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The old apartment complex located on Second Avenue, south of the four corners came down on Monday, De-
cember 12th to make room for expansion of Nilssen’s Foods. Construction for the expansion is scheduled for 
spring of 2024. Over 8,000 square feet of new space is expected leading to expanded groceries, produce and 
much more. The new addition will lend to a better and more pleasant shopping experience. More information 
to come at a later date.

Nilssen’s To Expand!

Over 100 Quilts In 2023!

Pictured are ICP members from left to right, Wendy Hoffmann, Mary DeFoe, Lora O’Hern, Joyce Starks, Deb 
Peterson, Diane O’Connor Carol Krueger, Bobbi Momchilovich and Phyllis Willer.

Cumberland Healthcare 
Announces Retirement of 
Mike Gutsch, CEO 

Mike Gutsch
CUMBERLAND, WI – 

Cumberland Healthcare an-
nounces the retirement of 
Mike Gutsch, Chief Execu-
tive Officer effective Janu-
ary 5th, 2024.
During Mike Gutsch’s 

eleven year tenure, he 
has played a pivotal role 
in Cumberland Health-
care’s transformation in 
the healthcare industry. He 
has been a visionary leader, 
guiding the organization 
through significant growth, 
innovation, and community 
impact. 
Under Mike Gutsch’s 

guidance, Cumberland 
Healthcare has achieved nu-
merous milestones. A few 
of these are: 
•Forming a partnership 

with Cumberland Care and 
Rehab to continue deliver-
ing long-term care services 
to the community.
•Merging the clinic and 

hospital into one integrated 
system.
•Partnering with Mayo to 

develop oncology services 
to Cumberland so residents 
don’t have to travel for 
treatment.
•Employee and patient sat-

isfaction scores continually 
increase.
•Formed a partnership 

with Northlake’s Clinics to 
deliver and expand behav-
ioral health services.
•Transitioned the medical 

staff to replace retiring phy-
sicians.
•New hospital/clinic re-

placement.
“Mike Gutsch has been an 

exceptional leader whose 
dedication, vision, and stra-
tegic initiatives have pro-
pelled Cumberland Health-
care to where it is today. We 
are grateful for his unwaver-
ing commitment to advanc-
ing healthcare, improving 
patient outcomes, and driv-
ing organizational success. 
We wish him the best in his 
well-deserved retirement,” 
said Board President Matt 
Gores.
“It has been an honor to 

lead a great team at Cum-
berland Healthcare, said 
Mike Gutsch. I am proud 
of the dedicated employ-
ees, board and leadership 
at Cumberland Healthcare. 
The future looks bright 
as healthcare continues to 
evolve.”
Mike’s official retirement 

day is January 5th.  He will 
serve as the interim CEO 
until March while Cumber-
land Healthcare waits for 
the new CEO to serve out 
her notice. 
The Cumberland Health-

care team and Governing 
Board sincerely thank Mike 
Gutsch for his outstanding 
leadership and contribu-
tions. We wish him a fulfill-
ing and joyful retirement.

The Island City Piece-
makers recently delivered 
30 quilts plus a number of 
pillowcases and other small 
items to Project Santa 2023.  
In addition to the quilts do-
nated to Project Santa, ICP 
has created over 100 quits 
this year and made dona-
tions to the Cumberland 
Area Food Pantry, Kinship 
of Cumberland and Turtle 
Lake, American Legion, 
Benjamin’s House, Preg-
nancy Center, Light a Leg-
acy, DKG Literacy Project, 
Cumberland Woman’s Club 
Scholarship Auction, to-
tal loss fire victims, Peace 
Quilts for hospice patients 
at Cumberland Care & 
Rehab plus other projects 

throughout Barron County.  
Meetings are held at the 
First Methodist Church in 
Cumberland at 9:00 a.m. 
on the second and fourth 
Wednesdays of the month.  
All quilters are welcome.  
There are no membership 
fees.  ICP has two sales 
each year to fund these proj-
ects:  Rutabaga Craft Fair 
and the Christmas Bazaar 
at the American Legion.  
Please support our Quilt 
Raffle from August to No-
vember.  If you have ques-
tions regarding ICP, contact 
Deb Peterson, President 
(651-230-1905) or Diane 
O’Connor, Vice President 
(715-382-8859). 

Piecemakers Have you 
Covered

City Council Holds December Meeting; Needed 
IT Upgrades Approved 
The Cumberland City 

Common Council met on 
Tuesday, December 5 for its 
regular monthly meeting. 
The agenda and prevous 
minutes were approved as 
were the expenses for the 
month of November in the 
amount of $267,446.54. 
With no one offering public 
comments, the Council im-
mediately tackled the items 
presented for their consent. 
First on the agenda was a 

proposal for needed IT up-
grades and services for the 
city. Mayor Dan Shoemaker 
called current IT status, “An 
infrastructure that could put 
the city at risk because it is 
such an antiquated system.”
A presentation led by 

Ward 2 Alderman Bill Lus-
sier, indicated security, in-
frastructure, and support 
concerns which included 
outdated and unsupported 
servers and software, a lack 
of anti-virus consistency, 
an outdated phone system, 

an absence of a full fire-
wall, and no robust support 
among other issues. This 
led to a Committee decision 
to address both necessary 
upgrades, a stabilization of 
the system, and establish-
ment of on-going support.  
Bids had been gathered for 

these upgrades from four 
companies. After looking 
at upfront cost, on-going 
support, and business ref-
erences, the recommenda-
tion of the Committee was 
to accept the proposal from 
Advanced Technology So-
lutions. Following a brief 
discussion, the Council 
unanimously recommended 
hiring ATS for these much-
needed updates.
Next on the agenda was 

the passing of a change or-
der of $18,375 to Desantis 
Excavating & Underground 
Utilities for their work on 
the Highway 63 Sanitary 
Sewer Replacement project. 
The change came follow-

ing the need to remove a 
30-foot abandoned concrete 
storm sewer pipe and a 4x6 
concrete inlet that were in 
direct conflict with the pro-
posed water main. Not on 
the original bid, the change 
order allowed the project to 
proceed in a timely manner.
The Council also autho-

rized another payment of 
$360,889.80 to DeSantis 
Excavating & Underground 
Utilities for work complet-
ed through October 30 on 
the Carlone East project. 
Consent for payment came 
following a breakdown of 
work done in the categories 
of water, sanitary sewer, 
storm sewer, and street.
The rest of the agenda 

items included the Council 
approving a Barron County 
Board request for payment 
to their Library Trustee 
Representative, paid for by 
the County, approving the 
Utility Manager Employ-
ment Agreement, which 

goes into effect on January 
1, approving 15 names as 
Election inspectors for the 
2024-2025 term, and ap-
proving three operator li-
censes for Ginny’s Amoco.
The evening concluded 

with Committee reports. 
Alderman Tom Goldsmith 
of Public Works gave an 
update on a water reten-
tion issue problem on Hines 
Lakeview Drive, Mayor 
Shoemaker announced that 
the Golf Course will be sub-
mitting monthly records to 
the Clerk for future meeting 
committee reports, Alder-
man Jim Schullo gave up-
dates on work at the airport, 
while the Council asked to 
receive monthly updates 
from the Clerk regarding 
permits given for city proj-
ects. With their work com-
pleted, the meeting was ad-
journed. 

Rice Lake Man Charged With 
Having Explosive Device and 
Drugs Following Traffic Stop
Kyle Faas, 35, of Rice 

Lake, is facing bomb and 
drug related charges follow-
ing a traffic stop on Decem-
ber 5, 2023. 
The criminal complaint 

states that Faas was stopped 
by a sergeant with the Rice 
Lake Police Department, 

when he was seen driving 
a black Audi in Rice Lake 
with a passenger. Faas ac-
knowledged to the officer 
who stopped him he had a 
warrant, and said that his 
license was still revoked 
and he intended to get the 
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.

Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 

For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121    ADVOCATE

THANK  
YOU 
FOR

READING
THE

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1270 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please bring proof of residence and 
ID along with sturdy bags or boxes to carry food.   

Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 
the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
An Equal Opportunity Provider

Help the Cumberland Fire Dept. 

by keeping hydrants clear after 

snowfalls this winter!

Your help would be appreciated.

Be unique!
Try a Flight!

Gift Certificates 
Available!

Romeo Aviation, Inc.
Cumberland Airport

715-554-0454
www.romeoaviation.com

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14: 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 5-7:30 
pm MS Boys BB at St. Croix Falls • 5:45-9:15 pm HS Boys BB at 
Cameron • 7-8:30 pm HS Wrestling home vs Chetek/Prairie Farm
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 5:45-9:15 
pm HS Girls BB  at Chetek/Weyerhaeuser•
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16 : • 8 am - 5 pm: 8th Grade Girls Youth 
Basketball Tournament • 9 am-3 pm HS Wrestling Invite at Osceola• 
1:00 - 3:00 pm CCE: Pickle Ball • 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 18: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 5:30-
7:30 pm MS Girls BB practice • 6:30-9 pm MS Band Concert •
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 19: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickle Ball • 5:45-
9:15 pm HS Boys BB home vs Chetek/Weyerhaeuser • 8-10 pm CCE: 
Adult Co-Ed Volleyball •
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 6-8 
pm CCE: Pickle Ball •

WALK THE HALLS
NO COST FOR THIS GREAT EXERCISE

Don't let rainy/snowy weather keep you from your routine! 
Come walk the halls of Cumberland HS & MS

Please stop at the High School Office or the Cumberland Fitness Center 
(High School) to register for this activity before your first walking session.

TIMES: 6:00-7:30 am or 4:00-7:00 pm
Cumberland High School

We ask that all participants adhere 
to these hours for their safety 
and the safety of our students.

Upcoming Events

C U M B E R L A N D 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

C O M M U N I T Y  E D  O F F E R I N G S
NORDIC WEDNESDAYS 

at Timberland Hills
(1788 Boyd Ln., Barronett, WI  54813)

Ski/Snowshoe 2023–2024 * Wednesdays 1:00 pm 
beginning December 6, 2023 - until Spring meet to 

Cross-Country Ski or Snowshoe with others.
We will meet and break into groups of similar ski ability to enjoy 

the outdoors! All abilities are welcome! Can't ski but Love Winter? 
Bring snowshoes and take  hike.

No Snow? Just Hike...
You will need to bring your own equipment and if you are not a member of 

Timberland Hills Foundation or CASTA bring a little cash for a donation. 
Information: Contact: Mary Kay Burmesch at mkbskis@gmail.com  

Susan Bridger CCE Director, sbrid@csdmail.com, 
715-822-5121 ext. 403

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

 Thursday, Dec. 14
Chicken wrap, chips, baked beans, 

peaches. MS/HS: Pizza.

Friday, Dec. 15
Pizza totchos, broccoli, applesauce. MS/

HS: Garlic cheese bread.

Monday, Dec. 18
Ham and cheese sandwich, chips, car-

rots. 

MS/HS: Garlic cheese bread.

Tuesday, Dec. 19
        Cheese quesadilla, brown rice, corn, 

mandarin oranges. MS/HS: Hamburger 

or cheeseburgerwith fries.

Wednesday, Dec. 20
                CHRISTMAS DINNER: Roast 

turkey with mashed potatoes and gravy, 

cranberries, green beans, pumpkin bar. 

MS/HS: Cheese quesadilla.

Lunch menu includes assorted fresh vegetables, fruit 
and salad bar daily with choice of milk. 

SCHOOL LUNCH

MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

RADIO FREE COMSTOCK 
playing 

Friday, December 15th•6:00 pm
at The Tower House

Follow Us on This 8-Week Wellness Journey
‘ W H E R E  F O O D  M E E TS  FA I T H ’

Two Beginner Sessions Starting

*Wednesdays, beginning January 10th

7:00 am to 7:45 am

St. Anthony Parish Center

OR

*Wednesdays, beginning January 10th

5:30 pm to 6:30 pm

Cumberland Public Library

Let us help you to successfully 
get control of your health!

REGISTER BY JANUARY 3, 2024
This is a one-time charge of $80.00 for all materials and book. 
Contact Mary A. Ricci for Information and/or Registration

715-822-3655 or email at marofc@hotmail.com

Choose the Time & Place that is Most Convenient for you!

Library Column 
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library

Special Events
Saturday, December 30 | 

10:30 am-12:30 pm – Noon 
Year’s Eve Party
Join us for this family fun 

event! There will be games, 
activities, snacks, and a cel-
ebration as the clock strikes 
noon.
Every Week 
Mondays | 9:30 am-12 pm 

- Mahjong 
Tuesdays | 9:30 am - Baby 

& Me 
Wednesdays | 3:30 - 5 pm 

- Choose Your Own Adven-
ture Club 
Thursdays | 9:30 am - 

Storytime 
Fridays | 3:30 - 5 pm - 

Lego Club 
Monthly 
2nd Wed. | 3 pm - Crafter-

noon Club 

2nd Thur. | 4 pm - TSAPL 
Book Club 
4th Mon. | 10 am, 11 am 

& Noon - Tech Training 
4th Tues. | 5:30 pm - 

Ukulele Jam (not Dec) 
Last Fri. | 11 am - Hook 

& Needles Book Club
Call 715-822-2767 or 

stop in for more informa-
tion.
Thomas St. Angelo Public 

Library of Cumberland
1305 2nd Ave Cumber-

land, WI 54829 • 715-822-
2767 • cumberlandpl.org

Noon Year’s Eve Party at 
Thomas St. Angelo Public 
Library
On Saturday, December 30 

from 10:30 am until 12:30 
pm the Thomas St. Angelo 
Public Library of Cumber-
land will celebrate with a 
Noon Year’s Eve Party! 

Let your children welcome 
in the new year at noon in-
stead of midnight! There 
will be games, activities, 
snacks, and a celebration as 
the clock strikes noon.

Reminder to City Residents! 
It is your responsibility to 
keep your mailboxes cleared 
for mail delivery

 City of Cumberland 

RED BARN THEATRE
RICE LAKE, WI • Check out our website at: redbarntheatre-ricelake.com

The Red Barn Theatre 2024 Gift Certificates 
make a perfect Christmas gift. The Red Barn 
Theatre performs 5 great plays each summer.

GIFT CERTIFICATE Available:
* In Rice Lake at Baribeau Implement, Dairy State Bank, Johnson 
Bank, Rice Lake Chamber of Commerce and Saged. Beauty and 

Healing House.
* In Chetek at Ohde Pharmacy

* In Cumberland at Cumberland Federal Bank
* In Spooner at Spooner Outlet

* Or order by phone; please call 715-234-8897
GIFT CERTIFICATE Prices:

* Season Ticket Price: $78.00
* Single Admission: $20.00

* Website: redbarntheatre-ricelake.com

Now Open 

Tuesday thru 

Sunday

Behind the Isle Theatre      www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321

H o u r s :  Tu e s -S u n d a y :  1 0 a m  -  C l o s e
Kitchen Hours: Tues-Thurs: 11am-8pm; 

Friday: 11am-9pm; Saturday: 11am-9pm  
Sunday: 11am - 8pm

• LITE LUNCH • 
S e r ve d  Tu e s d ay  -  Fr id ay

11:00 a m -  2:00 p m
S a n d w i c h e s  •  S l ide rs  •  Wr ap s
PURCHASE 5 lunch specials at $8.99 

and receive the 6th one FREE!

SPECIALS:
Tu e s day •  MEXICAN TUESDAY

We d n e s day •  HUMP DAY BURGERS
T h u rs day •  SLIDERS

Fr iday •  FISH AND CHIPS
S at u rday & S u n day • 

OPEN FACED HOT BEEF SANDWICH
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Northwoods Notebook: Art at the arts center 
— imagine that! by Larry Werner

Artist Angela Nelli gives instruction in the lower level of the Cumberland Arts Cent-
er on “Art Mondays.”

Enrichment Through 
Culture, Cumberland’s arts 
council, was created by a 
group of artists — the kind 
who do paintings and make 
things, like pottery. 

Nine years after its forma-
tion in 1990, ETC brought 
drama and music folks into 
the nonprofit when Cum-
berland Community Theat-
er and the Cumberland Mu-
sic Club joined the visual 
artists at a former Catholic 
church donated by the Rup-
pel family.

Despite its roots in the 
visual arts, there has been 
little of that at the arts center 
in recent years.  A few years 
back, in fact, the ETC board 
got rid of a pottery kiln that 
had been sitting unused in 
the furnace room.

The organization has 
continued to put on Cel-
ebration of the Arts, also 
known as “art in the 
park,” an art fair at Tourist 
Park each June. But in the 
building that is supposed 
to be the center of the arts 
in our town, the activities 
have been plays and con-
certs only. 

Until recently. Until an 
energetic transplant from 
Minneapolis got her hands 
on the center’s lower lev-
el. 

A couple weeks ago, I 
stopped in on a session of 
“Art Mondays,” art class-
es for first through sixth 
graders being conducted 
by Virginia Streitz, who 
moved with her husband, 
Jason, from the big city a 
few years ago when they 
bought Brickyard Pottery 
in Barronett. Also pro-
viding instruction at the 
tables in the basement 
was Angela Nelli, a local 
painter and home-school-
ing mom.

Actually, when I arrived, 
Virginia was upstairs, giv-
ing some of the kids a 
break from the classroom 
with rides on the theater’s 
turntable stage, sort of an 
indoor merry-go-round 

with some kids riding and 
others pushing. A creative 
diversion by a creative 
person.

Soon, those kids re-
turned to the tables down-
stairs, where they were 
all painting away. At ta-
bles where folks sit dur-
ing intermission of plays 
and concerts, where the 
board members sit during 
monthly meetings, where 
people dine when ETC of-
fers dinner theater, there 
were 36 kids painting. 

It warmed the cockles 
of an old man’s heart.

Their parents had re-
sponded to an invitation 
from Streitz, who joined 
the ETC board last spring, 
to register with Cumber-
land Community Educa-
tion for sessions on four 
consecutive Mondays, 
from Nov. 27 to Dec. 18. 
The art classes conducted 
by Streitz and Nelli in-
clude instruction in paint, 
oil pastels, clay and wa-
tercolor. 

There is no charge for 
the art classes, which 
filled up immediately. 
Donations are accepted to 
offset the cost of materials 
and supplies.

This first series of Art 
Mondays was supported 
by a grant from the Nancy 
Ruppel Memorial Fund.

That $10,000 fund 
was provided to ETC by 
Ron Ruppel shortly af-
ter the death of his wife, 
Nancy, with the goal of 
increasing programming 
at the arts center, includ-
ing programs for youth. 
Last spring’s children’s 
play, “Little Women,” was 
funded by a grant from the 
fund, and the art classes 
for children received a 
grant to pay for teachers 
and supplies.

The ETC board is dis-
cussing ways to continue 
the young-artist program 
into 2024. 

In the meantime, those 
of you who attend Friday’s 

Home Again/Hay River 
Sisters Christmas Con-
cert will get to see some 
of the creations from Art 
Mondays. The art works 
will be on display in the 
basement, where ETC will 
be conducting a bake sale 
during intermission.

Seeing those kids paint-
ing took me back many 
years to when my son, 
Zack, was learning to 
paint in the basement of a 
former Catholic Church in 
Lakeville, Minn., where 
we lived at the time. Zack, 
who struggled with atten-
tion issues, found art to 
be a refuge and became a 
metal artist, after attend-
ing an art charter school 
and getting a welding cer-
tificate.

Ann and I had a chance 
to visit the Lakeville 
Area Arts Center a couple 
weeks ago for a bluegrass 
concert.

During intermission, we 
were invited to go to the lower 
level for a sale of paintings, 
pottery, jewelry and other artist 
creations. I asked whether the 
kiln was still being used in the 
arts center basement and was 
told it had been moved next 
door into a former school that 
was now the Lakeville Fine 
Arts Center — studios and gal-
leries. In fact, the woman said, 
there are now five kilns. 

I wouldn’t be surprised if 
Virginia Streitz, a potter as 
well as a painter, tries to get our 
kiln back to conduct classes in 
making pottery.

Lori Bock, president of 
ETC, says she’s pleased with 
Art Mondays program “be-
cause visual arts has been a 
long-neglected piece of ETC’s 
commitment to art in Cumber-
land.”

Streitz said:
“We believe everyone has 

their own unique creative pro-
cess and we are striving to of-
fer a supportive environment 
for kids to discover what theirs 
looks like.”

Larry Werner’s email is 
lhwerner47@gmail.com.

Art Mondays!
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**Prices and product availability subject to change****Prices and product availability subject to change**

Lodge Hours: Lodge Hours: Monday - Thursday: • 8 am - 8 pm • Monday - Thursday: • 8 am - 8 pm • 
Friday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sat: 8 am - 8 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pmFriday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sat: 8 am - 8 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm

BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • 715-822-8741 BEER • WINE • LIQUOR • 715-822-8741 
facebook.com/louieslodge facebook.com/louieslodge 

Mixers • Soda • Cigars Mixers • Soda • Cigars 
Cigarettes • Ice • Bait Cigarettes • Ice • Bait 

 Meats • Snacks Meats • Snacks

Louie’sLouie’s  
Finer MeatsFiner Meats
2025 Superior Ave. 2025 Superior Ave. (Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI 54829(Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-4728715-822-4728���ZZZ�ORXLHVÀQHUPHDWV�FRP���ZZZ�ORXLHVÀQHUPHDWV�FRP

Open to serve you: M-TH: 8 am-6 pmOpen to serve you: M-TH: 8 am-6 pm
Fri: 8 am-7 pm • Sat: 8 am-6 pm • Sun: 10 am-4 pmFri: 8 am-7 pm • Sat: 8 am-6 pm • Sun: 10 am-4 pm

Specials good throughSpecials good through
 DECEMBER 12 - 31 DECEMBER 12 - 31

2021 
Best Meat Market 
in Barron County!

MORE HAM!MORE HAM!
Cook’s Brand Center-Cut Ham Steak $2.99 lb
Deli Black Forest Ham $4.99 lb
Deli Honey Ham $4.99 lb
Boiled Ham $3.99 lb
Ham and Cheddar Snack Sticks $6.99 lb SELECT PORK - U.S. CHOICE SELECT PORK - U.S. CHOICE 

BEEF - GRADE A POULTRY!BEEF - GRADE A POULTRY!
Boneless Rolled Sirloin Tip Roast $4.99 lb
Boneless Manhattan-Style NY Strip Roast
   (Regular or Seasoned) $12.99 lb
Boneless New York Strip Steak $13.99 lb
Grade A Turkeys - assorted Sizes $1.79 lb
Grade Boneless Skinless Chicken Breast $3.99 lb
Boneless Rolled Pork Loin Roast $3.99 lb
%RQHOHVV�,RZD�RU�%XWWHUÁ\�3RUN�&KRSV� ������OE
Louie’s Stuffed Pork Chops $4.99 lb
Louie’s Smoked Ribs $4.99 lb
Louie’s Smoked Pork Chops $4.99 lb

GRAND CHAMPION GRAND CHAMPION HAMS!HAMS!
STATE-NATIONAL-STATE FAIR-

INTERNATIONAL GOLD!!
Smoked Hams • Whole or Half $3.29 lb 
Smoked Boneless Pit Ham  $4.99 lb 

AWARD WINNING SAUSAGE!AWARD WINNING SAUSAGE!
Louie’s Fresh Italian Sausage! $3.99 lb 
     Regular or Hot
Louie’s Fresh German Sausage $3.99 lb
Louie’s Fresh Traditional Bratwurst  $3.99 lb 
Louie’s Fresh Wisconsin Bratwurst
   (W/Cranberries, Cheddar, Maple & Honey) $3.99 lb
Louie’s Christmas Smoked Kielbasa  $3.99 lb
Louie’s Cotto Salami $4.99 lb
NEW! Louie’s Chicken Wild Rice Soup Brats $3.99 lb
PIZZA TIME!PIZZA TIME!
Wisconsin Mozzarella Cheese $3.99 lb
Louie’s Pizza Sausage $2.99 lb
Pizza Crusts (Thin or Rolled Edge)  $1.00 ea 
Slicing Pepperoni $6.99 lb
Canadian Bacon $6.99 lb 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!  
from the Gang at Louie’s & Louie’s Lodge!!from the Gang at Louie’s & Louie’s Lodge!!

WISCONSIN CHEESE!WISCONSIN CHEESE!
ALL North Country Cheese Spreads $3.99 ea
Colby Longhorn $3.99 lb
CoJack Longhorn $3.99 lb
Salami Cheese  $3.99 lb
Onion Cheese $3.99 lb

Louie’s Holiday Hours: Louie’s Holiday Hours: 
F r i d a y,  D e c .  2 2  •  8  a m  -  7  p mF r i d a y,  D e c .  2 2  •  8  a m  -  7  p m

S a t u r d a y,  D e c .  2 3  •  8  a m  -  6  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c .  2 3  •  8  a m  -  6  p m
S u n d a y,  D e c .  2 4  •  9  a m  -  3  p mS u n d a y,  D e c .  2 4  •  9  a m  -  3  p m

M o n d a y,  D e c .  2 5  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  D e c .  2 5  •  C L O S E D
 F r i d a y,  D e c .  2 9  •  8  a m  -  7  p m F r i d a y,  D e c .  2 9  •  8  a m  -  7  p m

S a t u r d a y,  D e c .  3 0  •  8  a m  -  6  p mS a t u r d a y,  D e c .  3 0  •  8  a m  -  6  p m
 S u n d a y,  D e c .  3 1  •  9  a m  -  3  p m S u n d a y,  D e c .  3 1  •  9  a m  -  3  p m

M o n d a y,  J a n .  1  •  C L O S E DM o n d a y,  J a n .  1  •  C L O S E D

SEAFOODSEAFOOD!!
Raw Tail-On Shrimp - 26/30 Ct $9.99 lb
14/16 Ct. Scallops - 1# bag $17.99
Awesome Shrimp - 2# bag $29.99

Red Wild Caught - U/15 size

HOLIDAY NOGS now here!

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY FARE TODAY! ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY FARE TODAY! 
Hams • Poultry • Roasts • Steaks • Fresh Oysters Hams • Poultry • Roasts • Steaks • Fresh Oysters 

�/XWHÀVN���6DOWHG�&RG���6PRNHG�)LVK���3LFNOHG�+HUULQJ��/XWHÀVN���6DOWHG�&RG���6PRNHG�)LVK���3LFNOHG�+HUULQJ�
• Meat & Cheese Trays • Lefse • Jerky •Cookies • Cakes • Meat & Cheese Trays • Lefse • Jerky •Cookies • Cakes 

��*LIW�%R[HV�	�*LIW�&HUWLÀFDWHV����*LIW�%R[HV�	�*LIW�&HUWLÀFDWHV��

Buy Any New Glarus 24 paks & 
Get a Free Pkg of Louie’s New Glarus Bratwurst 

w/Blueberry and Raspberry Tart Beer!!

Louie’s Lodge Holiday Hours: Louie’s Lodge Holiday Hours: 
Friday, Dec 22  8 am - 9 pm •Saturday, Dec 23 8 am - 8 pm •Sunday, Dec 24 9 am-3 pm •Monday, Dec 25 CLOSED•Friday, Friday, Dec 22  8 am - 9 pm •Saturday, Dec 23 8 am - 8 pm •Sunday, Dec 24 9 am-3 pm •Monday, Dec 25 CLOSED•Friday, 
Dec 29 8 am - 9 pm •Saturday, Dec 30 8 am - 8 pm •Sunday, Dec 31 9 am-5 pm •Monday, Jan 1 10 am - 1 pmDec 29 8 am - 9 pm •Saturday, Dec 30 8 am - 8 pm •Sunday, Dec 31 9 am-5 pm •Monday, Jan 1 10 am - 1 pm

24 Paks - Save $2.00! CHOOSE FROM:
COOR’S LIGHT - MIC GOLDEN LIGHT - BUD LIGHT - 

MILLER LITE - MILLER 64 - MGD
LEINIES CRAFT - 12 PAKS - $13.99

NEW BOOK!! Available in a Week!

*A Great  Chris tmas  Gif t*

Cumberland Fire Department December Safety 
Tip of the Month 
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Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“To cure EV ‘range anxiety,’ Wisconsin must fix charger problems”
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will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
2:00 p.m. on 
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MADISON, Wis. – It 
wasn’t so long ago that peo-
ple who wanted an electric 
vehicle of some sort had to 
wait for factories to catch 
up with the backlog. To-
day, potential buyers 
are much more likely to 
find EV cars and pickup 
trucks sitting on dealers’ 
lots, waiting for a buyer.
 While EV sales are still 

growing faster than any 
other major automobile 
category in the United 
States, demand is slack-
ening to the point that 
General Motors, Ford 
Motor and Tesla are re-
thinking how quickly 
they retool factories to 
produce them.
 Producers are grap-

pling with supply chain 
issues and competition 
within their own ranks, 
while consumers are 
flinching at price, eyeing 
tumbling gasoline prices 
and pushing back at the 
perception they are be-
ing forced to buy EVs 
by federal and state poli-
cies. As one EV industry 
expert told me: “Peo-
ple don’t like being told 
what to do.”
 The biggest consumer 

worry is “range anxi-
ety,” the fear of not be-
ing able to find charging 
stations when they need 
them – and that work as 

advertised – while on 
road trips. A bill that will 
be introduced soon in 
the Wisconsin Legisla-
ture could help to change 
that.
 State law restricts who 

can install charging sta-
tions. At present, only 
public utilities can bill 
people for how much 
electricity they draw 
when they plug in. The 
bill awaiting formal in-
troduction would allow 
private businesses to sell 
electricity by the kilo-
watt hour without having 
to be considered a “pub-
lic utility.”
 The bill’s sponsors, 

Sen. Howard Marklein, 
R-Spring Green, and 
Rep. Nancy VanderMeer, 
R-Tomah, have a second-
ary goal: Making sure 
Wisconsin is eligible for 
$78.6 million in federal 
funding through the Na-
tional Electric Vehicle 
Infrastructure program. 
Because federal rules re-
quire participating states 
to allow the kilowatt-
hour billing approach, 
Wisconsin could forfeit 
its share of the money if 
state law isn’t clarified 
by March.
 Even if federal dollars 

help with Wisconsin’s 
rollout of public sta-
tions, there is plenty of 

room for private capi-
tal. A change in the law 
could help boost such 
investment, especially 
in locations such as con-
venience stores that are 
natural places to stop and 
juice up your EV for an 
hour or so. Charging by 
“parking time” at exist-
ing commercial stations 
is how some vendors get 
around current law.
 Because not all charg-

ing stations are created 
equal, people may want 
to pay more for faster 
charging. More invest-
ment might also increase 
the reliability of charg-
ing stations, which some 
EV drivers find out of or-
der when they need them 
most.
 Similar legislation 

failed to pass in previous 
sessions. Some utilities 
had concerns about what 
they viewed as a fun-
damental change in the 
public-benefit compact 
that incented them to in-
vest in energy generation 
for all. There were con-
cerns in the past about 
how municipal charg-
ing stations are owed or 
leased. Also, the rise of 
renewable energy sourc-
es that may be “off the 
grid” is part of the pic-
ture.
 It remains to be seen if 

the wrinkles are ironed 
out in time, but it’s clear 
Wisconsin lags in per 
capita EV registrations 
and charging stations – 
generally falling in the 
lowest quartile of the 50 
states. That is despite the 
fact Wisconsin ranks in 
the top half in total land 
area. There can make for 
some long, lonely drives 
in Wisconsin for EV 
owners.
 It may explain why 

some new car owners are 
hedging their bets and 
buying hybrid vehicles, 
which combine electric 
propulsion with internal 
combustion engines. Na-
tionally, sales growth for 
hybrids has been higher 
than EV and convention-
al ICE.
 Wisconsin has the po-

tential to emerge as a 
center for production of 
EVs and related equip-
ment, in large part be-
cause of existing manu-
facturing expertise and 
companies that know 
how to build batteries 
and charging systems 
of all sizes. It would be a 
shame its drivers felt “range 
limited” in their own state.
 Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
December 18, 2013

Larry Severson accepted 
a plaque in recognition 
of his 27 years of service 
to the City of Cumber-
land last Thursday after-
noon at City Hall. Public 
Works  D i r ec to r  Ke i th 
Hardie and Mayor Tom 
M y s i c a  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
plaque to Larry. 

Staff of Cumberland 
Healthcare donated more 
than 1,800 items to the 
Cumberland Food Pan-
t ry-enough to  f i l l  two 
full-sized trucks and a 
van. 

       20 Years Ago
December 17, 2003

Arrington’s Inn Trav-
eler Magazine has named 
Canyon Road Inn in Tur-
tle Lake one of  the Top 
1 0  B  &  B ’s  i n  N o r t h 
America in the “Rest and 
Relaxation” category of 
their annual contest. This 
is their 3rd award in three 
years .  In  the  previous 
years they were named 
“Best For All Seasons” 
and “Best Customer Ser-
vice.” 

Middle  School  S tu-
dents of the Month were: 
Maryssa Whitman, Caris-
sa Mathison, Sarah Moss, 
Louie  Van Erp ,  Brock 
Grewe ,  Chad  Co l l in s , 
Sa rah  Ha l l  and  Lyd ia 
Bozych.

       30 Years Ago
December 15, 1993

As time change, old 
habits and customs die 
hard but Comstock resi-
dents are facing the pos-

sibility of a major change 
in their community. Post-
a l  cus tomers  were  in -
formed by a letter that 
the United States Postal 
Serv ice   tha t  poss ib le 
p roposed  change  may 
be happening. The Com-
stock Post Office may be 
closing their doors. There 
will be a meting at the 
Town Hall on January 14.

40 Years Ago
      December 14, 1983
A recently published 

cookbook includes a rec-
ipe from Maggie Wickre, 
of Cumberland. Wickre’s 
Mar ina ted  Mushrooms 
recipe is one of the 185 
recipes included in the 
cookbook, “Our House to 
Yours.” The cookbook is 
a fundraising effort coor-
dinated by the campaign 
committee of Congress-
man Steven Gunderson.

Preliminary deer har-
v e s t  t o t a l s  s h o w  t h a t 
in the DNR 12 County 
Northwest District,  the 
deer harvest was down 
19% from last year. To 
da te ,  23 ,889  der  have 
been tallied by the De-
par tment  compared  to 
29,595 a year ago. 

      50 Years Ago 
  December 17, 1973
The Eagle Scout Court 

of  Honor  was  he ld  on 
Sunday with three local  
boys receiving the cov-
eted award. They were 
Te r ry  Nesvo ld ,  Dav id 
Wilhelm, and Tom Wasi-
l enky.  The  even t  a l so 
marked  the  end  o f  25 
years for Dr. Gordon H. 

Toftness, Scoutmaster of 
Troop 24. In that time, 
35  boys  have  a t ta ined 
the rank of Eagle Scout 
under his leadership.

Mayor Albert Skinner 
said that it is ok to use 
lights on your Christmas 
trees and outdoor deco-
rations. Whoever wants 
to do so, can use lights 
for decorating from De-
cember 17 to December 
28, because of the fuel 
shortage.

     60 Years Ago
  December 19, 1963
For  the second time 

in recent weeks, the Twin 
Pine Tavern, located west 
of the city on Highway 
48, was burglarized on 
December 10. A consider-
able amount of merchan-
dise was taken, which in-
cluded cigarettes, cigars, 
candy beer and a small 
amount of cash.

Dennis Crawford, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Craw-
ford, Cumberland, recently 
completed basic training at 
Lackland AFB, Texas and 
was promoted to Airman 
Third Class.

     80 Years Ago 
December 16, 1943

The colder weather we 
are having, is the reason the 
fire department has been 
called out twice in the last 
few days. On Sunday, an 
over heated furnace at the 
W.C. Gilbert residence 
caused an alarm but no dam-
age, and on Wednesday a fire 
of an unknown origin did 
some damage to the James 
Denham residence. 

WEATHERWEATHER
  2023

Date  Hi    Lo  Pre.  Snow
12/05 30  25  .09  1.0
12/06 31  20  .00   0.0
12/07 37  22  .00   0.0
12/08 47  23  .00   0.0
12/09 43  29  .00   0.0
12/10 35  17   .10 0.7
12/11 19  17 .00 0.0

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 hours and 

are provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

I want to start out by saying WOW! The fund-
raiser at the Corner Bar for Cumberland Firefight-
er Sean Schullo who lost his home to a fire was 
a huge success. I’ve said it before, but it’s worth 
repeating, Cumberland is such a generous com-
munity. It never seems to fail. The community 
supports like no other. I was talking to Fire Chief 
Rick Sebens on Tuesday morning and he said he 
had a call from a fire department/EMT depart-
ment from Northern Minnesota inquiring how our 
department runs the annual Fourth of July Pan-
cake Breakfast. They got word way up there how 
successful our annual event is. Just an example of 
Cumberland’s community support!

-0-
Happening this coming weekend. ETC presents 

a Christmas Concert and Bake Sale featuring the 
bands Home Again and the Hay River Sisters, this 
Friday, December 15th at 7 pm. There will be all 
sorts of goodies and great music. There will be a 
free-will-offering. Should be a fun night! On Sun-
day, December 17th, Santa Claus is coming to the 
Corner Bar starting at noon. Stop by for a visit 
and a photo! The Corner is presenting a free kids 
buffet.

-0-
From all accounts, the  turnout was good at the 

Sons of the American Legion Ice Fishing Tourna-
ment and Lunch with Santa. Both took place at 
the Legion. Money was raised for the Cumber-
land Fire Department, Barron County K9 and the 
Legion. More Cumberland support!

-0-
Well we finally got a little snow. It sure made 

things brighter. We still have a long ways to go, 
but at least it looks good. Ice angler’s continue 
to get out in certain areas and the reports I have 
heard have been good. Please be careful out  there.

-0-
The Vikes won a football game on Sunday 

by a score of 3-0. The Minnesota Wild won the 
same day by the same score. Now that’s crazy. 
The Packers dropped a Monday night game in 
which they didn’t play very well against a poor 
NY Giants team. Such is life when you have such 
a young team. Good one week not so much the 
next. Have a great week!

Reminder to City Residents! 
It is your responsibility to 
keep your mailboxes cleared 
for mail delivery

 City of Cumberland 

‘Tis the Season Support Your 
Friends and
Neighbors

 SHOP CUMBERLAND
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Slippery roads this past weekend resulted in multiple 
people sliding in the ditch. This accident happened on 
Highway H and 3 1/2 Street.

“Let Our Family Help Yours”

Lars H. Loberg Robert L. Loberg Jens H. Loberg

Family Law • Estate Planning
Real Estate • Personal Injury

Criminal Law  • OWI
715-273-5072

1397 Second Ave. • Cumberland
Sharing Office Space with Lakes Title

loberglawoffice.com
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WINTER 
PARKING

REGULATIONS
There will be no 
parking on any 

city street 
between the 

hours of 2:30 
a.m. and 6:00 

a.m. on any day 
between 

November 1 
through April 1. 
Violators may be 

ticketed or 
towed.

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Meghan M. Lindgren, 

37, Rice Lake, OWI, 
$1,429.00. Boone M. 
Blaschko, 24, Fairbault, 
MN., speedometer viola-
tions, $175.30. Brian S. 
Claudnic, 46, Cameron, 
operate vehicle without 
securely fastened logs, 
$200.50. Brooke M. Erick-
son, 28, Cadott, speeding, 
$200.50. Lucas J. Hanson, 
36, Cameron, speeding, 
$250.90. Misti J. Homme, 
47, Winter, refuse to take 
test for intoxication af-
ter arrest, $50.00. Geof-
frey L. Kindle, 34, Rice 
Lake, operating a motor 
vehicle without insur-
ance, $200.50. Alden L. 
Martin, 32, Rice Lake, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Cameron R. Phil-
lips, 25, Altoona, speeding, 
$200.50. Eric J. Richter, 
45, Cameron, speeding, 
$225.70. Triple V. Farms 
LLC., Barron, violation of 
seasonal crop weight lim-
its, $775.50. Alexander W. 
Webb, 33, Elmhurst, IL., 
OWI, $811.50.

     Complaints 
Lilliona S. Wickware, 

23, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession of 
marijuana. Her court date is 
scheduled for January 10, 
2024.
Ryan J. Klobertanz, 17, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with underage drinking. His 
court date is scheduled for 
January 24, 2024.
Jonathan J. Kauffman, 

29, of Barronett, has been 
charged with illegal load-
ed firearm (not handgun) 
in motorized vehicle. His 
court date is scheduled for 
January 17, 2024.
Stevn L. Marik, 51, of 

Clear Lake, has been 
charged with deposit or 
discharge solid waste on 
public or private property. 
His court date is sched-
uled for January 17, 2024.
Scott A. Romportl, 54, 

of Barronett, has been 
charged with disorderly 
conduct. His court date is 
scheduled for January 10, 
2024.
Richard J. Hodges, 56, of 

Bruce, has been charged 
with possession of drug 
paraphernalia. His court 
appearance was scheduled 
for December 6, 2023.
Devyn J. Sandstrom, 20, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession 
of drug paraphernalia and 
possession of marijuana. 
His court date is sched-
uled for March 6, 2024.

Criminal
Complaints

 Hunter A. Dushinkse, 
35, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with OWI, resist-
ing or obstructing an of-
ficer, possession of THC 
and possession of drug 

paraphernalia. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
was scheduled for Decem-
ber 7, 2023.
Cayla R. Wirkus-John-

son, 21, of Port Charlotte, 
FL., has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and domestic abuse. Her 
adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for De-
cember 27, 2023.
Timothy B. Drackert, 61, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with disorderly 
conduct. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
December 20, 2023.
Brian M. Botelho, 31, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and domestic abuse. His 
adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for De-
cember 27, 2023.
Cherie A. Miller, 29, 

of Hayward, has been 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine, 
repeater and possession 
of narcotic drugs. Her 
preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for December 
12, 2023.
Charles S. Elm, 49, of 

De Pere, has been charged 
with possession of THC, 
and carrying a concealed 
knife. His adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled 
for December 8, 2023.
Donald E. Springer, 

60, of Chetek, has been 
charged with knowingly 
violate a domestic abuse 
order. His adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled 
for December 7, 2023.
Ivan A. Rodriguez, 52, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with knowingly 
violate a domestic abuse 
order. His preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for 
December 15, 2023.
Levi D. Lauritsen, 44, of 

Wheeler, has been charged 
with operating a motor 
vehicle while under the 
influence-10th and subse-
quent offense and operate 
a motor vehicle while re-
voked. 
A deputy with the Bar-

ron County Sheriff’s 
Department, reports on 
December 1, 2023, at ap-
proximately 3:18 am, he 
was dispatched to a  tres-
passing complaint at the 
address of 1482 1 1/2 Av-
enue, in the village of Dal-
las. The property owner 
who called 911 lives in 
California, but was able to 
see a truck in his driveway 
that did not belong there 
when viewing video from 
a surveillance camera on 
his property.
The deputy reports he re-

sponded to the call driving 
his patrol vehicle south 
on State Highway 25 and 
then east onto County 
Highway A. After he 
turned onto County High-
way A, the deputy reports 
he observed a truck parked 
with its lights off in the 
westbound lane of County 
Highway A. The deputy 
reports that, as he drove 

past the truck, he observed 
a male subject in the driv-
er’s seat who appeared to 
be passed out at the steer-
ing wheel. 
The deputy reports he 

pulled behind the truck. 
The deputy initially ap-
proached the passenger 
side of the  truck. The 
deputy observed the male 
subject was breathing. The 
deputy observed an open 
can of beer in the cuphold-
er next to the male subject, 
along with one unopened 
can of beer.
The deputy reports he 

knocked repeatedly on 
the passenger window 
and shined his flashlight 
at the male subject. The 
male subject did not wake 
up. The deputy then went 
to the driver’s side of the 
truck and knocked repeat-
edly on the driver’s win-
dow until the male subject 
woke up.
The deputy reports the 

male subject opened the 
driver’s door. The deputy 
observed the keys to the 
truck were in the ignition 
and there were no other 
occupants in the truck.
The deputy reports he 

identified the male sub-
ject, as the defendant, 
Lauritsen. The deputy ran 
the vehicle’s registration 
and received return infor-
mation that Lauritsen is 
the registered owner of the 
vehicle. 
The deputy reports he 

smelled a very strong 
odor of intoxicants com-
ing from the vehicle. Lau-
ritsen admitted he was 
drinking. The deputy re-
ports he asked Lauritsen 
if there was anyone else 
in the truck with him and 
Lauritsen answered there 
was not.
The deputy reports he 

asked Lauritsen to exit the 
vehicle. The deputy ob-
served Lauritsen was un-
steady on his feet when he 
exited the truck. Lauritsen 
was confused and unaware 
of where he was. While 
speaking with Lauritsen, 
the deputy reports he 
smelled a strong odor of 
intoxicants coming from 
Lauritsen.
The deputy reports that, 

due to the cold outside 
temperature, he asked 
Lauritsen to perform stan-
dardized field sobriety 
tests inside the Barron 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment garage rather than 
outside in the cold. Laurit-
sen agreed.
The deputy reports he 

transported Lauritsen to 
the Barron County Sher-
iff’s garage. When out in 
the garage, the deputy re-
ports he again spoke with 
Lauritsen. The deputy re-
ports Lauritsen had glassy, 
bloodshot eyes. Lauritsen 
refused to perform stan-
dardized field sobriety 
testing. Lauritsen also re-
fused a preliminary breath 
test. The deputy reports he 

then placed Lauritsen un-
der arrest for OWI.
The deputy reports he 

transported Lauritsen to a 
nearby hospital where, af-
ter obtaining a search war-
rant for Lauritsen’s blood, 
a lab tech collected a blood 
sample from Lauritsen. The 
sample was sent to the Wis-
consin State Lab of Hygiene 
for analysis. 
If convicted for operating 

a motor vehicle while under 
the influence-10th offense, 
Lauritsen may be fined not 
more than $50,000 or im-
prisoned not more than 15 
years or both. For operat-
ing a motor vehicle while 
revoked, he may be fined 
not more than $2,500 or im-
prisoned not more than one 
year or both. His preliminary 
hearing was held on Decem-
ber 8, 2023.

One Vehicle Rollover in Burnett 
County Results in Fatality
On December 6, 2023 

at approximately 2 p.m. 
Burnett County Dispatch 
received a call of a one ve-
hicle crash near the inter-
section of County Road C 
and Devils Lake Road in the 
Town of Oakland.
Law Enforcement, Am-

bulance and Fire Services 
responded. Upon arrival 
law enforcement observed a 
vehicle that had rolled and 
come to rest on the passen-
ger side. A male was partial-
ly ejected from the vehicle.
It appears the vehicle 

was travelling eastbound 
on Devils Lake Road and 
failed to negotiate a curve 
causing the vehicle to roll.
The lone occupant of the 

vehicle, Brandon Peer, 38, 
of Webster, was pronounced 
deceased at the scene. The 
occupant’s dog was found 
by first responders near the 
scene and was transported 
to the Burnett County Hu-
mane Society.
The Burnett County Sher-

iff’s Office would like 
to thank the Siren Police 
Department, North Am-
bulance, Webster Fire De-
partment and the Burnett 
County Medical Examin-
er’s Office for their assis-
tance.
This case is still under in-

vestigation and no further 
details will be released at 
this time.

Sheriff Tracy Finch

Clayton Man Charged with 
Sexual Assault of a Child 
under the Age of 16
Brent Graber, 40, of Clay-

ton, has been accused of 
sexually assaulting a minor 
victim under the age 16.
In November 2023, the 

Polk County Sheriff’s Of-
fice received informa-
tion about a possible child 
sexual assault occurring in 
Polk County. An individual 
contacted Polk County Dis-
patch and reported that a 
minor victim under the age 
of 16 was in fear for their 
safety due to sexual advanc-
es being made to them by 
Graber.
A Polk County Deputy 

contacted the reporter and 
confirmed that the mi-
nor victim was in a safe 
place with a safe person. 
The deputy conducted an 
interview with the victim 
and came to learn that 
Graber had access to the 
minor victim regularly. 
According to the crim-

inal complaint filed 
against Graber, it states 
that he would watch the 
minor victim change 
clothes through cracks 
in door openings and 
through holes in the 
walls of buildings where 
the contact was occur-
ring.
During a forensic inter-

view with the minor vic-
tim, authorities learned 
that Graber started to be-
come “touchy” when the 
minor victim was around 
10 years old. During this 
time period, is when 
the victim first noticed 
Graber watching them 
changing.
Graber gave the victim 

money, called them his 
“Sugar Baby”, grobed 
them, and asked to en-
gage in oral sexual ac-
tivities. 
The criminal complaint 

goes on to say that au-
thorities learned that in 
the days just before the 

sheriff ’s office received 
the report, Graber had 
allegedly kicked in a 
door to gain access to the 
minor victim while they 
were changing. The com-
plaint also describes that 
Graber appeared very in-
tense and angry during 
this exchange, and the 
minor victim was fright-
ened that he was going to 
hit them.
After the forensic in-

terview was completed, 
law enforcement went 
to Graber’s residence. A 
male came to the door 
and identified himself 
verbally as Graber. When 
an officer asked to speak 
with Graber, he asked 
the officer what it was 
about, and then said he 
wanted an attorney be-
fore speaking with law 
enforcement. Graber was 
placed under arrest and 
transported to jail.
Graber is charged in 

Polk County Circuit 
Court with Class C Fel-
ony 2nd Degree Sexual 
Assault of a Child under 
16 years of age, Class C 
Felony Trafficking of a 
child, and Class D Felo-
ny Child Enticement.
On December 1, 2023, 

Graber appeared while 
in custody for a bond 
hearing. Polk County 
District Attorney Jeffrey 
Kemp requested that the 
court place Graber on a 
$5,000 cash bond, and 
Honorable James Krupa 
granted that request. The 
bond was posted later 
that same day. 
On December 8, 2023, 

Graber appeared for a 
preliminary examination 
hearing. The Honorable 
Daniel Tolan found prob-
able cause to bind the charg-
es against Graber over for 
trial. Graber is scheduled to 
appear again in January. 

Thinking about shopping?
Think CUMBERLAND!
Give our local merchants
a chance before heading

out somewhere else!
You may be surprised

what you’ll find!
You’ll love SHOPPING

CUMBERLAND

Slippery Roads!
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Sports Beavers Top Bears!

The Beavers Alex Effertz faces a tough Barron defense Friday night on John Schell Court in Cumberland. Cum-
berland beat the Bears 65-54. Photo by Jess Olson.

Three time State Champion Dawson Johnson is off to a great start again this season. Johnson is undefeated on 
the year after going 5-0 at Wisconsin Dells this past weekend. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Jack Chafer had an excellent weekend at the Dells Duals going a perfect 5-0. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Cumberland girls from left Raegan Beecroft, Kaylee Jackson, Macy Beecroft  and Alora Garibaldi along with the 
rest of the team continue to put forth a great effort while dealing with a very short bench. Webster took home 
the road win. Photo by Brooklynn Tschirhart.

Boys Basketball Team Splits 
Pair of HON Contests
The Cumberland Boy’s 

Basketball Team split a pair 
of Conference games last 
week, dropping a 56-49 
road game at Ashland on 
Tuesday, before rebounding 
with a 65-54 home victory 
on Friday night against the 
Barron Bears. The team’s 
record stands at 2 and 1 as 
they enter a 7:00 pm Thurs-
day night match-up against 
the Cameron Comets in 
Cameron. The Comets are 
currently undefeated with a 
record of 4 and 0.
The Beavers battled 

against the Oredockers last 
Tuesday before falling short 
of victory. The game was 
close statistically, but the 
scoreboard showed an Ash-
land victory at the end of the 
contest.
Chayden Berghammer had 

a nice game for Coach Brian 
Dutton with 17 points, in-
cluding three from beyond 
the arc. Gavin Gores added 
24 points and a team-lead-
ing 15 rebounds, while Troy 
Majewski contributed a 
team-high five assists. Ash-
land guard Haydin LaPlavy 
was the biggest thorn in the 
side of the Beavers with 20 
points, including five treys. 
The Beavers were deter-

mined not to have a second 
straight loss in front of their 
home crowd on Friday night 
against the Barron Bears. It 
took a comeback, however, 
as Cumberland trailed 35-
27 at the intermission and 
38-27 early in the second 

half.
From this point in the 

game, the Beavers went 
on a tear by outscoring the 
Bears 38 to 16 over the rest 
of the contest on the way to 
a 65-54 victory.
Cumberland showed pa-

tience against the Barron 
zone defense, hitting a num-
ber of outside shots, while 
also getting the ball inside 
for several Gores dunks. 
It was a great 18 minutes 
of basketball as the Bea-
vers picked up their second 
HON victory, while drop-
ping Barron to 1 and 4.
Gores had another big 

night with a strong display 
of work around the basket, 
finishing with 26 points and 
12 rebounds. He ended the 
game making 12 of his 16 
shots.
Uriah Johnson added a 

nice game with five assists 
and 13 points, including 
three from beyond the arc, 
while Berghammer also hit 
three treys for nine points. 
Sophomore Troy Majew-
ski added nine points, five 
rebounds, and a pair of as-
sists.
Following Thursday’s con-

test against Cameron, the 
Beavers look to continue 
their strong start to the sea-
son when they return to El-
mer Beran Gymnasium next 
Tuesday, December 19, for 
a 7:00 contest against the 1 
and 2 Chetek-Weyerhaeuser 
Bulldogs.

Wrestlers Have Successful 
Trip to the Dells; Home Match 
This Thursday
The Cumberland Wres-

tling Team continued the 
fine start to their season by 
going 4 and 1 in Saturday’s 
Wisconsin Dells Tourna-
ment to finish the 32-team 
field in ninth place over-
all. Prairie du Chien won 
the Tournament by defeat-
ing runner-up Iowa Grant/
Highland by a thrilling 33-
32 score. The Beavers only 
dual loss was a 43-36 loss 
to Shiocton, who finished 
eighth overall.
The Beavers ended their 

duals with Dawson John-
son, Braden Johnson, and 
Jack Chafer all going 5 and 
0 on the day. Logan Peter-
son, Caleb Hile, DauTre 
Allen, and Jack Owens, 
meanwhile, each went 4 and 
1. “We lost an early close 
match to Shiocton and came 
all the way back to ninth 
place. It was a great effort 
by our wrestlers,” said Head 
Coach Justin Peterson.
The Beavers four victories 

came by a 57-23 margin 
over Evansville, 50-30 over 
DC Everest, 38-33 over 
G.E.T/Melrose-Mindoro, 
and a 63-15 win over Whit-
nall/Greendale. They came 
back from a 28-12 deficit 
to nearly defeat Shiocton in 
their only loss.
Cumberland’s most ex-

citing match came against 
GET/Melrose-Mindoro, a 
team they trailed 33-32 go-
ing into the last match, a 
126-pound battle between 
the Beavers Noah Hile and 
Gunnar Kremer. Hile rose 
to the occasion with a pin in 
1:26, giving the Beavers a 
big team victory.
Three-time State Cham-

pion Dawson Johnson 
dominated his opponents in 
his five victories with four 

quick pins and a 15-0 tech 
fall. Brother Braden was 
equally impressive getting a 
forfeit, three pins, and a 9-5 
decision over Kolton Koss 
of GET/Melrose-Mindoro. 
Jack Chafer completed the 
Beavers trifecta of unde-
feated wrestlers with five 
pins, the longest of which 
took 3:23. Each of the three 
showed they are among the 
top wrestlers in their weight 
classes in the state.
Logan Peterson’s only 

loss on the day was by 
pin to Shiocton’s Jordan 
Jahnke, Caleb Hile had 
three pins and a decision at 
113-pounds with his only 
loss by pin to Koda Purney 
of GET/Melrose-Mindoro, 
Jack Owens rebounded 
from a close 4-2 loss in 
his opening match against 
Shiocton to have an impres-
sive day with four quick 
pins, while Allen wrestled 
at 175-pounds where he 
picked up four victories los-
ing only by pin to DC Ever-
est wrestler, Nike Klein-
schmidt.
The Beavers begin the 

HON schedule with a home 
match against Chetek-Wey-
erhaeuser/Prairie Farm this 
Thursday, December 14 
at 7:00 pm. Saturday, the 
Beavers participate in the 
Osceola Invitational begin-
ning at 9:00 am.
Individually, the Wis-

consin Grappler Website 
has both Johnsons rated 
at the top of the D3 wres-
tlers in the state at their 
weight class, while Chafer 
is ranked fourth at 285. The 
Beavers are also receiving 
team-recognition on the 
same site as they are off to 
a strong start to the 2023-
2024 season.

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Dec. 14

Wrestling home vs Chetek/Wey/P. Farm 7:00
Boys BB @ Cameron 7:00

Friday, Dec. 15
Girls BB @ Chetek 7:00
Saturday, Dec. 16

Wrestling @ Osceola 9:00
Hockey vs Hayward @ Barron 6:30

Tuesday, Dec. 19
Wrestling @ Frederic 6:00

Boys BB home vs Chetek 7:00
Hockey @ Somerset 7:00
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Anything for a Pheasant
Hello friends,
Twenty years ago I met Mike Kindschi on the 

frozen waters of Lake Winnibigoshish. Last year I 
met him for the second time and was invited to hunt 
pheasants on his family farm that covers 2000 acres 
in Dane County, near Mazomanee. This week’s col-
umn covers 4 attempts at harvesting a pheasant and 
several muzzleloader hunts. The Kindschi farm is 
pure paradise and I thoroughly enjoyed exploring it.

Wednesday, November 1st
High 50, low 37
This column will sound like a ton of failure, but 

I enjoyed every bit of the 11 hunts pheasant/muz-
zleloader it covers. The Kindschi family farm is sur-
rounded by public land, it is very close to the Wis-
consin River and on public land where pheasant are 
released. My plan was to potentially harvest a pheas-
ant that possibly had wandered on to this beautiful 
property. Before I left home today, I had to practice 
with my crossbow as I was going to go on a 24-hour 
get away with it the next day to Durand where I knew 
I would harvest a super huge buck.

This would be my first experience using my cross-
bow which I inherited from a very good friend during 
the early bow season. This crossbow is top grade, in 
mint condition and stored properly. I let a bolt fly and 
was about 2 inches low at 25 yards. I let another bolt 
fly, and the string blew up on my vertical bow and 
about took my head off. I had to go to the bank on my 
ride to pheasant paradise and had a cut on my ear 
that was bleeding very bad. I did the drive-up window 
and the teller did not ask any questions.

My pheasant hunt went like my crossbow experi-
ence. There was a rooster that was cackling and that 
would be my only experience. Ruby and Red flushed 

him, and I had 3 extremely easy shots and missed.
Wednesday, November 15th
High 49, low 29
 I am back on the Kindschi farm and my pups 

Ruby and Red are trying very hard to flush me a bird. 
There is one problem and that is too much standing 
corn. This mother-daughter team are doing an excel-
lent job of quartering in front of me in both grass and 
corn. They flushed one rooster, and I did not get a 
good shot but regardless, I failed.  The drive from 
my home to the Kindshi farm is about 80 minutes, 
to be perfectly honest, when I miss or do not flush 
any birds I honestly do not care, Mike Kindschi calls 
it shoot and release. Here is how I define it, I am ex-
ploring, my pups are about as happy as they can be 
and the view and history of this farm that used to be 
worked by German prisoners of war, always has my 
mind working.

Friday, December 1st
High 39 low 26
Today I would start out pheasant hunting and fin-

ish with a muzzleloader hunt. This would be my 4th 
muzzleloader hunt in 5 days, I hunted 6 times on my 
food plot of the 10 day season, and today I would be 
in a box blind. First the pheasant hunt and the pups 
were on fire. They now know the game and today 
they flushed 7 hens and one rooster, all separate ex-
periences so it was a lot of fun. Once again, I had a 
very easy shot at the rooster and 100 percent blew 
it. I have to admit though that I was very pleased 
with the pup’s performance. I did have another very 
unique experience when Ruby bought me a present 
and dropped it at my feet. She caught an opossum; it 
was a good sized one and she carried it with ease. It 
played possum and we left it unharmed.

The muzzleloader hunt was my first in a box blind. 
I have to admit, I realized for a fact that I am a tree 
stand or on the ground guy. Simply put, I have to be 
immersed in the hunt and my environment. I saw 2 
deer, but both were out of range.

I returned the last day of muzzleloader, did a 
quick pheasant hunt, with no flushes. I finished with a 
muzzleloader hunt while lying on the ground watch-
ing a harvested soybean field. I did not see a deer; I 
did not care a bit. The field work for this column cov-
ered 11 hunts, 30 days and I enjoyed every minute 
of all of them.

  Enjoy your day!
Sunset 

Ruby broke through this ice on purpose to cool off.

Lizzie Mathison faces tough defense from a Barron defender Thursday night in Cumberland. Photo by Jacob Schradle.

Uriah Johnson dribbles around a pair of Barron defenders in the Beavers HON win Friday night in Cumberland. 
Photo by Jess Olson

Spare Time Monday Night Ladies 

Bowling League Standing

Team Standings

Becker’s Trucking - 75

Bowlin Buddies - 66

Clear Lake Self Storag - 65

Bourbon’s - 66

Austad’s Super Valu - 56

Northwoods Septic - 56

Four Chops - 42

Dane Arthur Real Estate-40

5 High Scratch Games

Patty Lundell - 212

Brenda Levine - 196

Pam Klatt - 189

Judy Ullom - 173

Liz Lowe - 170

5 High Scratch Series

Pam Klatt - 532

Patty Lundell - 507

Judy Ullom - 501

Brenda Levine - 487

Kelley VanHeuklom - 479

Cumberland Mixed-Up 

Bowling League 
1st Half Team Standings  

Cumberland Bus - 26.5

Cumberland Federal - 23.5

Club Cumberland  - 21

Corner Bar - 17

Grandma’s Gang - 12

3 High Scratch Games  

Kevin Larson - 195 

Laura Valles - 181 

Joel Cifaldi - 178 

3 High Scratch Series  

Joel Cifaldi - 491 

Kevin Larson - 480 

Laura Valles - 458

Cumberland Girl’s Lose 

to Webster and Barron; 

at Chetek on Friday

A short-handed group of 

Cumberland Girl’s Basket-

ball players battled mightily 

last week, but came up short 

of victory against the Web-

ster Tigers and the Barron 

Golden Girls. Down to only 

seven girls on the varsity 

roster available to play, the 

team could not keep up to 

a pair of tough opponents. 

“The girls are working very 

hard with positive attitudes, 

but we had only three up-

perclassmen and four fresh-

men to play against two 

undefeated competitors,” 

said Head Coach Kim We-

ber, who hopes to get some 

players back this week.

Things began with a 59-

25 loss to a 5 and 0 Web-

ster team. Webster created a 

number of turnovers with a 

press, holding Cumberland 

to 19 shots from the floor in 
the contest. Macy Beecroft 

had a nice game for Coach 

Weber with 10 points, while 

Alora Garibaldi added sev-

en points and three assists. 

Thursday, the Beavers 

played their second unde-

feated team in one-week 

as they took on the 5 and 0 

Barron Bears.

It was a tough night, but 

Cumberland never quit in 

a 62-24 loss. Lizzie Mathi-

son led Cumberland, with a 

three-pointer and a four for 

four night at the free throw 

line for seven points. Alora 

Garibaldi gave another 

strong effort with six points, 

four rebounds and an assist.

This week, Cumberland 

hosted Cameron on Tuesday 

before heading to Chetek on 

Friday for a 7:00 pm contest 

against the 4 and 3 Bull-

dogs. The team’s last game 

before Christmas break is 

a December 21 home date 

against the St. Croix Falls 

Saints.

Northwest Icemen Drop 

Three Contests: Host 

Hayward on Saturday
The Northwest Icemen 

saw their record fall to 1 and 

5 on the season with three 

losses last week. They in-

cluded a tough 7-6 overtime 

loss to WSFLG and a 7-5 

defeat to a Spooner team, 

who they led 5-2 going into 

period three. The team will 

hope to rebound this week, 

having played an 0 and 6 

Baldwin-Woodville team 

on Tuesday, before hosting 

Hayward this Saturday in 

Barron for a 6:30 pm start.

Last week’s first loss came 
to a good Tomahawk team, 

who defeated the Icemen 9 

to 2. Tomahawk only led 3-2 

after one period, but erupted 

for five second period goals 
on the way to their victory. 

Tomahawk outshot the Ice-

men, 56 to 11 in the contest.

The second loss came by 

a 7-6 decision to WSFLG 

in overtime. It came after 

an outstanding comeback, 

which saw the Icemen rally 

from a 6-1 deficit to send 
the game into the extra pe-

riod. Cumberland Sopho-

more Jonathon Nelson had 

one of the goals, his first 
varsity score.

The tables were turned last 

Thursday, when the Icemen 

saw a 5-2 lead disappear in 

a Spooner Rail comeback 

that ended in a 7-5 loss. 

Spooner scored five con-

secutive goals in the third 

period to take the victory.

Cumberland is represent-

ed by Brody Chartraw and 

Nelson on the team. Both 

have scored one goal so far 

this season.
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The Barron/Chetek/Cumberland Bantam (U14) hockey team took home third place from the Battle at Rec Tour-
nament held in Marinette, Wis., over the weekend. The Grizzlies defeated a McFarland squad 8-1 on Saturday 
morning, then played some of their best hockey of the season while losing a 6-5 thriller to Green Bay’s B team. 
The Grizzlies rebounded to beat a Waunakee club 12-0 in the third place game on Sunday morning.  Pictured 
are: row one goalie Chandler Beers; row two (from left), Mason Fick, Austin Hornstein, Elijah Jain, Braydon 
Roberts, Gavin Lehmann, Austin Andrews, Jack Manor, Dawson Brown; row two, Coach Mark Bell, Everleigh 
Lathrop, Lilyja Olson, Olivia Holzman-Byrne, Landry Bell, Logan Charron, Max Douglas and Coach Drew Brown. 
Beers, in his first season as a full time goalie, recorded a shut out. Jain, Roberts and Lehmann all had hat tricks 
on the weekend. Green Bay beat the hosts from Marinette/Menomonie (Mich.) 5-1 in the championship game.

Gores Named One of State’s 

Top 50 Players by Journal-

Sentinel

Gavin Gores
The Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel has named Cum-
berland Junior Basketball 
player Gavin Gores as one 
of the State’s top 50 basket-

ball players for the 2023-
2024 season. The follow-
ing is what they said about 
Gores.
Gavin Gores, jr., 6-8, 

Cumberland
One of the better post 

players in the 2025 class. 
He holds several offers 
from DI programs, includ-
ing UWGB, South Dakota 
State and Loyola University 
(Maryland).
Gores averaged 16.3 

points and 9.6 rebounds as 
a sophomore and has aver-
aged double figures in each 
of his first two seasons 
while shooting 55% or bet-
ter in both campaigns.
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THANKS FOR READING
THE ADVOCATE

ADOPT A FIRE HYDRANT THIS WINTER!
Help the Cumberland Fire Dept. by keeping hydrants clear after 

snowfalls this winter!

Your help would be appreciated.

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Klonewerks (Broker)
763-228-8607 • Payments • POS• Payroll.
Stacy Klone•Stacy@KloneWerks.com

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1110 7th Ave.• Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Financial Services

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.

Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147

715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED

 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Service 
Directory 

Ads appear 
weekly in 

the 
Cumberland 

Advocate  
To place your 

Service 
Directory Ad 

Call: 
715-822-4469 

J.J.S. AUTO 

BODY CLINIC
COMPLETE CAR & 

TRUCK REPAIR

• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES

• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement

M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue

Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 

Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks

PROMPT • RELIABLE

Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland

651-261-3543

651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com

      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT Northland Insurance Services, Inc.

Risk Auto Insurance Specialists
SR22 FILINGS • TOO MANY TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

5 W NEWTON ST  715-234-3427  RICE LAKE

Electro Rooting 

& Hydro Jetting 

From small 

drains to large 

sewers...No Job 

too Big or Small!

So give me a call!

715-419-0233

A church council meet-
ing was held at Barronett 
Lutheran this past Sunday 
morning, and there was 
one very important thing 
decided.  On Christmas 
Eve, Sunday, December 
24th, there will be no 
morning worship service 
at our church.  It was 
suggested by Boyd Aar-
estad, and agreed upon 
by everyone present, that 
we should have just one 
service that day and that 
it should be held in the 
evening at 6:00 p.m.  We 
will have the candlelight 
service at that time.  We 
hope you will be able to 
join us as we celebrate 
the birth of Christ with 
friends and family in 
our (beautifully decorat-
ed for Christmas) little 
church.

The council members 
also decided on the date 
for our annual meeting, 
which will be held after 
worship service on Janu-
ary 21st.  Following the 
annual meeting we will 
have a pot-luck dinner 
in the church basement.  
I’ll remind you of that 
again in January.

Alyse Lehmann treat-
ed our family to a fan-
tastic family get-to-
gether at Miracle at Big 
Rock in St. Croix Falls 
on Sunday evening.  If 
you have never been 
there, it is well worth 
the trip.  I can’t even 
begin to describe the 
amazing light displays.  
Some flashed in time 
to music, some were in 
the shape of animals or 
television characters, 
and every tree was cov-
ered with lights.  You 
have to see it to believe 
it.  And, Alyse rented 
the “Grinch’s Lair” tent 
so we could relax, keep 
warm and eat too many 
of the goodies provided.  

The Grinch came in to 
his lair that evening at 
7:00 and we now have a 
family picture (about 25 
of us) with him.  

I have to tell you about 
one of the pictures I 
took – I had walked back 
up to the entrance of the 
park to meet Kandice, 
Kane and Pierce Thon 
when they first arrived 
and we saw a beautiful 
display shaped like a 
purple gift with a bow 
on top.  I asked the boys 
if I could take their pic-
ture inside the gift, and 
they were, of course, 
happy to oblige.  Eight-
year-old Kane went in 
first and immediately 
slipped on a patch of ice 
inside and fell down, got 
up and fell down again.  
(Didn’t get hurt, was 
laughing about it.)  Four 
-year-old Pierce was 
next and also fell – and 
didn’t get hurt.  Kandice 
immediately was there 
to help her little boys, 
and she fell on the ice 
too.  In order to stand up 
she had to grab one of the 
up-rights, hold on, and 
then hold on to Pierce’s 
arm so he didn’t fall 
again.  They all thought 
it was pretty funny, no 
one got hurt, and I did 
get a picture of all three 
of them standing – but I 
am so glad I did not go 
in there.  I don’t bounce 
like I used to, and falling 
is something I now avoid 
like the plague.  

The goodies provided 
in the Grinch’s Lair in-
cluded marshmallows, 
Hershey bars and graham 
crackers so that the kids 
could make s’mores over 
the fire.  It was a won-
derful night.  Everything 
was provided to make 
it as special as it could 
possibly be.  There was 
even an enclosed, heated 

4-wheel drive vehicle, 
with a driver, sent to 
the tent so that Duane, 
Lynn and I didn’t have 
to walk all the way back 
to the parking lot.  It was 
a night we will all be 
talking about for a long 
time – and we all want to 
thank Alyse for planning 
and providing us with so 
many wonderful memo-
ries.

Tina Anderson took a 
few of Oak View clients 
to Christmas in the Vil-
lage at Pioneer Museum 
on Thursday.  She said 
that they had a wonder-
ful time, that everything 
was decorated beautiful-
ly, the weather was nice 
and warm and she was so 
glad they were able to go 
– right up until the ride 
home.  It started snowing 
just as they were leav-
ing and she said that she 
“white-knuckled” it all 
the way back.  Tina is 
from this area, you know, 
but had been living in 
Florida for years so she 
has to get used to our 
winters again.  She seems 
to be adapting well, but 
her Chihuahua, Peanut, 
is not overly fond of the 
cold weather.  She and 
Peanut walk over for cof-
fee some mornings, and 
he immediately grabs a 
resting place in front of 
a heat register.  Poor lit-
tle guy – she has sweat-
ers for him, but I think he 
needs a complete snow 
suit if he’s going to be 
happy in northern Wis-
consin in the winter.

I guess that’s about 
all I know from Barron-
ett this week.  Please 
remember – there will 
be no morning service 
at Barronett Lutheran on 
Christmas Eve, but we will 
have a candle-light service 
at 6:00 that evening.  I hope 
to see you there.

Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary Upcoming 
Events
Program: Nordic Snow-

shoe Hike
Date: Friday, December 

15, 2023
Time: 9:30am - 11:00am
Location: Hunt Hill 

Audubon Sanctuary, Sa-
rona, WI
Program Fee: Free, but 

donations are appreci-
ated.
Explore Hunt Hill by 

snowshoe the morning 
of Friday, December 15, 
2023! We will be explor-
ing some of Hunt Hill’s 
trails to see the beautiful, 
snow covered scenery 
and to get in some exer-
cise. Snowshoes are lim-
ited so feel free to bring 
your own if you have 
them. If there is not suf-
ficient snow coverage, 
we will hike the trails 
instead. 
Registration is not re-

quired. There is no cost, 
but donations are greatly 
appreciated. For more 
information, please call 
715-635-6543 or email 
program@hunthill.org.
Hunt Hill is a nonprof-

it nature preserve and 
learning center. You can 
find out more about Hunt 
Hill and its programs at 
www.hunthill.org or by 
calling 715-635-6543.
Contact: 
Sage Dunham, Group 

Coordinator
Hunt Hill Audubon 

Sanctuary
N2384 Hunt Hill Road
Sarona, WI 54870
715-635-6543
contract@hunthill.org 

Program: Christmas 
Bird Count
Date: Sunday, Decem-

ber 17, 2023
Location: Meet at Hunt 

Hill Audubon Sanctuary, 
Sarona, WI
Meeting Time: 7:00 am
Program Fee: Free
Registration required 

by Friday, December 15. 
Limit: 20 people
Join Hunt Hill Audu-

bon Sanctuary on Sun-
day, December 17th to 
participate in Nation-
al Audubon Society’s 
124th Christmas Bird 
Count! The Christmas 
Bird Count is the longest 
running citizen science 
program in the world 
and involves volunteers 
traveling assigned routes 
to count birds. We will 
meet at Hunt Hill Audu-
bon Sanctuary to check 
in and determine which 
routes to take for the 
count. The Christmas 
Bird Count is open to all 
levels of birding experi-
ence and ability.
Registration is required 

by Friday, December 
15th at noon. To register, 
visit www.hunthill.org or 
call 715-635-6543.
Hunt Hill is a nonprof-

it nature preserve and 
learning center. You can 
find out more about Hunt 
Hill and its programs at 
www.hunthill.org or by 
calling 715-635-6543.
Contact: 
Program Coordinator
Hunt Hill Audubon 

Sanctuary

N2384 Hunt Hill Road
Sarona, WI 54870
715-635-6543
program@hunthill.org 
Program: Nordic Ski 

Basics
Date: Tuesday, Decem-

ber 19, 2023
Time: 10:00am - 

11:30am
Location: Hunt Hill 

Audubon Sanctuary, Sa-
rona, WI
Program Fee: Free, but 

donations are appreciated.
Let’s get Out There for a 

Ski at Hunt Hill on Tues-
day, December 19, 2023 
from 10am -11:30pm!  
Kris Hanson, from Out 
There Nordic, will teach 
the basics of cross coun-
try skiing on ungroomed 
trails and will then lead 
an adventure on skis on 
Hunt Hill trails. Skiing 
equipment will NOT be 
provided. Participants 
must bring their own ski 
gear (or rentals are avail-
able at Out There Nordic 
in Rice Lake). Visit our 
website for ski equip-
ment recommendations.
Registration is not re-

quired, but strongly en-
couraged. There is no 
cost, but donations are 
greatly appreciated. For 
more information, visit 
www.hunthill.org or call 
715-635-6543..
Hunt Hill is a nonprofit 

nature preserve and learn-
ing center. You can find out 
more about Hunt Hill and 
its programs at www.hunt-
hill.org or by calling 715-
635-6543.

Christmas concert and bake sale at ETC
At 7 p.m. on Friday, 

Dec. 15, two groups will 
play holiday tunes at the 
Cumberland Arts Center. 
There will also be a bake 
sale in the arts center’s 
lower level.
The bake sale is a fund-

raiser for Enrichment 
Through Culture (ETC).
Home Again, which con-

sists of Nancy Keeler on 
bassoon, Stan Nosbush 
on bass and Phil Warner 
on guitar, will kick things 
off, followed by the Hay 
River Sisters – Jolene 

Colburn and Monica 
Bastien, accompanied by 
Mary Beth Eighmy on 
guitar. The two bands 
will join on stage for a 
singalong finale. 
These two groups 

played last summer in 
the Island City Music 
series on Library Lake, 
and they play regularly 
at Peter & Annie’s Cof-
fee Shop & Cafe.
There is no admission 

charge for the arts center 
concert, but just like the 
summer concerts, free-

will donations will be 
accepted in the ETC Tip 
Jar. 
This concert is being 

sponsored by Cumber-
land Federal Bank, Dairy 
State Bank and Louie’s 
Finer meats. All three 
businesses are also spon-
sors of Island City Music 
concerts.
So come to the arts cen-

ter on Friday for some 
music of the season and 
to stock up on holiday 
baked goods.
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NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake

www.edinarealty.com 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

Church Directory

Family-Owned
Four Locations 

“We Treasure the Trust 
You Place in Us.”   

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (402) 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 9am & 
Wednesday at 6pm with fellow-
ship following. Sunday School 
9:15 am Communion 1st and 3rd 
weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 
10:00 am for sermons from 
the Bible and Contemporary 
Worship, Children’s Church 
and nursery during service; 
Wednesday 5:30 pm AWA-
NA for Children and Youth 
Impact (returning in Sept.); 
Online services and calendar 
of events available at www.
northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am
Phone: 715-822-2948

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
300 Pine Street S., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Virgil Amundson, Pastor
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 
Family Worship: 10 a.m.; K. F. C. 
10 a.m.; U-Turn Student Minis-
tries: Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays: 
11:00 am

Come Worship with Us!

“Are You Making Room for Jesus?”
by Pastor Paul Green
Hope Community Church

 
And while they were there, the time came for her 

to JiYH EirtK. $nd sKH JaYH EirtK to KHr firstEorn son 
and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him 
in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. Luke 2:6-7 ESV

After an 80 mile journey on foot, Mary must 
have looked weary, tired, exhausted, and it had 
to be written all over her face. To think that 
Mary and Joseph walked into an inn in this con-
dition and obviously about to give birth, and the 
inn keeper says, “I got nothin’.”

That there wasn’t room for Jesus shouldn’t 
surprise us. King Herod, he didn’t have room 
for Jesus. Remember, he tried to kill baby Jesus. 
You think about the Scribes, the Pharisees, the 
High Priest, they knew the scriptures, the signs 
that would point to the messiah, yet they had no 
vacancy signs on their hearts, as well.

Are you making room for Jesus? That’s what 
the Christmas story is all about. It was God’s 
plan for sending Jesus, His one and only Son, 
into the world to redeem the world and make 
things right between God and man. His plan was 
that we would make room for Jesus in our hearts 
and in our lives, and that we would travel the 
journey God has planned for us. You may not 
understand why God has allowed you to make 
the journey you’ve been on, but He will provide 
a way for you to make it though to it’s comple-
tion when you will spend the rest of eternity with 
Him. And along the way, He will use your jour-
ney to do great things in your life and the life of 
others, if you make room for Jesus.

For Mary and Joseph, this didn’t look anything 
like what they thought life was going to look like 
for them, but God had a plan and His reasons. 
For us, our lives may not look anything like 
we thought they would, but it’s when we make 
room for Jesus that we will see the plans of God 
played out in our lives. Good plans, life chang-
ing opportunities, plans that give us hope in the 
journey.

Jesus said He is going to prepare a place for 
you, Have you prepared a place for Him? 

Embrace Provides Vital Services to Area Youth
Rice Lake,  WI — Youth 

in our communities are ex-
periencing violence. Na-
tionally, one in ten high 
school students has suf-
fered physical abuse from 
a dating partner, which 
far exceeds rates of other 
types of youth violence. 
Embrace, a local non-prof-
it anti-violence agency, 
directly supports youth 
survivors who have expe-
rienced harm while also 
engaging in prevention 
education programming. 
Embrace provides free, 

FonfidHntial� and non-
judgmental services to 
survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence of any age. 
Services include a combi-
nation of direct advocacy 
and prevention work.  
Embrace’s vital preven-

tion education work in-
volves programming that 
includes learning topics 
for students in preschool, 
grades K-12, and college 
age students at develop-
mentally appropriate lev-
els. A range of topics are 
offered, including healthy 

relationships, teen dating 
violence, consent, and sex-
ual violence. Profession-
ally trained staff provide 
programming in schools 
and at community events. 
One-on-one advocacy-

based services include 
tailored safety planning, 
crisis counseling, emo-
tional support, and educa-
tion about resources and 
options. Embrace’s staff 
can also facilitate student 
groups in local schools fo-
cused on healthy relation-
ships, self-esteem, posi-
tive coping mechanisms, 
and effective communica-
tion. 
Combined with preven-

tion education, one-on-
one advocacy based ser-
vices work to strengthen 
and support families by 
promoting healthy parent-
child interactions. 
To alleviate period pover-

ty, Embrace partners with 
local schools to provide 
period products to students 
who need them. Embrace 
depends on donations 
from community members 

to provide these products 
to students. If you are in-
terested in learning more 
or donating to this initia-
tive, please call Embrace 
at 715-532-6976.
Embrace Services, Inc.: 

Embrace is the leading 
voice and comprehensive 
advocacy services pro-
vider for survivors of do-
mestic and sexual violence 
in the four-county service 
area of Northwestern Wis-
consin. At Embrace, we 
provide unwavering sup-
port to survivors. Through 
education and awareness, 
we engage our communi-
ties and create multi-dis-
ciplinary partnerships to 
increase safety and equity 
advancing our mission of 
ending gender-based vio-
lence. We strive to create a 
courageous social change 
that will end all forms of 
oppression in our commu-
nities. Everyone deserves 
healthy communities and 
the support to thrive.
We encourage reporters 

to include the following 
information in their stories 

for victims who need help: 
If you or someone you 
know is experiencing in-
timate partner violence or 
sexual assault, you are not 
alone! It is not your fault. 
Embrace is here to help. 
Contact Embrace for free, 
FonfidHntial adYoFaFy and 
support at 1.800.924.0556 
or text at 715.532.6976.

Support Your
Friends and 

       Neighbors
Shop

Cumberland
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Sparky made an appearance with Lunch with Santa on 
Sunday, December 10th, at the American Legion.

. . .
Lunch with Santa!

Kids also got to enjoy getting their face painted!

Join us in “wrapping up”
your Christmas Shopping

RIGHT HERE IN
BEAUTIFUL 

DOWNTOWN
CUMBERLAND!

When you shop in 
Cumberland the money spent 
stays in Cumberland, which 

helps promote the town in which 
we all love!

Investing in the people in our 
area is an easy way to pay it forward 
to our friends and community.

1390 2nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

  (715) 822-2249
www.cumberland federal.com

CHECK CUMBERLAND
                FIRST!

Friends Serving Friends

Thank You!

A benefit for Sean Schullo and his daughter Skyla was held Sunday, December 3, 2023, at the Corner Bar. 
Sean and Skyla lost their home due to a fire. A big thank you to everyone who came and helped support Sean 
and Skyla. It was an amazing turn out. Pictured from let to right are Corner Bar Owner Dustin Anderson, Sean 
Schullo, and Corner Bar Manager Antonia Voeltz.

Appreciation Banquet!

Barron County Jail Volunteer Appreciation 
Banquet
In 2004 the new Barron 

County Jail was opened and 
designed with three class-
rooms, two main rooms ful-
ly equipped with technol-
ogy, whiteboards, cabinets, 
tables, and seating space to 
accommodate a wide vari-
ety of program opportuni-
ties. This came especially 
useful during the Covid19 
pandemic when programs 
went virtual. That was a 
change for everyone and we 
all worked together to con-
tinue programs through this 
- that is incredible.
Currently offer 35 jail pro-

grams. Types of Programs: 
Education, Religion, Reha-
bilitation, Parenting & Re-
lationships, Coping, Cog-
nitive Behaviors, and Post 
Release Support 13-15 on-
going programs at one time 
51 active jail volunteers: 
Professionals, religious, 
and educational all ranging 
from 1 year to 19 years of 
volunteer service. 
Each program runs its own 

course where it may be con-
tinuous through the year, 
seasonal or calendar rota-
tion, and implement new 
programs to meet the inmate 
or societal needs with any 
current economic state. For 
example, during this time 

when mental health has be-
come prevalent we incorpo-
rated Rational Emotive Be-
havior Therapy, Cognitive 
Behavior Intervention, We 
Cope, and Extreme Owner-
ship. With drugs as a strug-
gle we have included Bond-
age Breaker, Crossroads 
Addiction, Mountain Men, 
NA, and AA along with re-
sources to obtain a sponsor 
upon release.
October of 2021 the Bar-

ron County jail has been 
able to reach a long-time 
goal of helping individuals 
here obtain their high school 
education. At a Northwood 
Technical College Advisory 
Committee Meeting we dis-
cussed direction of the jail’s 
GED program and collabo-
rated ideas to meet this goal. 
Northwood Tech developed 
a grant-funded 5.09 HSED 
program.
Students complete course-

work and GED exams to 
successfully pass 7 com-
petencies: Health, Read-
ing, Civics, Science, Math, 
Writing, and Employability 
Skills to meet the require-
ments to apply for their 
diploma. Any GED exams 
taken at another facility, 
college, or courses com-
pleted in a high school will 

transfer into this program 
thereby potentially reducing 
the requirements needed. 
In two years we have had 

30 individuals complete 
their HSED requirements 
and have applied to WI DPI 
for their high school diplo-
ma. We have had 19 par-
tially complete their HSED 
(often due to limited time 
they are here). 
Looking at statistics of 

HSED completions we 
have seen 40% not re-
ceive any new charges, 
43.3% also not receive 
new charges although not 
counted due to their cur-
rent incarceration status, 
13.3% have decreased 
their recidivism rate rang-
ing from 50%-80%, and 
0.04% did not change their 
recidivism rate. Of all of 
these we have observed 
zero% increase their recidi-
vism which is outstanding. 
A sincere thank you goes 
to Northwood Technical 
College, Instructor Mike 
Larson, the Barron Coun-
ty Board, Sheriff Chris 
Fitzgerald, and Captain Tim 
Evenson for allowing all 
of this to flourish into in-
credible success and make 
strides in positive social 
change in our communities.

Alec and Megan Rohl, along with their three little ones enjoy a picture with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus.


