar in Rice 
Lake will use Embrace’s 
custom-made coasters 
featuring messages to end 
victim blaming and con-
nect survivors to support. 
In addition, Embrace will 
have educational SAAM 
displays at NorthLakes 
Community Clinic in Tur-
tle Lake and Northwood 
Technical College in Rice 
Lake to help raise aware-
ness.

Embrace has several 
community events planned 
for the month of April. 
The first event of SAAM, 
Wear Teal Day, takes place 
Tuesday, April 4, when 
everyone can visibly show 
their support for survivors 
by wearing teal, the color 
of sexual violence preven-
tion. 

April 5th also marks the 
opening day of the second 
annual “What Were you 
Wearing?” Survivor Art 
Exhibit at the University 
Wisconsin Eau-Claire – 
Barron County Fine Arts 
Gallery. This self-guided 
exhibit features stories 
and visual depictions of 
what survivors were wear-
ing when they were sexu-
ally assaulted; a simple 
yet powerful message for 
our community that cloth-
ing does not equal con-
sent. Everyone is invited 
to experience the exhibit 
April 5 - 27, 2023. 

You can also help pro-
mote the message that 
clothing is not consent 
by wearing denim on 
Wednesday, April 26, 
2023. Share your solidar-
ity with survivors by post-
ing a photo of your outfit 
on social media, don’t for-
get to tag Embrace in your 
post and use the hashtag 
#DenimDay.

To learn more about 
these events and how you 
can help end sexual vio-
lence, follow Embrace on 
Facebook and Instagram. 

If you or someone you 
know is experiencing in-
timate partner violence or 
sexual assault, you are not 
alone. It is not your fault. 
Embrace is here to help. 
Contact Embrace for free, 
confidential advocacy and 
support at 1.800.924.0556 
or text at 715.532.6976.

Embrace Services, Inc.: 
Embrace is the leading 
voice and comprehensive 
advocacy services pro-
vider for survivors of do-
mestic and sexual violence 
in the four-county service 
area of Northwestern Wis-
consin. At Embrace, we 
provide unwavering sup-
port to survivors. Through 
education and awareness, 
we engage our communi-
ties and create multi-dis-
ciplinary partnerships to 
increase safety and equity 
advancing our mission of 
ending gender-based vio-
lence. We strive to create a 
courageous social change 
that will end all forms of 
oppression in our commu-
nities. Everyone deserves 
healthy communities and 
the support to thrive.
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    Attend 
the Church

of your 
choice this 
weekend

DIRECTORY

Church Directory
AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Kenneth Konesky
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (715) 719-0283 
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8 & 
10:30 am, with fellowship fol-
lowing. Sunday School 9:15 am 
Communion 1st and 3rd weeks 
of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Mike Brubaker
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 9:00 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Thursday 6:30 pm 
Church Service. Online ser-
vices and calendar of events 
available at www.northernlake-

schurch.com
SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Tommy Thompson
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Virgil Amundson, Pastor
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 
Family Worship: 10 a.m.; K. F. C. 
10 a.m.; U-Turn Student Minis-
tries: Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane House
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Sundays 8:30 
am; Holy communion first and 
third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

THRIVENT FINANCIAL
Chris Janssen

Financial Associate 
1335 Elm St., Cumberland, WI.
715-822-4388 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake

www.edinarealty.com 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

“Holy Week”
by Pastor Todd Ahneman
Barronett Lutheran Church 

In churches across the world, we see preparations 
for Holy Week, a special time for the church. It be-
gins with Palm Sunday, the day that marks for us 
the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem for the Passover 
festival. Passover time is also known as the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and it was a major celebration 
for the Jews of Jesus’ day.

 The eight-day Passover festival was a thanksgiv-
ing to God, and it drew people from all areas of Is-
rael, as well as from foreign lands. And as was the 
custom at Passover time, they would sing hymns of 
thanksgiving to God, like Psalm 103 which speaks 
of the kindness of God, and 118 where the people 
sing ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name 
of the LORD.’ There, they saw Jesus coming as the 
Prince of Peace, on a donkey. The people laid their coats 
in front of Jesus, and palm branches, much like the cel-
ebration given to kings in the past.

 That week, Jesus taught the disciples many lessons 
through parables. On Thursday evening, Jesus shared 
the bread and wine of the Last Supper, the model for our 
present communion practices. Paul described it in these 
words: ‘For as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.’ (1 
Corinthians 11:26)

 On Friday, we feel sorrow at his death upon the cross, 
but again rejoice when we discover the presence and 
power of God in the resurrection on Easter morning.

 Jesus held true to God’s purpose.  Through his trust-
worthiness, Jesus became the way to reconciling man 
with God, the way to everlasting life. By our baptisms 
were welcomed to the family of Christ. In communion 
we remember Christ’s death that we might know his 
love and live each day as cherished children of God 
forever.

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life.”      John 3:16

 

Gene J. Larson
Gene Jacob Larson, age 

66 of Cumberland, passed 
away Sunday, March 26, 
2023 at Sacred Heart Hos-
pital in Eau Claire.

Gene was born Febru-
ary 6, 1957 to Gerald Sr. 
and Vera (Anderson) Lar-
son.  He kept busy with 
all his siblings as a child.  
He graduated high school.  
On September 26, 2009, 
he married Janelle Erick-
son in Cumberland.  Gene 
worked many years for 
Antoine Olson and Ron 
and Trish Olson milking 
cows.  

Gene was known for be-

ing a handyman for many 
different people.  Many 
could count on Gene if 
they needed something 
fixed or worked on.  He 
was a strong, caring, com-
passionate man who loved 
his family very much.  His 
boys were his whole life.

Gene is survived by his 
wife, Janelle of Cumber-
land; his 3 boys, Drew 
Rhin, Nic and Tyler Lar-
son, all of Cumberland; 
brothers, Dan (Chris) Lar-
son of Wakonda, SD, Paul 
(Diana) Larson, Joe (Lin-
da) Larson, both of Cum-
berland, Jim Larson, Ger-
ald Jr (Sue) Larson, both 
of Rice Lake; sisters, Judy 
(Fred) Boettcher of Rice 
Lake, Sandie (Earl) Merry 
of Cumberland and Lois 
Vance Benson of Alaska; 
as well as many nieces and 
nephews.

Gene was preceded in 
death by his parents and 
father-in-law, Roger Er-
ickson.

A celebration of life 
will be held at a later date 

Eugene “Gene” R.
Griffin

Eugene “Gene” Roy Grif-
fin� ��� oI 6KHll /aNH� :, 
went to be with the Lord on 
Sunday, March 26, 2023 at 
Our House Memory Care in 
Rice Lake.

He was born February 7, 
1938 in Manito, IL. 

Gene loved spending time 
with his family, and he kept 
them in a close embrace. He 
enjoyed going for rides and 
always had to have a Dairy 
Queen chocolate cone on the 
way. He was a tender-heart-
ed soul and will be greatly 
missed. 

Survived by his wife, 
Amy; son, Steve (Julie); 
daughter, Candace (Steve); 
granddaughter, Rachel; sis-
ter, Evelyn; brothers, Harold 

to be determined.
Arrangements are be-

ing handled by Rausch 
and Steel Funeral Home 
in Barron.  Online con-
dolences can be made at 
www.rauschandsteelfu-
neralhome.com.  

(Louise), Gary (Judy), Russ, 
Terry (Jan), and brother-in-
law, George. 

Gene is preceded in death 
by his precious Mom, Aggie; 
three brothers, Larry, Jim and 
Carl; sister, Linda; sister-in-
law, Mary.

A private interment was 
held. 

Passport Program at Libraries 
in Northwest WI

Did you know that the 
oldest Dairy Queen in Wis-
consin can be found in Lake 
Nebagamon? Or that Sayner 
is the birthplace of the 
snowmobile? Northern 
Wisconsin is full of his-
tory, culture, and natu-
ral splendor – and this 
spring and summer, you 
can discover it all – with 
help from your local li-
brary!

Launching in late April, 
the Library Passport Pro-
gram from the Northern 
Waters Library Network 
invites you to stop in at 
any Northern Waters li-
brary and pick up a pass-
port. Make sure to bring 
your passport with you 
as you travel throughout 
northern Wisconsin this 
spring and summer and 
get a stamp at each library 
you visit. Collect 10 dif-
ferent stamps and you’ll 
be given an entry form to 
submit for a prize draw-
ing! You could win gas 

cards, Wisconsin-themed 
travel books, road trip 
supplies, and much more!

The passports will 
contain a variety of “fun 
facts” about each library 
in the Northern Waters 
Library Network, includ-
ing library and communi-
ty attractions. So, if you 
visit the Sherman & Ruth 
Weiss Community Library 
in Hayward, make sure to 
check out the library’s half-
mile Nature Trail with a 
StoryWalk® and a four-
season audio guide. And 
make sure to stop by 
Shell Lake Public Li-
brary on a Friday – that’s 
when they have popcorn!

Passports will be avail-
able to pick up at any 
Northern Waters library 
in late April. To find a 
Northern Waters library 
near you, go to the web-
site: https://northernwaters.
orJ�SassSort or find morH 
information at your closest 
library shelllakelibrary.org.
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 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(INFORMAL 

ADMINISTRATION)
   CASE NO. 2023 PR 21 
In the Matter of the Estate 
of Milan Brecka, Case No. 
2023 PR 21.
 An application for informal 
administration was filed. 
The decedent, with date 
of birth October 29, 1938 
and date of death January 
3, 2023 was domiciled in 
Barron  County, State of 
Wisconsin, with a mailing  
address of 2149 11th St., 
Cumberland, WI 54829.
    All interested persons 
waived notice.
 The deadline for filing 
a claim against the dece-
dent’s estate is June 13, 
2023.
	 A	 claim	may	 be	 filed	 at	
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 State Hwy. 25 
North, Barron, Wisconsin, 
Room 2700.
     /S/ Deanne E. Alsbury 

Registrar in Probate
February 28, 2023

Todd Brecka
226-135th Ave
Turtle Lake, WI  54889

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 15, 22, 29, 

2023.  WNAXLP

THANKS FOR READING
 THE ADVOCATE

NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION
APRIL 4, 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the several towns, villages, wards, 
and election districts of the State of Wisconsin, on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, the following questions 
will be submitted to a vote of the people pursuant to law:

2023 ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 2
To amend section 8 (2) of article I of the constitution; relating to: conditions for release prior to 

conviction, including the imposition of bail (second consideration). 
Whereas, the 2021 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to the con-

stitution in 2021 Assembly Joint Resolution 107, which became 2021 Enrolled Joint Resolution 6, 
and agreed to it by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, which proposed 
amendment reads as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 8 (2) of article I of the constitution is amended to read: 

[ Article I] Section 8 (2) All persons, before conviction, shall be eligible for release under reason-
able conditions designed to assure their appearance in court, protect members of the community 
from serious bodily harm as defined by the legislature by law, or prevent the intimidation of wit-
nesses. Monetary conditions of release may be imposed at or after the initial appearance only upon a 
finding that there is a reasonable basis to believe that the conditions are necessary to assure appear-
ance in court, or if the person is accused of a violent crime as defined by the legislature by law, only 
upon a finding that there is a reasonable basis to believe that the conditions are necessary based on 
the totality of the circumstances, taking into account whether the accused has a previous conviction 
for a violent crime as defined by the legislature by law, the probability that the accused will fail to 
appear in court, the need to protect members of the community from serious harm as defined by the 
legislature by law, the need to prevent the intimidation of witnesses. and the potential affirmative 
defenses of the accused. The legislature may authorize, by law, courts to revoke a person's release 
for a violation of a condition of release.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the foregoing pro-
posed amendment to the constitution is agreed to by the 2023 legislature; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution be submitted to a vote of 
the people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday of April, 2023; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed amendment to the 
constitution be stated on the ballot as follows: 
 QUESTION 1: "Conditions of release before conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of article 
I of the constitution be amended to allow a court to impose on an accused person being released 
before conviction conditions that are designed to protect the community from serious harm?" 

 QUESTION 2: "Cash bail before conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of article I of the consti-
tution be amended to allow a court to impose cash bail on a person accused of a violent crime based 
on the totality of the circumstances, including the accused's previous convictions for a violent crime, 
the probability that the accused will fail to appear, the need to protect the community from serious 
harm and prevent witness intimidation, and potential affinitive defenses?"

EXPLANATION
1. Explanatory statement regarding Question 1: 

Under the current Wisconsin Constitution, courts may impose reasonable conditions on the re-
lease of a criminal defendant before trial for three purposes: (1) to secure the defendant’s appearance 
in court; (2) to protect the community from “serious bodily harm;” and (3) to prevent intimidation 
of witnesses. Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2). 

Question 1 would change the language of the second factor from “serious bodily harm” to “seri-
ous harm as defined by the legislature by law.” The question would thus change the type of harm to 
the community that a court could seek to protect against. Because the term “serious harm” would 
be defined by the legislature by law, what it means could evolve over time depending on legislative 
enactments. 

A “yes” vote on Question 1 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to allow a circuit court 
to impose release conditions based on the purpose of avoiding “serious harm as defined by the leg-
islature” rather than “serious bodily harm.” 

A “no” vote on Question 1 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to change the term 
“serious bodily harm” as a factor for determining the conditions of a defendant’s pretrial release. 
2. Explanatory statement regarding Question 2: 

Question 2 would also change the language of Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2), but in a different way 
from Question 1. Question 2 addresses the circuit court’s ability to impose the specific condition of 
monetary bail. 

Currently, the Wisconsin Constitution allows a court to impose a monetary bail requirement only 
if the court finds a reasonable basis to believe that bail is necessary in order to secure the defendant’s 
appearance in court. Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2).

Question 2 would expand the factors a circuit court may consider in imposing monetary bail. In 
cases where a defendant is accused of a “violent crime as defined by the legislature by law,” Ques-
tion 2 would allow a court to impose monetary bail based on circumstances in addition to securing 
the defendant’s appearance in court, including accounting for a previous conviction for a violent 
crime, the need to protect the community from serious harm, preventing witness intimidation, and 
potential affirmative defenses the defendant might assert.

A “yes” vote on Question 2 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) in cases where the de-
fendant is accused of a violent crime to allow a court to utilize monetary bail for additional reasons 
in addition to securing the defendant’s appearance in court, including accounting for a previous 
conviction for a violent crime, the need to protect the community from serious harm, preventing 
witness intimidation, and accounting for the defendant’s affirmative defenses. Because the term 
“violent crime” would be defined by the legislature by law, what it means could evolve over time 
depending on legislative enactments. 

A “no” vote on Question 2 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to expand the factors 
a court considers in imposing monetary bail. 

2023 ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
Relating to: providing for an advisory referendum on the question of requiring able-bodied, child-
less adults to look for work in order to receive taxpayer-funded welfare benefits. 

Resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the following question be submitted, 
for advisory purposes only, to the voters of this state at the spring election to be held in April 2023: 

"Shall able-bodied, childless adults be required to look for work in order to receive taxpayer-
funded welfare benefits?"

EXPLANATION
Explanatory statement regarding Question 3, the advisory question: 

This is an advisory referendum and would not change Wisconsin law. Wisconsin and federal 
law currently define various programs available to those with financial need based on criteria such 
as age, familial status, and disability, among other criteria. 0ost of those programs are limited to 
children, families with children, pregnant women, disabled persons, or those �� or older, who :is-
consin law does not consider “able-bodied” for public assistance purposes. 6ee, e.g., :is. 6tat. � 
��.���1��am� �defining age limits for “able-bodied” under food stamp program�. 

Two programs currently available to “able-bodied, childless adults” are :isconsin’s Badger&are 
3lus medical assistance program and the )ood6hare program, also known as 61A3 or food stamps. 
+owever, those programs are subMect to certain federal requirements and restrictions that either 
would be inconsistent with the requirement about which the referendum asks or, in some cases, 
already include such a requirement. 

Badger&are 3lus’s medical assistance program is subMect to federal 0edicaid restrictions, and 
federal law does not allow for work-based requirements for such programs absent a federal waiver. 
6ee �2 8.6.&. � 13��a�a��10��A�. &urrently, there is no federal waiver in force that would allow 
:isconsin to impose work requirements on this program. :isconsin’s )ood6hare statute contains 
requirements that able-bodied, childless adults be employed or participate in an employment and 
training program, see :is. 6tat. � ��.�����, but that requirement has been suspended by the federal 
government in response to the &29,'-1� pandemic. 

A “yes” vote on Question 3, the advisory referendum, would make no change to :isconsin law. 
A “no” vote on Question 3, the advisory referendum, also would make no change to :isconsin 

law.
      '21( in the &ounty of Barron, 

This 2�th day of 0arch, 2023.
Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023.  WNAXLP

NOTICE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Board of Super-
visors for the Town of Maple 
Plain will hold its monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, April 6, 
2023 at 7:00 pm at the Town 
Hall, located at 393 26th     
Avenue. The hall is acces-
sible to all persons.
The agenda will be posted 
no later than 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting and 
on the Town’s website: www.
townofmapleplainwi.gov

Danielle Maxwell-Parker

Clerk

Town of Maple Plain
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 29, 2023. 

WNAXLP

Notice of Spring Election and Sample Ballot
April 4, 2023

Office of the Barron County Clerk
To the voters of Barron County:
Notice is hereby given of a spring election to be held in Barron County on April 4, 2023 at which 
the officers named below shall be nominated. The names of the candidates for each office, whose 
nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are given under the title of the office, each 
in its proper column, together with the questions submitted to a vote, for a referendum in the sample 
ballot below.
Information to Voters
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:

• state their name and address
• show an acceptable form of photo identification*
• sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain a free photo ID 
for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  
**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write the 
word “exempt.”

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving their 
residence if the voter provides proof of residence. 

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballot.  
Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and cast 

their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than specified here. Sample ballots or 
other materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken into the booth and copied. The 
sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or minor 
ward.  

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but the official 
may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice.
Assistance for Voting

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the presiding 
official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing, or understanding English, or 
that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected individual rendering assistance may 
not be the voter's employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organiza-
tion, which represents the voter.
Where Optical Scan Voting is Used

The voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the candidate of their choice for each office 
for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the 
voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in the space provided for a write-in vote 
and fill in the oval next to the write-in line. On referendum questions, the voter shall fill in the oval  
next to "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall fill in the oval next to "no" if opposed to 
the question. 

When using an Express Vote to mark an optical scan ballot, the voter shall touch the screen to 
select the name of the candidate of his or her choice for each office for which he or she intends to 
vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name 
of the person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote. On referendum questions, 
the voter shall touch the screen to select "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall touch the 
screen to select "no" if opposed to the question.
After Voting the Ballot

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the security sleeve, so the 
marks do not show. The voter may insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve or 
deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.
Spoiling Ballots

If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who shall issue 
another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one voter. If the bal-
lot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the voter shall return it 
to the election official who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.  

The following is a sample of the official ballot:
       Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023.   WNAXLP

Official Ballot
Nonpartisan Office and Referendum

April 4, 2023
Notice to voters: if you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by two (2) election inspectors. If you are voting
absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or deputy clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without initials (see end
of ballot for initials).

General Instructions

If you make a mistake on your ballot or
have a question, ask an election
inspector for help (absentee voters:
contact your municipal clerk).

To vote for a name on the ballot, fill in
the oval next to the name like this:

To vote for a name that is not on the
ballot, write the name on the line
marked “write-in” and fill in the oval
next to the name like this:

Typ:01 Seq:0020 Spl:01

Continue voting at top of next
column.

Continue voting at top of next
column.

Judicial

Justice of the Supreme Court
Vote for 1

Janet C. Protasiewicz

Daniel Kelly

write-in:

Municipal

Town Board Chairperson
Vote for 1

Tom Brown

write-in:

Town Board Supervisor 1
Vote for 1

Alvin Hecht

write-in:

Town Board Supervisor 2
Vote for 1

Kenneth R. Kolzow

write-in:

Town Clerk
Vote for 1

Holly Nyhus

write-in:

Municipal

Town Treasurer
Vote for 1

Francy Braun

write-in:

School District

Barron School District
School Board Member
City of Barron
Vote for 1

Kate Vruwink

write-in:

Barron School District
School Board Member
Hillsdale Area
Vote for 1

Chris Donica

write-in:

Barron School District
School Board Member
Ridgeland Area
Vote for 1

Megan Marion

write-in:

Referendum

To vote in favor of a question, fill in
the oval next to "Yes," like this:

To vote against a question, fill in
the oval next to "No," like this:

Referendum

Statewide

QUESTION 1: "Conditions of
release before conviction. Shall
section 8 (2) of article I of the
constitution be amended to allow a
court to impose on an accused
person being released before
conviction conditions that are
designed to protect the community
from serious harm?"

Yes

No

QUESTION 2: "Cash bail before
conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of
article I of the constitution be
amended to allow a court to impose
cash bail on a person accused of a
violent crime based on the totality
of the circumstances, including the
accused's previous convictions for
a violent crime, the probability that
the accused will fail to appear, the
need to protect the community from
serious harm and prevent witness
intimidation, and potential
affirmative defenses?"

Yes

No

QUESTION 3: "Shall able-bodied,
childless adults be required to look
for work in order to receive
taxpayer-funded welfare benefits?"

Yes

No

11

21

40

41

42

47

54

Official Ballot
Nonpartisan Office and

Referendum
April 4, 2023 

for

Barron County

Town of Cumberland
SD Barron

SA
MP

LE

PLEASE NOTE: The Justice of the Supreme Court contest and Statewide Referenda 
Question(s) will appear on all ballots. The following is a list of municipal and school contests: 

TOWN OF CRYSTAL LAKE
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Craig Nelson
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1
Vote for ONE
Dean Williams
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2
Vote for ONE
Michael Frisinger

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Tom Brown
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1 
Vote for ONE
Alvin Hecht
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2 
Vote for ONE
Kenneth R. Kolzow
TOWN CLERK 
Vote for ONE
Holly Nyhus
TOWN TREASURER 
Vote for ONE
Francy Braun

TOWN OF LAKELAND
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON 
Vote for ONE
Bill Metnik
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1
Vote for ONE
Jeneene Rydberg
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2 
Vote for ONE
Rick Schill
TOWN CONSTABLE 
Vote for not more than TWO
Greg Wiese
Eric Anderson

TOWN OF MAPLE PLAIN    
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Dale A. Heinecke 
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR
Vote for not more than TWO
Kally A. Wagner
Dennis Jenkins

CITY OF CUMBERLAND
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 1   
Vote for ONE
Steve Anderson
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 2   
Vote for ONE
Bill Lussier
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 3   
Vote for ONE
James Schullo
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 4   
Vote for ONE
Doris Laursen

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CUMBERLAND
Towns of Almena, Bear Lake, Clinton, Crystal Lake, 
Cumberland, Lakeland, Maple Plain, Stanfold & City 
of Cumberland in Barron County. Town of Johnstown 
& McKinley in Polk County. Town of Roosevelt in 
Burnett County.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 
Vote for ONE
Adam M. Skinner
Michael Furseth

NOTICE 

The Common Council of 
the City of Cumberland will 
meet on Wednesday, April 
5, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Cumberland City Hall, 950 
1st Ave., Cumberland, WI 
for a regular meeting. 

City Hall is accessible to 
all persons.  The agenda will 
be posted 24 hours before 
the meeting.  

Kim Rieper

Clerk-Treasurer

City of Cumberland
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 29, 2023 

WNAXLP
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    ADVOCATE

THANK  
YOU 
FOR

READING
THE

Non Emergency 
Phone Numbers:

Cumberland 
Police Dept. 

822-2754

Barron 
County 
Sheriff  

537-3106

Tipster Line
1-800 

532-9008

Polk County
Sheriff 

485-8300

911
Emergency

Legals Continued 
on Page 12

TOWN OF MCKINLEY • POLK COUNTY
NOTICE OF OPEN BOOK 

Pursuant to s.70.45, Wis. Stats., the assessment roll for 
the 2023 assessment year will be open for examination 
at the following time: Wednesday, April 5, 2023 from 3:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the McKinley Town Hall. 

TOWN OF MCKINLEY
NOTICE OF BOARD OF REVIEW

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Review 
for the Town of McKinley, Polk County, Wisconsin, shall 
hold its first meeting on Tuesday, April 25, 2023, from 3:30 
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. at the McKinley Town Hall, 2527 15th 
Street, Cumberland, Wisconsin.

Please be advised of the following requirements to ap-
pear before the board of review and procedural require-
ments if appearing before the board:

1. No person will be allowed to appear before the board 
of review, to testify to the board by telephone, or to contest 
the amount of any assessment of real or personal prop-
erty if the person has refused a reasonable written request 
by certified mail of the assessor to enter onto property to 
conduct an exterior view of such property being assessed.

2. After the first meeting of the board of review and 
before the board’s final adjournment, no person who is 
scheduled to appear before the board of review may con-
tact or provide information to a member of the board about 
the person’s objection, except at a session of the board. 
Open book shall occur no less than 7 days prior to the 
board of review.

3. The board of review may not hear an objection to the 
amount or valuation of property unless, at least 48 hours 
before the board’s first scheduled meeting, the objector 
provides to the board’s clerk written or oral notice of an 
intent to file an objection, except that upon a showing of 
good cause and the submission of a written objection, the 
board shall waive that requirement during the first 2 hours 
of the board’s first scheduled meeting, and the board may 
waive that requirement up to the end of the 5th day of the 
session or up to the end of the final day of the session if 
the session is less than 5 days with proof of extraordinary 
circumstances for failure to meet the 48-hour notice re-
quirement and failure to appear before the board of review 
during the first 2 hours of the first scheduled meeting.

4. Objections to the amount or valuation of property shall 
first be made in writing and filed with the clerk of the board 
of review within the first 2 hours of the board’s first sched-
uled meeting, except that, upon evidence of extraordinary 
circumstances, the board may waive that requirement up 
to the end of the 5th day of the session or up to the end 
of the final day of the session if the session is less than 5 
days. The board may require objections to the amount or 
valuation of property to be submitted on forms approved 
by the Department of Revenue, and the board shall require 
that any forms include stated valuations of the property in 
question. Persons who own land and improvements to that 
land may object to the aggregate valuation of that land and 
improvements to that land, but no person who owns land 
and improvements to that land may object only to the valu-
ation of that land or only to the valuation of improvements 
to that land. No person may be allowed in any action or 
proceedings to question the amount or valuation of prop-
erty unless the written objection has been filed and that 
person in good faith presented evidence to the board in 
support of the objections and made full disclosure before 
the board, under oath, of all of that person’s property liable 
to assessment in the district and the value of that property.

The requirement that objections be in writing may be 
waived by express action of the board.

5. When appearing before the board of review, the ob-
jecting person shall specify in writing the person’s estimate 
of the value of the land and of the improvements that are 
the subject of the person’s objection and specify the infor-
mation that the person used to arrive at that estimate.

6. No person may appear before the board of review, 
testify to the board by telephone, or object to a valuation 
if that valuation was made by the assessor or the objector 
using the income method of valuation, unless no later than 
7 days before the first meeting of the board of review the 
person supplies the assessor with all the information about 
income and expenses, as specified in the assessor’s man-
ual under s. 73.03 (2a), Wis. stats., that the assessor re-
quests. The Town of McKinley has an ordinance for the 
confidentiality of information about income and expenses 
that is provided to the assessor under this paragraph that 
provides exceptions for persons using information in the 
discharge of duties imposed by law or the duties of their of-
ficer or by order of a court. The information that is provided 
under this paragraph, unless a court determines before the 
first meeting of the board of review that it is inaccurate, is 
not subject to the right of inspection and copying under s. 
19.35 (1), Wis. Stats.

7. The board shall hear upon oath, by telephone, all ill or 
disabled persons who present to the board a letter from a 
physician, surgeon, or osteopath that confirms their illness 
or disability. No other persons may testify by telephone un-
less the Board, in its discretion, has determined to grant a 
property owner’s or their representative’s request to testify 
under oath by telephone or written statement.

8. No person may appear before the board of review, 
testify to the board by telephone, or contest the amount 
of any assessment unless, at least 48 hours before the 
first meeting of the board, or at least 48 hours before the 
objection is heard if the objection is allowed under s.70.47 
(3) (a), Wis. stats., that person provides to the clerk of the 
board of review notice as to whether the person will ask for 
the removal of a member of the board of review and, if so, 
which member, and provides a reasonable estimate of the 
length of time the hearing will take.

Notice is hereby given this 20th day of March 2023. 
Anna M. Weaver, Clerk

Town of McKinley
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29 and April 5, 2023 

WNAXLP

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Cumberland School  

District Board of Canvassers will meet in open session 
at 2:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 6, 2023, in the con-
ference room of the administration building, 1010 8th 
Avenue, Cumberland, WI, to determine the results of 
the school board election.

A copy of this notice is posted at the elementary 
school, middle school, high school and administration 
building and sent to the Cumberland Advocate.

AGENDA
1. Open meeting
2. Determine the results of the School Board Election
3. Adjourn

Jennifer Hyatt
Cumberland School District Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023. WNAXLP

NOTICE OF ELECTION OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS
 (S.120.06(8)(c), Wisconsin Statutes) 

1otice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the 
Cumberland School District that on Tuesday, April 4, 
2023, an election of school board members will be held.  
The candidates for the school board are as follows (vote 
for one member at large):

Adam M. Skinner
Michael Furseth

Electors will vote in their regular polling places.  Polls 
will be open at 7:00 a.m. and close at 8:00 p.m.

Dated this 23rd day of January 2023.
Jennifer Hyatt, District Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023. WNAXLP

 

 

Sample School Board Ballot 
Spring General Election 

Tuesday, April 4, 2023 
 

Notice to Voters:  If you are voting on Election Day, your ballot 
must be initialed by two election inspectors.  If you are voting 
absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or 
deputy clerk.  Your ballot may not be counted without initials. 
(See back of ballot for initials.) 

 
Instructions to Voters:  If you make a mistake on your 
ballot or have a question, ask an election inspector for help.  
(Absentee Voters: Contact your municipal clerk.) 

 
To vote for a name on the ballot, make an “X” or other mark in 
the square next to the name.  To vote for a name that is not 
on the ballot, write the name in the space marked “write-in.” 
 

Cumberland School District 
School Board Members 
Vote for not more than one 

!     Adam M. Skinner 

!     Michael Furseth 

write in: 

 

 

  

 

BARRON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF LAND 

SERVICES
PUBLIC NOTICE is here-

by given to all persons in the 
County of Barron, Wisconsin 
that a public hearing will be 
held on Wednesday, April 12, 
2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Room 
2106 of the Government 
Center, 335 East Monroe Av-
enue, Barron, Wisconsin, on 
the amendments to Sections 
17.32, 17.36, 17.64, 17.73 and 
17.74 of the Barron County 
Land Use Ordinance.  

A copy of the amendment 
will be available from the 
Barron County Department of 
Land Services.  Please contact 
the office at 715-537-6375 for 
revision details or more infor-
mation regarding the hearing, 
and contact David Gifford, 
Director of Land Services, for 
specific questions on the ordi-
nance changes.

David Gifford, Director
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 29, 2023

WNAXLP

Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

Most common forms of identification to 
show at voting polls: Wisconsin DMV’s 
driver license or ID

Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation Division 
of Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
reminds voters to check and 
be sure that they have the 
proper identification needed 
to vote in next month’s elec-
tion (April 4, 2023).

 Wisconsin driver licenses 
or IDs are the most common 
form of identification used 
for voting purposes. A fed-
erally compliant REAL ID 
card is not required to show 
at the polls. The Wisconsin 
Elections Commission notes 

other forms of identification 
are valid for voting, such as 
military or student ID cards. 
To see if a card meets the 
requirements, visit the Wis-
consin Elections Commission 
website.

 Voters looking to get their 
first Wisconsin ID can turn 
to DMV for help. To obtain 
an official ID card, there are 
documentation requirements 
such as a birth certificate. If 
all documentation is not read-
ily available, the ID Petition 
Process (IDPP) may be used 

to obtain a receipt valid for 
voting while the remaining 
documents or verifications 
are obtained.

 DMV offers this service 
and ID cards for voting pur-
poses free of charge. DMV’s 
toll-free hotline (844) 588-
1069 is available for ques-
tions on obtaining an ID that 
can be used to vote.

 DMV’s website has a lo-
cator to help find the nearest 
DMV and check wait times 
(wisconsindmv.gov/cent-
ers).

Armstrong Votes for Law and Order Package
MADISON, WI – On 

Wednesday, March 22, 
2023,  the Assembly passed 
a series of bills to improve 
public safety and accountabil-
ity.  Each of the criminal jus-
tice proposals passed with the 
support of State Rep. Dave 
Armstrong (R-Rice Lake).

 “Violent crime isn’t lim-
ited to cities like Milwaukee 
and Madison,” Representa-
tive Armstrong said.  “It can 
affect even our smallest, most 
rural communities.  That is 
why I voted for Senate Bill 
75, which defines ‘serious 
harm’ and ‘violent crime’ 
for the purposes of the bail-

reform constitutional amend-
ment on the ballot in April.  I 
also voted to improve trans-
parency at the Parole Com-
mission [Assembly Bill 47], 
require judges to approve 
prosecutors’ decisions to dis-
miss or defer certain criminal 
charges [Assembly Bill 57], 
and define and criminalize 
participation in riots [Assem-
bly Bill 70].”

 The Assembly also ap-
proved Assembly Bill 51 to 
allow Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrival (DACA) 
recipients to serve as munici-
pal and county law enforce-
ment officers.

 “Wisconsin already allows 
DACA recipients to serve as 
State Patrol officers, correc-
tions officers, and game war-
dens,” Representative Arm-
strong explained.  “It doesn’t 
make sense to bar them 
from local law enforcement 
positions when police and 
sheriff’s departments across 
the state are facing staffing 
shortages.”

 Senate Bill 75 will now 
go to Governor Evers for 
his consideration, while As-
sembly Bills 47, 51, 57, and 
70 will go to the Senate for 
further action.

NOTICE THAT THE ASSESSMENT ROLL IS OPEN 
FOR EXAMINATION AND OPEN BOOK 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the assessment roll 
for the Town of Lakeland is available for inspection           
beginning April 10, 2023, at the Lakeland Town Hall by         
appointment and online at www.apraz.com. 

FURTHER BE ADVISED, the Assessor for the Town 
of Lakeland will be available by phone for Open Book 
which will be held on Tuesday, April 18, 2023, 12 pm 
- 2 pm. Call Assessor Walt Hughes directly at 920-475-
4597 to schedule an appointment. Instructional mate-
rials shall be provided. Other resources are available 
online at www.revenue.wi.gov 
If you have any questions, please contact Danielle Max-
well-Parker, Clerk at 715-529-2741. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the Board of Re-
view for the Town of Lakeland, Barron County, Wiscon-
sin, shall hold its first meeting on Tuesday, May 16, 
2023 from 11:00 am-1:00 pm at the Lakeland Town 
Hall located at 791 29-11/16 Ave, Barronett, Wisconsin. 

Notice of Intent to File an Objection must be given to 
the Town Clerk at least 48 hours in advance. Forms are 
available upon request or on the Wisconsin Department 
of Revenue website: revenue.wi.gov/Pages/FAQS/slf-
bor.aspx

Danielle Maxwell-Parker, Clerk
Town of Lakeland

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023.
WNAXLP
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Thanks
for  reading

The 
Advocate

Advertisement for Electronic Bids

For Construction at Cumberland Municipal Airport
Cumberland, Wisconsin

Project no. AIP 3-55-0016-14

THIS PROJECT WILL BE ELECTRONICALLY BID.   Paper bids will NOT be ac-

cepted or allowed.

Sealed ELECTRONIC proposals for the work described herein will be received 

until 2:00 p.m., local time, Thursday, April 20, 2023, by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation, Bureau of Aeronautics, on behalf of the Secretary, authorized agent for 
the City of Cumberland, in accordance with Wis. Stat. §114.32(3).  Bids will be unsealed 
(electronically opened) as provided above and will be publicly read.  The bid opening will 
be broadcast live via Teams. The correct meeting and call-in information for the bid open-
ing is:

Microsoft Teams meeting 
Join on your computer, mobile app or room device 

Click here to join the meeting  
Or call in (audio only) 

+1 608-571-2209,105343418#   United States, Madison 
Phone Conference ID: 105 343 418# 

This contract is federally funded with an established DBE goal, dollar values will not 
be shown until after the 24-hour supplemental information timeline has expired for DBE 
documentation submission and bid responsiveness has been determined by the Depart-
ment.  Bids determined to be non-responsive will not have results posted.

The bid results will be posted to the Bureau of Aeronautics’ website and BidExpress.
com here:   

https://wisconsindot.gov/Pages/doing-bus/aeronautics/airports/arpt-bidinfo.aspx 
https://bidexpress.com/businesses/51671/home 

Electronic Bid submittal: Bids must be submitted via the bidexpress.com bidding ser-
vice.  No paper bids will be accepted.  Bids will not be accepted past the established 
deadline for the close of bids.

Description of work: Replace airfield lighting.
Estimate of major quantities:

Airport Wind Cone, 1 LS; Polyduct, 19,250 LF; Trench or Plow, 24,000 LF; Cable (various 
sizes), 48,600 LF; Regulator 6.6A 4KW, 1 LS; L-854 Control Panel, 1 EA; L-854 Radio 
Controller, 1 EA; Duct/Conduit, 1200 LF; Electrical Handholes, 14 EA; REILs, 2 Rwy 
Ends; MIRLs Base Mounted, 100 EA; PAPIs 2-Box, 2 Rwy Ends; Miscellaneous Demo of 
Existing; Etc.

DBE Goal: 3.79%  Contract Completion Time: 30 Working Days
Proposals:  Proposal forms are included with the plans and specifications, and are 

subject to the provisions of Wis. Stat. §66.0901(7).
Plans and specifications: Plans and specifications can be obtained free of charge 

and at the following site: https://bidexpress.com/businesses/51671/home 
Proposal ELECTRONIC Submittal: This contract is being electronically bid. The bid 

template within BidExpress.com platform established for the project includes all elements 
required to be submitted with the contract.  Required fields are established within the 
template.  Automatic checking of the bid proposal will identify if any required fields are 
missing and alert the bidder to complete the missing information prior to final submission. 
Submission of an incomplete bid will result in the bid not being opened, and/or rejected 
as non-responsive.

Plan holder registration required: Plans and specifications are available to anyone 
after completing a simple registration. There is NO cost to obtain a registration. Registra-
tion is required to be recorded as a plan holder.  Registered plan holders will be notified 
of important project information such as issuance of addendums or other critical informa-
tion.  Only the prime or general contractor selecting to submit a bid is required to obtain 
additional Digital ID credentials. Please see the BOA website notice 2 for information on 
how to register.  

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/aeronautics/airports/aerobidmem2.pdf
Bidder Digital ID Required: Firms who select to submit a bid MUST also obtain a free 

digital ID in addition to registering.  Obtaining a digital ID is relatively quick, however it 
may take a couple of days to complete the process.  Please request and obtain registra-
tion and digital ID’s as early as possible to not jeopardize your ability to submit a bid.  
There is NO cost to obtain a digital ID.  Please see the BOA website Notice 2 for informa-
tion on how to obtain a digital ID. 

https://wisconsindot.gov/Documents/doing-bus/aeronautics/airports/aerobidmem2.pdf
Cost to bid:  There are two options for bidders to submit bids:  A cost of $35 per pro-

ject, or a monthly subscription wherein the bidder is able to submit bids for all projects 
in bidexpress.com system for $50 per month.  Subscriptions can be turned on and off at 
any time by the registered user.  Only the prime or general contractor submitting a bid are 
responsible for payment.

Proposal guaranty:  A bid security in the amount of 5% of the total amount of the bid is 
required for the contract.  Each proposal must be accompanied by a bid bond, certificate 
of annual bid bond, a certified check, bank’s draft, bank’s check, or postal money order 
made payable to the Wisconsin Department of Transportation Secretary for 5% of the 
total amount bid.

The electronic template will allow the following options for meeting the proposal guar-
anty.  E-Verify bid bond (Surety2000 & SurePath), uploading a copy of the bid bond or 
certificate of annual bid bond, certified check, bank draft, or money order.  

Any bid security, other than a E-verified bond or certificate of annual bid bond is pro-
vided, the department will require that the apparent two lowest bidders to mail or hand-
deliver the original bond, certified check, bank draft, or money order to the Bureau of 
Aeronautics by close of business two business days following the close of bids and must 
be received by the Bureau of Aeronautics no later than 5 days from the posting of the bid 
results.
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CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

RENTALS BUSINESS SERVICES

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-822-
8385 or 715-939-0647 20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tf

HOUSE FOR RENT: Cumberland-3 
bedroom, 2 bathroom, large pull 
building, private location. Remod-
eled. $1,425.00/month. Call 715-
357-8157                      A4-A5

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, violations, 
accidents, loss of license. 234-3427 
or 800-657-4782. Instant SR-22 fil-
ings. tfnc

4Xalification oI EiddeUs: 
IMPORTANT:  A paper hard copy prequalification is required to be submitted PR,2R to 
the bid opening.  7he proper prequalification form must be sent to the '27 to establish 
prequalification and remain valid prior to the deadline for prequalification indicated below.  
Prequalification’s submitted after the deadline will be processed but a bid from that firm 
will not be opened for any proMect where the deadline has been e[ceeded.  7he following 
prequalification is required for this contract:

7:2 prequalification methods are acceptable for this proMect.  E,7+ER Bureau of Aero-
nautics ³6tatement of Bidder’s 4ualifications and E[perience´ �A.A: ³6hort form´ https:��
wisconsindot.gov�Pages�doing-bus�aeronautics�airports�arpt-prequal.asp[� will apply. 2R 
the Bureau of ProMect 'evelopment ³Prequalification 6tatement´ �A.A: ³+ighways´ https:��
wisconsindot.gov�Pages�doing-bus�contractors�hcci�prequal.asp[�. ,I \oXU fiUP does not 
alUead\ Kold a Yalid :is'27 KiJKZa\s pUeTXalification and \oX do not e[pect to 
Eid :is'27 KiJKZa\s pUoMects in tKe IXtXUe� please coPplete tKe siPplified %XUeaX 
oI $eUonaXtics ³sKoUt IoUP´� 

Bid proposals will be opened only from those firms that have established their qualifi-
cations for the work being bid upon. ,f a prospective bidder has previously submitted a 
current and valid �not e[pired or revoked�, proper statement and received prior approval 
from the department, a re-submittal for this proMect is not required. 

Any prospective bidder who has not previously established their qualifications must file 
a pre-qualification statement on the proper forms and be received by the department no 
later than ��:�� noon, local time, )riday, April �, ����. 2nly prime or general contractors 
submitting the bid need to be prequalified� subcontractors do not need to be prequalified. 

7he qualification statement is a sworn statement and consist of information relating to 
financial ability, equipment, and e[perience in the work prescribed in this proposal. 7he 
statement shall be in writing on the proper standard form furnished by the department. 
7he department will evaluate the statement and determine acceptability prior to bid ac-
ceptance.  )ailure to establish prequalification as stipulated will result in the bid not being 
opened and�or reMected.

)edeUal 5eTXiUePents:  7his proMect is federally funded and federal provisions and re-
quirements apply.  )ederal provisions made part of, but not limited to this contract include: 
Buy American Preference, )ederal 7a[ &ertification, )oreign 7rade Restriction, 'avis Ba-
con, Affirmative Action, *overnmentwide 'ebarment and 6uspension, *overnmentwide 
Requirements for 'rug-free :orkplace

+oXUs oI laEoU and PiniPXP ZaJe Uates:  Pursuant to regulations provided by ap-
plicable federal and�or state laws, the hours of labor and minimum wage rates are set 
forth in the proposal.

$IfiUPatiYe action: 7he department hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively 
insure that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged 
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in response to this in-
vitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, se[, or national 
origin in consideration for an award.

$IfidaYit oI non�collXsion:  A required affidavit of non-collusion will be incorporated 

origin in consideration for an award.
$IfidaYit oI non�collXsion:  A required affidavit of non-collusion will be incorporated 

as part of the proposal for each prospective bidder. )ailure to complete and sign the 
sworn statement makes the bid non-responsive and ineligible for award consideration. 
By completing the electronic signature and submitting the proposal, each bidder by or 
on behalf of the person, firm, association, or corporation submitting the bid, certifies that 
such person, firm, association, or corporation has not, either directly or indirectly, entered 
into agreement, participated in any collusion, or otherwise taken any action, in restraint of 
free competitive bidding in connection with the submitted bid. 7his sworn statement shall 
be e[ecuted and sworn to by the bidder before a person who is authori]ed by the laws of 
the state to administer oaths.

PUe�Eid conIeUence: A pre-bid conference will be held virtually by a 06 7eams 0eeting 
on 7uesday, April �th, ���� at ��:�� am. <oX can access tKe YiUtXal PeetinJ at: 
0icrosoft 7eams meeting 
-oin on your computer, mobile app or room device 
&lick here to Moin the meeting 
0eeting ,': ��� ��� ��� ��� 
Passcode: =:;Rtd 
'ownload 7eams | -oin on the web
2U call in �aXdio onl\� 
�� ���-���-����,,����������   8nited 6tates, 2rlando 
Phone &onference ,': ��� ��� ���� 
)ind a local number | Reset P,1 

A physical visit of the site is encouraged and must be scheduled and coordinated with 
airport management �Richard Brekke, ���-���-�����.  4uestions arising from site visits 
shall be submitted by email to the contact person below. Answers will be provided to all 
plan holders via a subsequent addendum. 7he purpose of the meeting and site visit will be 
to familiari]e all concerned persons with the proMect and conditions at the airport.

)or further information, contact Brad 9olker of &ooper Engineering at ���-���-����, 
email bvolker#cooperengineering.net

&ity of &umberland, :isconsin
Represented by &raig 7hompson, 6ecretary

'epartment of 7ransportation
6ponsor’s Authori]ed Agent

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on 0arch �� and April �, ����.  :1A;/P

PersonalsPERSONALS

AA-Mondays at 7 p.m., Augustana 
Church; Wednesdays at 7 p.m., 
Senior Citizen Center. Women’s 
inspiration AA meeting: 6 pm 
Tuesdays at the Thomas St. An-
gelo Public Library Community 
Meeting Room 715-529-9592.  tfn 
Weekly Al-Anon Meetings: Mon-
days, 6:30 p.m. at Cumberland 
Baptist Church, Hwy 48, Cum-
berland.  tfn

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning 

forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-948-3442

Miscellaneous
DISH Network. $59.99 

for 190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-866-290-9532

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power outag-

es today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options 
Request a FREE Quote � 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-888-355-
6955

MIDWEST INSULATION 

SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 

S P R AY  F OA M 

I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI •missprayfoam@gmail.com

Statewide public notice website www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

Looking for 

In-Home Help?

Check our 
Resource Guide at 
adrcconnections.org
or call 715-537-6225
for help connecting to 

local resources

Northwest Region Construction 
Update

Chippewa County
Highway: County TT
Location: Cobban Bridge 

between Jim Falls and Cornell 
Schedule: Aug. 8 to late Oc-

tober 2023
Cost: $4.7 million
Description: Replacing the 

bridge.
Traffic impacts: County 

TT in the work zone remains 
closed.

The shoulder and right-turn 
lane on northbound WIS 178 
are closed by barrier wall.

The Old Abe Trail remains 
open.

 Eau Claire County
Highway: I-94
Location: Just west of the 

WIS 312/County EE inter-
change to the Chippewa River 
Bridge northwest of WIS 37. 

Schedule: July 11, 2022, to 
September 2023

Cost: $23.71 million
Description: Reconstruct-

ing east- and westbound I-94 
by removing and replacing the 
existing pavement from WIS 
312/County EE to County E, 
replacing culverts and guard-
rail, installing median cable 
barrier, restoring the ditches 
and slopes and placing new 
pavement markings. Making 
improvements at the I-94/WIS 
312/County EE interchange, in-
cluding replacing the joints on 
the bridge, overlaying the deck 
with concrete and replacing the 
pavement on either side of the 

bridge and the ramps. Resur-
facing east- and westbound 
I-94 by milling and overlaying 
the existing asphalt pavement 
from County C to the Chip-
pewa River Bridge.

Traffic impacts: I-94 is open 
to one lane in each direction 
on the westbound lanes from 
County E to just west of the 
WIS 312/County EE inter-
change.

St. Croix County 
Highway: I-94
Location: Safety and 

weight enforcement facility 
(SWEF) off eastbound I-94 
east of Hudson

Schedule: Sept. 12, 2022, 
to October 2023 

Cost: $6.14 million 
Description: Replacing 

the existing SWEF build-
ing with a modern one, re-
constructing the parking lots 
and ramp/loop roadways 
and constructing an auto-
mated truck traffic monitor-
ing system along eastbound 
I-94, a virtual weigh station 
along US 12 and an approx-
imate 300-foot communi-
cations tower near the new 
building.

Traffic impacts: Work 
will continue throughout the 
winter, but no additional work 
along I-94 will be completed 
this year.

For more information re-
garding traffic impacts and 
transportation news in Wiscon-
sin’s Northwest Region:
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to upgrade or rebuild the 
aging high school. Tell us 
your thoughts on the ref-
erendum and what needs 
most attention.
  The high school needs 
renovations, and I would 
like the opportunity to help.  
I’ve led the development of 
Ardisam’s new headquar-
ters and would like to make 
sure we execute a well man-
age project that does not 
waste tax dollars.  I have 
the management experience 
needed to help ensure a suc-
cessful completion of our 
school renovation project.  
We want a good cost-effi-
cient design and a well-run 
project that maximizes val-
ue for our taxpayers while 
providing a great facility 
for our current and future 
students.    
  That said, what I am most 
concerned with regarding 
the referendum is the pro-
cess of writing the refer-
endum.  We need to make 
sure that the community 
is properly involved in the 
decision-making process.  It 
is important that the school 
board involves other stake 
holders when creating a 
referendum proposal.  The 
school should work with the 
city and surrounding vil-
lages to understand the im-
pact on taxpayers.  We need 
to establish a committee of 
stakeholders to determine 
a plan that will benefit the 
children and the commu-
nity.  We should have an 
honest discussion on enroll-
ment projections, district 
finances, and how large the 
school needs to be.  School 
boards must approve the 
language contained in the 
referendum at least 70 days 
prior to it being voted on 
by the public.  A commu-
nity committee should be 
created to draft a detailed 
plan for financing and de-
sign before the school board 
approves the language that 
will appear on the referen-
dum ballot.  
4. Describe your under-
standing of the school 
board’s role and the ad-
ministration’s role in the 
district? 
  The school board exists to 
represent the voters of the 
district and to oversee the 
administrators who run the 
school district.  Administra-
tors oversee all other em-
ployees of the school and 
day-to-day operations of the 
school. If the school is not 
performing to the expecta-
tions of the voters, then it 

is up to the school board 
members, the ones that rep-
resent the voters, to ensure 
that administrators make 
the necessary adjustments.  
While the school board is 
responsible for holding the 
administration accountable, 
it is still the responsibil-
ity of the administrators 
to run the school.  School 
boards members must stay 
engaged and be diligent in 
their role to make sure they 
represent the will of the vot-
ers.  What we need to avoid 
is complicit school board 
members who simply exist 
to go along with, and ap-
prove whatever the admin-
istration presents.  Without 
school board members who 
are willing to challenge 
the administration, school 
districts will operate with-
out proper oversight.  With 
strong leadership on the 
school board the system 
works great, and schools 
remain accountable to the 
voters.    
5. As a school board mem-
ber, how would you be an 
advocate for students and 
the district?
  The community of Cum-
berland has the desire to 
provide our students with a 
top-notch education and our 
students are talented enough 
to make it a reality in both 
education and extracurricu-
lars.  Openly discussing our 
challenges and successes at 
public meetings will lead to 
the most positive outcomes 
for our students.  We need 
honesty and humility if we 
want our educational reali-
ties to align with our com-
munity expectations.  Our 
schools should not operate 
in isolation.  As a rule, what 
is needed for the realities 
of life and for success in 
industry is not being well 
taught in the vast majority 
of schools.  Here in Cum-
berland, we can buck that 
trend and make sure that 
we have high quality and 
practical education for our 
children.  We need to open 
the school to input from 
other talented people in the 
community so we can take 
advantage of all the people 
who are willing and able to 
participate in making our 
schools as effective as pos-
sible.    
  If elected, I would push 
for all school board meet-
ings to be live streamed and 
recorded so those not in at-
tendance can see and hope-
fully be more involved in 
the process.  

of students at all levels in 
our schools. 

  3. A referendum 
to upgrade or rebuild the 
aging high school is ap-
proaching. Tell us your 
thoughts on the referen-
dum and what needs the 
most attention.

Obviously, it should 
come as no surprise that 
our 65-year-old high school 
building requires significant 
upgrades and remodeling to 
meet modern educational 
standards, and the District 
is committed to finding so-
lutions to do so. We need it 
to be a safe and sound learn-
ing environment, but also 
an attractive and functional 
facility for our entire com-
munity; one for which we 
can all be proud and stand 
behind. Especially in small, 
rural communities like ours, 
schools are not just a build-
ing, they are the heart of 
a community; we need to 
keep ours strong now and 
into the future. 

There are many areas 
of the current high school 
facility in need of serious 
attention. We have suc-
cessfully exceeded the 
useful life of many areas 
of the building, especially 
the 1958, two-story high 
school ‘wing’.  However, 
there comes a time when 
fixing recurring problems is 
no longer the best, or most 
financially sound, option. 
For example, replacement 
parts for the existing heat-
ing system no longer even 
exist. With improvements, 
modern efficiency savings 
will also offset maintenance 
costs. 

Further, enrollment con-
tinues to grow as Cum-
berland strengthens its 
reputation as an outstand-
ing school district in the 
area.  Classroom space for 
general numbers, as well 
as specific, future-focused 
learning will be needed to 
facilitate growth, now and 
in the future.

In the next months, the 
District will be soliciting 
input on this question from 
our community, staff, par-
ents, and students via plan-
ning sessions and citizen’s 
committees. Please con-
sider taking part to share 
your thoughts and help the 
District shape this impor-
tant building project for the 
future.

Collectively, we need to 
look at a referendum as a 
positive opportunity to in-
vest in our schools so that 
they will continue to be a 
true asset for our commu-
nity now, and well into the 
future. 

4. Describe your un-
derstanding of the school 
board’s role and the ad-
ministration’s role in the 

District? 
Our role as a school board 

is to provide an educational 
framework for what the 
community values, namely 
“Keeping Children First.”  
Every decision is about do-
ing what is best for our chil-
dren with the resources we 
have available. For exam-
ple, we made difficult de-
cisions to keep our schools 
open when others closed 
during covid, and in recent 
years we have dedicated 
more attention and time to 
safety and mental health is-
sues.   

Our administration’s role 
is to act on the framework 
the school board provides, 
which is to provide quality 
education for our children. 
Our current administrative 
team has been very suc-
cessful in delivering on this 
promise and are a critical el-
ement of our district’s con-
tinued success. 

As a whole, administra-
tion needs to embody solid 
leadership, which they have 
done for many years in the 
schools and in the commu-
nity.  Finally, administrative 
teams need to be accessible 
to answer concerns from 
parents, teachers, and stu-
dents.  In all, they have done 
an excellent job at keeping 
lines of communication 
open with these groups and 
with the community. 

5. As a school board 
member, how would you be 
an advocate for students 
and our District?

“How are the schools?” is 
often a question I hear asked 
by prospective businesses, 
parents, and even grandpar-
ents moving into our School 
District. It is an important 
indicator of community in-
volvement and pride. As 
such, we all need to be clear 
and accurate in our goal: 
that our schools provide stu-
dents optimal opportunities 
to thrive. Thriving schools 
are essential pillars of suc-
cessful communities. 

Over the past six years I 
have had the opportunity 
each year to listen to our 
senior students’ speeches 
about their experiences in 
the Cumberland School 
District, ranging from pre-
K through graduation. The 
lifelong memories and les-
sons these students share 
are reminiscent of what I 
remember experiencing 
while attending Cumber-
land Schools. I will contin-
ue to listen and learn from 
our students, teachers, and 
parents, working together 
to provide our students the 
highest level of education 
and opportunities available. 

I will always advocate for 
and support this District that 
I was proud of when I grad-
uated, and am still proud of 
today.  

City Hall...
this is completed.  In addi-
tion to the planning tools, 
we are improving spending 
evaluation in the areas of 
needs/alternatives analysis, 
financing options and as-
sessment of taxpayer/rate-
payer impact.

The City and Cumberland 
Municipal Utility are work-
ing toward better operation-
al efficiencies.  The first ac-
tion was to select a common 
accounting firm for our au-
dit needs.  This will provide 
a completed audit by May 
rather than November and 
a combined cost savings 
of $30,000+.  A no brainer.  
We will continue to identify 
other opportunities for cost 
savings.

The Police Officer union 
contract expired December 
31, 2022.  After prolonged 
negotiations, we are in the 
final stages of completion.

The Cumberland Eco-
nomic Development Com-
mittee hosted The Cumber-
land Housing Conference to 
discuss the City’s housing 
needs.  (Described in detail 
in a separate article).

Public Works is updat-
ing The Street Plan.  This 
update includes additional 
detail for improved project 
prioritization and delinea-
tion of large and small cap 
projects.  

As reported last year, 
Cumberland Municipal 
Utility needs to relocate 

from one of their facilities 
this year.  The City and Util-
ity worked on a joint project 
to address the Utility shed 
and replacement of the City 
Garage.  Since initiating the 
design process, construc-
tion costs have skyrocketed.  
In January, the City placed 
consideration of the Garage 
on hold pending availability 
of planning tools described 
above.  Subsequently, the 
Utility is reassessing its 
options and is pursuing a 
significantly less expensive 
project.

In April, the City con-
ducts the annual organiza-
tion meeting, with com-
mittee assignments part of 
the agenda.  Committees 
play an important role in 
the operation of the City.  
The responsibility includes 
support of the committees’ 
charter, compliance with 
City objectives, oversight 
and guidance of manage-
ment.  We are fortunate to 
have citizens with the skills 
and interest to actively per-
form this role.  I encourage 
anyone with an interest to 
contact City Hall for con-
sideration.

We are working diligently 
to ensure responsible use of 
funds.  While we have made 
a lot of progress, there is 
still much to do.  I look for-
ward to reporting on future 
improvements.

  Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctu-
ary will be hosting a Beasts 
& Beer program at Bloomer 
Brewing Co. in Bloomer, 
WI on Wednesday, April 5, 
2023. Check-in is at 5:30 
pm with an opportunity to 
socialize with other nature 
enthusiasts before the na-
ture presentation begins at 
6:00 pm. This month’s topic 
is Awakening Amphibians.
Beasts and Beer is a month-
ly program that gives nature 
lovers an opportunity to 
socialize with other nature 
enthusiasts over snacks and 
beverages, and enjoy an en-
gaging presentation from a 
local expert in a happy-hour 
atmosphere. Each Beasts 
and Beer program features a 
different presenter at a dif-
ferent location. 
  This month’s speaker is 
Wisconsin herpetologist, 
Erik Wild, from University 

of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
Learn how Wisconsin’s sal-
amanders and frogs survive 
winter and progress through 
emergence. Amphibian 
reproduction will be high-
lighted and your knowledge 
of frog calls tested.
  Registration is required by 
Tuesday, April 4th at noon 
or when the program limit 
of 50 people is reached, 
whichever comes first. To 
register, visit www.hunthill.
org to complete online reg-
istration or call 715-635-
6543. The program fee is 
$15 per person and includes 
a drink and snacks.
  Hunt Hill is a nonprofit 
nature preserve and learn-
ing center. You can find out 
more about Hunt Hill and 
its programs at www.hun-
thill.org or by calling 715-
635-6543. 

Hunt Hill Audubon 
Sanctuary to Host Beasts 
& Beer

Free Family History 
Classes Offered

If you’ve been wanting 
to learn more about your 
ancestors, this opportunity 
is just for you.  The Blue 
Hills Genealogical Soci-
ety joins with the Family 
Search Center to offer a se-
ries of free classes on how 
to search for your ancestors.  
The class will start April 12 
and be held on Wednesdays 
from 2:00-3:30 p.m. for 7 
weeks in the lower confer-
ence room at Sterling Bank, 
234 E. LaSalle in Barron.

To register, e mail or 

call Gloria Dobberfuhl at 
mgd5579@hotmail.com, 
715-637-5579, by April 7.  
If you have a laptop com-
puter, tablet or smart phone, 
please bring it to class.  In-
ternet will be provided, and 
you will able to actually 
work on your family his-
tory during the classes.  If 
you do not have an internet 
device, paper copies will be 
provided for you to work 
on.  If you have questions 
about the course, please 
contact Mrs. Dobberfuhl.
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