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Jordan Peichel (left) has been promoted to the position of Cumberland Municipal Utility Manager . Jordan has been at the 

Utility for the past 6 years and will take over for Dean Bergstrom (right) who has held the position for the past  5 years.

Year In Review July-December 

2023

Rev. Adelbert D. Frejas and family.

Cumberland Municipal Utility Announces 

New Utility Manager
The Cumberland Munici-

pal Utility is pleased to an-

nounce the promotion of 

Jordan Peichel to the posi-

tion of Utility Manager. 

Jordan, who has been at 

the utility for the past six 

years, will take over for 

Dean Bergstrom who is set 

to leave the position in April 

2024. 

Dean has been at the utility 

for the past 24 years. Dean 

was previously Assistant 

Manager for four years be-

fore becoming manager for 

the past five years. Jordan 
will work along side Dean 

for the next three months to 

better learn the position. 

Jordan has been a Genera-

tion Operator but has helped 

out in all other departments 

as well. Jordan will official-
ly assume the position on 

April 26th but is currently 

working as Co-Utility Man-

ager until that time. There 

will be ongoing education 

that goes with the position 

including attaining a Water 

Operator’s License  through 

the DNR. That training will 

take place at the end of 

March. Jordan will also take 

part in the MEUW (Munici-

pal Electric Utilities of Wis-

consin) Management Train-

ing Program to better learn 

the laws and regulations of 

Municipal Utilities as well 

as to better manage the util-

ity as well.

Peichel is a 2015 graduate 

of UW-Stout with a degree 

in Engineering Technology 

and Mechanical Design.

Cumberland Utility Com-

mittee Chairman Craig Tur-

cott said the hiring process 

was extensive. Ads were 

placed in multiple newspa-

pers as well as using Zip 

Recruiter and Indeed. There 

were 17 applications which 

were narrowed down to two 

finalists. Jordan and the oth-

er finalist were both exten-

sively interviewed. Peichel 

was chosen for the position. 

To reafirm the committee 
made the right choice Jor-

dan was also interviewed 

by Jeremy Boe from Barron 

Light and Power as well as 

Aaron Torud from Barron 

Electric Cooperative who 

both strongly recommend 

hiring Jordan. Jordan has 

lived most of his life in 

Cumberland and is active 

in the community includ-

ing being a member of the 

Cumberland Chamber of 

Commerce and a member of 

the Knights of Columbus. 

City Council Holds January Meeting; City 

Administrator Started Work on Monday

The Cumberland City 

Council held their month-

ly meeting on Tuesday, 

January 2, as the full body 

quickly passed their ap-

proval of the agenda, previ-

ous meeting minutes, and 

the December payment of 

expenses in the amount of 

$715,554.59.

First up on the agenda was 

the final payment to Haas 
Sons, Incorporated in the 

amount of $32,290.57 for 

their construction of the 

Hospital Utility Extension 
Station #16. Their work had 

previously been reviewed 

by the Public Works Com-

mittee and approved for 

their efforts from June of 

2023 through December 

14. The application for pay-

ment passed unanimously.

The Council then recog-

nized the completion of 

the 10-year finance plan, 
which had been 10 months 

in the making and explained 

in depth at the December 

Meeting by Ehlers Munici-

pal Advisory Firm.

Following a minimal num-

ber of Operator and Second 

Hand/Pawn licenses, the 
Mayor and Council went 

into committee reports. Due 

to the Christmas season, 

several city groups had not 

met for a number of weeks 

and these reports were lim-

ited. 

Alderperson Butch O’Dell 

reported on planning and 

capital improvement meet-

ings being held by the Li-

brary, while Alderperson 

Michael Cifaldi discussed 

recent vandalism at the 

Tourist park and beach area. 

Chief Wolfe, meanwhile, 

discussed the ongoing work 

in hiring an additional of-

ficer as a State grant for 
the position would soon be 

closing. Alderpersons Tom 

Goldsmith and Bill Lussier 

added updates on the Utility 

project, while Doris Laurs-

en told of recent happenings 

at the Senior Center.

Mayor Shoemaker con-

cluded the night by reading 

a statement involving the 

hiring of City Administrator 

Randall Reeg, who began 

work with the city on Mon-

day, January 9. 

Mayoral Statement: 

In the summer of 2023, the 

City of Cumberland decided 

to add the position of a City 

Administrator to its person-

nel, as this position would 

help combat the numerous 

complexities faced in mu-

nicipal government. From 

the beginning, the City has 

taken the hiring of this role 

very seriously, as it under-

stands and appreciates how 

important it is to find the 
right person; in experience, 

knowledge and personality.

The City hired Public 

Administration Associates 

(“PAA”) to help in the en-

deavor. PAA specializes 

in finding high quality in-

dividuals to fill executive 
level positions in local 

governments. A quick re-

view of their past clientele 

reveals they are very good 

at what they do and come 

highly recommended. This 

is why they were chosen 

for this important role. PAA 

has also been successfully 

utilized by numerous other 

Wisconsin cities.

During the interviewing 

and hiring process of Mr. 

Reeg, PAA interviewed past 

co-workers, supervisors, 

elected officials, and other 
professional contacts. The 

City of Cumberland made 

additional background 

checks touching on crimi-

nal, financial, and other 

matters. The findings of this 
revealed that Mr. Reeg is 

highly qualified, well liked, 
knowledgeable and that 

the City will be very lucky 

to have him. The criminal 

and financial background 
checks revealed minimal 

findings related to the posi-
tion of City Administrator.

From the beginning, the 

City, including its hiring 

committee, PAA, and Weld 

Riley were aware of recent 

events in Mauston. IT was 

collectively agreed the al-

leged issues and concerns 

coming out of Mauston and 

elsewhere did not in any 

way taint his professional 

qualifications. The City and 
PAA has seen and still sees 

Mr. Reeg as a top-quality 

candidate and is excited to 

bring him on board as its 

first ever City Administra-

tor. The City looks forward 

to what he will accomplish 

during his time here in the 

Island City. 

With that, the meeting was 

adjourned.

The Advocate has learned 

Mr Reeg comes to Cumber-

land highly recommended 

with some excellent en-

Cont’d on page 2

July

(5) Cumberland United Methodist Church announces the 

appointment of Rev. Adelbert D. Frejas as its new minis-

ter.   He will preach his first Sunday July 9, 2023 at 8:45 
at First Church Cumberland, 1120 11th Avenue.  Rev. Fre-

jas comes to the Cumberland First United Methodist and 

Shell Lake United Methodist churches from Quezon City, 

Metro Manilla, Philippines.   Pastor Mike Brubaker is re-

tiring after seven years at First Methodist, Cumberland. 

Rev. Frejas has an undergraduate degree in Psychology 

(2009) from Wesleyan College of Manilla and Master of 

Divinity from Wesleyan University Philippines (2013). 

Until coming to Wisconsin, he was pastor at John Mark 

UMC and Karahumi Mission Church, Quezon City in the 

Philippines. Besides pastoral and administrative duties, 

Rev. Frejas’ ministry has included: Youth and Campus 
ministry, musical leadership, hospital visitation, indig-

enous outreach, community pantry. Rev. Adelbert and 

wife Gladys A. Frejas and their three children will live in 

Cumberland.

Graduating in 2005, Erin Miller had an outstanding ath-

letic career in high school as a 10-time letter winner. For 

her accomplishments, she will join five other individuals 
as part of the Cumberland Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 
2023. 

Her total accomplishments make her one of the most 
decorated female athletes in school history. Overall, Mill-

er received four First Team All-Conference awards, three 

HON Honorable Mention awards, and four MVP honors. 
(12) Cumberland Enrichment Through Culture (ETC) is 

dedicated to promoting the arts through education, partici-

pation in and presentation of cultural events for all ages.  

Barron Electric Cooperative recently donated $1,500 to 

ETC.  

Funds for donations are derived from the Federated Youth 
Foundation, an administrative trust overseeing unclaimed 

capital credits of former members.  Barron Electric has 

served the rural area since 1936 and currently provides 

electricity to over 19,000 members throughout Barron and 

Washburn Counties, as well as six surrounding counties.

Joining five other inductees into the Cumberland Athletic 
Hall of Fame this October 14, is 1988 graduate Brent De-

noma, who earned 10 letters while participating in foot-

ball, basketball and baseball.

(19)

Congratulations goes out to Shahla Brown and Cum-

berland High School! We are pleased to announce that 
Cumberland High School has been selected to receive 
the AIFS Foundation’s 2023 Tony Cook Memorial Grant 

for $1,000.  These funds are earmarked to be used by the 

school’s foreign language department to help with cultural 

enhancement activities during 2023-2024 school year.

  Graduating in 1965, John Talbot was an all-around ath-

lete who won nine letters in his four years of high school. 

Among his honors were First Team All-Conference in 

football, Second Team All-Conference in basketball, and 

a Conference title in track, where he is still the school re-

cord holder in the long jump. He also served as a Team 
Captain in all three sports. Welcome to the Cumberland 

Athletic Hall of Fame.
(26)

Another member of the 2023 Cumberland Athletic Hall 
of Fame Class, joining Carrie Warner Hall, Jerry Elmberg, 
Brent Denoma, Erin Miller and John Talbot, is 1969 grad-

uate, Rich Capuzzi.

Capuzzi was an outstanding three-sport competitor who 

was a team MVP in both football and track. He would 
overcome a broken ankle his sophomore year in football 

to set multiple school records on the track, while rushing 

for over 1,000 yards on the gridiron.
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.

Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 

For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1270 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please bring proof of residence and 
ID along with sturdy bags or boxes to carry food.   

Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 
the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
An Equal Opportunity Provider

Cumberland 
Baseball Association 

Annual Meeting
                   The annual meeting of members  
                      of the Cumberland Baseball
                Association, Inc. will be held on 

Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 7 pm.
At Nezzy’s. Public input welcome.                      

Cumberland Baseball Association, Inc.

Cont’d on page 12

THURSDAY, JANUARY 11: • 5:00pm-7:00pm  HS 
Wrestling @ Ladysmith • 5:45pm - 9:15pm Boys BB 
@ Hayward.
FRIDAY, JANUARY 12: • 5:45-9:15 pm HS Girls Bas-
ketball vs Northwestern @ Home
SATURDAY, JANUARY 13: • 7am-4:30 pm Youth 
Wrestling Tournament K-6 @ Home 
MONDAY,  JANUARY 15: • 5:45-9:15 pm HS Girls Bas-
ketball vs. Luck @ home • 4:30pm - 6:00pm Choose Fit
TUESDAY,  JANUARY 16: • 5:45-9:15 pm HS Boys 
Basketball vs. Ladysmith @ home•5:00-7:30 pm MS 
Girls Basketball @ St. Croix Falls
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17: • 4:30-6:00 pm CCE: 
Choose Fit/Pat Chuchwar • 5-6:30 pm CCE: 5-Pronged 
Approach to Heath • 6-8 pm CCE: Pickle Ball •

Drum Making Class with Drum Maker Wayne Manthey
January 20, 2024 • 10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Cost: Small Drum 13"-$180
Large Drum 16"-$205

Price includes:
*Expert guidance with drum maker Wayne Manthey (Find on 

Facebook) He will lead you on a transformative journey, unveiling 
aspects of yourself that remain unexplored. 

*Breathwork & Stretch session with Pam
*Lunch & Afternoon treats as you share your day's experience

Sponsored by Yoga Wildheart with Pam Baker
Questions: Contact-Pam@yoga-wildheart.com

Upcoming Events

C U M B E R L A N D 
SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

C O M M U N I T Y  E D  O F F E R I N G S
NORDIC WEDNESDAYS 

at Timberland Hills
(1788 Boyd Ln., Barronett, WI  54813)

Ski/Snowshoe 2023–2024 * Wednesdays 1:00 pm Now 
until Spring meet to Cross-Country Ski or Snowshoe 

with others.
We will meet and break into groups of similar ski ability to enjoy 
the outdoors! All abilities are welcome! Can't ski but Love Winter? 

Bring snowshoes and take  hike.
No Snow? Just Hike...

You will need to bring your own equipment and if you are not a member of 
Timberland Hills Foundation or CASTA bring a little cash for a donation. 

Information: Contact: Mary Kay Burmesch at mkbskis@gmail.com  
Susan Bridger CCE Director, sbrid@csdmail.com, 

715-822-5121 ext. 403

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

 Thursday, January 11
Hamburger/Cheeseburger, Baked Beans, 

Chips, Green Beans, Peaches.
MS/HS: Garlic Cheese Bread.

Friday, January 12
Pizza, Broccoli, Coleslaw, Applesauce.

MS/HS: Chicken Nuggets w/Chips
Monday, January 15

Ham & cheese Sandwich, Fries, Carrots, Pears.
MS/HS: Garlic Cheese Bread.

Tuesday, January 16
ES: Chicken Nuggets, Fries, Corn, Mandarin 

Oranges.
MS/HS: Tacos, Brown Rice, Corn, Mandarin 

Oranges/Pizza.
Wednesday, January 17

Spaghetti Hotdish, Broccoli, Peaches.
MS/HS: Walking Tacos.

Lunch menu includes assorted fresh vegetables, 
fruit and salad bar daily with choice of milk. 

SCHOOL LUNCH

MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

Library Column
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library
Special Events
Warm Up and Read  

Winter Reading Chal-
lenge: 
Tuesday, January 2 - 

Wednesday, February 14 
Enter for prize drawings 

every time you check out!
Sally Goldenbaum: 

Thursday, January 25 | 
Noon 
Best-selling author presen-

tation on Zoom with lunch 
provided by the Friends of 
the Library. Please register.
Every Week 
Mondays | 9:30 am-12 pm 

- Mahjong 
Tuesdays | 9:30 am - Baby 

& Me 
Wednesdays | 3:30 - 5 pm 

- Choose Your Own Adven-
ture Club 

Thursdays | 9:30 am - Sto-
rytime 
Fridays | 3:30 - 5 pm - 

Lego Club 
Monthly 
Spice of the Month
2nd Wed. | 3 pm - Crafter-

noon Club 
2nd Thur. | 4 pm - TSAPL 

Book Club 
4th Mon. | 10 am, 11 am & 

Noon - Tech Training 
4th Tues. | 5:30 pm - Uku-

lele Jam 
Last Fri. | 11 am - Hook & 

Needles Book Club
Call 715-822-2767 or stop 

in for more information.
Thomas St. Angelo Public 

Library of Cumberland
1305 2nd Ave Cumber-

land, WI 54829 • 715-822-
2767 • cumberlandpl.org

Winter Reading Challenge 
at Thomas St. Angelo Public 
Library
Winter Reading Challenge 

For Youth & Adults
Tuesday, Jan. 2 - Wednes-

day, Feb. 14!
Enter for prize drawings 

every time you check out! 

Prizes include a sleeping 
bag, an electric kettle and a 
Keurig coffee maker as well 
as book sets, stuffed ani-
mals and library mugs filled 
with treats. Happy reading!

Cumberland Regional Trail 
Group

A group of Cumberland 
citizens have been meeting 
since fall about promoting 
and developing trails in our 
region. We are interested in 
walking trails, biking trails, 
hiking trails, etc. In particu-
lar this could mean a walk-
ing tour of the downtown 
Cumberland with a printed 
brochure or app about the 
history of the storefronts 
and buildings. Also a map 
for out of towners to walk 
from downtown to the trail 
at Cumberland Health Care 
noting the glacial land-

marks along the way. Also 
bike routes on not so heav-
ily trafficked roads around 
Cumberland. Another fo-
cus we have in mind is en-
hancing the just over one 
mile trail extending from 
Scoutland to the city ending 
across the street from Lou-
ie’s on the Lake. Our next 
meeting is Saturday January  
13 at Nezzy’s in the back 
room at 11 am.  Come and 
give us your ideas and in-
put. Bring friends. We strive 
to have some things in place 
by May 1 2024. 

Year in Review...
Carrie Warner Hall is the 5th inductee to the Cumberland 

Hall of Fame. Warner Hall is a 1991 Cumberland High 
School graduate. Warner Hall was a three-sport athlete, 
which included volleyball, basketball and softball, and she 
also received 11 letters in high school. Warner was an ex-
cellent student who graduated with a 4.0 average, at the 
top of her class.
Also headed to the Cumberland Athletic Hall of Fame 

is Jerry Elmberg a 1971 Cumberland High School gradu-
ate, who excelled in track and basketball, but was unfortu-
nately limited to one season in football due to his shoulder 
injury. His basketball career included First Team All-Con-
ference honors, a Team Captaincy, and a trip to the 1971 
State Basketball tournament in Madison. In track he found 
success in several events including the high jump, discus, 
long jump and shot put.

The ribbon cutting at the new Northern Lakes Com-
munity Clinic.

August 
(2)  NorthLakes Community Clinic - Cumberland has 

moved into a new location to be able to offer better ac-
cessibility to the community. The Cumberland Clinic currently 
offers Behavioral Health, Psychiatry, and Patient Supports, such 
as Health Insurance Enrollment, Sliding Fee Scale Assistance, 
and Social Supports. 
NorthLakes took over these services from Cumberland Health-

care earlier this year and has worked closely with them to make 
the transition easy for the patients receiving care at this location.
NorthLakes is a Federally Qualified Health Center that accepts 

most types of insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, and offers a Slid-
ing Fee Scale to those who qualify. NorthLakes Mission is to 
respond to the health care needs of our communities with an in-
tegrated array of quality services and actively remove barriers to 
care. Cumberland is one of 16 clinic locations, including several 
that are in nearby communities including Birchwood, Hayward, 
Minong, Rice Lake and Turtle Lake that provide high quality 
care to everyone regardless of their ability to pay.
Rosemarie F. Hart, 38, of Cumberland, has been charged with 

first degree reckless homicide and second degree recklessly en-
dangering safety.
A sergeant, with the City of Rice Lake Police Department, re-

ports on May 3, 2023, at approximately 10:25 pm, he was on 
duty when he responded to a motel, located in Rice Lake. The 
sergeant reports he responded to the motel for a welfare check 
on a subject, after a female called the Barron County Commu-
nications Center expressing concern about the subject, who she 
had not heard from since Sunday (April 30, 2023). The female 
advised the subject’s vehicle and bicycle were at the residence.
Upon arrival, the sergeant reports he made contact with an-

other female outside the subject’s apartment. The female 
was attempting to  call the subject. The sergeant reports a 
cell phone could be heard vibrating in the subject’s apart-
ment when the female called the subject’s phone. At this 
time, the sergeant reports that he and other officers on scene 
made the decision to enter the subject’s apartment to check 
on her welfare and provide emergency aid if necessary.
The sergeant reports that an officer kicked the door, which 

was locked, in order to gain entry. Upon entering the apart-

ment, the sergeant observed the subject laying on her back 
on the floor in her bedroom. The sergeant reports he checked 
for a pulse but did not observe one. Paramedics who arrived 
a short time later confirmed that the subject did not have a 
pulse. A medical examiner arrived on scene and pronounced 
the subject deceased at 11:30 pm. The sergeant reports that 
the medical examiner located a piece of paper that contained 
a white substance on it as he was assessing the scene. The 
sergeant reports the white substance appeared to be crushed 
pills.
An autopsy was performed on the female’s body. A chief 

medical examiner, with the Midwest Medical Examiner’s 
Office, determiend the cause of death were the toxic effects 
of fentanyl and methamphetamine. The toxicology report 
identifies the presence of methamphetamine in the amount 
of 210 ng/ml and fentanyl in the amount of 6.7 ng/ml in the 
blood sample that was collected from the female.
If convicted for first degree reckless homicide, Hart may 

be fined not more than $100,000 or imprisoned not more 
than 40 years or both. For second degree recklessly endan-
gering safety, she may be fined not more than $25,000 or 
imprisoned not more than 10 years or both.  
(23) Tracy and Zachary Thompson are excited to an-

nounce their new business Thompson Detailing. Tracy had 
owned Cumberland tire for 20 years and Zachary her son 
grew up working at the tire shop. The services they will 
be offering are  interior exterior detailing of automotive, 
marine and  campers. Also ceramic coating , paint correc-
tion and many more things to come. They will also pick up 
and deliver within the city limits for service. 715 -822-4933.
The 2023 Miss Cumberland and Court are: 1st Princess Sofie 

Williams, 2nd Princess Makenzie Donica, Junior Princess Cait-
lyn Cook, Junior Princess Harper Haugen, and the 2023 Miss 
Cumberland Audrina Garling.
Family, officers and media were on hand on August 22nd, for 

the dedication of Officer Emily Breidenbach and Officer Hunter 
Scheel Memorial Highway. The Memorial Highway runs be-
tween Cameron and Chetek.
September
(20)   On Saturday September 16th, the Cumberland High 

School Marching Band traveled to Baldwin-Woodville High 
School to participate in its first adjudicated competition of the 
fall season.  There were 9 bands that performed throughout the 
evening and two competitive bands in Cumberland’s class (class 
A).  The Cumberland Marching Band had a great first perfor-
mance and took home 1st place honors in their class and had the 
second highest score overall classes for the evening.  In addition, 
they took home caption awards for Best Musical Presentation, 
Best Visual Presentation, and Best Colorguard in class A.  Class 
A breakdown was as follows (total points are on a 100 point 
scale):
2nd place - Minnetonka High School - 64.4
1st place - Cumberland High School - 69.013
(27)
Cumberland Healthcare announces the retirement of Fam-

ily Medicine physician Dr. Alan Carlson on November 9, 

Dr. Alan Carlson

City Council...
dorsements. It was also 
learned Mr. Reeg held the 
same position in the City of 
Mauston for five years prior 
to issuing a resignation let-
ter to Mauston Mayor Den-
nis Nielsen and the council. 
His resignation was to be 
effective September 18th, 

2023, the same day the city 
terminated Reeg’s contract 
without cause following a 
closed common council ses-
sion. The City of Mauston 
made no further comments. 
Mr. Reeg had previously 

admitted to stealing $1,900 
from the DNR in 2003.
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Northwoods Notebook: A night 
of love songs at ETC by Larry 
Werner

News from City Hall
Dan Shoemaker-Mayor

Ann and I were in our 
40s when we met. So when 
we got married, we did 
the first dance to a tune 
called “Old Love.”

Recorded by a Min-
nesota couple who per-
formed as Neal & Lean-
dra, we danced to these 
lyrics at our wedding 28 
½ years ago:

“We’ve got an old love. 
One we never will get 
tired of. One that fits us 
like an old glove. One to 
warm the winter days.” 

And on it went, finish-
ing with: “We don’t have 
to say I love you. Quite as 
often as we used to. Old 
love just goes without 
saying. But we’ll still say 
it anyway.”

Don’t worry: Ann and 
I won’t be singing that 
song at the “Cumberland 
Cabaret: Love Notes” on 
Saturday, Feb. 10. But 
Travis Thorp, producer of 
the show, is hoping there 
are many talented singers 
and musicians out there 
who will perform songs 
of love the Saturday be-
fore Valentine’s Day.

Or perhaps you’ve got 
a poem to read about los-
ing your heart to that spe-
cial someone. 

“Violets are blue. Grass 
is green. I love you more 
than pork and beans.”

It’ll have to be better 
than that to get into the 
show. If you’re interest-
ed in auditioning, email 
Travis at etccumberland-
wi@gmail.com. Travis is 
a musician himself, play-
ing bass guitar in  Pai-
san & the Family Brass. 
He’s also a member of the 
ETC board and has taken 
on the task of putting this 
talent show together.

There’s no admission 
charge, but the ETC Tip 
Jar will be there for your 
free-will donations. 

The cabaret used to be 
an annual event. But, for 
reasons no one seems to 
be able to recall, it hasn’t 
been held for many years. 
It was a way to showcase 
the phenomenal musical 
talent in this music-cra-
zy town of 2,000. And it 
won’t just be newcomers 

to music on the Ruppel 
Family Theater stage.

I noticed today on Dus-
tin DeGolier’s gig list 
that this uber-talented 
guitarist and singer plans 
to be there. I’m sure 
you’ll be hearing from 
several of those who play 
on summer Tuesdays in 
our Island City Music se-
ries. What could be better 
than an evening of love 
songs on a winter even-
ing? (Don’t say a Netf-
lix movie in front of the 
fire.)

Certainly, you’ve got 
your song. I grew up in 
the 1960s, and, I would 
guess, half the top 40 
hits were love songs. 
Remember “April Love” 
by Pat Boone, or “Love 
Hurts” by Roy Orbison? 
How about Bobby Vin-
ton’s schmaltzy tunes like 
“Sealed with a Kiss” or 
“Mr. Lonely.” 

Of course, there was 
a series of morbid love 
songs, like “Teen Angel.” 
Yes, that one about the 
car stalling on the rail-
road track and he pulled 
her from the car, “but you 
went running back” – for 
his class ring. If you want 
to sing that one, I suppose 
Travis will let you. As 
long as you don’t also do 
“Tell Laura I Love Her.”

It should be a fun night. 
It’s the last ETC event 
until spring, the season of 
love, when the birds sing 
their songs of rejoice that 
winter has ended.

Speaking of birds, re-
member this one? “There 
were birds in the sky. But 
I never saw them wing-
ing. No, I never saw them 
at all. . . .

Mike Hewitt and I used 
to sing that song to Mrs. 
Green in the cafeteria 
line at Bay City Central 
High School, raising 
our hands toward her as 
we sang, “Til there was 
you.”

You can accomplish a 
lot with a good love song. 
In our case, we got extra 
mashed potatoes from the 
cafeteria manager.

Larry Werner’s email is 
lhwerner47@gmail.com.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.
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Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“Unique approaches can help attract foreign students to Wisconsin”
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✍ Letters to the Editor: The 
Cumberland      Advocate wel-
comes letters to the editor, 500 
words or less on subjects of 
interest to our readers, however, 
the choice of any material is at 
the discretion of the editor. Let-
ters are limited to one per month 
per person.Letters endorsing or 
criticizing candidates for elected 
office will not be published two 
weeks prior to the election. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to edit letters to meet 
space requirements, clarify, or 
to avoid obscenity, libel, or inva-
sion of privacy. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include the 
address and phone number(s) 
for verification purposes.

Poetry and thank you letters 
are not appropriate. There will 
be a charge for letters of thank 
you from individuals and they 
will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
2:00 p.m. on 

Friday
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WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

MADISON, Wis. – As the 
nation enters the 2024 elec-
tion year, one of the most 
fractious issues is immigra-
tion – illegal or otherwise. 
Many Americans are wor-
ried about the seemingly 
endless flow of migrants 
across the U.S. southern 
border; others want to pro-
tect people seeking political 
asylum; still others believe 
a modernized legal entry 
system will help ease chron-
ic talent shortages at home.
 Into that emotional fray 

enters the Universities of 
Wisconsin with a plan to 
open its doors to more for-
eign-born students while 
helping itself cope in an era 
of stagnant enrollment.
 The goal is not to replace 

any Wisconsin students but 
to help make up for the fact 
there are 20,000 fewer stu-
dents at UW campuses than 
there were 10 years ago, 
thanks to a declining pool 
of in-state high school stu-
dents and some attrition in 
interest in earning a four-
year degree. International 
students make up about 4% 
of UW enrollment – much 
of it concentrated at UW-
Madison – while neighbor-
ing states Minnesota, Il-
linois, Michigan and Iowa 
report higher shares, in 
most cases double or more.
 A Boston-based com-

pany called Shorelight 
helps connect international 
students to a reported 84 
public and private colleges 

across the country; UW-
Whitewater and UW-River 
Falls approved contracts 
with that firm in Novem-
ber. The Board of Regents 
approved a second round 
of Shorelight contracts for 
UW-Eau Claire, UW-Green 
Bay, UW-Platteville and 
UW-Superior in Decem-
ber and another agreement 
between Kings Education, 
also of Boston, and UW-
Stout. Kings has previously 
worked with UW-Madison 
on placing international stu-
dents.
 With a UW goal of dou-

bling international student 
enrollment by 2028, those 
kind of relationships with 
major recruiters will be 
needed. There may also be 
room for smaller, entrepre-
neurial approaches such as 
US-University Pathways, 
a Madison-based company 
that doesn’t wait for inter-
national students to learn 
about Wisconsin just as 
they’re ready for college. 
It’s training them in high 
school.
 Bing Liang, the president 

of US-University Pathways, 
pitched his unique firm at 
the Wisconsin Early Stage 
Symposium in November. 
His approach: Use Wiscon-
sin high-school curricula 
and Wisconsin teachers to 
educate high school stu-
dents in their home coun-
tries in hopes they will wind 
up in Wisconsin colleges.
 With 100 students in 

Ukraine, Portugal and 
China, and many more ex-
pected to be enrolled in Af-
rica and Central America in 
coming years, US-Universi-
ty Pathways is undergoing a 
growth spurt – starting from 
Liang alone to 10 employ-
ees in the past year or so. 
Liang says the company has 
thus far partnered with UW-
Green Bay, UW-Platteville, 
St. Norbert College and 
Edgewood College.
 The basic business model 

is a combination of tuition 
and commissions for re-
cruiting students, as well 
as scholarships offered by 
Wisconsin colleges to pro-
spective students.
 “(We) are really trying to 

solve the issue of declin-
ing enrollments that many 
Wisconsin universities are 
facing. We’re trying to pre-
pare students in their home 
countries through a Wiscon-
sin high-school education.” 
Liang said.
 “We want them to be 

proud of Wisconsin, at 
home, so they are moti-
vated to come to Wisconsin 
universities after they get a 
high-school diploma from 
Wisconsin,” he added.
 Not every high-school 

kid in Portugal, China or 
Ukraine longs to wear 
Badger red, dance to “Jump 
Around” during football 
games or learn every nu-
ance of Wisconsin culture. 
However, the notion of in-
troducing international stu-

dents to the Wisconsin in 
high school – before they 
may choose from hundreds 
of American universities – 
makes sense. It improves 
the odds.
 Universities are also 

free to be selective in 
who they admit, espe-
cially in a world where 
strife could be inadvert-
ently imported through 
students from global hot-
spots.
 Liang comes by his af-

finity for Wisconsin nat-
urally. Born in China, he 
was educated at Madison 
College, UW-Platteville 
and Edgewood, where 
he earned a doctorate 
in Higher Educational 
Leadership. He’s also ac-
tive in community groups 
and says he’s made Wiscon-
sin his home.
 It’s hard to know if or 

when the larger immigra-
tion struggle will be solved, 
if at all, because the start of 
an election year makes pro-
gress harder. It’s reassuring 
to know, on the other hand, 
that ways to attract students 
and workers to Wisconsin 
are being explored in ways 
big and small. In a com-
petitive region, nation and 
world, falling behind on 
educated and trained talent 
is not an answer.
 Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
January 15, 2014

On January 25, celebrate 
with Miriah Lehmann, a 
2009 Cumberland High 
School graduate, as she is 
officially crowned Miss 
Rodeo Wisconsin 2014.

The Cumberland Ki-
wanis is pleased to an-
nounce their 2014 Board 
of Directors. They are Dr. 
Lauryn Brunclik, Chris 
Kahl, Lori Bock, Barry 
Ranallo, Jim Cervenka, 
Al Wilhelmi, Larry Hem-
mingsen, Mark Hanson, 
Brandon Stuntz and 2014 
President John Garibaldi.

       20 Years Ago
January 14, 2004

January Middle School 
Students of the Month are 
Robyn Braun, 5th Grade; 
Lauren Dehline, 5th Grade; 
Melanie Bertelsen, 7th 
Grade; Anne Proescholdt, 
8th Grade; John Erdman, 
6th Grade; Scott Neby, 8th 
Grade, Kristin Brown, 6th 
Grade; and Kayla Thomp-
son, 7th Grade.

30 Years Ago
January 12, 1994

The Cumberland Lam-
pert’s Home Center now 
has a new manager as Kirk 
Beecher has recently been 
appointed to take over the 
reins from Carol Dahlhaus-
er who is retiring. Beecher 
has  been employed by 
Lampert’s for eight years, 
most recently the assistant 
manager of the Lampert’s 
store in Apple Valley, MN. 

East  Luck Cesa #11 
Head Start, Cumberland, 
recently received a $200 
dona t ion  f rom the  S t . 
C r o i x  C a s i n o ,  Tu r t l e 
Lake. The gift was used 
to  purchase  Chris tmas 
presents for Head Start 
Program children. 

40 Years Ago
     January 11, 1984
A fire Saturday morn-

ing, gutted Jerry’s City 
Laundry on 2nd Avenue, 
and forced one family 
out of their second floor 
apartment in the building. 
The fire, which started in 
the wall, was an electri-
cal fire. Cumberland Fire 
Chief Bob Mack stated it 
took about six hours to 
put out the fire. The two 
buildings on each side 
of Jerry’s City Laundry, 
(Skiddies and the laun-
dromat) were not dam-
aged during the fire.

      50 Years Ago 
   January 10, 1974
Ear ly  las t  Thursday 

morning,  the  Erickson 
Holiday Station in down-
town  Cumberland was 
entered by thieves that 
broke a window. The safe 
in the building was forced 
and a small  amount of 
cash was taken. The in-
cident is under investiga-
tion.

A new rural fire  truck 
was received by the Cum-
berland Volunteer  Fire 
Department recently and 
is now in use by the fire-

men. The new truck re-
p laces  an  18-yea r-o ld 
model that was traded in 
and is jointly owned by 
the Townships of Cum-
berland, Lakeland, Maple 
Plain, Crystal Lake and 
the City of Cumberland.

       60 Years Ago
   January 16, 1964
Airman Second Class 

Larry Nystrom, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. James Nystrom, 
is  being re-assigned to 
Truax Fie ld ,  WI. ,  fo l -
lowing  h is  g radua t ion 
from the techinal training 
course for United States 
Air Force air armament 
mechanics at Lowry AFB, 
Colorado. He learned to 
interpret data flow and 
use electronic test equip-
ment to repair F-101 and 
F-102 aircraft weapons 
control systems.

A  fire of undetermined 
origin heavily damaged a 
vacant house owned  by 
Mrs. G. Bents, a mile west 
of Comstock. The fire is 
still under investigation.

     80 Years Ago 
January 13, 1944

The Cumberland Fire-
men had their annual meet-
ing Monday. Wm. Hines 
was re-elected chief, Ed 
Johnson and Alfred Han-
son were re-elected secre-
tary-treasurer. Chief Hines 
reported that there were 
six fires in 1943 which the 
fire department was called 
out and three of these were 
chimney fires.

Miss Helen Adams of 
Shell Lake is the new kin-
dergarten teacher in the 
Cumberland Grade School. 
She took over the duties 
following the Christmas 
holidays, succeeding Miss 
Margaret Barry. 

  Date  Hi   Lo  Pre  Snow  
01/02   23 17  0.00  0.00
01/03   30 22  0.00  0.00
01/04   28 15  trace  trace
01/05   25 16  trace  0.00
01/06   31  24 0.07   1.0
01/07   29  22 0.00   0.00
01/08   22  18 0.00   0.0 

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 hours and 
are provided by the Cumber-
land 8tilit\ 2ffice.

2024

If you missed the building tour at the high school 
this past Monday there are two more chances to 
see for yourself the condition of the high school 
before the referendum on February 20th. The 
Cumberland School District is asking for voters to 
approve a $32.95 million dollar referendum. That 
is a lot of money. No one wants to spend money 
they don’t have too. There are problems that can’t 
be ignored at the school. Please make it a point 
to attend a community meeting and tour on Mon-
day, January 22nd or Monday, February 5th. The 
meetings and  tours will take place at 6 pm.

-0-
I received a call here at the office last week from 

a newspaper publisher in Northern Wisconsin. 
She wanted to know what mailing system I use 
here at the Advocate and if my postage had gone 
through the roof. She also asked me if I had talked 
to anyone else dealing with the same problem. I 
did indeed talk to another publisher in the county 
who relayed the same message. Postal rates have 
sky rocketed. What used to cost $220.00 or so a 
week to mail papers has increased to over $330.00 
per week in the last two years. I know everything 
has gone up but that is a very hefty increase to 
say the least. The folks here in town at the post 
office are great to work with and this has nothing 
to do with them. The poor service to out of state 
subscribers and price hikes are very frustrating to 
not just me at the Advocate, but many other news-
paper publishers as well. Not really sure there is 
an alternative. Some folks in Florida and Texas 
for example don’t receive a paper for two or three 
weeks then get three papers in one or two days. 
Thanks for your patience and supporting the Ad-
vocate.

-0-
The Packers picked up a nice win over the Bears 

to punch their ticket to the playoffs. Seems to me 
they were in the same position last year but scored 
something like 10 points to get beat by the Lions 
with Hall of Fame whiner and quarterback Aaron 
Rodgers. Rodgers played four snaps this season 
but yet he continues to be in the news for mak-
ing statements to the effect of needing to clean up 
messes and such in New York. He is the mess. It’s 
always about Aaron. The Packers and GM Brian 
Gutekunst have to be smiling. No more DRAMA! 
Plus they look to have another excellent young 
quarterback in Jordan Love AND the Jets 2nd 
round pick in the draft. Have a great week eve-
rybody!
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“Let Our Family Help Yours”

Lars H. Loberg Robert L. Loberg Jens H. Loberg

Family Law • Estate Planning
Real Estate • Personal Injury

Criminal Law  • OWI
715-273-5072

1397 Second Ave. • Cumberland
Sharing Office Space with Lakes Title

loberglawoffice.com

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Janelle C. Rognholt, 

22, Cameron, operating 
while revoked, $516.00. 
David C. Winger, 39, 
Cameron, operate with 
restricted controlled sub-
stance, $1,492.00. Ronald 
D. Blomberg, 34, Prai-
rie Farm, failure to wear a 
seat belt, $10.00. Samuel D. 
Boustead, 35, Foxboro, WI., 
speeding, $250.90. David 
R. Cash, 69, Lenexa, KS., 
speeding, $200.50. Adam 
J. Edwards, 36, Muskegon, 
MI., speeding, $250.90. Alex 
D. Featherly, 17, Rice Lake, 
operating a motor vehicle with-
out proof of insurance, $10.00. 
Alexander L. Griffin, 49, Rice 
Lake, operating a motor vehi-
cle without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Nur M. Guled, 22, Bar-
ron, non-registration of vehicle, 
$175.30, and failure to wear 
a seat belt, $10.00. Mohamed 
A. Hassan, 20, Barron, fail-
ure to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
Darcie J. Heier, 40, Rice Lake, 
speeding, $200.50. Patricia L. 
Kistner, 34, Bloomer, operating 
while suspended, $200.50. Jer-
emy D. Kuehn, 33, Burnsville, 
MN., speeding, $175.30. Shilo 
W. Loberg, 37, Rice Lake, un-
safe lane deviation, $175.30 
and operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance, $200.50. 
Robert C. Lone, 37, Augusta, 
windshields-tinting-critical 
area, $175.30. Tatum M. Miller, 
23, Comstock, non-registration 
of vehicle, $175.30. Abdul-
lahi A. Mohamed, 21, Bar-
ron, failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Brandon C. Purintun, 
31, Cameron, failure to wear 
a seat belt, $10.00. Duane M. 
Ristow, 45, Cameron, speeding, 
$225.70 and operating a motor 
vehicle without proof of insur-
ance, $10.00. Miguel A. Salas-
Sanchez, 21, Almena, OWI, 
$1,087.50. Lydia L. Siebert, 19, 
Prairie Farm, failure to wear a 
seat belt, $10.00. Troy A. Slay-
ton, 50, Chetek, failure to stop 
at a stop sign, $175.30. Jordan 
S. Smith, 25, Barron, OWI, 
$974.50. Nathan P. Stafford, 
21, Beaver Dam, speeding, 
$200.50. Shannon L. Thomp-
son, 53, Minong, operating a 
motor vehicle without insur-
ance, $200.50. Stewart D. Wil-
liams, 64, Rice Lake, operating 
a motor vehicle without proof 
of insurance, $10.00.

     Complaints 
Parker J. Graber, 18, of Cam-

eron, has been charged with un-
derage drinking. His court date 
is scheduled for March 6, 2024.
William A. Moncel, 17, of 

Hayward, has been charged 
with underage drinking. His 
court date is scheduled for 
March 6, 2024.
Ole R. Leiter, 30, of Hillsdale, 

has been charged with obstruct-
ing an officer and criminal 
damage to property. His court 
date is scheduled for March 6, 
2024.

Criminal
Complaints

 Dustin R. Moncel, 17, of 
Hayward, has been charged 
with possession of THC. His 
court hearing is scheduled for 
February 14, 2024.
Jacob J. Castle, 26, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct. His court 
appearance was scheduled for 
January 2, 2024.
Richard D. Polinski, 35, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct. His 
adjourned initial appearance is 
scheduled for February 7, 2024.
William C. Eagen, 65, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
operating while revoked and 
ignition interlock device tam-
pering/failure to install/violate 
court order. His adjourned ini-
tial appearance was scheduled 
for January 5, 2024.
Wendell A. Cole, 59, of Dal-

las, has been charged with pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
His adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for February 
7, 2024.
Aaron J. Gunderson, 22, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct, do-
mestic abuse and criminal dam-
age to property. His court hear-
ing is scheduled for February 
14, 2024.
Richard L. Manning, 54, of 

Barron, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and domes-
tic abuse. His adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled for 
January 5, 2024.
Dennis J. McKinnon, 60, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of improvised 
explosives. His adjourned ini-
tial appearance is scheduled for 
February 7, 2024.
Teresa M. Warnke, 55, of Si-

ren, has been charged with pos-
session of methamphetamine. 
Her adjourned initial appear-
ance is scheduled for February 
7, 2024.
Angelica R. Marconi, 31, no 

address, has been charged with 
possession of methamphet-
amine, possession of THC, pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
and operating while revoked. 
Her adjourned initial appear-
ance was scheduled for January 
5, 2024.
Travis O. Cagley, 41, of 

Ojibwa, has been charged with 
vehicle operator flee/elude an 
officer, and operating while 
revoked. His adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled for 
January 5, 2024.
Holly R. Thayer, 39, of Stone 

Lake, has been charged with 
possession of narcotic drugs, re-
sisting or obstructing an officer 
and possession of a controlled 
substance on or near certain 
places. Her adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled for 
January 5, 2024.
Ryan G. Charpentier, 33, of 

Little Canada, MN., has been 
charged with armed robbery, 
party to a crime, increased pen-
alty for elder person, armed bur-
glary, physical abuse of an elder 
person, intentionally cause 
bodily harm, use of a dangerous 
weapon, false imprisonment-
increased penalty for elder per-
son, and theft.
The Police Chief, with the 

Barron Police Department, re-
ports on December 19, 2023, 

at approximately 5:54 pm, he, 
along with three other officers 
with the Barron Police Depart-
ment, along with deputies from 
the Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department, and EMT first re-
sponders all responded to a resi-
dence in Barron in response to a 
dispatch from the Barron Coun-
ty Communications Center of 
an armed robbery that occurred. 
The chief reports that D.J.L. is 
the owner of and resides alone 
in the two story home.
The chief reports that he and 

other officers made contact 
with D.J.L. at a neighbor’s resi-
dence. D.J.L., who is 70 years 
old, had blood and bruising on 
the left side of his face. D.J.L. 
had visible injuries to his face, 
ear and wrists. D.J.L. was hav-
ing difficulty walking due to his 
injuries and stated his left leg 
was in pain.
The chief reports that, on De-

cember 19, 2023 at what D.J.L. 
estimated was approximately 
5:00 pm, he was in his kitchen 
when he heard a vehicle pull 
into the driveway. D.J.L. stated 
that two men entered his house 
through the side door. The side 
door was closed, but not locked. 
D.J.L. stated that the two men 
entered the house, pointed 
handguns at him, and asked 
him where the money was 
at. D.J.L. stated the two men 
forced him into the living room, 
tied his hands and feet with zip 
ties and rope, and pushed him 
onto the living room floor.
D.J.L. stated the two men 

threatened him with the use of 
force if he did not give  them the 
combination for a gun safe they 
found in a back room connect-
ed to the living room. D.J.L. 
stated he gave the two men the 
combination, but they were un-
able to unlock the safe. D.J.L. 
stated he was again threatened 
with the use of force if he did 
not open the safe. D.J.L. stated 
he opened the safe and the two 
men pushed him back on the 
floor. D.J.L. stated the two men 
ransacked the safe and stole be-
tween $13,000 and $14,000 in 
cash from multiple envelopes 
in a safe, a Smith & Wesson 
.22 Caliber handgun, $250 in 
Black Hills Gold jewelery, and 
a gold pocket watch valued at 
$250.00, and a weather station.
D.J.L. stated that one of the 

men stayed with him in the liv-
ing room while the other man 
searched the house. The other 
man soon returned and de-
manded the key to the upstairs 
gun safe. D.J.L. stated he dis-
closed the location of the key to 
the upstairs gun safe after again 
being threatened with the use of 
force if he did not do so. D.J.L. 
stated the man opened the safe 
and took the guns he had in the 
safe and brought them down-
stairs. D.J.L. stated that, at some 
point during the incident, the 
two men used a taser or some 
type of stun gun and tasered 
D.J.L. in the face. D.J.L. stated 
the two men took his wallet and 
cell phone from him, and then 
left his house at what he esti-
mates was approximately 5:20 
pm.
D.J.L. stated that, after the two 

men left, he was able to make 
his way over to the kitchen 

from the living room and cut 
the zip ties around his feet 
with a scissors. D.J.L. stated he 
then walked over to his neigh-
bor’s house where O.C.B. and 
L.M.B. cut the zip ties off his 
wrists.
The chief reports he observed 

the guns the  two men removed 
form the upstairs safe in a sheet 
on the floor in the living room. 
The sheet had been tied on both 
ends to make lifting and car-
rying the firearms easier. For 
some reason, the two men left 
the firearms in the hallway on 
the main floor when they left.
The chief reports that L.C.B., 

who is the adult son of O.C.B. 
and L.M.B., and was at their 
house when the armed robbery 
occurred at D.J.L.’s home, re-
called seeing a tan SUV parked 
in front of D.J.L’s home when 
L.C.B. left for work on Decem-
ber 19, 2023 at approximately 
4:50 pm. The chief reports with 
this information, officers with 
the Barron Police Department 
searched Flock camera’s and 
observed a Chevrolet Tahoe, 
displaying a Minnesota license 
plate in multiple locations in 
Barron County on December 
19, 2023.
The chief reports through fur-

ther investigation, he obtained 
information that the registered 
owners of the vehicle seen on 
the Flock camera’s are the de-
fendant, Charpentier and his 
ex-wife.
The chief reports he made 

contact with the ex-wife, who 
confirmed she still owns the 
Tahoe with Charpentier and 
been unable to remove her 
name from the registration. She 
stated she had not driven the 
Tao on December 19, 2023, nor 
had she driven the vehicle in 
the two weeks prior. She stated 
Charpentier had the Tahoe dur-
ing that period.
The chief reports that an of-

ficer located a picture of Char-
pentier on Twitter. In addition, 
the officer viewed the pictures 
of Charpentier on the Wiscon-
sin DMV search result under 
his previous driver’s license in 
Wisconsin and a picture of him 
on his personal Facebook page. 
The chief reports that, as part 

of his continuing investigation 
of this case, he contacted sev-
eral businesses on Highway 8. 
One of the businesses he made 
contact with was a gas station 
in St. Croix Falls. The chief 
reports he spoke with that store 
manager and asked her if she 
would review camera footage 
and look for a Chevrolet Tahoe, 
with a possible arrival time on 
December 19, 2023 between 
6:05 pm and 6:15 pm. The chief 
reports he sent her two photo-
graphs of the vehicle. 
The chief reports that the 

manager called him back and 
advised video from the surveil-
lance cameras at the gas sta-
tion showed what appeared to 
be the same vehicle stopped at 
the store and two males enter-
ing the store. The chief reports 
he drove to the gas station and 
viewed the videos. On Decem-
ber 19, 2023, at approximately 
6:04 pm, the surveillance video 
shows a male using crutches 
exiting the passenger side door, 

the driver is not visible walking 
into the store from the outside 
camera.
The video from the front 

counter/cashier area shows both 
men, who appear to back to 
the bathroom. They get several 
items which they pay for with 
cash. The driver comes to the 
register first and then goes out 
of frame to retrieve an ID to 
purchase a pack of cigarettes. 
The passenger comes up to 
the register with two teas. The 
driver is again seen on the video 
when he returns to the counter 
and hands an ID to purchase 
the cigarettes.
The chief reports he 

showed the officer the sur-
veillance photos and video 
from the gas station. The of-
ficer observed the driver and 
Charpentier appeared to be 
the same person based on the 
three photographs. 
The chief reports that 

D.J.L. informed him that, 
prior to the armed robbery, 
he initially was going to 
have his roof installed by 
an individual. In September 
2023, D.J.L. stated he gave 
the male a down payment, 
but the male was unable 
to complete the job. D.J.L. 
stated that the male had been 
in the house, but only in the 
kitchen area. D.J.L. stated he 
also payed the male in cash.
In the course of this inves-

tigation, the chief reports 

Charpentier called him want-
ing to discuss the case. In the 
course of that discussion, the 
chief asked Charpentier if he 
knew the male. Charpentier 
stated that the male was an 
old friend of his mother’s 
and that he had seen him a 
couple of weeks prior. 
The passenger in the ve-

hicle has not been identified 
yet  and there is a nationwide 
warrant issued for his arrest.
If  convicted for armed 

robbery, party to a crime, 
increased penalty for el-
der person, Charpentier 
may be fined not more than 
$100,000 or imprisoned not 
more than 40 years or both. 
For armed burglary, party 
to a crime, and increased 
penalty for elder person, 
he may be fined not more 
than $50,000 or imprisoned 
not more than 15 years or 
both. For physical abuse 
for an elder person, and use 
of a dangerous weapon, he 
may be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned not 
more than six years or both. 
For false imprisonment, he 
may be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned not 
more than six years or both. 
For theft-movable property, 
and increased penalty for el-
der person, he may be fined 
not more than $25,000 or im-
prisoned for not more than 10 
years or both. 
     

Cumberland Woman is  
Sentenced to One Year in 
Prison for Embezzling Funds 
from St. Croix Chippewa 
Indians of Wisconsin
Karen Johnson, 55, of 

Cumberland was sentenced 
on Thursday, January 4, 
2024, by U.S. District 
Judge William M. Conley 
to one year and one day in 
prison for wire fraud, to be 
followed by a three-year pe-
riod of supervised release. 
On September 1, 2023, 
Johnson pleaded guilty to 
this charge.
Between 2014 and 2019, 

Johnson stole over $200,000 
from the St. Croix Chip-
pewa Indians of Wisconsin. 
This agency is responsible 
for providing and maintain-
ing housing for low-income 
tribal members. The Hous-
ing Authority receives in 
excess of $1 million each 
year in grant funding from 
the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment. Johnson who 
worked for the Housing Au-

thority since 1995, used her 
position to write checks for 
personal expenses. This in-
cluded a scheme to defraud 
in which she generated and 
approved false invoices 
billing the Housing Author-
ity for work purportedly 
done by a contractor. She 
then wrote checks drawn 
on Housing Authority 
funds, forged the contrac-
tor’s signature and depos-
ited checks into her own 
bank account.
At the sentencing, Judge 

Conley found that John-
son’s conduct was serious 
because she took advantage 
of her position within the 
Housing Authority and de-
prived other tribal members 
of financial support. Judge 
Conley stated a custodial 
sentence was also warrant-
ed due to the length of time 
Johnson stole the funds.
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Sports

OBITUARIES. . .

Chayden Berghammer  runs the ball  upcourt in the Beavers home win over  St. Croix Falls. Photo by Maria 
Lynch

Troy Majewski  tries to dribble around  a  Saint defender in the boys 49-37 home court win. Photo by Maria Lynch

Boys BB Standings

Gavin Gores goes in for a lay-up in the Beavers win over St. Croix Falls. Gores led the Beavers with 24 points 
and 11 rebounds. Photo by Maria Lynch.

Boy’s Basketball Team 
Wins Twice, Record 
Climbs to 5 and 4
The Cumberland Boy’s 

Basketball Team got back 

into action last week, com-

ing away with a pair of vic-

tories to raise their record to 

5 and 4 on the 2023-2024 

season. The Beavers played 

on Monday in Spring Val-

ley, before heading to the 

road this Thursday for a 

game in Hayward. The next 

home contest is Tuesday, 

January 16, when they host 

the Ladysmith Lumberjacks 

on John Schell Court.

Cumberland raced to a 31-

22 lead at halftime in the 

victory over the Pirates and 

then pulled away to a 73-62 

victory. Gavin Gores was 

outstanding in the contest, 

piling up 36 points and 11 

rebounds. His night includ-

ed a nine for nine from the 

free throw line and three of 

six from beyond the arc.

Chayden Berghammer 

also had an excellent night 

with 19 points and an assist, 

while Uriah Johnson was a 

third Beaver in double fig-

ures with 15. Troy Majew-

ski added a team-high six 

assists.

“Gavin had another incred-

ibly efficient scoring night, 
while Chayden played his 

best complete game to date. 

It was a good win against a 

team with a lot of size,” said 

Head Coach Brian Dutton. 

The Beavers doubled up 

on their wins for the week 

on Thursday with a 49-37 

victory over St. Croix Falls. 

“It was a good team win on 

a tough night as both Gavin 

and Alex Effertz battled 

some foul trouble in the first 
half. Jack Richter really 

played well off the bench 

for us and although we 

didn’t play up to our stan-

dards offensively, team de-

fense was much improved,” 

added Coach Dutton.

Gores still managed to 

score 24 points and pull 

down 11 rebounds, while 

Berghammer continued his 

strong play with 13 points. 

Richter added five points, 
four rebounds and two 

steals. The Beavers defense 

held the Saints to 32 percent 

shooting from the floor as 
their record fell to 3 and 8 

on the season.

“We still have lots to work 

on, but I thought we got bet-

ter throughout last week’s 

success,” Coach Dutton 

concluded.

Northwest Icemen Have 
Busy Week
The Northwest Icemen’s 

only game last week was 

postponed to this week as 

the team had an opportunity 

to prepare for a busy slate 

of games over a five-day 
period between January 8 

and the 11th. 

Monday, the Icemen 

played Chequamegon/Phil-

lips/Butternut, with Tues-

day, a game in Lakeland. 

The week concludes this 

Thursday, with a 7:00 home 

game in Barron against Re-

gis/Altoona/McDonell. The 

Icemen are currently 1 and 

9, while Regis/Altoona/Mc-

Donell is 3 and 8 heading 

into action on Monday.

Hockey Standings

Girls BB Standings

Cumberland Mixed up 
Bowling  League
Second Half Standings
Cumberland Federal-7  

Club Cumberland  - 4

Grandma’s Gang - 4

Cumberland Bus - 3

Corner Bar - 2

3 High Scratch Games  
Don Donatell - 182 

Nolan Scheps - 175 

Kevin Larson - 168 

3 High Scratch Series  
Kevin Larson - 442 

Don Donatell - 427 

Michael Cifaldi - 421
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Mississippi Hog and Deer Hunt

Hello friends,
     This week’s and next week’s columns will be 

interesting and because there is so much to say in 
a small space, I cannot go into detail. My 22-year-
old daughter Selina Walters and I drove 935 miles to 
the Delta National Forest in west central Mississippi 
where we met my brother Tom Walters. The three of 
us camped for 8 days and did our best to make some 
meat. We have hunted here back in 2019 and 2022 
and not harvested a deer. We keep going back be-
cause the deer and hogs were wiped out by the flood 
of the century in 2019 and we are confident that what 
we pursue will return.

Tuesday, December 26th
  High 51, low 28
Side bar story, I am driving and pulling a very 

loaded trailer near Rockford, Illinois. There is lots of 
traffic, I have a semi to my right and 80 yards in front 
of me a car.  Without any warning the driver of the car 
stops on the interstate. Selina and I knew we were 
going to rear end him; I went right in a last millisec-
ond effort into the median and no contact was made. 

Camp, we arrived at 9.00 pm, just under 15 
hours, without stopping for anything but gas. Excite-
ment, Tom has been bow hunting here a lot as he 
has a lake house in the area and has been seeing a 
lot of deer. Reality, bucks have to have a 15 inch in-
side spread or a main beam of 18 inches. Due to the 
flood, numbers of deer that meet these requirements 
are minimal but improving.

 Wednesday, December 27th
   High 52, low 28
Our first hunt was an afternoon adventure and we 

left camp in 2 canoes. Tom and Selina would be to-
gether with a short paddle and a ¾ mile hike through 
cypress and oak forests that are literally breath tak-
ing if you are a forest person. Selina saw a buck that 
she did not feel had an inside spread of 15 inches, 
she also saw 6 doe. Tom had deer experiences and I 
had a couple of hundred turkey buzzards roost where 
I was hunting.

Thursday, December 27th

   High 48, low 26
 Selina had a hog directly under her tree, but it 

was a half hour before daylight.             
   I met some really cool Mississippi hunters down 

here 2 years ago and the last 2 years they came to 
Wisconsin and hunted turkey. Let me tell you about 
my friends, they are southern Baptists, they run dogs 
and also still hunt, honor is a part of every breath they 
take and man for man, kid for kid they are the tough-
est people that I have ever met.

   Today I also made what I feel will be anoth-
er friend, his name is Daniel Ainsworth and Daniel 
hunts with a family member off horses. Yesterday 
his partner flushed a group of hogs and shot 4 with 
his BAR 30:06 while riding his horse which he said 
never flinched. Daniel is maybe 30 and is a lineman, 
in other words he builds and repairs power lines and 
works a ton of hours until hunting season. These 
guys were camped next to us and kept their horses 
right in camp.

   Squirrel hunters, there is no way I could possibly 
describe how huge squirrel hunting is in the south. 
They let school out when the season opens and eve-
ryone in the family group hunts squirrel and camps, 
in many cases they use dogs. Again, the honor and 
true grit of these people is amazing.

   Dogs, we arrive the week the dog season be-
gins for deer and the squirrel hunters are also in the 
woods in mass because of no school for Christmas 
break. We travel to our hunts by canoe and that 
helps, but it seems you can always hear hounds 
somewhere off in the distance and sometimes, right 
under your tree.

Friday, December 28th
   High 53, low 25
Tom, Selina and I are having a blast and hunting 

hard. The deer are moving and at night we also cook 
awesome meals and socialize. The hound hunters 
could be hurting us a tad, but our main situation is 
bucks that are not 15 inches. After my morning hunt I 
paddled my canoe to where Tom and Selina stashed 
theirs for their hunt. I figured I would walk in and 

jabber with them as I knew they would be headed 
back. About 80 yards off to my right I saw something 
I knew that I had to check out. What I found was a 
tore up buck rub and a brand-new buck scrape that 
had fresh dirt on the leaves. I am out of space but let 
me tell you, the scrape and the following hunt would 
be a memory maker!

  Hunt with family and friends!
Sunset 

Tom Walters and his niece Selina Walters paddling to 
an afternoon deer hunt in The Delta National Forest in 
west central Mississippi.

This scrape and rub were discovered hours after it 
was made.

Working Hard!

Although the results have not been what the girls are looking for  they keep working hard every night. Pictu-
red here Raegan Beecroft lines up a free throw vs Hayward.

Melody Taylor  looks to go to the basket during the girls home court loss to the Hurricanes.

Girl’s Drop Pair of Contest; 

Host Northwestern This 

Friday

The Cumberland Girl’s 
Basketball Team dropped 
a pair of games last week 
as they were defeated by 
Grantsburg 58-27 in a non-
conference contest on the 
road and Hayward 67-10 in 
a HON match-up in Cum-
berland. The team was back 
in action on Tuesday in 
Ladysmith and then return 
to the home floor this Fri-
day when they take on the 
Northwestern Tigers at 6:00 
pm.
“We didn’t play a bad game 

against Grantsburg, we just 
couldn’t get our shots to 
drop. The girls hustled and 
never gave up,” said Head 
Coach Kim Weber about the 
loss to the Pirates. 
Macy Beecroft had a nice 

game and led the way with 
13 points and a team-high 

six rebounds, while Mel-
ody Taylor added seven 
points and four boards. Al-
ora Garibaldi, meanwhile, 
added three assists. Megan 
Schafer led Grantsburg with 
20 points.
Friday’s contest against 

Hayward was controlled 
from the start by the Hur-
ricanes, who led from start 
to finish. A large number of 
turnovers caused by Hay-
ward defensive pressure 
made it a tough evening for 
the Cumberland girls, who 
managed only 21 shots from 
the floor in the game. Rae-
gan Beecroft and Melody 
Taylor led Cumberland with 
three points each.
Barron and St. Croix Falls 

are atop of the HON stand-
ings with current records of 
7 and 0.

Sports Calendar

Thursday, Jan. 11

Wrestling home Quad 5:00

Boys BB @ Hayward 7:00

Hockey vs Altoona @ Barron 7:00

Friday, Jan. 15

Girls BB home vs Luck 6:00

Tuesday, Jan. 16

Boys BB home vs Ladysmith 7:00

Thursday, Jan. 18

Girls BB @ Barron 6:00

Wrestling home vs St. Croix Falls 7:00
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Jack Owens picked up 4 wins including two pins in Cadott to claim the 165 pound title. Photo by Dakota 
Morfoot

Boaz West helped the Beavers claim the Tournament title pinning three in claiming the 132 pound title. Photo 
by Dakota Morfoot.

Noah Hile grabbed two pins and a 7-2 decision to win the 120 pound title at Cadott. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Nelson Vasquez turned in a runner-up performance at Cadott to help propel the Beavers to the Tournament 
Championship. Photo by Dakota Morfoot.

Wrestlers run-away 
with Team Victory at 
Cadott Tournament
The Cumberland Bea-

vers scored 509.5 team 
points and had six Indi-
vidual Champions as they 
took home first place at 
the Cadott Invitational last 
Saturday in Cadott. Hay-
ward came in second with 
494.5 points in the twelve-
team Tournament, while 
Glenwood City was third at 
411.5. “It was a well-earned 
victory as all 12 of our 
competing athletes were in 
the semifinals,” said Head 
Coach Justin Peterson. 
Taking first for the Bea-

vers were Braden Johnson 
(106), Caleb Hile (113), 
Noah Hile (120), Boaz 
West (132), Dawson John-
son (138), and Jack Owens 
(165). A second-place fin-
ish came from both Nelson 
Vasquez at 144-pounds and 
DauTre Allen at 175.
“It was a lot of fun watch-

ing two sets of brothers 
each win the tournament 
as well as Jack Owens and 
Boaz West, who collected 
their first tournament vic-
tories. There is a lot to look 
forward to this season and 
we are planning to continue 
making improvements each 
week,” said Coach Peterson 
about the results. 
Braden Johnson improved 

to 25 and 2 with two byes 
and two pins in Cadott. His 
brother, Dawson, continued 
his incredible career by in-
creasing his overall mark to 
27-0 with a bye, two pins, 
and a major decision. He 
has now accumulated 150 
victories in his career with 
the Beavers.
Caleb Hile took his title at 

113-pounds with a bye and 
two major decisions to run 
his record to 20-10 on the 
year. His impressive day 
of wrestling was matched 
by his brother, Noah, who 
moved to 20 and 5 with a 

bye, two pins, and a 7-2 vic-
tory over Kaleb Lodahl (20-
5) of Cadott in the Champi-
onship match.
West has been a new ad-

dition to the Beavers line-
up and is making the team 
even better as he raised his 
overall mark to 8 and 3 with 
his Championship. West 
received a bye in the first 
round and then pinned three 
straight opponents, the lon-
gest match in 4:23.
Owens took the Beavers fi-

nal title and raised his over-
all mark to an excellent 22 
and 7 with a bye, two pins, 
and a 6-1 decision over 
Ethan Upson of Phillips in 
his final match. 
DauTre Allen (17-7) and 

Nelson Vasquez (10-9) took 
seconds, while Mitchell 
Monchilovich (14-11) and 
Harrison Ruppel (20-9) 
took thirds. It was indeed an 
excellent day for the whole 
Beaver’s team.
As a team, Cumberland is 

currently ranked in the top-
10 in the state’s D3 teams, 
while Individually several 
Beavers are ranked among 
the best in their weight 
class. 
Next on the schedule was 

a quad on Tuesday, while 
this Thursday, the Beavers 
head to Ladysmith, where 
they meet Northwestern and 
the Lumberjacks in a pair 
of HON duals. This is fol-
lowed by a big home match 
against the St. Croix Falls 
Saints on January 18. 
“We are excited to host 

Parent’s Night on Thursday, 
January 18th against Saint 
Croix Falls and our Beaver 
Dam Slam tournament on 
Tuesday the 23rd will also 
be a nice challenge. A big 
thank you to the Cumber-
land community for all their 
support so far this season,” 
concluded Coach Peterson.

Young Beaver Wrestlers 
Compete in Eau Claire
Several of the younger 

Cumberland wrestlers 
competed in the Wiscon-
sin Challenge Qualifier in 
Eau Claire last Saturday. 
Over 1,400 wrestlers from 
across Wisconsin competed 
at eight Region events to 
qualify for the Finals held 
in Wausau. Each Varsity 
wrestling coach is asked to 
use their best discretion and 
judgment when consider-
ing entering individuals into 
the Challenge Series. This 
competition is intended to 
accommodate ‘sub-varsity’ 

level wrestlers as opposed 
to varsity level ‘competi-
tive’ regular varsity line up 
wrestlers who have been 
contributing members of 
a varsity squad during any 
season.
Among those doing well 

for the Beavers were three 
wrestlers who took first 
place. They included Colt 
Miller, Connor Burke, and 
Brody Gilbertson, who each 
received a bye and went 
3 and 0 on the day in their 
weight class.
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HELP 
 CUMBERLAND

BOY SCOUTS
Deposit Aluminum
 Cans in the Scout
 Bin Behind the
  Amoco Station

Thanks
for reading

The 
Advocate

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Klonewerks (Broker)
763-228-8607 • Payments • POS• Payroll.
Stacy Klone•Stacy@KloneWerks.com

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1110 7th Ave.• Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Financial Services

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST

CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151

WHITE
ELECTRIC, INC.

-Wiring
-Trenching

-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.

Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147

715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 

AGENCY, LLC 

Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED

 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Service 
Directory 

Ads appear 
weekly in 

the 
Cumberland 

Advocate  
To place your 

Service 
Directory Ad 

Call: 
715-822-4469 

J.J.S. AUTO 

BODY CLINIC
COMPLETE CAR & 

TRUCK REPAIR

• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES

• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement

M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue

Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 

Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST

Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks

PROMPT • RELIABLE

Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland

651-261-3543

651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com

      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT Northland Insurance Services, Inc.

Risk Auto Insurance Specialists
SR22 FILINGS • TOO MANY TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS

5 W NEWTON ST  715-234-3427  RICE LAKE

Electro Rooting 

& Hydro Jetting 

From small 

drains to large 

sewers...No Job 

too Big or Small!

So give me a call!

715-419-0233

I have a confession to 
make --I have started out 
the year by making a HUGE 
mistake!!  I looked back at 
the Barronett news from 
the end of November, and 
I told you  at that time that 
the Shallow Lake Ice Fish-
ing contest would be held 
on January 27th.  Well, that 
was absolutely correct.  But, 
suddenly, in later letters 
to you, I started saying it 
was going to be on January 
20th.  WRONG!!  I hope the 
members of the Civic Club, 
and especially Bonnie, will 
be a little understanding – 
Not that I deserve it.  I can-
not imagine how I changed 
the dates, but I do hope that 
you marked the 27th down 
for the contest. 

I did get another e-mail 
from Bonnie this past Satur-
day, and she said that they 
are planning for all activi-
ties to go ahead on the 27th.  
There will be over $1,000 
in door prizes drawn on the 
ice during the contest, and 
all “ON ICE” prizes must 
be picked up on ice.  There 
will be a special drawing 
on ice for kids 12-years-
old and younger, so please 
remember to sign up your 
kids who attend.  

A Souper Supper will be 
served at the community 
center immediately fol-
lowing the fishing contest.  
There will be a few differ-
ent kinds of soup.  Free tap 
beer will be served from 
3:00 until 3:30 – if it lasts.  
There will be in indoor 
ice fishing contest, dice 
game, and other raffles.  
Major raffle winners will 
be drawn at the commu-
nity center, and fish contest 
money prizes will be given 
out there as well.  Raffle 
tickets will be available 
at local merchants and on 
the ice.  Sounds as though 
a good time will be had by 
all.  So please forgive my 
blunder, and, hopefully, we 
will see you on Shallow 
Lake on the 27th of Janu-
ary for the big ice fishing 
contest.

Tinille and Ivana Belle-
feuille stopped by to visit 
for a while last Friday.  It 
was so great – Little Ivana 
is the cutest baby.  She’s a 
little more than two months 
old now, and she is the 
brightest little thing.  She 
certainly loves her mama 
– she smiles whenever Ti-
nille says anything to her.  
Babies are absolutely the 
best.  If you have heard 
of any hospitals who need 
volunteers to rock babies, 
please give me a call.  I 
can’t think of a better way 
to spend my time.

Justin Olson’s mom, 
Gail, hosted a huge sur-
prise birthday party for him 
at Sal’s on 63 on Sunday 
afternoon.  The place was 

filled with well-wishers.  I 
won’t tell you exactly how 
old Justin is, but it was one 
of those annoying years 
that end with a zero.  I told 
him that, when he gets as 
old as I am now, he will be 
able to look back and see 
how many fantastic things 
he packed into the most 
wonderful years of his life.

I think that Tru Lehmann 
had the most fantastic 
Christmas and New Year’s 
Eve that anyone could 
ask for.  Her mom, Alyse, 
bought her a saddle for 
Christmas which, Alyse 
said, was so Tru would 
have her own saddle to 
ride Maddy’s horse, Coop.  
Well, unbeknownst to Tru, 
Alyse had an even bigger 
surprise in store for her.  
Alyse asked Miriah to find 
a good horse for Tru, and 
she did.  Miriah and Jeremy 
spent Christmas in Texas 
with Jeremy’s parents, then 
picked up the horse for Tru 
and brought him home.  
The whole family gathered 
at Miriah and Jeremy’s 
arena in rural Shell Lake 
to see Tru’s reaction when 
she saw her new horse.  It 
was absolutely priceless.  
That little girl was thrilled 
beyond words.

Then, on New Year’s 
Eve, she and two other 
girls, who also board hors-
es at Jeremy and Miriah’s 
arena, spent the night in a 
tent in the arena after tak-
ing a midnight ride on their 
horses.  Miriah said that 
she thought they settled 
in at about 2:00 a.m., and 
that they seemed to be hav-
ing the time of their lives.  
Man!!  I know it will be a 
holiday event that she will 
never forget.

I bumped into Arnie – 
one of the regulars at Red 
Brick – at Cenex on Sun-
day morning and he said he 
had a question about farm-
ing.  He asked why milk 
stools have only three 
legs.  I told him that I re-
ally didn’t know, and he 
said, “Because the cows 
have the udder one.”  
Oh brother – If Arnie 
was asking a question, I 
should have known it was 
going to be some kind of 
a joke.

We will be having 
coffee hour after wor-
ship service this coming 
Sunday morning at Bar-
ronett Lutheran.  If you 
are looking for a church, 
this would be the perfect 
time to join us for Sunday 
morning service and fel-
lowship.  Hope to see you 
there.

I guess that’s about all I 
know from Barronett this 
week.  REMEMBER – The 
Shallow Lake Ice Fishing 
Contest is January 27th.  
See you next time.

SENIOR DINING

 Thursday, January 11
Salisbury Steak, Mashed 

Potatoes w/gravy, Steamed 

Carrots, Assorted Bread, 

Apple Crisp.

Friday, January 12
Pulled Pork on a Whole 

Wheat bun, Steamed Corn, 

Creamy Coleslaw, Assorted 

Fruit Pie.

Monday, January 15
No Meals served; Staff 

Training day.

Tuesday, January 16
Ham and Swiss Sandwich, 

Vegetable Beef Soup, Fresh 

Grapes, Cook’s Choice 

Cookie

Wednesday, January 17
Lemon Baked Cod w/Creamy 

Dill sauce, Boiled Baby Reds, 

Mixed Vegetables, Assorted 

Bread, Pumpkin Bar.

Lunch is served at 11:45 am 
and includes milk and/or coffee.  

Suggested contribution is $5.00 per meal for any-
one 60 years or older 

& $10.00 full cost for those under 60. 
Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of time 
by calling The Cumberland Senior Center at 715-

822-8794.
 (No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar 
days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the month 

served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) 
The Senior Center is located 

at 1255 Webb St.

Theatre Excellence Recognized at Barney Banquet!

There were big smiles from many Hardscrabble Players at the annual Red Barn Theatre Barney Banquet on 
Jan 5, 2024, at Lehman’s Supper Club in Rice Lake, WI. Pictured front row from left to right: Janice Solum, ac-
cepting the RBT Scholarship Award for daughter Jackie; Holly Dalsveen, Best Supporting Actress; Jill Stearns, 
Best Supporting Actress in a Minor Role; Ella Jansen, Best Female Newcomer. Back row from left to right: Jake 
Donze, Best Supporting Actor; Mike Kelly, Best Male Newcomer; Terry Wiesner, Appreciation Award, Best Set, 
Best Show (shared) “It Runs in the Family;” Jeremy Westin, Best Supporting Actor in a Minor Role; Cathy Jones 
Wolf, Best Show (shared) “Curtains.”  Not pictured Ben Heer, Best Actor; and Isabel Thurston, Best Actress.

New “Growing Connections” for Brain Health
Make 2024 the year for 

your brain health! The Ag-
ing & Disability Resource 
Center in partnership with 
Dove Healthcare presents 
“Growing Connections”, 
a new program for older 
adult to learn something 
new, experience your 
senses, socialize, and grow 
new neuron connections. 
No garden, gardening ex-
perience or green thumb 
required! Enjoy the joys of 
gardening together every 
other month with this fun 
program! Volunteers will 

lead the workshops, and 
each has a separate subject 
and includes a presenta-
tion, snack and an activity. 
You’ll bring home your 
project, all supplies and 
materials are included and 
there is no charge for the 
program. Rice Lake Senior 
Center, first Wednesday of 
every other month begin-
ning February 7th, from 
1-3 p.m. Come to one or 
come to all. To learn more 
or reserve a spot, contact 
Trisha Witham at 537-
6225 or by email trisha.

witham@co.barron.wi.us. 
February topic: plant a 
succulent garden. Find 
more at www.adrcconnec-
tions.org. 
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Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

RENTALS BUSINESS SERVICES

PersonalsPERSONALSFOR SALE

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-822-
8385 or 715-939-0647 20tfnp 

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. Instant 
SR-22 filings. tfn

AA-Mondays at 7 p.m., Augustana 
Church; Wednesdays at 7 p.m., Se-
nior Citizen Center. Women’s 
inspiration AA meeting: 6 pm 
Tuesdays at the Thomas St. An-
gelo Public Library Community 
Meeting Room 715-529-9592.  
tfn 
Weekly Al-Anon Meetings: 
Mondays, 6:30 p.m. at Cumber-
land Baptist Church, Hwy 48, 
Cumberland.  tfn

FOR SALE: Something good to eat. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 1/4’s, 1/2’s, 
whole or hamburger! Finished to per-
fection. 715-205-0357.   A12-TFN

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door.. 
Also avail. - 8 ft oak wood by semi 
load. 715-296-9127   26TFN

 Cumberland Advocate 

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(INFORMAL ADMINISTRATION)

   CASE NO. 2023 PR 124 
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Joyce A. Ficocello, Case No. 
2023 PR 124.
 An application for informal 
administration was filed. The 
decedent, with date of birth 
December 17, 1933 and date 
of death October 25, 2023 
was domiciled in Barron  
County, State of Wisconsin, 
with a mailing  address of 
1100 7th Avenue, Cumber-
land, WI 54829.
    All interested persons 
waived notice.
 The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is April 2, 2024.
 A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 State Hwy. 25 
North, Barron, Wisconsin, 
Room 2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Alsbury 
Registrar in Probate
December 12, 2023

Andrew J. Harrington 
Liden, Dobberful & 
Harrington, S.C.
PO Box 137
Barron, WI 54812
Phone: 715-537-5636
Bar #1061492
Published in the Cumberland Advocate 

on December 27, 2023, January 3 & 
January 10, 2024. WNAXLP

     

The By-Laws of this bank provide that the An-
nual Meeting shall be held on the third Tuesday 
of January and that at such meeting each holder 
of a share account shall be permitted to cast one 
vote for each $100 or fraction thereof of the par-
ticipation value of his share account. Each borrower 
member shall be permitted as borrower, to cast one 
vote. No member shall cast more than 1,000 votes.

Notice is hereby given, therefore, that the An-
nual Meeting of this bank will be held in the 
office of the bank in Cumberland, Wiscon-
sin on Tuesday, January 16, 2024 at 7:30 pm.

At this meeting, three directors shall be elected for 
a term of three years and such other business trans-
acted as may properly come before the meeting.

Sam Donatelle, Chairman
Shay Horton, President

Published in the Cumberland Advocate January 3, 2024 & 
January 10, 2024. WNAXLP

Cumberland Federal Bank, FSB
NOTICE TO MEMBERS

 • Position: Generator Operator/Maintenance
• Cumberland Municipal Utility is accepting applications 
for the position of Generator Operator/Maintenance 
at the Cumberland Municipal Utility Office located at 
1265 2nd Avenue, Cumberland, WI 54829 or by email 
to dean@cmutility.com by January 31, 2024 at 4:00p.m.

• Applicants must have a minimum of a high school di-
ploma or equivalent, and experience in diesel mechanics 
is required. Applicants must have a strong understand-
ing of safety procedures, as well as the ability to perform 
strenuous physical labor and heavy manual tasks. Ap-
plicants must hold a valid driver’s license.

• The selected candidate will be subject to drug and 
alcohol screening, a pre-employment physical and a 
background check. The applicant should be able to per-
form physical labor in all types of weather, lift a minimum 
of 50 pounds and will be subject to “call” on weekends 
or nights and holidays. Applicants should have strong 
mechanical ability, along with good computer and com-
munication skills.

• Cumberland Municipal Utility has an excellent ben-
efits package, including retirement, state health insur-
ance, vacation and sick leave. The pay range will start 
at $25.00/hour and can be negotiated based on experi-
ence. The full benefits package information is available 
upon request.

• Applications and full job description are available at 
the Cumberland Municipal Utility Office at 1265 2nd Av-
enue, Cumberland, WI 54829, or can be requested by 
emailing dean@cmutility.com.

• Please submit application and resume to either Cum-
berland Municipal Utility’s address or the email provided 
above.
Cumberland Municipal Utility is an Equal Opportunity Employer: 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

CUMBERLAND MUNICIPAL UTILITY

Miscellaneous
Eliminate gutter cleaning 

forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-948-3442
Miscellaneous
Replace your roof with 

the best looking and lon-
gest lasting material ? steel 
from Erie Metal Roofs! 
Three styles and multiple 

colors available. Guaran-
teed to last a lifetime! Lim-
ited Time Offer ? up to 50% 
off installation + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
health workers & 1st re-
sponders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-855-619-2373
Miscellaneous
The bathroom of your 

dreams for as little as $149/
month! BCI Bath & Show-
er. Many options available. 
Quality materials & profes-
sional installation. Senior & 
Military Discounts Avail-
able. Limited Time Offer 
- FREE virtual in-home 
consultation now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 1-855-
659-0649

NOTICE 
TOWN OF CUMBERLAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that the regular 
monthly board meeting 
for the Town of Cumber-
land will be held Monday, 
January 15, 2024, at 6:00 
p.m. in the Town Hall (902 
20th Avenue).  The Hall is 
accessible to all persons.  
The agenda will be posted 
at least 24 hours before the 
meeting.  

Town of Cumberland
Holly Nyhus, Clerk

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on January 10, 2024 

WNAXLP

Beaver Dam Lake
 Management District

BOARD MEETING
Monday, January 15th, 2024

at Noon 12:00 pm
Cumberland, City Hall
Cumberland, WI 54829

1. Call meeting to order
2. Approve minutes from 

Nov. 6, 2023 meeting
3. Approve Treasurers 

report 
4. Recognition of visitors 

and visitor’s comments.
5. Discuss and approve 

draft 2024 EWM Treatment 
Plan

6. Approve expenses for 
commissioners attending 
the 2024 Wisconsin Lakes 
and River Conference in 
April 2024. 

7. Update on the North 
Library Lake Dredging per-
mit

8. Open discussion – no 
action to be taken by Board

9. Set next meeting date 
and time.

10. Adjourn.
Note: Additional agenda 

items may be added and will 
be posted at City Hall, the      
Library no later than 24 hours 
in advance of the meeting.

Tom Schroeder, 
President       

Alan Carlson MD, 
Treasurer

John Bavier, Secretary
Tim Defoe & Mike Werner, 

Commissioners
Doris Laursen, 

City of Cumberland Rep.
Craig Turcott, 

Barron County Rep.
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on January 10, 2024. 
WNAXLP

Northwood Technical College 
students awarded grants from 
the Philanthropic Educational 
Organization
Northwood Technical Col-

lege is announcing grant 
awards from the Philan-
thropic Educational Organi-
zation (P.E.O.) for seven 
students for the spring 
2024 semester. The total 
amount awarded to the 
seven students equals 
$17,900 to be used for 
expenses related to at-
tending school.  
The P.E.O is one of 

the many scholarships 
and grants available to 
Northwood Tech students 
through external partner-
ships that work with the 
College’s Foundation. 
The P.E.O. has been in 
existence for over 150 
years with chapters lo-
cated in the United States 
and Canada. As part of 
the P.E.O., the Program 
for Continuing Educa-
tion (P.C.E.) grant is one 
of six projects educating 
women through scholar-
ships, grants and loans, 
as well as stewardship of 
Cottey College.  
Three chapters in Wisc. 

and S. Dak. sponsored the 
seven students for grants. 
These chapters include 
Chapter AD-BG, Superi-
or, Wisc. (one recipient), 
Chapter BY, S. Dak. (one 
recipient), and Chapter 
EQ, Hudson, Wisc. (five 
recipients).  P.C.E. grant 
funds can be used for tu-
ition, childcare expenses, 
transportation to school, 
uniforms, textbooks, and 
technology expenses.
Students receiving 

grants from the PEO in-
clude (name; campus lo-
cation; program; amount 
awarded; PEO chapter):
� Sarah Cimerman-

cic; Superior; account-
ing; $2,700; Chapter EQ, 
Hudson, Wisc.
� Jennifer Huesby; 

Superior; nursing – As-
sociate Degree; $3,000; 
Chapter BY, S. Dak.
� Sheena Mann; 

Rice Lake; substance 
abuse counseling; $3,000; 

Chapter EQ, Hudson, 
Wisc.
� Constance Pol-

ing; Rice Lake; human 
resource management; 
$2,500; Chapter EQ, 
Hudson, Wisc.
� Samantha Sala-

ba; New Richmond; hu-
man services associate; 
$2,700; Chapter AD-BG, 
Superior, Wisc.
� Ashley Spen-

cer; Rice Lake; account-
ing; $2,200; Chapter EQ, 
Hudson, Wisc.
� MacKenzie Wal-

ters; New Richmond; IT 
cyber security; $1,800; 
Chapter EQ, Hudson, 
Wisc.
Grant recipient and 

Northwood Tech employ-
ee Mackenzie Walters 
stated, “I am thrilled and 
deeply honored to have 
been chosen as a recipi-
ent of the PCE Grant from 
the ladies of PEO Interna-
tional. The work the local 
Hudson, Wisc. chapter did 
to help prepare me for the 
application process cannot 
be understated. I am very 
grateful for their support 
and the connections I’ve 
made with them through 
this process. I am incred-
ibly fortunate to have this 
scholarship and I look for-
ward to using the funds to 
help me continue my edu-
cational journey at North-
wood Technical College.”
Inquiries about the P.E.O. 

grants are accepted twice 
yearly. For more informa-
tion about grants avail-
able to Northwood Tech 
students, visit North-
w oodTech . edu /g r an t s . 
For information about the 
P.E.O., visit PEOInterna-
tional.org.  
Northwood Tech is 

grateful for all its com-
munity partnerships. Your 
support of the Northwood 
Tech Foundation is essen-
tial to student success. For 
information on how to con-
tribute, visit www.North-
woodTech.edu/donate.

Reminder to City Residents! 
It is your responsibility to 
keep your mailboxes cleared 
for mail delivery

 City of Cumberland 

Ice Age Trail Chapter Holds 
Annual Meeting 
The Indianhead chapter 

of the Ice Age Trail Al-
liance will hold its an-
nual meeting on Satur-
day, Jan. 20 at the Ice 
Age Interpretive Center 
of Interstate Park in St. 
Croix Falls.
A social meet-and-greet 

will begin at 9 a.m., fol-
lowed by the meeting at 
9:30 a.m. Chapter mem-
bers will discuss wheth-
er to change their chap-
ter name. 
Luke Kloberdanz, the 

newly appointed execu-
tive director of the state-
wide alliance, will be the 
main speaker. Like many 
involved in the trail, he 
began as a volunteer in 
2001. He then hiked the 
entire trail two years 
later and joined the alli-
ance staff in 2013.
He last month an-

nounced that the trail has 
reached a long-sought 
goal by being designated 
a National Park Service 
unit, which opens new 
funding opportunities. 
It previously was desig-
nated a national scenic 
trail.
 Interstate Manager 

Matt Densow will ad-
dress happenings there 
and at Straight Lake 
State Park, which are 
connected by the trail. 
Chapter leaders Barb 
Ceder and  Cheryl Whit-
man will review the past 
year, and preview up-
coming projects, hikes 
and volunteer events. 
Steve Brandt and Lynda 

McDonnell will pres-
ent an illustrated talk 
on hiking adventures 
abroad, focusing mostly 
on their 2023 hike in the 
indigenous communi-
ties of the Sierra Norte 
mountains near Oaxaca, 
Mexico.
The Indianhead chapter 

is the westernmost Ice 
Age Trail chapter. The 
Ice Age National Scenic 
Trail follows Wiscon-
sin’s glacial terrain and 
is built and maintained 
by volunteers. It extends 
across the state. The 
chapter, which has about 
100 members, maintains 
62 miles of the trail, 
mostly in Polk County.
Contact Steve Brandt 

612-289-8021.
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Non Emergency Phone Numbers:
Cumberland Police Dept. 822-2754
Barron County Sheriff  537-3106
Polk County Sheriff 485-8300
Emergency 911

THANKS FOR READING 
THE ADVOCATE

. . .
Year in Review...
2023. After an illustrious career spanning 37 years, Dr. Alan 
Carlson is bidding farewell to a profession marked by un-
wavering commitment and tireless dedication. A beloved 
family medicine physician, Dr. Carlson has been a pillar of 
health and healing within our community, touching the lives 
of countless patients and families.
Throughout the years, Dr. Carlson has been a guiding light 

for individuals seeking comprehensive healthcare solutions. 
Known for his empathetic approach, Dr. Carlson has not 
only treated ailments but has also formed lasting bonds with 
patients, helping them navigate their health journeys with 
confidence and support.
 The Barron County Tavern League of Barron County de-
signed a commemorative coin to honor the memory of Of-
ficer Hunter Scheel and Officer Emily Breidenbach.
These coins are to be distributed throughout Barron Coun-
ty to all city, county and state police officers. Also to the 
fire departments, EMTs, & The Families of Emily and 
Hunter. The Barron County Tavern League would like to 
extend their sincere gratitude to all of these departments 
for their hard work, dedication and support to our com-
munity.
 (11)
On Saturday October 7th, the Cumberland High School 

Marching Band traveled to Hudson High School to partici-
pate in its final adjudicated competition of the fall season 
before the state finals on October 14th.  There were 10 bands 
that performed throughout the evening and 3 competitive 
bands in Cumberland’s class (class AAA).  Because of the 
makeup of the bands that were participating,  Cumberland 
competed 2 classes higher than they will at the state champi-
onships.  Cumberland earned an excellent score and gained 
over 5 points since their last competition.  They took home 
2nd place honors in their class.  In addition, the band’s 
percussion earned the coveted “best percussion” caption 
award across all classes at the show.
Class AAA breakdown was as follows (total points are on 

a 100 point scale):
3rd place – Chippewa Falls High School – 71.038
2nd place – Cumberland High School – 78.375
1st place – Baldwin-Woodville High School – 79.888
Local restaurant The 5 O’Clock Supper Club will be 

hosting a visit from America’s Best Restaurants (ABR) in 
mid-October 2023. 
America’s Best Restaurants, a national media and mar-

keting company focusing on bringing attention to local, 
independently-owned restaurants, will brought ABR 
Roadshow to the Five O’ Clock Club on October 19th.  
Popular dishes will be highlighted, along with an exten-
sive on-camera interview with owners Jen and Chad Patrin 
about the restaurant’s special place in the community. The 
episode will be aired extensively on social media channels 
at a later date.

October (4)
The 2023 Homecoming Court are King Ryan Lund-

mark, Alex Effertz, RyKer Allen, Roman Ranallo, Ben 
Cunningham, Gavin Prinsen, Alora Garibaldi, Lizzie Ma-
thison, Queen Carly McCreary, Omalley Thompson, Josie 
Capra and Jasmine Woodley.

(11) The Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) Divi-
sion of Criminal Investigation (DCI) is investigating an 
officer involved critical incident in the City of Rice Lake 
that occurred on the evening of Sunday, October 8, 2023.
At approximately 5:30 p.m., officers from the Rice Lake 

Police Department and the Barron County Sheriff’s Office 
responded to a 911 call for a female who had been stabbed 
by a male subject on the 400 block of Hatten Avenue in 
Rice Lake.
Upon arrival, officers encountered a female subject with 

injuries who was being treated by EMS. Law enforcement 
then encountered a male subject barricaded in an apart-
ment and gave commands for him to come out, but the 
subject did not comply. A police K-9 and less lethal op-
tions were utilized in an attempt to gain compliance from 
the male subject.
The subject subsequently charged at officers with a 

bladed weapon. Officers discharged their firearms dur-
ing the incident and struck the male subject. First aid was 
rendered; however, the male subject was pronounced de-
ceased at the scene. No law enforcement personnel were 
injured during the incident.  Officers from the Rice Lake 
Police Department and the Barron County Sheriff’s Office 
were equipped with body cameras.

Cumberland High School Marching Band performing 
in Whitewater.
On Saturday October 14th, the Cumberland High School 

Marching Band traveled to Whitewater, WI to participate 
in the Wisconsin School Music Association’s State March-
ing Band Championships at the University of Wisconsin 
– Whitewater’s Perkins Stadium.  There were 7 bands that 
performed in Cumberland’s class (Class A) hailing from 
every corner of the state.  Despite the rain the night before, 
the weather cooperated throughout the day and all 34 bands 
in attendance were able to present their performances out-
side.  
Cumberland performed 2nd to last in their class and earned 

an excellent score in front of a slate of national judges, none 
of which had seen their show before that afternoon.  Cum-
berland took home 2nd place honors in their class and the 
band’s percussion section earned the coveted “best percus-
sion” caption award in their division.
Class A breakdown was as follows (total points are on a 

100 point scale):
7th place – Cudahy High School – 66.0
6th place – Antigo High School – 67.713
5th place – New Berlin West High School – 68.7
4th place – Platteville High School – 69.588
3rd place – Columbus High School – 74.925
2nd place – Cumberland High School – 76.713 – Best Per-

cussion
1st place – Baldwin-Woodville High School – 79.275 – 

Best Music, Best Visual,  and Best Colorguard.
(25) Pastor Paul Green says his congregation was pray-

ing for a solution to the problem of their church – the old 
Boys & Girls Club building -- being too small.

Kris Zappa owner of Bourbon’s Bar in Cumberland, was 
named Tavern League of Wisconsin Member of the Year. 
There are over 5,000 members statewide. Congratulations 
Kris!

Kris Zappa with her Tavern League of Wisconsin Mem-
ber of the Year Plaque!

Pat Shradle said his wife, Shannon, was praying for a 
successful sale of the building after three years of working 
long hours without pay running Das Lach House.

So last week, prayers were answered when Cumber-
land’s banquet and event center became Hope Community 
Church, which bought the building the late Carl Bents sold 
four years ago to the Shradles and three of Pat’s brothers 
and their wives. 

November
(1) Bona Casa was the recipient of the 50 People and 

More Who Care quarterly grant to help small businesses. 
$9,600 was this quarters grant. 

A false alarm for an active shooter at 3M.
(8) Last Wednesday, November 1, at 12:48 pm, Barron 

County Dispatch was advised of an active shooter alarm at 
the 3M Plant in Cumberland. Emergency personnel from 
throughout the area all responded to the 3M location. Well 
over 20 police cars as well as armoured vehicles were 
on scene. 
Cumberland Elementary School, which is not much 

more than 100 yards away, went on lock down as 
did several other businesses in Cumberland. It was 
a pretty intense situation for the better part of an 
hour before it was known this was a false alarm. All 
3M employees also evacuated with the exception of 
a few who were hiding in the building. They were 
safely escorted out by authorities. This was a very 
scary situation for many people. Classroom doors 
were locked and shades were pulled. With all the 
shootings around the country, it is fresh on every-
one’s minds. I’m sure employees at the 3M Plant 
had some scary moments to say the least. Police of-
ficers, the same. Thankfully this turned out to be a 
false alarm. Hopefully this situation can be used to 
learn what can be done better. 
Cumberland Police Chief Heather Wolfe issued the 

following press release: On November 1, 2023, at 
approximately 12:48 p.m., Barron County Dispatch 
was advised of an active shooter alarm at 3M in 
Cumberland. Most of the 3M employees evacuated 
the building prior to law enforcement arrival. The 
Cumberland Elementary School (which is in close 
proximity to 3M) was advised to lock down, which 
they did. Cumberland Police Department arrived on 
scene and immediately made entry into the building 
to search for an active shooter. Additional law en-
forcement arrived on scene and joined the search of 
the building. Law enforcement located several em-
ployees hiding within the building during the search 
and all were brought to safety. There was no threat 
located inside the building and it was determined to 
be a false alarm. An investigation is ongoing regard-
ing how the alarm was activated.
 Thank you to the following agencies who quickly 

responded to assist: Barron County Sheriff ’s Office, 
Rusk County Sheriff ’s Office, Barron/Rusk ERT, 
Washburn County Sheriff ’s Office, Shell Lake Po-
lice Department, Turtle Lake Police Department, 
Wisconsin State Patrol, Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, Barron County First Respond-
ers, Cumberland Healthcare ambulance and MMC 
ambulance.
 Although this is an unsettling situation for every-

one involved, it is a great learning experience and a 
great example of teamwork. 
On Monday, November 6th, 3M Communications 

Manager Sean Lynch issued the following state-
ment: On Wednesday, November 1, the active shoot-
er alert at 3M’s Cumberland, Wisconsin facility was 
erroneously activated. We are deeply grateful for 
law enforcement’s prompt response to the situation, 
and our employees’ professionalism as they safely 
evacuated the facility.

 We regret the disruption and concern this situa-
tion caused. Site leadership is working closely with 
local law enforcement to evaluate our processes to 
help identify and address potential causes for the 
future.
Noah A. Browning, 41, of Cumberland, has been 

charged with two counts of  possession of child por-

nography, possession of methamphetamine, and two 
counts of possession of drug paraphernalia.

December
The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel has named Cumberland 

Junior Basketball player Gavin Gores as one of the State’s 
top 50 basketball players for the 2023-2024 season. The 
following is what they said about Gores.
Gavin Gores, Jr., 6-8, Cumberland
One of the better post players in the 2025 class. He holds 

several offers from DI programs, including UWGB, South 
Dakota State and Loyola University (Maryland).
Gores averaged 16.3 points and 9.6 rebounds as a sopho-

more and has averaged double figures in each of his first 
two seasons while shooting 55% or better in both cam-
paigns.

A benefit was held for Sean Schullo (middle), who lost 
his home due to a fire at the Corner Bar on December 
3. Pictured with Sean is Corner Bar Owner Dustin An-
derson (left) and Manager Antonia Voeltz.
A benefit was held for Sean Schullo and his daughter 

Skyla on December 3, at the Corner Bar. Sean and Skyla 
lost their home due to a fire. 

CEO Mike Gutsch.
Cumberland Healthcare announces the retirement of 

Mike Gutsch, Chief Executive Officer effective January 
5th, 2024.
During Mike Gutsch’s eleven year tenure, he has 

played a pivotal role in Cumberland Healthcare’s 
transformation in the healthcare industry. He has been 
a visionary leader, guiding the organization through 
significant growth, innovation, and community impact. 
Under Mike Gutsch’s guidance, Cumberland Health-

care has achieved numerous milestones. A few of these 
are: 
•Forming a partnership with Cumberland Care and 

Rehab to continue delivering long-term care services 
to the community.
•Merging the clinic and hospital into one integrated 

system.
•Partnering with Mayo to develop oncology services 

to Cumberland so residents don’t have to travel for 
treatment.
•Employee and patient satisfaction scores continually 

increase.
•Formed a partnership with Northlake’s Clinics to de-

liver and expand behavioral health services.
•Transitioned the medical staff to replace retiring 

physicians.
•New hospital/clinic replacement.
Long time 8th grade basketball coach Joe Waite called 

this years’ version of Cumberland 8th grade basketball 
quite possibly the most talented bunch overall that he’s 
ever coached.  “We were exceptionally talented, which 
led to eight of our ten wins coming via blowouts,” he 
said. The team finished 10 and 1 during the Middle 
School season, which began in mid-October.

There will be no parking on any city 
street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day between No-
vember 1 through April 1. Violators 
may be ticketed or towed.

ALL NIGHT PARKING 
PROHIBITED

November 1 through April 1
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NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB DAIRY STATE BANK

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459

Edina Realty
Cumberland & Turtle Lake

www.edinarealty.com 
1420 2nd  Ave.• Cumberland

Odden’s Flowers
Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM

Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

Church Directory
AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister:Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: (402) 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8:30am 
& 10:30 am Wednesday at 6pm 
with fellowship following. Sun-
day School 9:15 am Commu-
nion 1st and 3rd weeks of the 
month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 

each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1390 1st Ave., Cumberland
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 
10:00 am for sermons from 
the Bible and Contemporary 
Worship, Children’s Church 
and nursery during service; 
Wednesday 5:30 pm AWA-
NA for Children and Youth 
Impact (returning in Sept.); 
Online services and calendar 
of events available at www.

northernlakeschurch.com
SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
114 Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am
Phone: 715-822-2948

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
300 Pine Street S., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Rev. Gregory 
Becker. Sunday: Sunday School: 
9:00 a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 
a.m. Holy Communion 1st & 
3rd Sunday of each month.

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: John Redlich
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study: 6:30 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Virgil Amundson, Pastor
Sunday: Sunday School: 9 a.m.; 
Family Worship: 10 a.m.; K. F. C. 
10 a.m.; U-Turn Student Minis-
tries: Sunday evening 6 p.m. 

SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship service: 9 
a.m., Sunday School: 10:15 
a.m. Holy Communion first and 
third Sunday of each month.

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays: 
11:00 am

Come Worship with Us!

“Woodpiles, leaning on each other.”
by Pastor Wayne Romsos
Timberland Ringebu Lutheran Church 

 
This has certainly been a mild fall and early win-

ter.  I count it a blessing for a number of reasons 
that many others enjoy as well.  I realize that 
many businesses would prefer a “normal” cold 
and snow winter but I certainly have enjoyed it.  
This great weather has made it easier to accom-
plish my annual process of cutting firewood that 
will be burned next year after it has “seasoned” 
(dried for safe burning in an inside furnace).  
After cutting and splitting the chunks of wood, 
they get piled in a stack between 4 and 6 ft. high.  
Generally when wood is piled up this high, as it 
dries it can tip to one side from drying unevenly 
or may just be settling under its own weight and 
eventually tip over.  Then restacking is more of 
a job than the first time.  So to prevent this from 
happening, I stack two rows right next to each 
other and lean each one a little toward the other.  
The one stack alone is somewhat unstable but the 
two together are very solid and make them very 
secure, a veritable fortress.  This reminds me of 
a passage in the Bible that I recently came across 
from 1 Thessalonians 5:11 “Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as just 
as you are doing.”  We as Christians are to build 
each other up by encouraging those that need en-
lightenment, letting them lean on a sympathetic 
friend.  Also another passage cautions us against 
doing it on our own as in Proverbs 3:5 “Trust in 
the Lord with all your heart and do not lean on 
your own understanding.”    The idea of not lean-
ing on your own understanding recognizes that 
just like the single wood pile, you will be more 
able to withstand the trials of life that we all face, 
with the support mentioned in the passages. 

So like my leaning woodpiles, a relation-
ship with God, as well as Christian friends can 
strengthen and fortify our lives.

John F. Modjeski
John Felix Modjeski, 83, 

of DeForest, passed away 
on Saturday, Dec. 30, 2023. 
John was born on Sept. 23, 
1940, in Winona, Minn., 
to Felix and Vera Evelyn 
Modjeski. John graduated 
from Cotter High School in 
Winona, Minn. 

He received his bachelor’s 
degree in education and his 
master’s degree in adminis-
tration from Winona State 
University. John began his 
teaching career in Rochester, 
Minn., and was on the fac-

ulty at Winona State as a su-
pervisor of student teachers. 
From there, he and his family 
moved to Cumberland, Wis., 
where he was a dedicated 
principal at Cumberland El-
ementary School for many 
years. He made lasting im-
pressions on both students 
and staff during his time 
there. After retiring from ed-
ucation, John found his next 
calling as a real estate agent 
in Rice Lake, Wis., creating 
lasting friendships with cow-
orkers and clients alike. 

John loved spending time 
outdoors, especially hunting, 
fisKinJ� and JoinJ Ior ZalNs 
at his favorite spot, the Upper 
Yahara River Trail. Special 
adventures with family and 
IriHnds inFludHd fisKinJ in 
Canada and sHHinJ Kis first 
Broadway show in New York 
City. John and his wife, Jane, 
enjoyed traveling, particular-
ly to Rosemary Beach, Fla., 
Lake Havasu City, Ariz., and 
Banff National Park in Cana-
da. John loved watching foot-
ball and was an unwavering 
Vikings fan. He also shared a 

love for all Wisconsin Badg-
ers sports. As a grandfather, 
John enthusiastically sup-
ported his grandchildren in 
their individual endeavors 
and was proud of all their ac-
complishments. 

John will be greatly 
missed by his loving family: 
wife, Jane; daughters, Karin 
(Bryan) Bearss, Sara (Mark) 
Schoonveld and Lisa (Scott) 
Bents; step-daughter, Megan 
(Ben) Balgord; grandchil-
dren, Tess, Emma, Charlie, 
Natalie (Jari), Sophie, Lydia, 
Cora and Beckett; brother, 
Michael (Janet) Modjeski; 
sister, Mary Kay Thompson; 
sisters-in-law, Laurie (Tom) 
3fiIInHr� -ill �'an� HiHtSas� 
brother-in-law, Sean Allan 
Krill (Harry Bouvy); and 
many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death 
by his parents; and brothers-
in-law, Al Thompson and 
Guy Adkins. 

A memorial service will be 
held at THE EDGEWATER 
HOTEL, 1001 Wisconsin 
Place, Madison, at 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 20, 2024, with 

a celebration of life to follow. 
All are welcome. The family 
would like to thank the won-
derful doctors and caregivers 
at SSM St. Mary’s Hospital 
and the SSM Hospice Team. 
Memorials may be gifted in 
John’s name to the Founda-
tion for Sarcoidosis Research 
or the Cumberland Edu-
cational Foundation, 1010 
8th Ave., Cumberland, WI 
54829. Online condolences 
may be made at www.gun-
dersonfh.com. Gunderson 
East Funeral & Cremation 
Care 5203 Monona Drive 
(608) 221-5420

William “Bill” J.
Chapman

William J. Chapman, 
was born on March 2nd, 
1949 and passed away 
November 11, 2023.

William is survived by 
his dog; Lill Buddy, Chil-
dren; Jennifer, Thomas, 
Daniel and Lorraine, 
family and many friends.

A celebration of life 
will be held at the Amer-
ican Legion Anderson-
Thomson Post 98 in 
Cumberland on Saturday, 
January 20, 2024 at 2:00 
pm. 


