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 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(INFORMAL 

ADMINISTRATION)
   CASE NO. 2023 PR 21 
In the Matter of the Estate 
of Milan Brecka, Case No. 
2023 PR 21.
 An application for informal 
administration was filed. 
The decedent, with date 
of birth October 29, 1938 
and date of death January 
3, 2023 was domiciled in 
Barron  County, State of 
Wisconsin, with a mailing  
address of 2149 11th St., 
Cumberland, WI 54829.
    All interested persons 
waived notice.
 The deadline for filing 
a claim against the dece-
dent’s estate is June 13, 
2023.
	 A	 claim	may	 be	 filed	 at	
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 State Hwy. 25 
North, Barron, Wisconsin, 
Room 2700.
     /S/ Deanne E. Alsbury 

Registrar in Probate
February 28, 2023

Todd Brecka
226-135th Ave
Turtle Lake, WI  54889

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 15, 22, 29, 

2023.  WNAXLP
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NOTICE OF REFERENDUM ELECTION
APRIL 4, 2023

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that at an election to be held in the several towns, villages, wards, 
and election districts of the State of Wisconsin, on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, the following questions 
will be submitted to a vote of the people pursuant to law:

2023 ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 2
To amend section 8 (2) of article I of the constitution; relating to: conditions for release prior to 

conviction, including the imposition of bail (second consideration). 
Whereas, the 2021 legislature in regular session considered a proposed amendment to the con-

stitution in 2021 Assembly Joint Resolution 107, which became 2021 Enrolled Joint Resolution 6, 
and agreed to it by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses, which proposed 
amendment reads as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 8 (2) of article I of the constitution is amended to read: 

[ Article I] Section 8 (2) All persons, before conviction, shall be eligible for release under reason-
able conditions designed to assure their appearance in court, protect members of the community 
from serious bodily harm as defined by the legislature by law, or prevent the intimidation of wit-
nesses. Monetary conditions of release may be imposed at or after the initial appearance only upon a 
finding that there is a reasonable basis to believe that the conditions are necessary to assure appear-
ance in court, or if the person is accused of a violent crime as defined by the legislature by law, only 
upon a finding that there is a reasonable basis to believe that the conditions are necessary based on 
the totality of the circumstances, taking into account whether the accused has a previous conviction 
for a violent crime as defined by the legislature by law, the probability that the accused will fail to 
appear in court, the need to protect members of the community from serious harm as defined by the 
legislature by law, the need to prevent the intimidation of witnesses. and the potential affirmative 
defenses of the accused. The legislature may authorize, by law, courts to revoke a person's release 
for a violation of a condition of release.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the foregoing pro-
posed amendment to the constitution is agreed to by the 2023 legislature; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the foregoing proposed amendment to the constitution be submitted to a vote of 
the people at the election to be held on the first Tuesday of April, 2023; and, be it further 

Resolved, That the question concerning ratification of the foregoing proposed amendment to the 
constitution be stated on the ballot as follows: 
 QUESTION 1: "Conditions of release before conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of article 
I of the constitution be amended to allow a court to impose on an accused person being released 
before conviction conditions that are designed to protect the community from serious harm?" 

 QUESTION 2: "Cash bail before conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of article I of the consti-
tution be amended to allow a court to impose cash bail on a person accused of a violent crime based 
on the totality of the circumstances, including the accused's previous convictions for a violent crime, 
the probability that the accused will fail to appear, the need to protect the community from serious 
harm and prevent witness intimidation, and potential affinitive defenses?"

EXPLANATION
1. Explanatory statement regarding Question 1: 

Under the current Wisconsin Constitution, courts may impose reasonable conditions on the re-
lease of a criminal defendant before trial for three purposes: (1) to secure the defendant’s appearance 
in court; (2) to protect the community from “serious bodily harm;” and (3) to prevent intimidation 
of witnesses. Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2). 

Question 1 would change the language of the second factor from “serious bodily harm” to “seri-
ous harm as defined by the legislature by law.” The question would thus change the type of harm to 
the community that a court could seek to protect against. Because the term “serious harm” would 
be defined by the legislature by law, what it means could evolve over time depending on legislative 
enactments. 

A “yes” vote on Question 1 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to allow a circuit court 
to impose release conditions based on the purpose of avoiding “serious harm as defined by the leg-
islature” rather than “serious bodily harm.” 

A “no” vote on Question 1 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to change the term 
“serious bodily harm” as a factor for determining the conditions of a defendant’s pretrial release. 
2. Explanatory statement regarding Question 2: 

Question 2 would also change the language of Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2), but in a different way 
from Question 1. Question 2 addresses the circuit court’s ability to impose the specific condition of 
monetary bail. 

Currently, the Wisconsin Constitution allows a court to impose a monetary bail requirement only 
if the court finds a reasonable basis to believe that bail is necessary in order to secure the defendant’s 
appearance in court. Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2).

Question 2 would expand the factors a circuit court may consider in imposing monetary bail. In 
cases where a defendant is accused of a “violent crime as defined by the legislature by law,” Ques-
tion 2 would allow a court to impose monetary bail based on circumstances in addition to securing 
the defendant’s appearance in court, including accounting for a previous conviction for a violent 
crime, the need to protect the community from serious harm, preventing witness intimidation, and 
potential affirmative defenses the defendant might assert.

A “yes” vote on Question 2 would vote to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) in cases where the de-
fendant is accused of a violent crime to allow a court to utilize monetary bail for additional reasons 
in addition to securing the defendant’s appearance in court, including accounting for a previous 
conviction for a violent crime, the need to protect the community from serious harm, preventing 
witness intimidation, and accounting for the defendant’s affirmative defenses. Because the term 
“violent crime” would be defined by the legislature by law, what it means could evolve over time 
depending on legislative enactments. 

A “no” vote on Question 2 would vote not to amend Wis. Const. art. I, § 8(2) to expand the factors 
a court considers in imposing monetary bail. 

2023 ENROLLED JOINT RESOLUTION 
Relating to: providing for an advisory referendum on the question of requiring able-bodied, child-
less adults to look for work in order to receive taxpayer-funded welfare benefits. 

Resolved by the senate, the assembly concurring, That the following question be submitted, 
for advisory purposes only, to the voters of this state at the spring election to be held in April 2023: 

"Shall able-bodied, childless adults be required to look for work in order to receive taxpayer-
funded welfare benefits?"

EXPLANATION
Explanatory statement regarding Question 3, the advisory question: 

This is an advisory referendum and would not change Wisconsin law. Wisconsin and federal 
law currently define various programs available to those with financial need based on criteria such 
as age, familial status, and disability, among other criteria. Most of those programs are limited to 
children, families with children, pregnant women, disabled persons, or those 65 or older, who Wis-
consin law does not consider “able-bodied” for public assistance purposes. See, e.g., Wis. Stat. § 
49.79(1)(am) (defining age limits for “able-bodied” under food stamp program). 

Two programs currently available to “able-bodied, childless adults” are Wisconsin’s BadgerCare 
Plus medical assistance program and the FoodShare program, also known as SNAP or food stamps. 
However, those programs are subject to certain federal requirements and restrictions that either 
would be inconsistent with the requirement about which the referendum asks or, in some cases, 
already include such a requirement. 

BadgerCare Plus’s medical assistance program is subject to federal Medicaid restrictions, and 
federal law does not allow for work-based requirements for such programs absent a federal waiver. 
See 42 U.S.C. § 1396a(a)(10)(A). Currently, there is no federal waiver in force that would allow 
Wisconsin to impose work requirements on this program. Wisconsin’s FoodShare statute contains 
requirements that able-bodied, childless adults be employed or participate in an employment and 
training program, see Wis. Stat. § 49.79(9), but that requirement has been suspended by the federal 
government in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A “yes” vote on Question 3, the advisory referendum, would make no change to Wisconsin law. 
A “no” vote on Question 3, the advisory referendum, also would make no change to Wisconsin 

law.
      DONE in the County of Barron, 

This 29th day of March, 2023.
Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023.  WNAXLP

NOTICE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIV-
EN that the Board of Super-
visors for the Town of Maple 
Plain will hold its monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, April 6, 
2023 at 7:00 pm at the Town 
Hall, located at 393 26th     
Avenue. The hall is acces-
sible to all persons.
The agenda will be posted 
no later than 24 hours in 
advance of the meeting and 
on the Town’s website: www.
townofmapleplainwi.gov

Danielle Maxwell-Parker
Clerk

Town of Maple Plain
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 29, 2023. 

WNAXLP

Notice of Spring Election and Sample Ballot
April 4, 2023

Office of the Barron County Clerk
To the voters of Barron County:
Notice is hereby given of a spring election to be held in Barron County on April 4, 2023 at which 
the officers named below shall be nominated. The names of the candidates for each office, whose 
nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are given under the title of the office, each 
in its proper column, together with the questions submitted to a vote, for a referendum in the sample 
ballot below.
Information to Voters
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:

• state their name and address
• show an acceptable form of photo identification*
• sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain a free photo ID 
for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  
**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write the 
word “exempt.”

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving their 
residence if the voter provides proof of residence. 

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the ballot.  
Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and cast 

their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than specified here. Sample ballots or 
other materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken into the booth and copied. The 
sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal how the ballot is marked.

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or minor 
ward.  

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but the official 
may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice.
Assistance for Voting

A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the presiding 
official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing, or understanding English, or 
that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected individual rendering assistance may 
not be the voter's employer or an agent of that employer or an officer or agent of a labor organiza-
tion, which represents the voter.
Where Optical Scan Voting is Used

The voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the candidate of their choice for each office 
for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the 
voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in the space provided for a write-in vote 
and fill in the oval next to the write-in line. On referendum questions, the voter shall fill in the oval  
next to "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall fill in the oval next to "no" if opposed to 
the question. 

When using an Express Vote to mark an optical scan ballot, the voter shall touch the screen to 
select the name of the candidate of his or her choice for each office for which he or she intends to 
vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the ballot, the voter shall type in the name 
of the person of his or her choice in the space provided for a write-in vote. On referendum questions, 
the voter shall touch the screen to select "yes" if in favor of the question, or the voter shall touch the 
screen to select "no" if opposed to the question.
After Voting the Ballot

After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it shall be inserted in the security sleeve, so the 
marks do not show. The voter may insert the ballot in the voting device and discard the sleeve or 
deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. The voter shall leave the polling place promptly.
Spoiling Ballots

If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who shall issue 
another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one voter. If the bal-
lot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, the voter shall return it 
to the election official who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.  

The following is a sample of the official ballot:
       Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on March 29, 2023.   WNAXLP

Official Ballot
Nonpartisan Office and Referendum

April 4, 2023
Notice to voters: if you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by two (2) election inspectors. If you are voting
absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the municipal clerk or deputy clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without initials (see end
of ballot for initials).

General Instructions

If you make a mistake on your ballot or
have a question, ask an election
inspector for help (absentee voters:
contact your municipal clerk).

To vote for a name on the ballot, fill in
the oval next to the name like this:

To vote for a name that is not on the
ballot, write the name on the line
marked “write-in” and fill in the oval
next to the name like this:

Typ:01 Seq:0020 Spl:01

Continue voting at top of next
column.

Continue voting at top of next
column.

Judicial

Justice of the Supreme Court
Vote for 1

Janet C. Protasiewicz

Daniel Kelly

write-in:

Municipal

Town Board Chairperson
Vote for 1

Tom Brown

write-in:

Town Board Supervisor 1
Vote for 1

Alvin Hecht

write-in:

Town Board Supervisor 2
Vote for 1

Kenneth R. Kolzow

write-in:

Town Clerk
Vote for 1

Holly Nyhus

write-in:

Municipal

Town Treasurer
Vote for 1

Francy Braun

write-in:

School District

Barron School District
School Board Member
City of Barron
Vote for 1

Kate Vruwink

write-in:

Barron School District
School Board Member
Hillsdale Area
Vote for 1

Chris Donica

write-in:

Barron School District
School Board Member
Ridgeland Area
Vote for 1

Megan Marion

write-in:

Referendum

To vote in favor of a question, fill in
the oval next to "Yes," like this:

To vote against a question, fill in
the oval next to "No," like this:

Referendum

Statewide

QUESTION 1: "Conditions of
release before conviction. Shall
section 8 (2) of article I of the
constitution be amended to allow a
court to impose on an accused
person being released before
conviction conditions that are
designed to protect the community
from serious harm?"

Yes

No

QUESTION 2: "Cash bail before
conviction. Shall section 8 (2) of
article I of the constitution be
amended to allow a court to impose
cash bail on a person accused of a
violent crime based on the totality
of the circumstances, including the
accused's previous convictions for
a violent crime, the probability that
the accused will fail to appear, the
need to protect the community from
serious harm and prevent witness
intimidation, and potential
affirmative defenses?"

Yes

No

QUESTION 3: "Shall able-bodied,
childless adults be required to look
for work in order to receive
taxpayer-funded welfare benefits?"

Yes

No
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Official Ballot
Nonpartisan Office and

Referendum
April 4, 2023 

for

Barron County

Town of Cumberland
SD Barron
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PLEASE NOTE: The Justice of the Supreme Court contest and Statewide Referenda 
Question(s) will appear on all ballots. The following is a list of municipal and school contests: 

TOWN OF CRYSTAL LAKE
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Craig Nelson
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1
Vote for ONE
Dean Williams
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2
Vote for ONE
Michael Frisinger

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Tom Brown
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1 
Vote for ONE
Alvin Hecht
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2 
Vote for ONE
Kenneth R. Kolzow
TOWN CLERK 
Vote for ONE
Holly Nyhus
TOWN TREASURER 
Vote for ONE
Francy Braun

TOWN OF LAKELAND
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON 
Vote for ONE
Bill Metnik
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 1
Vote for ONE
Jeneene Rydberg
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR 2 
Vote for ONE
Rick Schill
TOWN CONSTABLE 
Vote for not more than TWO
Greg Wiese
Eric Anderson

TOWN OF MAPLE PLAIN    
TOWN BOARD CHAIRPERSON
Vote for ONE
Dale A. Heinecke 
TOWN BOARD SUPERVISOR
Vote for not more than TWO
Kally A. Wagner
Dennis Jenkins

CITY OF CUMBERLAND
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 1   
Vote for ONE
Steve Anderson
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 2   
Vote for ONE
Bill Lussier
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 3   
Vote for ONE
James Schullo
ALDERPERSON DISTRICT 4   
Vote for ONE
Doris Laursen

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF CUMBERLAND
Towns of Almena, Bear Lake, Clinton, Crystal Lake, 
Cumberland, Lakeland, Maple Plain, Stanfold & City 
of Cumberland in Barron County. Town of Johnstown 
& McKinley in Polk County. Town of Roosevelt in 
Burnett County.

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER 
Vote for ONE
Adam M. Skinner
Michael Furseth

NOTICE 
The Common Council of 

the City of Cumberland will 
meet on Wednesday, April 
5, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Cumberland City Hall, 950 
1st Ave., Cumberland, WI 
for a regular meeting. 

City Hall is accessible to 
all persons.  The agenda will 
be posted 24 hours before 
the meeting.  

Kim Rieper
Clerk-Treasurer

City of Cumberland
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on March 29, 2023 

WNAXLP


