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Very Happy Heart Day!

12 year old Lexi Anderson in front of her room at Childrens Hospital of Milwaukee. Lexi underwent successful 
heart transplant surgery last Tuesday, January 21.

Cumberland Girl Blessed With New Heart

Dr. Onachi Ofoma

In a time when most ev-
erything you see and hear is 
negative, sad or downright 
awful, it is so awesome to 
write about some fantastic 
news. 
12 year old Lexi Ander-

son of Cumberland, who 
was in need of a new heart, 
underwent a  successful 
heart transplant surgery at 
Children’s Hospital of Mil-
waukee last Tuesday, Janu-
ary 21st. The family got the 
news a heart had been do-
nated on Monday, the 20th. 
Lexi was first diagnosed 

with Restrictive Cardio-
myopathy in December of 
2023. Restrictive Cardio-
myopathy is a rare form 
of heart failure that is very 
aggressive and has no cure. 
The lining of the heart 
thickens until it can no lon-

ger pump blood. She was 
in need of a new heart and 
placed on a transplant list. 
Fast forward to last Tues-

day, when Lexi underwent 
surgery that started at 3 pm. 
After transplanting the new 
heart and doing everything 
that was needed as part of 
the surgery, Lexi moved to 
recovery at 1 am. From this 
point on, everything has 
been going extremely well. 
Lexi’s new heart started 
beating on its own almost 
immediately. A pacemaker 
that had been placed in her 
chest was doing nothing and 
has now been disconnected. 
Last Wednesday, the 

breathing tube was re-
moved. On Thursday she 
started sitting up in bed. By 
Friday she was sitting up 
and began dressing herself. 

Saturday she was able to 
stand up three times and by 
Sunday she had taken a few 
steps. On Monday she was 
up sitting in a chair watch-
ing TV. Everyday she is get-
ting stronger and stronger. 
When talking with her mom 
Tamala Monday morning, 
Tamala said she has been 
such a “little trooper”. She 
has been through so much, 
she is such a strong little 
girl. Tamala said she is not 
sure how long Lexi will be 
in the hospital. When she 
is released the family has 
to be extremely careful to 
keep Lexi healthy as her 
immune system is basically 
zero. As for what the future 
holds, Tamala said Lexi will 
be able to lead a normal life. 
After three months she can 
go back to gym class and 

start playing softball again, 
a game she loves. She will 
be able to do everything she 
wants to do. When asked 
if the family knows where 
Lexi’s new heart came 
from, Tamala said no. She 
and husband Jamie have 
asked a social worker about 
potentially meeting the 
family from whom the do-
nated heart came from. That 
decision is up to the other 
family. I know the people 
of Cumberland and beyond 
have said many prayers for 
a complete recovery for 
Lexi. Lexi, we are behind 
you 100%!!!! Jamie and 
Tamala want to say a huge 
sincere thank you for all 
the cards, prayers, gifts and 
more. It means more than 
you will ever know! 

News from City Hall 
by Dan Shoemaker, Mayor  
Major changes were made 

to the operations of the City 
of Cumberland in 2024.  
These changes occurred in 
the organizational structure 
of the City, planning pro-
cesses, and financial man-
agement.  Additionally, we 
completed numerous con-
struction and infrastructure 
projects.
Organizational changes 

began with the addition of a 
City Administrator (Randy 
Reeg) in January.  Subse-
quently, we appointed a 
new Utility Manager, new 
Street Department supervi-
sor, hired a new Street De-
partment crew, and a new 
Zoning Administrator (also 
serving as the Eagle Point 
Campground manager).
The Airport Commission 

has a new chairman, re-
placing Mike Paffel after 
32 years of service on the 
Commission, and three new 
commissioners.
2024 saw much improved 

coordination of project 
planning between our Pub-
lic Works and Cumberland 
Municipal Utility Depart-
ments.  Joint planning pro-
vides better results in both 
project timing and cost con-
trol.  Major projects include 
the DOT Highway 63 resur-
facing (2025), DOT High-
way 63 Bridge replacement 
(2026), completion of the 
$10 million Waste Treat-
ment upgrades, and the cre-
ation of the 2024-2026 City 
Street Plan.
Improved budget prepara-

tion and financial planning 
produced results.  The City 
once again met the target 
of limiting the property tax 
increase to the rate of in-
flation.  Cumberland Mu-
nicipal Utility is nearing 
completion of a long-term 
finance plan.  Included in 
both the City and Utility 

plans are capital improve-
ment, and vehicle/equip-
ment plans.  TID 9 is now 
projected to produce a tax 
surplus generated by dis-
ciplined management of 
infrastructure costs aligned 
with new construction. The 
Utility Shop building was 
completed, the zoning map 
was updated, and ordinanc-
es have been updated.
2025 brings a new list of 

objectives.  Cumberland Po-
lice Department will deploy 
a K-9 unit.  Parks & Rec-
reation is completing the 
Outdoor Recreation Plan, 
addressing a broad set of 
topics including integration 
of a trail system and a po-
tential bandshell at the City 
Park.  Also, Parks & Recre-
ation is pursuing a contract 
for design improvements at 
Eagle Point and the Park.  
Public Works is focused on 
year two of the Street Plan.  
The plan encompasses sev-
eral projects that include 
utility upgrades in addition 
to street improvements. The 
City continues to research 
possibilities for additional 
residential and commercial 
development in TID 9. And 
ordinance updates will be 
an on-going process.
Much of what has been 

done is to create the orga-
nization, policies and pro-
cesses to run an efficient 
municipality.  The projects 
have been largely directed 
toward infrastructure res-
toration.  We now are po-
sitioned to deal more with 
quality of life topics such as 
the public spaces objectives 
previously noted.
Managing all the changes 

in 2024 was challenging.  
However, we have created 
a solid organization and 
are producing very good 
results.  I look forward to 
another productive year.

Welcome Dr. Onachi Ofoma!

Individual Income Tax 
Season Underway
MADISON — The individ-
ual income tax filing season 
began on Monday, January 
27, 2025, and the Wiscon-
sin Department of Revenue 
(DOR) is ready to help tax-
payers with their tax prepa-

ration and filing needs.
Here’s How You File
Wisconsin taxpayers have 

several options for filing 
their taxes:
1. Direct File. This new, 

New Physician Dr. Onachi Ofoma to Join 
Cumberland Healthcare
Cumberland Healthcare is 

thrilled to announce the ad-
dition of Dr. Onachi Ofoma, 
a board-certified Family 
Medicine physician with a 
passion for providing high-
quality, patient-centered 
care. Dr. Ofoma is dedi-
cated to the health and well-
being of patients across all 
age groups. With expertise 
in Family Medicine, Emer-
gency Medicine, Geriatric 
Medicine, and Palliative/
Hospice Care, she offers 
comprehensive services that 
cater to the diverse health-
care needs of her patients.
Dr. Ofoma is passionate 

about geriatric care, focus-
ing on improving the qual-

ity of life for older adults. 
Recognizing the unique 
challenges that come with 
aging, she works diligently 
to ensure that her senior pa-
tients receive the best pos-
sible care in a compassion-
ate and respectful manner. 
Dr. Ofoma provides proac-
tive healthcare with a focus 
on preventative medicine 
and bridging gaps in patient 
care. By early intervention 
and comprehensive well-
ness strategies, she aims 
not only to treat illnesses 
but to empower patients to 
maintain long-term health. 
This initiative aligns with 
our mission to not just help 
patients get well, but to sup-

port them in staying well 
through accessible, person-
alized healthcare solutions. 
Her patient-centered ap-
proach is rooted in the be-
lief that healthcare should 
be personalized, with strong 
relationships built through 
open communication, edu-
cation, and empathy.
“My passion for medicine 

drives me to offer the best 
care possible to my patients, 
from newborns to seniors,” 
said Dr. Ofomo. “It is an 
honor to care for people at 
every stage of life, and I am 
especially dedicated to un-
derstanding the complexi-
ties of aging and working 
to improve the lives of older 

adults.”
“We are thrilled to wel-

come Dr. Ofoma to our 
team,” said Emily Dilley, 
CEO. “As a dedicated fam-
ily medicine physician spe-
cializing in geriatric and 
palliative/hospice care, she 
will play a pivotal role in 
expanding our healthcare 
offerings and meeting the 
needs of our community.”
In addition to her hands-

on care, Dr. Ofoma remains 
committed to staying at the 
forefront of medical ad-
vancements. By continually 
seeking out opportunities 
for education, including 
completing a Fellowship in 
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
There will be no parking on any city street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any 

day between November 1 through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.

WINTER 
PARKING

REGULATIONS
There will be no 
parking on any 

city street 
between the 

hours of 2:30 
a.m. and 6:00 

a.m. on any day 
between 

November 1 
through April 1. 
Violators may be 

ticketed or 
towed.

There will be no parking on any city 
street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day between No-
vember 1 through April 1. Violators 
may be ticketed or towed.

ALL NIGHT PARKING 
PROHIBITED

November 1 through April 1

There will be no parking on any city street between the hours 
of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
                                            

ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED
November 1 through April 1

DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

s

•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please provide name and address 
information and bring a sturdy bags to carry food.   
Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 

the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry
@gmail.com or call 
715-822-3767

This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, JAN. 30: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE: 
Pickleball •5-7:30 pm MS Girls Basketball Home vs Bloomer • 5:45-9 
pm HS Boys Basketball @ Spooner • 
FRIDAY, JAN. 31: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 5:45-9 pm 
HS Girls Basketball  Home vs Northwestern •
SATURDAY, FEB. 1: •11 am-1 pm CCE: Pickleball • 
SUNDAY, FEB. 2: •1:30-5:30 pm Cumberland Youth Softball 
Open Gym  •
MONDAY, FEB. 3: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 5-6 pm CCE: 
Tabata/Barrre Exercise Class • 5-7:30 pm MS Girls Basketball Home 
vs Chetek-Weyerhaeuser •
TUESDAY, FEB. 4: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX  • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: 
Pickleball • 5:45-9 pm HS Boys Basketball Home vs Barron • 5:45-
9  pm HS Girls Basketball Home vs Barron • 8-10 pm CCE: Adult 
Volleyball •.
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5:   • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 4:30-
5:30 pm CCE: Choose Fit/Bench Stepping • 5-6 pm CCE: Tabata/
Barre Exercise Class • 6-8 pm CCE: Pickleball • 6-8 pm CYVA Parent 
Meeting (Meeting starts at 6:30)• 

Evening Fitness Class  
Attend both nights or choose just one:

• Mondays: Tabata-style workouts comprised of 20 seconds of all-out effort 
(cardio + strength-building exercises)followed by 10 seconds of recovery. 

Each Tabata consists of 4 different exercises repeated twice lasting 4 minutes.
• Wednesdays: Barre-style workouts (A low impact but highly effective exercise 
routine that combines elements of ballet, Pilates, yoga, and strength  training.)

This workout routine will get your heart rate pumping while sculpting your muscles. Modifications 
will be provided making this beneficial for a wide range of fitness levels.
Join NETA (National Exercise Trainer Association) Certified Instructor:

Tirzah Zipperer for a 45 minute workout session. 
Time: 5:15 pm to 6:00 pm

Location: MS Library (Second level of middle school)
Date Range: 4 Sessions: Mondays, February 3, 17, 24, and March 3 Tabata Workouts 

*Notice no class on the 10th
Cost: $35.00 for all 5 classes or $8.00 per class

Bring: Yoga Mat and light hand weights if own plus a water bottle

To register for this class or for more information contact: Susan Bridger;
CCE Director HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

BARN QUILT WORKSHOP
February 15, 2025 • 8:00 AM TO 4:30 PM

Cumberland High School ART ROOM
REGISTER ASAP: SUSAN BRIDGER, COMMUNITY ED DIRECTOR

email: sbrid@csdmail.com - Phone: 715-671-8828
Send designs to Mkolstad2@charter.net OR 

(www.facebook.com/mjbarnquilts
KEEP THE DESIGNS SIMPLE WITH NO MORE THAN 5 COLORS

Limited space - Sizes & Cost 2x2=$70 • 4x4=$110

FIREFLY FIELDS | CUMBERLAND, WI
*      *     *

Luminary Snowshoe Hike
February 15, 2025 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

*     *     *
Hot Teas & Cookies available for purchase

2553 10th St | Cumberland, WI 54829 | Barron County
Google pin: H3f2+PVX

✓ Cumberland’s Ruby’s Pantry will remain a drive 
through Pantry at the Cumberland Fire Hall. 

✓ The Fire Hall is located behind the 
Elementary School. You will be directed to line up in 

the 3M parking lot. Please follow our parking directors. 
✓ Fast Track guests will line up on the

 far side of the 3M parking lot.

Saturday, February 1

We would like to recognize and thank our community 
partners for their continued support: 

3M, Ardisam, R Local Sanitation, City of Cumberland, 
Cumberland Fire Department, our monthly volunteer 

groups, our on-call volunteers that join us on short notice.
We couldn’t have Ruby’s without all of you.

Distribution will be held at Cumberland 
Fire Hall as a drive through Pantry. 

Everyone Welcome!
Please do not arrive before 6:30 AM 

NO Registration Required
DISTRIBUTION FROM 8 TO 9:30 AM

Donation $25 per Share
Cash Preferred - No Checks Please

37 YEARS  OF  PIPE  DREAM CENTER

www.manfredsmusic.com 

SPECIAL CONCERT
“ L E T S  N O T  F O R G E T  T R U A N ”

Sunday, February 2nd at 2:00 pm

The Center is located on the corner of CTH ‘T’ & ‘G’ in Polk County. 
No Drugs • No Alcohol • Smoke-Free Environment • Everyone Welcome 

Donation at the door. For more information call 715-822-8401.
www.manfredsmusic.com

37 YEARS  OF  PIPE  DREAM CENTER

SPECIAL CONCERT
TUESDAY 12 - 31 - 2024 

2:00 PM
‘No More ‘24 – Music,  Live in ‘25

And. . .DON’T FORGET “BOOGIE NIGHT ’ JANUARY 4th AT 7 PM

The Pipe Dream Center proudly presents...

Located on the Corner of ‘CTH ‘T’ & ‘G’ in Polk County. 
POSITIVELY NO ALCOHOL • NO DRUGS • SMOKE-FREE ENVIRONMENT

Everyone Welcome, Donation at the Door. 
For more info call 715-822-8401.

A Special Celebration with Music, Film, Poetry,
 on her Second Anniversary ‘entering the beyond.’
DON’T FORGET ‘BOOGIE NIGHT’ THE NIGHT BEFORE 2/1 AT 7 PM

Armstrong Responds to State 
of the State Address
MADISON, WI – Gov. 

Tony Evers presented his 
annual State of the State 
Address to the Legislature 
on January 22. State Rep. 
Dave Armstrong (R-Rice 
Lake) attended the speech.
“Governor Evers began 

his speech by announc-
ing that the tax burden on 
Wisconsin families is the 
lowest it’s been in fifty 
years,” Representative 
Armstrong said. “That is 
indeed great news, but I 
have to smile when the 
Governor tries to take the 
credit. If he had had his 
way with the last state 
budget, Wisconsin taxes 
would have gone up $2 
billion! Fortunately for 
Wisconsin taxpayers, the 
Republican Legislature 
has been – and will con-
tinue to be – serious about 
budgeting responsibly 
and spending within our 

means.
“There are some issues 

the Governor raised that 
definitely need to be ad-
dressed. For example, the 
cost of childcare, which 
I’ve been working on for 
years now, both as a legisla-
tor and as Barron County’s 
economic development 
director. I would like to 
think there are bipartisan 
strategies for critical prob-
lems like this, and all ideas 
should be on the table.
“Governor Evers will pres-

ent his budget proposal to 
the Legislature next month. 
That will give us a much 
better sense of his priorities. 
I can say right now, though, 
that the big thing will be 
to make sure that one-time 
money isn’t used to create 
or fund ongoing programs 
that will leave Wisconsin 
taxpayers on the hook in the 
future.”

Dr. Onachi Ofoma...
Palliative & Hospice Care 
and a Fellowship in Geriatric 
Medicine, Dr. Ofoma ensures 
that her patients benefit from 
the latest treatment options 
available.
Dr. Ofoma’s profession-

al affiliations include the 
American Academy of Fam-
ily Physicians (AAFP), the 
American Geriatrics Society 
(AGS), the American Acade-
my of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine (AAHPM), and the 
American Medical Associa-
tion (AMA).
Her medical training in-

cludes a degree from the Uni-
versity of Nigeria Faculty of 
Medicine, Nsuka, followed 
by a Family Medicine Resi-
dency at the University of 
Arkansas, Pine Bluff. She 
also holds a Master in Busi-
ness Administration from 
the University of Texas, San 
Antonio, alongside special-
ized fellowships in Palliative 
& Hospice Care and Geriatric 

Medicine from the University 
of Texas, San Antonio.
For more information about 

Dr. Onachi Ofoma and the 
services offered, please visit 
www.cumberlandhealthcare.
com.
About Dr. Onachi Ofoma
Dr. Ofoma is a board-certified 

Family Medicine physician 
with specialized expertise in 
Geriatric Medicine, Emergen-
cy Medicine, and Palliative/
Hospice Care. Her approach to 
healthcare emphasizes com-
passionate, patient-centered 
care and lifelong learning to 
provide the best possible treat-
ment for her patients. Patients 
seeking a primary care physi-
cian or specialized services 
are encouraged to schedule an 
appointment with Dr. Ofoma 
at Cumberland Healthcare. 
Dr. Ofoma will begin seeing 
patients February 10, 2025. 
For more information or to 
schedule an appointment, 
please call 715-822-7500.  

Genealogy Society Announces 
First Meeting of 2025
The Blue Hills Genealogi-

cal Society will begin its 
2025 year with a meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 6, 2025 at 
the Barron Senior Cen-
ter, 12 N. 3rd St., Barron, 
3:00 p.m.  The meeting 
is free and open to the 
public.  “We are happy 
to present a program on 
how to make a family 
history video,” said pres-
ident Gloria Dobberfuhl.  
“This is a wonderful way 
to preserve the voice of 
a relative with historical 
pictures to enhance the 
interview.”   A video can 
be stored on a computer 
or thumb drive, making 
it possible to send it to 
friends and relatives.  The 
Blue Hills Genealogical 
Society will also accept 
donated family histories 
on thumb drives that can 
then be preserved and 
used for research at their 
Resource Library.
Now located at 600 Wis-

consin, Cameron the So-
ciety Resource Library 

is open to the public by 
appointment with lookup 
chair Rosella Amundson, 
715-537-5760.  For fam-
ily history questions and 
research help, contact 
Rosella.
Roots Tech 2025, the 

world’s largest geneal-
ogy conference, will run 
March 6-8 and is avail-
able free online by regis-
tering at www.rootstech.
org.
To join the Blue Hills 

Genealogical Society, go 
online at www.bhgsbc.
org  and click on join or 
join at a monthly meet-
ing.
If you would like to hon-

or an ancestor, the Soci-
ety sponsors  Pioneer and 
Century certificates for 
those having a direct line 
ancestor living in Bar-
ron County by 1871 or 
100 years ago.  Go to the 
website www.bhgsbc.org 
for application forms and 
directions.  For questions 
contact Linda Adams at 
715-205-2860.

This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider

All meals are served with a variety 
of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 

canned fruits and vegetables. 
MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

SCHOOL LUNCH
Thursday, January 30
ES: Lasagna Rollup. 

MS/HS: Lasagna with 
meat, peas, pears. 2nd 
option:Cheese quesadilla
ES: Jelly sandwich & 

string cheese.
Friday, January 31

All meat pizza, broc-
coli, applesauce.

MS/HS: Chicken nug-
gets. ES: Jelly sandwich 

& string cheese.
Monday, February 3

  Walking BBQ Chick-
en, Coleslaw, Carrots, 
Pears. MS/HS: (2nd Op-
tion) Chicken Patty 

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Tuesday, February 4
  Tacos, Brown Rice, 
Corn, Fiesta Beans, 
Peaches. MS/HS: (2nd 
Option) Hamburger/
Cheeseburger 

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Wednesday, February 5
   ES: Chicken Nug-
gets. Ms/HS: Meatloaf 
w/Mashed Potatoes & 
Gravy, Peas, Pears. MS/
HS: (2nd Option)Grilled 
Chicken Sandwich. 

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Now Open 
Tuesday thru 

Sunday
Behind the Isle Theatre      

www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321

 LIVE MUSIC 
H o u r s :  Tu e s -S u n d a y :  1 0 a m  -  C l o s e

       Kitchen Hours: Tues-Thurs: 11am-8pm;  Friday: 11am-9pm; 
        Saturday: 11am-9pm  Sunday: 11am - 8pm

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s 
FEB. 2ND: Chili Bowl! Sign up by Feb, 1st. (Limited 12 entries)
FEB. 14th:       Valentines Day Special: Seafood & Steak Platter for 2
(Bang Bang Shrimp, Fish Bites, Steak bites w/fresh onion 
strings. Includes Salad and Dessert. $34.99!
FEB. 15TH: Ice Golf Canceled: Par-Tee-On Putt Putt  Golf Tournament 
in the Isle Event Center. First 36 teams to register at Nezzy’s. 
$20 a team and MUST be 21 years and older to play.
FEB. 16: Family Sunday Funday! Come play miniature golf 
from 11 am - 4pm. $5 per round per person.
Mar. 2nd: Cribbage Tournament. 11 am Register 12 pm 
Start $10 to play! 
MAR 15TH:                              Shirts and Skins 8 pm 

                                     more info to come...
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Northwoods Notebook: That strange time five 
years ago By Larry Werner

Five years ago, we were 
packing up for our winter 
escape — our month or so 
in Florida. It was our plan to 
drive east to Michigan for a 
brief visit with my brother, 
then head south on I-75, 
with a stop in Kentucky to 
see an old friend who was 
in the last stages of prostate 
cancer.

From Kentucky, we drove 
to The Villages, FL, which 
had been our March ref-
uge for five years previous. 
While walking and talking 
in a pool at this retirement 
community, a woman from 
Toronto we had met in pre-
vious years said her daugh-
ter, a nurse, was encourag-
ing her and her husband 
to come home because a 
virus called Covid was in-
fecting people in the U.S.

A week later, President 
Trump declared a national 
emergency, and we cut 
our escape short, taking a 
long, scary ride, staying in 
motels still open, eating at 
restaurants not yet closed, 
arriving in Cumberland 
for a year of fear and iso-
lation.

It’s hard to believe now 
that during 2020 we spent 
time indoors with no one 
other than each other. Not 
even with our kids and 
grandkids. We were told 
that because the virus 
spread easily among peo-
ple, and the disease was 
horrific and often fatal, 
we should isolate from 
anyone with whom we 
didn’t reside.

We got back to Cum-
berland and reconnected 
with friends by text and 
email, but didn’t go into 

their homes or have them 
into ours. We took walks 
with friends who live 
along Hines Lakeview 
Drive — the “fish people” 
with whom we go for Fri-
day fish — and “zoomed” 
with the kids and grand-
kids. 

On grandson Leo’s 
April birthday, we did 
a drive-by celebration, 
honking our horns while 
driving past, dropping 
gifts on the front lawn, 
as the boy jumped up and 
down waving to grandpar-
ents, aunts and uncles.

We wore masks.
Not everyone was so 

careful. As I walked the 
streets, a friend would 
shout sarcastically to me 
from his car, “Where’s 
your mask?” He, of course, 
didn’t wear one. We heard 
later that members of his 
church were praying for 
him after he contracted a 
serious case. More than a 
million Americans died of 
Covid in 2020.

In that summer, we 
would get together for 
long picnic lunches with 
Al and Lori Bock at Tour-
ist Park, sitting at oppo-
site ends of the picnic ta-
ble, keeping that six feet 
of “social distance.” We 
ordered groceries online 
that were loaded into our 
cars in the parking lot and 
washed the food packages 
before putting them away.

It was a strange time.
The kids and grandkids 

came up for the Fourth of 
July, and we went back to 
our apartment in the Cities 
because we couldn’t stay 
with people who weren’t 

in our “bubble.” We took 
our walks into town and 
got our lattes to go, drink-
ing them at tables outside 
at Peter & Annie’s. We 
got our Friday fish to go 
and got laughed at by fel-
lows at the bar who were 
OK sitting inside without 
masks.

Our summer concerts 
were performed at Augus-
tana Lutheran without an 
audience and were broad-
cast on Facebook Live. We 
watched football games 
on TV that were played in 
stadiums without fans.

Ann and I had Thanks-
giving dinner in our apart-
ment, setting up the iPad 
on the dining room table 
connected by zoom to our 
son, Zack, at his home, 
where he ate his. On 
Christmas, we opened our 
gifts in front of our tree in 
Cumberland, connected 
by laptop to the kids open-
ing  gifts in their homes.

Then, vaccines became 
available, and we scram-
bled to get appointments 
for the shots. A friend who 
was in Texas got an ap-
pointment at Cumberland 
Healthcare and and drove 
20 hours to get here.

I’ll never forget one 
evening after we and four 
of the fish friends had 
been vaccinated, we had 
them over for dinner. I re-
member greeting them at 
the door and saying: “I’m 
going to say something I 
haven’t said in more than a 
year: ‘Come on in.’”

But we didn’t hug.
It was a strange time.
Larry Werner’s email is 

lhwerner47@gmail.com.
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MADISON, Wis. – The 
state gained a new member 
in its roster of early-stage 
investors when Mastercraft 
Ventures was launched this 
month with a $2.4 million 
investment from the larger 
Badger Fund of Funds, 
which has invested in five 
other state-based funds over 
time.
 It’s another welcome un-

derwriting by veteran in-
vestor Ken Johnson, who 
showed confidence in Mas-
tercraft founder and fund 
manager Mason Cook of 
Beloit. Cook has been a 
software entrepreneur and 
plans to invest in other sec-
tors, as well.
 The only problem is Wis-

consin still needs a lot more 
investors like Cook and 
Johnson, who started Badg-
er Fund of Funds in 2015 
with a mix of private and 
public investment. Others in 
the Badger family are Rock 
River Capital Fund, Idea 
Fund of La Crosse, Gate-
way Capital Fund, Winnow 
Fund and Winnebago Seed 
Fund, all in various stages 
of activity.
 No matter how the num-

bers are crunched, Wiscon-
sin still lags almost all its 
Midwest neighbors when it 
comes to the broad category 
of early-stage investing. 
That is generally defined as 
angel and venture capital, 
which is money invested 
in young companies in 

their “startup” or emerging 
growth stages. Such com-
panies are typically in tech-
nology sectors such as life 
sciences, information and 
advanced manufacturing.
 Preliminary figures col-

lected by the Wisconsin 
Technology Council show 
about $290 million in 73 
early stage deals in 2024, 
which was down from 2023 
($490 million in 107 deals), 
2022 ($640.2 million in 107 
deals) and 2021 ($868.8 
million in 140 deals). That 
trend line matches the U.S. 
pattern over the same years, 
but some surrounding states 
have performed better.
 In a report by U.S. News 

& World Report that com-
pared venture capital to 
the gross domestic product 
of the 50 states, Wisconsin 
ranked 40th. Nearby states 
ranked between 14th and 
38th were Missouri, Min-
nesota, Illinois, Michigan, 
Ohio, Indiana and Iowa.
 Dealroom examined 2024 

venture capital dollar to-
tals and reported Illinois at 
$2.1 billion, Ohio at $1.1 
billion, Minnesota at $889 
million, Michigan at $654 
million, Indiana at $403 
million, Missouri at $388 
million and Iowa at $205 
million. Are some of those 
states more populous than 
Wisconsin? Of course. But 
that’s only part of the story.
 Venture capital has been 

largely a “coastal” game for 

decades, with states such as 
Massachusetts, California, 
New York and Washington 
leading the way. Of late, 
however, states such as Col-
orado, Nevada, Texas, North 
Carolina and Utah have 
crashed the party as investors 
broadened their search for 
game-changing technology 
and managers who could turn 
innovation into cash.
 Two neighbors that stepped 

up with the help of forward-
looking policy-makers are 
Ohio and Michigan, both of 
which having created larger 
“funds of funds” for invest-
ing in state-based companies. 
 In its 2023 report, the Ohio 

Capital Fund noted it had 
invested $139.9 million in 
other venture capital funds, 
leveraging $1.41 billion in 
private investments across 
107 Ohio companies. It 
reported creation of 3,250 
jobs at an average salary of 
$107,000 and $39.2 million 
in tax revenues. The inter-
nal rate of return was also 
strong.
 Venture Michigan Fund I 

and II have invested $264.5 
million across 56 com-
panies, leveraging $1.71 
billion in total private in-
vestment. It has claimed 
creation of 1,762 jobs with 
$128 million in one recent 
year alone.
 It’s not that Wisconsin 

hasn’t been innovative over 
time. The 2005 enactment 
of the Qualified New Busi-

ness Venture program cre-
ated an enduring tax credit 
for investors in young com-
panies that meet certain cri-
teria. The Badger Fund of 
Funds was a step forward, 
especially with early in-
vestments. The 2024 crea-
tion of the public-private 
Wisconsin Investment 
Fund through the Wiscon-
sin Economic Development 
Corp. stands to help as well 
through a combination of 
public and private dollars.
 What continues to elude 

Wisconsin, for the most 
part, are eight- and nine-
figure deals that move com-
panies to the next level. 
That’s what is happening in 
other Midwest states on a 
more regular basis, even if 
the coastal leaders maintain 
their hefty lead.
 As Mastercraft’s Cook 

said in launching his fund: 
“The number one reason that 
startups fail is they run out of 
money. A startup will typi-
cally need to raise multiple 
rounds of funding before they 
exit.”
 It’s not that Wisconsin has 

flawed business ideas or bad 
founders. What’s needed 
are more funds big enough 
to help startups and their 
early investors find a profit-
able exit door.
 Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
February 4, 2015

The Cumberland Fire 
Department was called 
to the Blaine O’Connor 
residence yesterday on 
220th  Ave . ,  near  P ipe 
Lake around 5:30 pm  for 
a fully engulfed structure 
fire. The home is a com-
plete loss. No one was at 
home at the  time of the 
fire. The cause of the fire 
is yet to be determined. 

Winners of the Knights 
of Columbus Free Throw 
Challenge and moving on 
to the District Final are: 
Wyatt Tift, Cora Gruns-
eth, Payton Nyhus, Dallas 
Buzewicz, Mandy Becker, 
Ellie Rieper, Anna Ranal-
lo, Kennan Stowers, Noah 
Sellent, Nathan Schmidt 
and Josh Martens. 

 20 Years Ago
   February 2, 2005
Cumberland Shooting 

Stars made an appearance 
at Cumberland Memorial 
Hospi ta l  wi th  donated 
items. Due to the success 
o f  the  Shoo t ing  S ta r s 
Benefit walk and the sup-
port from the community, 
Cumber l and  Shoo t ing 
Stars was able to provide 
the hospital with much-
needed supplies. A “kid 
friendly” room was de-
signed with a star border, 
curtains, wall decor, rock-
ing chair and much more.

     30 Years Ago
   February 1, 1995
Cumber land  Memo-

rial Hospital and Extend-

ed Care Unit, Inc., has 
achieved accredi ta t ion 
from the Joint Commis-
sion of Healthcare Or-
ganizations as a result 
of its demonstrated com-
pl iance  wi th  the  Jo in t 
Commission’s nationally 
recogn ized  hea l thca re 
standards. 

Nine Cumberland fifth 
graders participated in the 
2nd Annual  Educat ion 
Fair in Rice Lake. The 
chi ldren  demonst ra ted 
how Iroquois Indian Cer-
emonial masks are made. 
Students  were:  Angela 
Strickland, Nicole White, 
Krystal Kronebusch, Sar-
ah Colby, Leah Hullinger, 
Eric Shaw, Jessica Ricci, 
Katie Conkey and Kris-
tina Hanson.   

     40 Years Ago
  January 30, 1985
Award  rec ip ien ts  a t 

last week’s Cumberland 
Chamber of Commerce 
annua l  mee t ing  were : 
Katherine Robinson, Out-
s tanding Cit izen;  Paul 
Nelson, Special Recogni-
tion; Dorothy Thorp, Out-
standing Citizen-awarded 
in memory of Bob Throrp; 
and Al Skinner, Special 
Recognition. 

A chimney f i re  was 
reported last Wednesday 
at  the  Paul  Adascheck 
residence at 7:45 pm. The 
blaze was extinguished 
without incident.

      50 Years Ago 
 January 30, 1975
Patricia Steege, daugh-

ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ted 
Steege, has been named 
CHS Betty Crocker Fam-
ily Leader of Tomorrow. 
She won the honor  by 
compe t ing  w i th  o the r 
sen iors  in  the  wr i t t en 
knowledge and attitude 
examination in December 
and is now eligible for 
state and national honors.

   60 Years Ago
 February 4, 1965
The Hillcrest Cafe in 

Cumberland was burglar-
ized sometime Sunday 
night.  Cumberland po-
lice reported a quantity 
of change and cigarettes 
were taken. The burglary 
is still under investiga-
tion.

The new Board of Di-
rectors of the Cumber-
l and  C iv ic  C lub  were 
announced at the meet-
ing last week. They are: 
Ar t  Spoolman,  Harold 
Johnson, Al Bratten, Bob 
Gochanour,  Dr.  Robert 
Anderson,  Same Hines 
and Robert Thorp.

    70 Years Ago
   February 3, 1955
Dog owners  in   the 

community were warned 
this week that there is 
an outbreak of distemper 
prevalent now and that 
they should make every 
effort to keep their pets 
confined.

   80 Years Ago
 February 1, 1945
The Company Store 

Wa r e h o u s e  b u r n e d  t o 
the  ground las t  Satur-

day night to bring one of 
the greatest fire losses 
the city has experienced 
in many hears. The loss 
is set at approximately 
24,000,  including sev-
eral hundreds of dollars 
in damage to adjoining 
sheds. The origin of the 
fire is unknown.

WEATHER WEATHER

Temperature and precipi-
tation readings are taken 

at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 

hours and are
 provided by the 

Cumberland Utility 
Office.

January 2012
Average Temp. 17.8 º

9.2º above normal
Precipitation

.65” 
.35” below normal

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 hours and 

are provided by the
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Snow    
2/20         17    -14     0.1
2/21         24      10    6.6”
2/22         21       -1      -
2/23         26        8     0.8
2/24         29       18    3.5
2/25         18      -13     0.7”
2/26           2       -20     -

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for the 

previous 24 hours and are provided by 
the Cumberland  Utility Office

  2025 

2017
2019

Date     Hi     Lo  Snow
3/15    28       0      -
3/16    33       3     -
3/17    41     14    Tr.
3/18    38      25   Tr.
3/19    34      24     -
3/20    47      25     -
3/21    52      22     -

WEATHER

2017

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 
provided by the Cumberland 

Utility Office.

Date  Hi    Lo   Prec.  Snow     
1/21   -10   -26    0.00    0.00
1/22    12   -26    0.01    0.5
1/23    25   -5      0.01    0.2
1/24    7    -14     0.00   0.00
1/25 25 -12  0.02   0.7
1/26  24   2    0.00    0.00
1/27  28   8    0.00    0.00

WEATHER
  2019

Temperature and precipita-
tion readings are taken at 
7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are provided by 

the Cumberland 
Utility Office.

  2022

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 

provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Precip   
3/13         38    11      0.06
3/14         40    34      0.15
3/15         43    26      0.25
                        Snow 0.1
3/16         33    15     Trace
3/17         32    13       -
3/18         29    12    Trace
3/19         39    15      -

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for the 

previous 24 hours and are provided by 
the Cumberland  Utility Office

2021
WEATHER

Date  Hi    Lo  Pre.  Snow
2/23 38  24  Trace Trace
2/24 39  28  0.22   1.0
2/25 34  22  0.00   0.00
2/26 35  20  0.00   0.00
2/27 38  19  0.00   0.00
2/28 41  28  0.03   0.6
3/1   30   7   0.11    3.2

Temperature and precipitation readings 
are taken at 7 a.m. for the previous 24 

hours and are provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

2019

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Snow    
2/27           6      -6    3.4”
2/28         12     -10     -
3/1           19     -14      -
3/2           17      -9    4.0”
3/3           17    -16      -     -
3/4             0     -22     -
3/5             6     -17  Trace

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 
provided by the Cumberland  

Utility Office
.

Date     Hi    Lo   prec Snow     
12/20   10    -6   0.20   2.8
12/21    1     -14  0.0    0.0
12/22    0    -12   0.31  5.2
12/23    -7   -15   0.00  0.0
12/24    0    -15   0.00  0.0
12/25    5    -8     0.00  0.0
12/26   11    0     0.00   0.0

Date      Hi      Low  Snow 

2/13       20      13    3.2”
2/14       23      13      -
2/15       26        -4    0.5”
2/16       16     -12     -
2/17       18     -10     -
2/18       23      - 2     - 
2/19        19      -13    -

Thank you for Scouting Article! 
To the Editor:

Thank you for printing 
“The Last 100 Years of 
Scouting”! When grow-
ing up in Cumberland, my 
father (Gordon Toftness) 
was so proud of the Eagle 
Scouts he guided along. He 
would say, “Look at these 
Eagle Scouts. Many went 
on to be Doctors, business 
owners and civic leaders”. 
My dad is smiling. 

Keep up the good work 
Paul, informing us how our 
dear town of Cumberland is 
progressing. I love keeping 
my finger on the pulse of 
Cumberland via the Cum-
berland Advocate. Your ser-
vice is invaluable to folks 
who live many miles away.

Robert Toftness
California

Holy Cow, or should I say what the cluck?! The 
price of eggs is going silly high. Bird flu is put-
ting a major hurting on chickens. I for one love 
eggs and eat plenty of them. Not to mention I like 
cookies, and guess what, need eggs for them too! 
Better get a couple dozen now as the price is only 
going to go up!

-0-
Its hard to believe those folks in California now 

have another problem to deal with. You need wa-
ter to put out fires. Now after getting some much 
needed rain, they have to deal with mud slides 
and toxic ashes. What a giant mess. Makes it re-
ally hard to complain about our weather. Good 
luck out there! With some warm temperatures in 
our forecast, it looks like the little snow we have 
is going to take a beating. Hopefully some comes 
in the future.

-0-
Its the Chiefs and Eagles headed to the big game 

in two weeks. The Chiefs are looking to become 
the first team to ever win three straight Super 
Bowls. It should be an excellent game. A couple 
little nuggets about the match up. How about the 
Giants trading Saquan Barkley to the Eagles? He 
is an absolute monster. He most likely would have 
been broken the all time single season rushing re-
cord if he would have played the last game of the 
season. It was bad enough the Giants traded him 
but to a division rival? Ouch! Then there is the 
Chiefs and Patrick Mahomes. He is already the 
second winningest quarterback in playoff history 
and he is only 29 years old. He is 17-3. That’s just 
plain nuts. What’s more crazy is he isn’t yet half 
way to Tom Brady’s mark of 35 career playoff 
wins. How good was Brady!? Damn good, wow. 
Anyway, hope it is a great game.

-0-
 Congratulations to Gavin Gores being named 

a finalist for Mr. Basketball in the state of Wis-
consin. He is one of six in the running. Good luck 
Gavin! Have a great week!
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WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
There will be no parking on any city street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any 

day between November 1 through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.

WINTER 
PARKING

REGULATIONS
There will be no 
parking on any 

city street 
between the 

hours of 2:30 
a.m. and 6:00 

a.m. on any day 
between 

November 1 
through April 1. 
Violators may be 

ticketed or 
towed.

There will be no parking on any city 
street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day between No-
vember 1 through April 1. Violators 
may be ticketed or towed.

ALL NIGHT PARKING 
PROHIBITED

November 1 through April 1

There will be no parking on any city street between the hours 
of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
                                            

ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED
November 1 through April 1

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Lindy M. Bartels, 40, 

Barron, OWI, $2,121.00. 
Anthony J. Kreier, 37, rice 
Lake, operate without car-
rying a license, $217.10. 
Gregory L. Raymond, 48, 
Bloomer, operate with-
out carrying a license, 
$217.10. Christopher D. 
Summers, 39, Cameron, 
OWI, $1,560.50. Dustin 
C. White, 27, Menomonie, 
operating while revoked, 
$516.00. Brooklyn A. Ad-
ams, 20, Menomonie, mi-
nor transporting intoxicants 
in motor vehicle, $263.50. 
Laylah M. Beier, 19, Bar-
ron, speeding, $175.30. 
Cammi M. Braden, 45, Rice 
Lake, speeding, $175.30 
and operating a motor ve-
hicle without proof of in-
surance, $10.00. Kevin W. 
Brady, 66, Farmington, 
MN., failure to stop at stop 
sign, $175.30. Zachariah S. 
Brown, 22, Exeland, op-
erating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Ray J.. Coyer, 85, 
Cameron, failure to wear 
a seat belt, $10.00. Dale 
S. Ellingsworth, 53, Rice 
Lake, refuse to take test 
for intoxication after arrest, 
$50.00. Mark A. Erickson, 
62, Cameron, passing in 
no-passing zone, $213.10. 
Hunter J. Ferstenou, 17, 
Winter, speeding, $175.30. 
Karen R. Germanson, 
44, Rice Lake, operating 
a motor vehicle without 
proof of insurance, $10.00. 
Michael J. Hodges, 60, 
Huntersville, NC., speed-
ing, $225.70. Crystal G. 
Jones, 41, Almena, opera-
tor violate red traffic light, 
$175.30 and operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Bridget 
R. Legore, 52, Rice Lake, 
operating while suspend-
ed, $200.50 and speeding, 
$200.50. Megan D. Mag-
nus, 42, Cameron, non-
registration of vehicle, 
$175.30, operating while 
suspended, $200.50 and 
operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance, $200.50. 
Madison M. Maifeld, 21, 
Sumner, IA., speeding, 
$200.50. James A. Mat-
thews, LI., 51, Chetek, 
possess open intoxicants 
in motor vehicle, $263.50. 
Angela R. Mcevoy, 46, 
Ladysmith, passing in no-
passing zone, $213.10 and 
operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Tyler J. Melton, 
19, Rice Lake, operating 
a motor  vehicle without 
insurance, $200.50. Cody 
W. Meyer, 35, Clayton, 
fail/equip vehicle fend-
ers, $175.30, fail/properly 
mount vehicle bumpers, 
$175.30 and operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Ethan K. 
Morlock, 20, Ridgeland, 
operating left of center, 
$213.10. Kirk W. Neilsen, 
52, Sand Creek, operate 
motor vehicle without two 
headlights, 4162.70. Cody 
J. Paul, 24, Cumberland, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insur-
ance, $10.00. Brandon E. 
Phelps, 22, Webster, ve-
hicle passenger failure to 
wear seat belt, $10.00. 
Emily G. Quimby, 20, 
Chippewa Falls, speeding, 
$175.30. Ryan T. Randall-
Hoeft, 17, Rice Lake, OWI, 
$1,024.50. John D. Ray, 
35, Barron, operating while 

revoked, $200.50. Kevin 
M. Reed, 46, New Rich-
mond, failure to wear a seat 
belt, $10.00. Isaac S. Schil-
ling, 21, Ridgeland, failure 
of dealer to transfer title, 
$200.50. Jonathan M. Sta-
ples, 22, Grantsburg, oper-
ating a motor vehicle with-
out insurance, $200.50. 
Kimberly A. Strand, 37, 
Wheeler, refuse to take test 
for intoxication after arrest, 
$50.00. Uriel T. Hernan-
dez, 20, Sheldon, operate 
without a valid license, 
$200.50 and operator fail-
ure to have passenger seat 
belted, $10.00. Benjamin 
J. Wenger, 20, Almena, 
windshields-tinting-critical 
area, $175.30.

     Complaints 
Ryanne M. Eagleman, 25, 

of Barron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct. 
Her court date was sched-
uled for January 21, 2025.
Dylan F. Matsch, 53, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with operate all-terrain 
vehicle or utility terrain  
vehicle without valid reg-
istration. His court date is 
scheduled for February 19, 
2025.

Criminal
Traffic

Michael S. Chmielewski, 
51, of Minneapolis, MN., 
has  been charged with OWI 
and operating with PAC. His 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for February 12, 2025.

Criminal
Complaints

 Lance C. L’Heureux, 42, 
of Barron, has been charged 
with OWI, operate with 
restricted controlled sub-
stance and operating while 
revoked. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Janu-
ary 29, 2025.
Cole J. Robotka, 25, of 

Hayward, has been charged 
with operate firearm while 
intoxicated. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
February 12, 2025.
Melanie R. Mundt, 32, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with criminal damage to 
property, theft-movable 
property and disorderly con-
duct. Her adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
January 29, 2025.
Daniel D. Smothers Jr., 

44, of Cameron, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for January 29, 
2025.
Carl A. Reidell, 23, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, carry concealed 
weapon and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. His ad-
journed initial appearance is 
scheduled for February 26, 
2025.
Shawn L. Scheffel, 40, 

of Springbrook, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, posses-
sion of narcotic drugs and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. His preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for Febru-
ary 19, 2025.
Jakob R. Linder, 36, of 

Lake City, MN., has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and pos-
session of narcotic drugs. 
His arraignment is sched-
uled for February 29, 2025.
Benjamin D. Blomberg, 

26, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with manufacture/
deliver amphetamine and 
party to a crime. His ad-
journed initial appearance is 
scheduled for February 26, 
2025.

Carl A. Reidell, 23, of Rice 
Lake, has been charged with 
manufacture/deliver am-
phetamine and party to a 
crime. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
February 26, 2025.
Randy E. Kaeder, 62, of 

Finayson, MN., has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, resisting 
or obstructing an officer and 
possession of THC. His ad-
journed initial appearance is 
scheduled for February 19, 
2025.
Alexander L. Griffin, 50, 

of Barron, has been charged 
with manufacture/deliver 
amphetamine. He has a war-
rant issued for his arrest.
Daniel L. Schultz, 56, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, posess/illegally 
obtained prescription and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. His preliminary hear-
ing is scheduled for January 
28, 2025.
Nicole L. Root, 32, of 

Frederic, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine, possession of 
narcotic drugs and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia.  
Her preliminary hearing was 
scheduled for January 24, 
2025.
Crystal A. Vana, 31, of 

Hayward, has been charged 
with possession of metham-
phetamine and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Her 
adjourned initial appearance 
is scheduled for January 29, 
2025.
Anthony M. Ninke, 30, of 

Clayton, has been charged 
with theft-movable prop-
erty. His initial appearance is 
scheduled for February 19, 
2025.
  Devin C. Baldwin, 29, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with throw/dis-
charge bodily fluid at public 
safety worker or prosecutor 
and repeater. His prelimi-
nary hearing was scheduled 
for January 24, 2025.
Anthony M. Ninke, 30, of 

Clayton, has been charged 
with theft-movable property.
A deputy with the Barron 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment reports that on April 
6, 2024, he was assigned to 
investigate a theft complaint 
from a residence on 7th Av-
enue in Clayton. The deputy 
made contact with JKM by 
phone, and advised him that 
his son, BDM, went to her 
property to retrieve her ma-
nure spreader, and that when 
he arrived, he called her 
and advised that the manure 
spreader was missing. JKM 
advised that the spreader had 
been parked in a pole shed, 
located on the north side of 
the farm, and that she did not 
give anyone permission to 
take or use the spreader.
JKM indicated t hat it was 

approximately 20 to 25 
years old, but in good shape 
and in working order. JKM 
advised the spreader was 
originally purchased by her 
late husband.
JKM advised that the 

spreader would have been 
stolen within the past week, 
and sent four photographs of 
the manure spreader to the 
deputy.
The deputy responded to 

the scene, and when he ar-
rived at the pole shed, he 
observed a set of rear trac-
tor tires, lug type, along 
with stranded front type tire 
marks. The deputy reports 
the rear tire marks were 
present in the area where the 
hitch for the spreader would 
have been located, and then 
leave the shed onto an old 

concrete cow yard. The cow 
yard had a gate blocking the 
entrance to Highway K and 
was chained closed, but not 
locked. To the north of the 
gate and west of another 
shed there was an open area 
where there used to be a 
fence. The deputy observed 
flattened grass in that area 
leading to the ditch on High-
way K.
The deputy made contact 

with BDM, who advised 
that he arrived at the farm 
with his pickup to take the 
spreader home to spread 
cow manure when he no-
ticed it was gone. BDM also 
indicated that the spreader 
was over 20 years old, but 
in good condition. He indi-
cated he would use it once a 
year to spread manure in the 
spring.
BDM advised that the 

spreader was missing a bear-
ing on one of the tandem 
axles, and that the passenger 
side tires were mismatched. 
BDM advised that the last 
time he saw the spreader 
was approximately one to 
two weeks prior. 
The deputy reports he can-

vassed the township, and 
made contact with a male. 
The male advised that he had 
been driving to work the pre-
vious Tuesday or Wednes-
day, and believed he saw 
a manure spreader on 3rd 
Street, south of 5th Avenue,  
but did not think much about 
it since it was spring time. 
The male indicated it stuck 
out to him a little bit because 
the tractor was sitting on the 
side of the road without an 
operator, and hooked up to a 
manure spreader. 
The deputy reports on 

April 10, 2024, he received 
a voicemail message from 
BDM indicating BDM knew 
where the manure spreader 
was located. The deputy 
called BDM back, and BDM 
stated the spreader was sit-
ting behind the barn. This 
location had previously been 
identified to the deputy by 
JKM as being Ninke’s resi-
dence. BDM advised that 
his brother, BPM, had pur-
chased a drone and piloted 
near the address, when he 
located it sitting in a field. 
BDM advised BPM flew the 
drone near the property on 
April 9. 
The detective reports on 

April 10, 2024, he met with 
the deputy who explained 
the circumstances with him. 
The detective along with the 
deputy, responded to Nin-
ke’s residence, and eventu-
ally made contact with him.
The detective reports he 

explained to Ninke that he 
was assisting with the inves-
tigation of a stolen manure 
spreader and that Ninke had 
stated he recently purchased 
a manure spreader, approxi-
mately one month ago. 
The detective advised Nin-

ke that they had received an 
anonymous tip that he had 
the manure spreader on his 
property and that Ninke in-
dicated he did have one, and 
claimed he traded a round 
baler and $1,000.00 to a 
person on Facebook Market-
place for it. Ninke indicated 
they were not sure who this 
person was.
The detective reports they 

eventually walked into a 
field area, where the ma-
nure spreader had been 
stored. The detective re-
ports that prior to viewing 
the spreader, the deputy had 
provided him with the make/
model, and described the 
mismatched tires and other 
specific characteristics of the 

manure spreader. 
The detective’s report re-

flect he confronted Ninke 
regarding his story about ob-
taining the manure spreader 
from an unknown person 
on marketplace, and Ninke 
again, indicated that he trad-
ed a round baler and $1,000 
for the item.  
The deputy reports he met 

with a male who owns a 
dealership to get a value for 
the spreader. The deputy re-
ports he provided the male 

with six pictures of the 
spreader taken at the time it 
was recovered. The male re-
viewed the photographs and 
also looked online to com-
pare. The deputy reports the 
comparables ranged from 
$5,500-$7000. 
If convicted for theft-mov-

able property, Ninke may be 
fined not more than $10,000 
or imprisoned for not more 
than six years or both. His 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for February 19, 2025.

Terrorist Threats Against 
Luck Graduation Ceremony 
Lead To Felony Conviction 
For Minong Man
The Court has sentenced 

Mark Denhartog, age 42,  
of Minong, on convictions 
of making terrorist threats 
against the May 2024 grad-
uation ceremony at Luck 
High School in Luck, WI.
Denhartog received mul-

tiple felony charges follow-
ing his arrest after the can-
cellation of the Luck High 
School Graduation ceremo-
ny on May 17, 2024.
The criminal complaint 

states that on May 17, 
2024, around 5:00 pm, Polk 
County Law Enforcement 
responded to the Luck High 
School graduation cere-
mony as they had received 
reports of a father of one 
of the graduating students 
threatening to come to the 
ceremony and shoot up the 
place.
When officers arrived at 

the school, they were ad-
vised by school officials that 
a member of the community 
had received text messages 
from Denhartog, in which 
he made threats about com-
ing to the graduation cer-
emony with a firearm and 
shooting up the place.
The school officials told 

the Officers that informa-
tion had been received in-
dicating that Denhartog had 
left his residence in Wash-
burn County and had a fire-
arm with him.
The school officials also 

relayed information stating 
that during a recent incident 
when Denhartog had been 
upset about something he 
had fired off gunshots into 
the air, threatened to kill 
himself, and laid in traffic.
The officers were advised 

that it was believed that 
due to Denhartog’s mental 
state, he was capable and 
likely to follow through 
with a threat like this.
The school administra-

tion was discussing if they 
should cancel the gradu-
ation ceremony. It was 
decided to lock down all 
entrances to the building 
except for the main en-
trance and position law 
enforcement outside that 
entrance.
Washburn County Sher-

iff’s Department, Wiscon-
sin State Patrol, and Polk 
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment engaged in a search 
for Denhartog and attempt-
ed to obtain more informa-
tion regarding the situation.
Officers received new in-

formation indicating that 
Denhartog may be in a 
tan Chevy Equinox with 
an unknown license plate. 
At around 5:40 pm, Law 
Enforcement in Washburn 
County briefly had contact 
with Denhartog near a resi-
dence in the Minong, WI 
area, and he was observed 
placing a rifle inside a tan 
Chevy Equinox. Denhartog 
fled the area in the Chevy 
Equinox and law enforce-

ment was not able to relo-
cate him.
As the Officers contin-

ued to prepare at the Luck 
school, they received ad-
ditional information that 
there had been other in-
cidents in the past during 
which Denhartog had made 
threats of harming himself 
and others and getting into 
a shootout with police.
Polk County Sheriff’s 

Deputies received informa-
tion from the Wisconsin 
State Patrol that during the 
contact with Denhartog, he 
had made comments about 
“suicide by cops” and con-
firmed that he was armed 
with a rifle.
At that time, Law En-

forcement determined that 
the threat had become far 
more credible and advised 
the superintendent to can-
cel the graduation and have 
everyone clear out of the 
area.
Officers stayed on the 

scene and oversaw the 
evacuation. After the 
school had been evacuated 
a white vehicle with two 
people inside pulled up to 
the area. Law enforcement 
stopped the vehicle and re-
quested that the male pas-
senger identify himself and 
get out. The male allegedly 
said something to the ef-
fect of “I’m the guy” and “I 
didn’t do anything.”
The criminal complaint 

goes on to describe that the 
male passenger began put-
ting his hands in his pock-
ets and refusing to comply 
with law enforcement’s 
commands. Officers drew 
firearms and eventually, 
the male complied and was 
handcuffed.
The male suspect was 

identified as Mark Den-
hartog. Denhartog alleg-
edly stated that he left his 
vehicle at another location 
because it ran out of gas 
and the driver of this ve-
hicle had “nothing to do 
with anything.” Denhar-
tog allegedly went on to 
state that he would not 
bring a firearm to the 
school and that he only 
wanted to watch his child 
graduate.
The criminal complaint 

states that it took several 
officers to move Denhar-
tog into a squad due to his 
physically resistive behav-
iors.
Denhartog was trans-

ported to the Polk County 
Jail. Law enforcement in 
Washburn County ulti-
mately located Denhar-
tog’s original vehicle, 
which allegedly appeared 
to have been “ditched.”
On January 17, 2025, 

Denhartog was ordered 
to serve a prison sentence 
of 18 months of initial in-
carceration, followed by 
two years of extended 
supervision. 
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Sports

Cumberland Mixed-Up 
Bowling League	- Week 16

Mr. Basketball Finalist!

Gavin Gores hammers home two of his team leading 39 points in the Beavers win over the Bulldogs last Friday 
night. Gores was recently named 1 of 6 finalists for the Mr. Basketball Award for the State of Wisconsin. The 
winner will be announced at the State Tournament in March. Good luck Gavin! Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

Kyleigh McLemore helped lead the Beavers to a big win over Spooner last friday night in Cumberland. McLe-
more had six points in the contest.

Nautica Ruppel lines up and nails a three pointer in the girls big win over the Rails on the Beavers home court.

Gavin Gores Nominated 
for Mr. Basketball Award
Since 1982 the Wisconsin 

Basketball Coaches Associ-
ation has awarded the most 
outstanding senior basket-
ball player in the state the 
honor of Mr. Basketball. 
Nominees are determined 
by a committee of current 
WBCA Executive Board 
members and voting for the 
honor is handled by a panel 
of WBCA Hall of Fame 
Coaches.
Among this year’s six state 

finalists is Beavers Senior 
Gavin Gores. The winner 
of the award will be an-
nounced at the State Basket-
ball Tournament in March.

Joining Gores as final-
ists are Amari Allen of 
Ashwaubenon, Jamarion 
Batemon from Academy of 
Science, Zach Kinziger of 
De Pere, Xzavion Mitchell, 
from Oshkosh North, and 
Aaron Womak of Domini-
can.
Gores, the school’s all-

time leading scorer, is av-
eraging 35 points and 14.2 
rebounds per game for the 
9 and 4 Beavers. Gores will 
be hoping to join Cumber-
land graduate Jay Gagner, 
who was named the State’s 
Baseball Player of the year 
in 2000.

The Cumberland Basket-
ball Team picked up anoth-
er HON victory last Friday 
with a strong home perfor-
mance against Chetek-Wey-
erhaeuser that ended in a 
71-47 victory. The Beaver’s 
record improved to 9 and 4 
as they prepared for a Tues-
day contest against Ashland 
and this Thursday’s game 
in Spooner. With the Ored-
ockers and Rails both strug-
gling, it sets the Beavers 
up for another good week 
heading into a big 5:45 
pm home contest against 
league-leading Barron on 
Tuesday, February 4.
In the victory over Chetek-

Weyerhaueser, the Beavers 
used a Gavin Gores three-
point basket right before the 
first-half buzzer to build a 
36-21 lead at intermission. 
Chayden Berghammer add-
ed a pair of treys in the first 
half, while guard Troy Ma-
jewski had a strong 18-min-
utes of point guard play, 
which would eventually end 
in a team-leading six assists 
in the game.
The second half was domi-

nated by Gores, who ended 
with 39 points. This fol-

Boy’s Basketball Team Rolls 
Over Chetek-Weyerhaeuser; 
Record 9 and 4

lowed his 44-point effort 
against Ladysmith in the 
Beavers victory in the pre-
vious contest. Over the last 
two games, Gores had made 
32 of 46 shots for 83 points, 
while contributing 32 re-
bounds.
Chayden Berghammer had 

another double-digit scor-
ing night with 16, as the two 
seniors combined to score 
55 of the Beavers 71 points. 
As a team, Cumberland shot 
62 percent from the floor, 
while displaying solid de-
fense.
“The boys played well in 

the last two games against 
two teams in the top half of 
the HON. What I think we 
saw was our team begin-
ning to play to their poten-
tial, as there were stretches 
where we clicked on both 
ends of the court. The chal-
lenge for the team now is to 
prolong those stretches and 
ultimately play 36 minutes a 
night of their best ball,” said 
Head Coach Brian Dutton. 
He complimented Assistant 
Ryan Zemke for a great 
week of work, adding “I’m 
fortunate to have a great 
staff.”

Cumberland Girl’s Basketball 
Team Rolls to a Pair of HON 
Victories
It was a great week for 

the Girl’s Basketball pro-
gram, as they defeated two 
HON opponents by large 
margins. On Thursday, the 
team rolled over Spooner 
45-24 while on Saturday 
they traveled to Ashland, 
where they picked up a 55-
26 victory. The Spooner win 
came over a team that had 
defeated them 44-33 back 
in early December, showing 
how much the team has im-
proved under Tim Obr this 
winter.
Cumberland built up a 30 

to 4 halftime lead vs Spoon-
er in Thursday’s contest and 
coasted to a 21-point vic-
tory. The girl’s displayed a 
solid zone defense, while 
showing the ability on of-
fense to both get to the bas-
ket for easy baskets and hit 
the outside shot.
Senior Macy Beecroft 

opened up some of those 
drives by going four for sev-
en from three-point range 
on her way to an 18-point 
evening. Sister Raegan 
Beecroft added nine points 
and 11 rebounds, while 
Kyleigh McLemore and 
Nautica Ruppel added six 
points each, Ruppel’s com-
ing on a pair of baskets from 
beyond the arc. McLemore 
had a team-high four as-

sists, while Kaylee Jackson 
added two assists and some 
strong ball-handling.
The team’s strong play 

continued two-days later, 
with a big road effort in 
Ashland.
This time it was Raegan 

Beecroft who led the way 
with 22 points. Macy Beec-
roft added 15 and Kyleigh 
McLemore 10, while Coach 
Tim Obr credited Kaylee 
Jackson and Melody Taylor 
for leading the defensive ef-
fort.
“The girls have really im-

proved and have been work-
ing very hard. It seems like 
almost every game we have 
a different leading scorer.  
On defense we switched 
from man to man to a 1-2-
2 trapping zone. The girls 
have an embraced it and 
we have been able to slow 
teams down,” added Coach 
Obr.
The team took their two-

game win streak into a 
Monday match-up versus 
Cameron and then get ready 
to host Northwestern in El-
mer Beran Gymnasium this 
Friday night at 7:00 pm. On 
Tuesday, February 4, the 
girls host Barron in a varsity 
doubleheader game which 
follows the boy’s contest.

2nd Half Team Standings		
Cumberland Federal - 17
Cumberland Bus - 13
Club Cumberland	 - 7
Grandma’s Gang - 7
Pasko’s RPM - 6
3 High Scratch Games		

Tom Baril - 185	
Mark Peichel - 180	
Pam Allen - 179	
3 High Scratch Series		
Caroline Baker - 479	
Jordan Peichel - 478	
Mark Peichel - 471
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By Mark Walters

 The Rebirth of a Wetland
Hello friends,
 This week’s column is my biggest challenge in 

the 35 years that I have been writing to fit a lot in a 
small amount of space. Most of you may know that 
I love The Necedah National Wildlife Refuge as well 
the adjoining Meadow Valley Wildlife Area and a lot 
of other connected public lands in northern Juneau 
County. My hunting camp is located in the area. I 
moved to Necedah 25 years ago due to this piece 
of paradise and I probably spend 100-days a year 
exploring it.

What you may not know is that well over 100-years 
ago this area had many miles of ditches dug in it for 
water drainage that controlled the

The Little Yellow River and diminished a vast area 
of wetlands to straight line ditch’s that could drain a 
1-inch rainfall in a week rather than dispersing it to 
the groundwater and wetlands.

 One of the problems that this created was that 
the roads in this area, of which many are gravel, are 
being destroyed over the long term by hard rains and 
beaver. There are not many residents in the local 
townships and so finances for a permanent, maybe 
forever fix aren’t not happening.

Brad Strobel is a wildlife biologist at the Necedah 
National

Wildlife Refuge and is one of the main people that 
has a vision to enhance the wetlands. This should/will 
help mitigate problems from flooding or, at least the 
frequency “in the project area”. They are minimizing 
the road damage and for the folks that love walking 
and viewing and hunting, they are creating 14 miles 
this year and 8 more in the future of wide open trails 
where there used to be tree choked ditches.

This project is vast and some of the main play-
ers include, The Wisconsin Waterfowl Association, 
Ducks Unlimited, Kingston Township, WDNR, Ju-
neau County Hwy Dept as well as Land Conservation 
Dept and the USFWS. My first day education was 
with 9 people on teams of 3 each. Our goal was to 
chart out 800 to 100 foot increments for 14 miles of 
ditch.

In other words, we  would travel 800-feet pound 

a pole/marker in the ground, put marker tape in a 
nearby tree, travel 100-feet, do the same and then 
travel 800-feet again for what would be 14-miles over 
2 days.

 One of the challenges we had was that at each 
mark, we had to cross the ditches and do the same 
and there were times when we hit some bad ice. In 
reality for everyone involved it was a very cool way to 
spend two days.

So here is the plan: the ditches drain the water as 
they were supposed to for the farmers who all left the 
area, mainly due to very poor soil quality for most ag-
riculture. The world needs water/wetlands and wild-
life, especially ducks need wetlands.

Where the ditches meet the roads, there are  or 
were culverts, beaver and flash rains are destroying 
them. The plan at phase 1 is to remove the trees for 
maybe 20-feet on each side of the ditch for the entire 
project. Next step is to create plugs, every 800-feet, 
by removing what are called spoils from when the 
ditches were originally dug, (the banks that are above 
water) and place them across/in the ditches for what 
is the natural lay of the land for 100-feet. Then the 
excavator doing the job will travel 800- more feet and 
create another 100-foot plug.

What has happened in test projects is that the Lit-
tle Yellow River meanders through an area close to 
the ditch but creates vast wetlands and the ditches 
which will have a version of a ground level dam every 
800-feet, will grow sedge grasses and be very easy 
to cross.

How does this help with the road damage issue? 
When a 2-inch rain falls, the area that the water flows 
will be much wider, thus diminishing the current and 
groundwater is able to slowly replenish.

 Many of the roads will be rebuilt and some are 
currently closed, some sections will be permanently 
closed. Here is the road plan: existing roads in the 
project area will be dug up, a layer of rock will be 
laid, then fabric, then another layer of rock, then fab-
ric with redgranite on top. Currently it is all red granite 
or sand. This plan should allow water to flow through, 
instead of over the road.

Folks, I say amen to the men and women that 
have the vision to help in so many ways, just think 
about what you just read, it really is a happy story.

Sunset 

Excavators are used to remove the trees and place 
them in the ditches.

The next step after the trees are removed will be to 
create the plugs. Beautiful hiking/hunting trails are be-
ing created due to this project.

Tournament Champion!

Braden Johnson claimed the 126 pound championship at last weekends 18 team tournament held in St. Croix 
Falls. Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

Colin Hagen picked up a big win at last weekends tournament held in St. Croix Falls. Photo by Kaely Wenzel

Wrestling Team Places Third 
in St. Croix Falls Tournament
The Cumberland Wres-

tling Team was busy last 
week, despite the cancella-
tion of the Ladysmith dual 
on Tuesday due to the clos-
ing of the school because 
of cold. Opportunities in-
cluded a third-place finish 
at the 18-team St. Croix 
Falls Tournament and two 
wrestlers, who competed at 
the JV State Tournament in 
Wausau.
Braden Johnson continued 

his outstanding season with 
the Beavers lone first place 
finish in St. Croix Falls. The 
Cumberland Sophomore is 
currently ranked as the third 
best D3 wrestler in the State 
at 126-pounds and has only 
one loss this year and only 
four over his two-year ca-
reer to date.
Two other Cumberland 

wrestlers, Seniors, Harri-
son Ruppel and Jack Ow-
ens, finished 2nd in St. 
Croix Falls at 150 and 165 
pounds respectively. Thirds 
went to Colin Hagen at 106 
and Logan Peterson at 157. 
Simon Rodriguez added a 
fourth. “It was an excellent 
performance by our young 
men against good competi-
tion from both Minnesota 
and Wisconsin,” said Head 
Coach Reid Olson.
Cumberland also had four 

wrestlers compete in the 
JV portion of the event, 

where Olson added, “They 
all wrestled as well as they 
have all year.”
As a team, the Beavers are 

currently ranked seventh in 
the State behind first-place 
Weyauwega-Fremont.
Two JV wrestlers, mean-

while, wrestled in Wausau 
last weekend at the JV 
State Tournament. Mitchell 
Monchilovich and Carter 
Grinage both finished as 
runners-up in their weight 
classes. “They both had 
great days making the fi-
nals,” said Coach Olson.
“The wrestlers overcame 

a lot of adversity this week. 
We were not at full strength 
and the team was able to 
persevere due to their dis-
cipline and hard work in 
the practice room. We are 
proud of everyone and their 
dedication to the team and 
sport thus far in the season, 
and look forward to kick-
ing off the post-season with 
the Conference tournament 
in Northwestern on Febru-
ary 8th,” concluded Olson 
about last week’s action.
The Beavers will be back 

in action this Thursday, Jan-
uary 30, with a home tri-du-
al against Northwestern and 
St. Croix Falls. Action starts 
at 6:00 pm. The Ladysmith 
match has not been resched-
uled at this point.

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Jan. 30

Wrestling home vs St. Croix Falls 6:00
Boys Hockey @ Hayward 7:00

Boys BB @ Spooner 7:00
Friday, Jan 31

Girls BB home vs N. Western 7:00
Girls Hockey @ Fond du Lac 7:30

Saturday, Feb. 1
Girls Hockey @ Xavier 12:00

Tuesday, Feb. 4
Girls Hockey @ Northland Pines 5:00

Boys BB home vs Barron 5:45 
Girls BB home vs Barron 7:00

Boys Hockey @ Siren 7:00
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year.
In the win over Hudson, 

a strong defensive effort 
held Hudson to 17 shots in 
the contest. Senior Reese 
Sheehan had two goals and 
a pair of assists in the win. 
Sheehan’s big year has her 
leading the team with 24 
goals and 18 assists for far 
this winter.
Cumberland Freshman Ol-

ivia Holzman-Byrne has a 
pair of assists for the fourth 
ranked Hurricanes in the 
most recent State Hockey 
Polls. The Girl’s WIAA 
Hockey Regionals begin on 
February 18. 

Excellent Showing!

Mitchell Monchilovich (left) and Carter Grinage both had great days at the JV State Tournament held in Wau-
saw this past weekend. Both wrestlers went 4-1 in a grueling day of wrestling to finish runner up in their 
respective weight classes. Congratulations guys. We look forward to seeing you two on the Varsity mat in 
the future!

Victor Avila Gonzalez in control of his man at the 18 team St. Croix Falls Tournament held last Saturday. Photo 
by Kaely Wenzel.

Northwest Icemen Fall to 
Baldwin-Woodville; Four 
Games Left Before Playoffs
With last week’s cancel-

lations due to cold, the 
Northwest Icemen could 
only manage one game last 
week, which ended in a 7-0 
loss to Baldwin-Woodville. 
The team’s record stands 
at 4 and 12 with only four 
games left in the regular 
season before WIAA Tour-
nament action begins on 
February 18.
Baldwin-Woodville is tied 

for third-place in the Mid-
dle Border behind league-
leading Amery. They would 

outshoot the Icemen 39-13 
in the contest, while scor-
ing multiple goals in each 
period. It was a well-played 
game nevertheless, with 
only three penalties in the 
entire contest.
This week the Icemen head 

to Hayward on Thursday 
for a 7:00 pm contest, while 
next Tuesday, February 4, 
the team plays WSFLG in 
Siren, also at 7:00 pm. The 
icemen defeated WSFLG 2 
to 1 back in early January.

Girl’s Hockey Co-Op Wins 
Twice; Record Excellent 
13-5-1
The Girl’s Hockey Co-op, 

which includes two Cum-
berland girls, picked up a 
pair of big victories last 
week, defeating the USM 
Wildcats 9-1 and Hudson 
5-3. The victories give the 
team an excellent 13-5-
1 record as they prepared 
for a Tuesday contest in 
Eau Claire and road games 
this Friday and Saturday in 
Fond du Lac and Neenah. 
Sophomore Olivia Web-

ster had the hat trick in the 
victory over USM as the 
team outshot their oppo-
nents 39 to 21 in the contest. 
Webster has 18 goals on the 

3 Point Challenge!

The Beavers Macy Beecroft eyes a three pointer last Friday night vs Spooner. 
Beecroft is currently 10th in Division 4 in the annual 3 Point Challenge sponso-
red by the WIAA. The top two in  each division will will participate in the 3 Point 
Challenge on Saturday, March 15th during the girls State Tournament at the Kohl 
Center in Madison. Good luck Macy, hit a few more threes!

Division 4 Three Point Leaders

Girls Hockey Standings

Girls BB Standings

Boys BB Standings

Boys Hockey Standings

Sports Look 
Back, February 
2, 2005
The Cumberland Islanders 

kicked off the Badger State 
Games with a hard fought 
2-1 win over Oshkosh.
Cumberland grabbed a 

quick 1-0 lead after one 
period on a Troy Melichar 
goal. The second period 
saw the clubs trade goals 
to leave Cumberland ahead 
2-1 after period two. Daniel 
Goldsmith did the honors 
this time. Neither team was 
able to score in the third, 
giving Cumberland a 2-1 
win. Dan Kriedeman and 
Joe Wineinger were each 
credited with two assists. 
Mat Vold had a solid night 
making 19 saves. 
Saturday the Islanders took 

on Appleton and skated to a 
5-2 win. Cumberland would 
jump ahead early but trailed 
2-1 after one. Cumberland 
would answer in the sec-
ond, scoring a pair of goals 
to lead 3-2 after two. Cum-
berland would put the game 
away with two goals in the 
third. Daniel Goldsmith 
led the way with a pair of 
goals. Joe Wineinger, Cory 
Nugent and Rob Lindfors 
each scored for Cumber-
land. Goldsmith and Troy 
Melichar were credited 
with two assists each, while 
Kriedeman, Lindfors and 
Wineinger each had single 
assists. Mat Vold made 17 
saves in the win. 
Cumberland took their 

2-0 record into Sunday’s 
game with Green Bay and 
came away with a convinc-
ing 5-1 win. After trading 
goals in the first period, 
Cumberland would put the 
game out of reach with a 
three goal second period. 
The Islanders would tack 
on one more in the third for 
the 5-1 win. Joe Wineinger, 
and Ryan O’Keefe had big 
days with two goals each. 
Derrick Zappa also got into 
the act with a goal. Zappa 
was also credited with two 
assists. Daniel Goldsmith, 
Rob Lindfors and Dan Kri-

edeman had one assist each. 
Mat Vold had a relatively 
quiet game with 10 saves. 
Shawano was now all that 

stood in the way of a gold 
medal and the Islanders 
would not be denied, post-
ing a 5-0 shutout win.
After a slow first period, 

this one was all Cumber-
land. The Islanders led 1-0 
after the first period and put 
the game out of reach with 
three second period goals. 

Cumberland tacked on one 
more in the  third for the 
final outcome. Troy Meli-
char led the offense with 
two goals. Dan Kriedeman, 
Corey Nugent, and Derrick 
Zappa also put one behind 
the Shawano netminder. Joe 
Wineinger had a pair of as-
sists with single assists go-
ing to Jeff Olson, Daniel  
Goldsmith and Melichar.



Wednesday, January 29, 2025   9Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave • Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Thank you for supporting these 
local professionals
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Pat’s Heating 
& Cooling
Furnace, AC,

boiler replacement 
and repair. 

OVER 20 Years 
Experience 

715-641-2476

Police

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCKFire

Paint and Stain * Wallpaper Removal * 
Power Washing * Interior & Exterior

715-651-8667
715-308-3219

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT

Edge of Color LLC

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233
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Thanks for reading
The Advocate
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p o w e r  &  l i g h t

Did you watch the foot-
ball play-offs on Sunday?  
Duane did – I am not re-
ally that into it.  Big deal, 
the Chiefs will be playing 
against the Lions – Who 
cares.  If the Packers or Vi-
kings are not playing, does 
it really matter.  Actually, 
according to Garett Thon 
and his sons, the only team 
to watch is the Baltimore 
Ravens.  Where in the heck 
did that come from?  Where 
did we go wrong when he 
was growing up?  We’ll try 
to do better with Kane and 
Pierce.

Speaking of sports, do 
you know why golfers al-
ways carry an extra pair of 
pants in their bag?  It’s in case 
they get a hole in one.  (Don’t 
feel like you have to laugh at 
that stupid joke.)

This week, according to 
the weather people who are 
right about fifty percent of 
the time, should be amaz-
ingly nice.  They said that 
we can expect our January 
thaw, and that on Thursday 
the temperatures are sup-
posed to be in the low 40’s.  
Yea!!  You know, of course, 
that we are almost into Feb-
ruary already.  Spring is just 
around the corner, and every 
year I start hoping for that 
earlier and earlier.

  I’m sure you know that 
Lexie Anderson has received 
her new heart.  I am so happy 
to report that she is doing fan-
tastically well and has even 
exceeded the expectations of 
her doctors.  It’s such great 
news – Keep up the good 
work Lexie.  We are all pray-
ing for you.

Morgan Forrestal sent an 
e-mail asking me to let you 
know the details of the Shal-
low Lake Ice Fishing Contest, 
which was held on January 
18th.  She wrote: “We had a 

wonderful turn-out this year.  
There was plenty of ice, 
which was wonderful for eve-
ryone!  As lucky as we were 
with great ice, the weather 
and cold front did not help the 
fish bite. The Barronett Boys 
did a WONDERFUL job tak-
ing over on ice for their first 
year of solo running the show.  
But, despite the cold weather 
we still had some lucky win-
ners.  

Isaac Neitzel won both our 
on-ice major and minor draw-
ings, and the fish winners 
were as follows:  1st place 
northern, Logan Sikorski, 
11.34 lb.; 2nd place northern, 
Jeromy Benson, 7.29 lb.; 1st 
place bass, Ray Shaurette, 
5.97 lb.; 2nd place bass, Da-
kota McWilliams, 1.93 lb.; 
1st place panfish, Bill Linsley, 
1.61 lb. crappie; 2nd place 
panfish, Mason Kegler, .74 
lb. perch.

After returning to the cent-
er everyone had a wonderful 
time gathering and chit-chat-
ting, getting their fill of soup, 
and warming up.  It was a 
wonderful turnout, and we 
can’t wait to see every-
one back next year.”

Thank you, Morgan.
Guess who I had a 

chance to visit with on 
Saturday – Dillon, Al-
lie and Melanie Snow-
bank.  I haven’t seen the 
Snowbank family since 
Dillon and Allie’s wedding, 
so, of course, this was the first 
time I had met Melanie.  I can 
tell you she is an adorable lit-
tle girl.  Good to see them.

The Barronett Commu-
nity Center was packed to 
capacity on Saturday with 
friends and neighbors attend-
ing a fund-raiser for Jerry 
Zappa.  There were all kinds 
of games to play, prizes to 
win, and people with whom 
to visit.  It is so wonderful to 

live in a community that cares 
so much about one-another.  
We all wish Jerry the best of 
health in the future.  

We have such a wonderful 
family.   While we were gone, 
enjoying the warm weather, 
Lynn Thon and Tina Ander-
son came to the house daily 
to make sure the furnace was 
working and that our kitty, 
Matilda, had plenty of food, 
water and TLC.  The one 
day that it snowed, Jeremy 
and Miriah Olson stopped by 
and shoveled the walk for us.  
Lynn also checked the garage 
to see that it was warm, and 
watered the plants out there.  
We really appreciated every-
thing they did for us – made 
the trip so much nicer be-
cause we didn’t have to 
worry about what was go-
ing on back here.

Jeremy and Miriah in-
vited us up to Lakeview 
for supper last Thursday.  
The special that night was 
the Mexican Plate, which 
I had, and, believe me, it 
was delicious.  We had a 
great time talking to the 
Olson’s about our trip 
and about how wonder-
fully welcoming Jeremy’s 
mom and dad, Jackie and 
Shaun, had been to us while 
we were in Texas.  I haven’t 
been able to talk Jeremy into 
gifting Sweet T to Shaun yet, 
but I’m still working on that.  

It’s great to go out to eat 
once in a while, but it’s also 
great to be home and cooking 
in our own kitchen.  A person 
just doesn’t know how much 
they will miss the kitchen 
chores until they are not in a 
place to do them for a while.  
It’s so good to be home.

I better run.  I hope you 
have a wonderful week and 
that you will be able to get 
out and enjoy our beautiful 
weather.  See you next time.

America is Great!
To the Editor:

It is such a travesty that 
Joe Biden ceased so many 
people to hope that they 
could come to America 
illegally and stay here. 

I wish as each one is 
deported they would be 
given a Bible, a copy of 
our constitution and a 
message “to go home and 

make your country great 
like America”. 

Nick Ricci
Cumberland

Lloyd D. Snyder
Lloyd Dean Snyder age 

88, passed away peacefully on 
January 24, 2025. He was born 
June 6, 1936 in Black Creek, 
NY to Hubert Aaron Snyder 
and Annabelle Frances (Ecker) 
Snyder. He was the oldest of 
11 kids: Lloyd, Millie, Alice, 
Mary Ann, Eddy, Thomas, 
Linda, Richard, Penny, Kathy 
and Rosie. He married Rose 
(Csuti – Brock) Snyder June 
18, 1971 in McKinley, WI—
and promptly went on their 
honeymoon to California with 
their five kids in a station wag-
on.

Lloyd served in the US Air 
Force from 1953 to 1958. He 
was a Korean War Veteran, 
later stationed in Holland. 
He was an engineer by trade. 
Amongst his other accom-
plishments, he was also a pri-
vate pilot and owner of Eagle 

Aviation and Design Travel 
Agency, in Cumberland, Wis-
consin. He became an officer 
at Falcon Drill Inc. prior to 
his retirement, and even after 
retirement worked at various 
companies.

Lloyd loved his family and 
helping others. He was known 
for his whistling, and his sense 
of humor. And, as the old say-
ing goes, he never knew a 
stranger.  

 He loved to fix things and 
was always working on a pro-
ject, like building an airplane 
or working on a car engine, 
and he could repair anything. 
No project was too big for 
him. Lloyd really enjoyed the 
Crazy 8 Group and had many 
stories and adventures he liked 
to share. 

In the past few years, Lloyd 
suffered with bladder and lung 
cancer and had a rare form of 
leukemia – T-Cell Prolympho-
cytic. Despite his condition, he 
never let it dull his humor. 

He is survived by his wife 
Rose (Csuti – Brock) Snyder; 
children, Ron Brock, Cindy 
Rouzer (Tom), Deb Lyrek 
(Greg), Summer Snyder, 
Gayle Strawn (Troy), Donna 
House (David), Steve Sny-
der, Randy Snyder (Natalie); 
and honorary children, Mike 
and Jenny Young, Roy Peter-

son (Renee) and Todd Bents; 
grandchildren, Katie Baumann 
(Kyle), Mike Rouzer (Mandy), 
Tricia Rouzer (Mark Hanson), 
Eric Rouzer (Keri), Adam 
Strawn (Tania), Jenny Raines 
(Andy Stock), Samantha War-
wick (Marc Hauge), Jackie 
Warwick (Jaimie Fischer), 
Jessica Rhodes (Don), Mishel 
House (Stephen Washington), 
Justin House (Ally Joy), Shawn 
Brock, Boomer Brock; twenty-
three great grandchildren, with 
two on the way; and nine sib-
lings.

Lloyd was preceded in death 
by his parents, Hubert and An-
nabelle Snyder; sons, John 
Brock, Cecil Brock and Francis 
Brock; grandson Bryan Brock; 
daughter-in-law, Joy Brock; 
son-in-law, John Warwick; and 
brother, Eddy Snyder.

A private family celebra-
tion is being held. A public 
visitation—but in Lloyd’s 
case, it will be a celebration 
of a great life—will be held 
on Friday, June 6, 2025 from 
3:00 - 5:00 PM at Skinner Fu-
neral Home of Cumberland, 
with a Celebration of Life be-
ginning at 5:00 PM.

Interment Lakeside Cem-
etery, Cumberland. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the fam-
ily. 

Betty A. Walsh
It is with great sadness that 

after a short illness, long-time 
Cumberland resident Betty 
Walsh passed away peacefully 
on Saturday January 11th,  
2025 at the Mayo Clinic in La-
crosse, Wisconsin.

Betty was the beloved wife 
of the late Jack Walsh and will 
be lovingly remembered by 
her 4 children, Aggi, Tom, Tim 
and John, 6 grandchildren, 
Keegan, Devany, Isabella, Ol-
ivia, Pierce and Alexis, and 2 
great grandchildren, Jack and 
Poppy.

Born Betty Ann Krause to 
immigrant parents in 1935, 

Betty grew up in Chicago 
where she first developed her 
life-long interests in reading, 
music and the general pur-
suit of knowledge.  Betty had 
a younger sister Helen who 
passed away in 2007.  Betty 
left Chicago in 1953 to pursue 
a Bachelor’s degree at North-
ern Illinois University where 
she met Jack Walsh.  Jack and 
Betty were married on August 
10th, 1957 in Chicago. They 
decided to head north to the 
wilds of Northern Wisconsin 
first moving to Menomonie, 
then Ladysmith, and finally 
settling in Cumberland in 
1965 where Betty lived until 
recently.

Betty went back to college 
at UW Eau Claire in 1972 
to earn her Master’s Degree 
specializing in teaching chil-
dren with learning disabilities. 
She taught at  Barron Middle 
School for 10 years, and then 
moved to Almena teaching 
2nd grade for another 13 years.  
She continued to keep in touch 
with many of her former pupils 
and fellow teachers.  Betty re-

tired from teaching in 1998.
Betty was a well-known 

member of the community 
in Cumberland and an ac-
tive member of the Catho-
lic church.  With 4 children, 
Betty’s house on 4th Avenue 
was often bustling with visitors 
and ‘Mrs. Walsh’ was known 
as being gracious, if strict, by 
her children’s many childhood 
friends.

Betty was a caring and de-
voted wife, best demonstrated 
by her selfless determina-
tion through the near decade 
of daily support and care she 
provided to Jack through his 
long battle and steady decline 
from dementia.  They were 
happily married for 53 years. 
In her later years, Betty drove 
from Cumberland to Florida 
to spend the Winter, and drove 
herself home again in the 
Spring.

She will be interred next to 
her husband in the Northern 
Wisconsin Veterans Memorial 
Cemetery in Spooner. Plans 
for a service are pending.
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NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK
715-822-8337

1530 Elm St.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459
Odden’s Flowers

Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM
Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM

Phone: 715-822-4835
Cumberland, Wisconsin

Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials
Shrubbery & Bedding Plants

Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister: Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: 402 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8  am,  
10:30 am: Sunday School 9:15 
am Communion 1st and 3rd 
weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1788 Elm Street
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Online services and 
calendar of events available at 
www.northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Isaac Nicholson 
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:00 
a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday’s 6:00 pm-Vesper 
Service
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: Scott Manly
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study:7:15 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Josiah Hodgett, Lead Pastor
Worship Service: Sundays at 10 
am; Kids for Christ: Sundays at 
10:30 am, Uturn Student Mins-
tries: Sundays at 6 pm.
SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion: 8:45 am Sunday 
School: 10:00 am

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays 
11:00 am; Holy communion first 
and third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

Alan H. Martinson
Alan Martinson, 82, of 

Cumberland, WI, passed 
away Monday, January 20, 
at Colorado State Veterans 
Home at Fitzsimons in Au-
rora, CO. He went home to 
God peacefully, surrounded by 
his daughters, Amy Martinson 
and Erika Mueller. He joins 
his wife, Kathleen, who went 
home to God, April 4, 2005. 
Alan was also preceded in 
death by his parents, Howard 
and Erma Martinson. Along 
with his daughters, he is sur-
vived by his brother, Gary 
Martinson and sister, Karen 
Husmoen.

Alan was a veteran of the 
Vietnam War – Spec. 4, Com-
bat Medic. Coming home from 
war, he met the love of his life 
in his physical therapist, Kath-
leen C. Stehr. The couple 
married April 12, 1969.  

Alan and Kathleen 
farmed in Barron, Wiscon-
sin, managing a 240-acre 
family farm of dairy cat-
tle, hogs, and sheep. Alan 
farmed with a keen focus on 
land conservation and hu-
manely caring for animals. 
In 1991, he was honored 
with the Environmental 
Ethics award for his practic-
es in land preservation and 
sustainable farming.

After farming, Alan 
stayed connected through 
hauling milk in Barron 
County for many years. He 
turned his focus to caring 
for our winged wildlife with 
his numerous birdhouses 
he’d place throughout the 
region. Purple Martins and 
Sandhill Cranes held a spe-
cial place in his heart. 

Alan was known for his 
big heart and kindness, and 

he generously gave back 
through his many years of 
hospice service after his 
wife passed. He understood 
the importance of their mis-
sion to provide comfort and 
what that means to families 
during the final months of 
life. 

Nature, his community 
and friends, biking, ski-
ing, and his lake property 
truly gave him much joy 
and peace, making his life, 
the perfect life, during his 
last 30 years. He would 
often say how blessed and 
lucky he knew he was for 
the whole life he had the 
privilege to live, and he be-
lieved everything happened 
for a reason. Had it not been 
for the war and getting in-
jured, he’d have never met 
Kathleen. Had he never met 
Kathleen, he would have 
never had his two daugh-
ters. Every step and chapter 
in his life was there for a 
purpose, and he embraced 
and accepted every change 
with an open heart.

Throughout his life, 
Alan was a man of grace, 
humility, compassion, and 
service — to his country, 
his family, his community, 

and to God’s creatures. His 
love, charismatic smile, and 
his helping hand were al-
ways given to anyone who 
crossed his path — no mat-
ter whether the person was 
a good friend or someone 
he had just met. He will be 
dearly missed and forever 
remembered by all who had 
the honor of knowing him 
and his kindness. May we 
all be a little bit more like 
Alan.

Family and friends are 
invited to celebrate Alan 
during a funeral service at 
Barron Methodist Church, 
154 Memorial Drive, Bar-
ron, Wisconsin 54812. The 
service will be held Satur-
day, February 22 at 1:30 
p.m., visitation starting at 
12:30p.m.  

Donations:
North American Bluebird 

Society
PO Box 7844 Bloomington, 

IN 47407
https://www.nabluebirdso-

ciety.org/donations-other
International Crane Foun-

dation
ATTN: Gift Processing
PO Box 447 Baraboo, WI 

53913
https://savingcranes.org/

donate

Ronald “Ron” W.
Catlin

Ronald William “Ron” Cat-
lin, age 75, of Comstock passed 
on Monday, January 20, 2025 at 
Frederic Nursing and Rehabili-
tation. He was born December 
23, 1949 in Cumberland, WI 
to Silas “Bill” William and 
Marie Helen (Hanson) Catlin. 

Ron was a quiet and simple 
man who was quick to help 
in a time of need. He had a 
lifelong commitment to dairy 
farming, and enjoyed listen-
ing to sports - (primarily the 
Twins and Vikings, but he 
could cheer on any team, re-
ally!). He enjoyed spending 
time with his relatives. Ron 
also loved hearing stories 
from his buddies, Brian, Big 
John and Little Charlie. Addi-
tionally, he enjoyed snacking 
on his nightly popcorn, or bowl 

of ice cream.
He is survived by siblings, 

Bonnie (Mike) Davison, of 
Grand Junction, CO, Sherry 
Prokop, of Hudson, James 
(Lori) Catlin, of Comstock 
and Diane (Tim) Johnson, of 
Amery; sister-in-law, Judy 
Catlin, of Comstock; nieces 
and nephews, Chad, Aaron, 
and Bryan Catlin, Casey 
(Jenny) Catlin, Kelly (Jacob) 
Nadeau, and Marissa and 
Maxwell Johnson; and great 
nephews, Carson and Cole Cat-
lin. 

Ron was preceded in death 
by his parents, Silas “Bill” and 
Marie (Hanson) Catlin; brother, 
Gene Catlin; and infant sister, 
Sharon Catlin. 

The family would like to 
extend a special thanks to St. 
Croix Hospice, Deb at Cumber-
land Oncology, and the Frederic 
Nursing Home for their care. 

A Memorial Service was 
held on Saturday January 25, 
2025 at Christ Lutheran Church 
- Pipe Lake. Honorary pallbear-
ers were Donny Sundvall, 
Noah Greene, Henry Soldner, 
Luke Soldner, Brian Hansen, 
John Soldner, and Colton 
Jansen.

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.

“Transformation”
by Deacon Wayne Romsos

Timberland Ringebu Free Lutheran Church

Years ago “transformer” toys were very popu-
lar.  One popular toy could change from a fast 
looking race car into a ferocious looking warrior.  
What a change by simply folding the figure to 
quickly becoming something completely differ-
ent.   By now if anyone received such a toy this 
last Christmas, it may be collecting dust in the 
toy box or it may be the child’s favorite.  The 
word transform implies that some “thing” has to 
change from one condition to something quite 
different.  This reminds me of how our lives can 
be transformed from our sinful nature that is re-
ferred to in Matthew 15: 18-19 “But the things 
that come out of a person’s mouth come from 
the heart, and these defile them.  For out of the 
heart come evil thoughts-murder, adultery, sex-
ual immorality, theft, false testimony, and slan-
der.”  Does this not indicate that we need God’s 
direction over our own hearts?  We see in nature 
that a beautiful Monarch butterfly starts out as 
a worm and through the natural transformation 
becomes something quite different than what it 
was.  We also can become transformed like the 
worm to a butterfly from our sinful nature (from 
previous Matthew passage) to a new heart as stat-
ed in II Corinthians 5-17 “Therefore if anyone 
is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old 
has gone, the new is here.”  When our hearts are 
transformed we will think, speak, and act differ-
ently.  One well known person in the Bible that 
was greatly transformed was Saul/Paul when he 
was on the road to Damascus.  He was doing eve-
rything he could to help persecute the Christians 
and through his dramatic experience he became a 
great apostle for the Lord, enduring many beat-
ings and being imprisoned but never giving up 
his new nature.  Obviously from all the letters 
that he wrote to the early churches he had ex-
perienced the true transformation that we are all 
looking for today.  Be transformed.
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Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

MIDWEST INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 
S P R AY  F OA M 
I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI •missprayfoam@gmail.com

. . .
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 Cumberland Advocate 

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

       Cumberland Advocate 

  CLASSIFIED ADS

 In keeping with our policy, letters 
regarding the upcoming election will 

not be accepted two weeks prior to 
the election.

$7 Minimum Charge 
for 15 words

Thereafter 25¢ Per Word
DEADLINE 

2:00 Friday 
Phone: 715-822-4469

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

FOR SALE: Something good to eat. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 1/4’s, 1/2’s, 
whole or hamburger! Finished to per-
fection. 715-205-0357.   A12-TFN

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door.. 
Also avail. - 8 ft oak wood by semi 
load. 715-296-9127  	 26TFN

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, violations, 
accidents, loss of license. 234-3427 
or 800-657-4782. Instant SR-22 fil-
ings.	 tfnc

tylerbuckjr2023@gmail.com

RECOVERY FOAM LLC

TYLER BUCK 
(763) 200-0757   

complete spray foam service

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured

Looking for 
In-Home Help?

Check our 
Resource Guide at 

adrcconnections.org
or call 715-537-6225
for help connecting to 

local resources

CAREGIVERS 
NEEDED!
Do you want a 

unique opportunity 
to be your own boss 

with a 
flexible schedule? 
Want to learn more 
about how you can 
earn money while 

helping those need-
ing in-home help?

Contact us at
715-537-6225

MORTGAGE LENDER - Cumberland Branch
 Responsible for assisting customers with home ownership– 

application to closing.  Business development, community 
involvement and compliance with all regulatory requirements 
are also essential functions.  May support other lenders with 

consumer and commercial loans.
 Degree in business or finance and a minimum of five years exp. 
in banking and mortgage origination.  Excellent communication 
skills, ability to analyze financial data and current knowledge of 

lending practices/regulatory compliance essential.
 
 

Oak View Adult Family Home Corp. located just out of 
Spooner on Hwy 253 is now seeking dependable, 

professional individuals, who are committed to providing 
quality care to clients in a home like environment.

We currently have immediate openings for all shifts. 
Starting pay is $10/hour. Mandatory background check 

and pre-employment drug testing. 
Please contact the Business Office at 715-468-1003

If no answer, leave message.

HELP WANTED!

The City of Cumberland is now accepting applications for our 
next Municipal Treasurer. This full-time position is a critical mem-
ber of our municipal management team, fulfilling both the statu-
tory duties of a Municipal Treasurer as well as serving a critical 
role in the financial management as reporting for the Cumber-

land Municipal Utilities. A full job description can be found on our 
website at https://cityofcumberland.net/forms-permits/.
Successful applicants will be required to have at least an 

Associate’s Degree in accounting, finance or a related field. 
A Bachelor’s Degree is preferred. A minimum of two years of 

highly responsible accounting experience is required. A previous 
experience in municipal accounting, utility accounting and Public 

Service Commission (PSC) reporting is highly desirable.
Starting salary will be dependant upon qualifications,  but is 

anticipated to be in the $65,000-$80,000 range. In the future, this 
position could possibly be expanded to include Municipal Clerk 

duties at which time the job description and salary would both be 
adjusted. Please indicate on your application materials if you’re 

open to that option. 
To apply, please submit a cover letter, resume, completed job 

application, and a signed copy of the job description by mail to 
City Hall (950 1st Ave) or by email to 

cityadmin@cityofcumberland.net.  The application deadline is 
Monday, February 17, 2025 at 4:00 pm.

JOB OPENING
City of Cumberland Position

Municipal Treasurer
SUMMER IS COMING! LOUIE’S KEEPS GROWING AND EXPANDING AND NEED YOU!
• MEAT COUNTER • PACKAGING • CASHIERS • PRODUCTION • LOUIE’S LODGE 

Learn a New Trade! Training by the BEST! Nationally Acclaimed! 
Fun and Fast Paced! Competitive Wages and Benefit Package Available.

Louie’s Finer Meats has Full and Part-Time openings in their Meat Counter 
Packaging Cashier Production & Sanitation Departments. Also Louie’s Lodge.
Candidates will have an aptitude for superb Customer Service, 
Product Quality, Expense Reduction & Sanitation. Must be able to work some 
weekends. A well-groomed appearance will be expected. Some lifting required.
Please send resume to Louie’s Finer Meats, P.O. Box 774, 
Cumberland, Wisconsin 54829 or stop in for an application. 

 Augustanan Lutheran Church (ELCA), Cum-
berland, is seeking a Choir Director. Among the 
duties of this position are working with the pas-
tor and organist/accompanist to select choral 
music, rehearse and direct the choir. Interest in 
directing a Bell Choir also desirable. This is a 
part-time, paid position. 

Send resumé to: 
Augustana Lutheran Church

PO Box 5
Cumberland, WI 54829 
by November 30, 2015.

• Louie’s Finer Meats in Cumberland has openings in the Meat 
Merchandiser, Sanitation and Production Departments.

• Candidates must be able to demonstrate an aptitude for cus-
tomer service, product quality, expense reduction and sanitation.

• Must be able to work weekends.
• A well-groomed appearance will be expected.

• Competitive wages and benefit packages available.
Louie’s Finer Meats

2025 Superior Ave. Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-4728 • lfm@louiesfinermeats.com

H e l p  W a n t e d !
LOUIE’S FINER MEATS-CUMBERLAND

715-822-4728-LFM@LOUIESFINERMEATS.COM

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING 

STATE OF WISCONSIN      
SS

COUNTY OF BARRON 

TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:	
  PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 
given to all persons in the 
County of Barron, Wiscon-
sin, that the Barron County 
Zoning Committee will con-
sider at public hearing on 
Wednesday, February 
5, 2025, at 12:35 p.m. in 
Room 2106 of the Barron 
County Government Center, 
335 E. Monroe Ave., Barron, 
Wisconsin, the following re-
quest relative to a proposal 
to vary the terms of the Bar-
ron County Land Use Ordi-
nance as follows:	
   Requests a lot variance to 
reduce the lot access width 
to a proposed new lot from 

66 feet to 20 feet for prop-
erty described as SE-SW 
ex CSM 39/161, consisting 
of 32.839 acres, located in 
Section 20, T35N, R13W, 
Town of Cumberland.   	
   The Zoning Committee re-
serves the right to view the 
property and may convene 
in executive session prior to 
rendering a decision.	
   Property owner: Friess En-
terprises. LLC	
   Applicant: Charlie Carlson	
   All persons interested are 
invited to attend said hear-
ing and be heard.	
   Dated at Barron, Wiscon-
sin, this 22nd day of Janu-
ary, 2025.

	
  Barron County Zoning 

Committee	
Audrey Kusilek, Chair

Published in the Cumberland Advo-
cate on January 22 & January 29, 

2025. WNAXLP

NOTICE OF UNCLAIMED FUNDS
BARRON COUNTY

Pursuant to Wisc. Statutes 59.66(2) A list of names and 
last-known addresses of the owners of unclaimed funds 
that have a value of at least $20.00 is available on the 
Barron County Internet Site at www.barroncountywi.gov 
and is also posted in the Barron County Treasurer’s Of-
fice. Unless the owner requests and proves ownership of 
the money or security within 6 months from the time of the 
completed  publication, I, as Treasurer of Barron County, 
will take possession or control of the money or security.

Samantha J Sommerfeld
Barron County Treasurer

 Published in the Cumberland Advocate on January 29 & February 5, 2025. WNAXLP

Individual Income Tax... 
free online service allows 
eligible taxpayers to file 
their federal income taxes 
directly with the IRS. Di-
rect File integrates seam-
lessly with WisTax, allow-
ing you to easily file your 
Wisconsin state return.
2. Tax Filing Software. 

Numerous software op-
tions are available, rang-
ing from basic to ad-
vanced, offering varying 
levels of guidance and 
support.
3. Tax Preparer. Enlist-

ing the help of a qualified 
tax professional can be 
beneficial for those with 
complex tax situations or 
who prefer personalized 
assistance.
4. VITA (Volunteer Income 

Tax Assistance). Free tax 
preparation assistance 
is available to eligible 
taxpayers through the 
VITA program, offered 
by community organiza-
tions and IRS-certified 
volunteers. To locate an 
site near you, use the 
VITA/TCE Locator Tool 
or the AARP Site Loca-
tor Tool.
Expanded Wisconsin 

Child and Dependent Care 
Credit Check to see if you 
qualify
Where’s My Refund?
DOR’s Where’s My Re-

fund tool is the quickest 
way to check your refund 
status, as it gives taxpayers 
instant access to the same 
information call center 
agents provide.
Extended Call Center 

Hours
To further assist taxpay-

ers during this busy time, 
DOR’s Customer Service 
Call Center is extending 
hours in the weeks leading 
up to the filing deadline. Tax 
specialists will be available 
from 7:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
April 1 – 3, April 7 – 10 and 
April 14 – 15 to accommo-
date taxpayers’ schedules.
More Resources
Individual tax filers are en-

couraged to visit the DOR 
website’s Individuals 
page where they will find 
answers to common ques-
tions, forms and instruc-
tions, tax credit informa-
tion, payment options, 
instructional videos, and 
other resources.

Point guard Troy Majewski dribbles into the front court during the boys big win over Chetek-Weyerhaeuser.

From left Jack Richter, Calvin Cunningham, Carson Catlin, and Edward Martinez wait to check in last Thursday 
night vs. The Bulldogs. Cumberland rolled to a big win. 
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seeking help to stay afloat 
was the Hotel Cumberland, 
who used a January Advo-
cate to ask businesses and 
residents to send any guest 
their way. “Tell them to try 
our hostelry. Ninety-five 
cents of every dollar goes 
back into the town. Have 
you ever come up for a meal 
now and then and shown 
you want our business? This 
is a day of reciprocity.”
Despite the hardships for 

many, there were still many 
activities available to our 
residents. Among the events 
was a Norwegian Whist 
Card Party at the Legion, 
a Barron County Checkers 
Tournament, a Ski Tourna-
ment in Almena, and a pos-
sible movie at the Zim Zim 
Theatre where the Marx 
Brothers Paramount film 
“Duck Soup” was making 
its debut.
Another January event 

to look forward to was the 
first annual President Roos-
evelt’s Birthday Ball in the 
Cumberland Gymnasium 
on January 30. The cost 
was 50 cents for men and 
25 cents for women. Music 
was provided by the Ken 
Knutson Orchestra.
Beginning in January of 

1934, the Roosevelt Birth-
day Balls became annual 
nation-wide fundraising 
event, first for the Georgia 
Warm Springs Foundation 
and then for its successor in 
1938, the National Founda-
tion for Infantile Paralysis. 
Occurring annually until his 
death in 1945, the President 
would give an address to 
attendees over the radio at 
midnight of each ball.
The event were great suc-

cesses, raising about a mil-
lion dollars a year (worth 
approximately $21 million 
today). In 1945, the NFIP 
was able to raise $18 mil-
lion dollars (approximately 
$280-300 million today) 
which went to providing 
care and funding the re-
search on polio that would 
culminate in the first suc-
cessful tested vaccine cre-
ated by Dr. Jonas Salk and 
released for use on April 12, 
1955, exactly ten years after 
FDR’s death.
While all this was going 

on, the Island City was busy 
with the activities of a cold-
er than usual winter. Christ-
mas Day had reached a low 
of minus-36 degrees and 
a high of minus-six. The 
week leading into January 
had five nights of tempera-
tures below zero with four 
nights -20 or colder. 
For two Cumberland resi-

dents, August Wolff and 
Lucy Arntz, the cold was 

Oratorical Contest Winner!

One can only imagine 
how happy the students of 
the Island City were when 
they heard their Christmas 
vacation would be extended 
until January 15. One of 
several projects undertaken 
by the Civil Works Admin-
istration in Cumberland was 
the repainting of the interior 
of both city school houses. 
Twenty men were part of 
the project and had commu-
nicated to the School Board 
their work would take two 
additional weeks.
The Civil Works Admin-

istration was a short-term 
New Deal initiative estab-
lished by President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt to provide 
immediate employment 
through public works proj-
ects like road construction, 
bridge repairs, park im-
provements, and building 
maintenance. Its aim was 
to provide winter work for 
the unemployed during the 
harsh 1933-1934 time-pe-
riod.
By 1934, the Depres-

sion was taking its toll on 
Americans. On the basis of 
the American Federation of 
Labor estimates, 65 percent 
of all persons engaged in 
construction industries were 
unemployed, 38 percent in 
service industries, 37 per-
cent in mining, 36 percent 
in railroads, 27 percent in 
manufacturing, and 20 per-
cent in trade. 
The CWA rules for their 

projects stated that no one 
who had an income could 
be involved nor could more 
than one person from a fam-
ily. It was a short-term pro-
gram that ran for roughly 
five months, ending in 
March of 1934. New Deal 
legislation like this quickly 
created jobs for millions of 
unemployed people across 
the country. 
Besides the painting proj-

ect, a crew of 20 men were 
busy working on a sewer 
disposal project on Elm 
Street, while the lowering 
of the pumps and a man-
hole project on Second 
street had been completed. 
Another 40 men had been 
assigned to the athletic field 
project, which would even-
tually become Moser Field.
January found the City 

Council also busy with 
their first meeting of the 
new year. Its focus was on 
the passage of an ordinance 
regulating taverns in the 
city. 
It came less than a month 

after the ratification of the 
Twenty-First Amendment, 
repealing the Prohibition 
era that had run from 1920 
until the recent December 5 

vote. Among the factors for 
its repeal was the Federal 
Government’s desperate 
need for revenue during the 
on-going depression. With 
its repeal, the City Fathers 
needed to establish regula-
tions for the reopening of 
Cumberland’s legal drink-
ing establishments.
Their eventual regulations 

were quite stringent and 
applied to any place where 
liquor was sold. It required 
closings at 11:00 pm on 
weekdays and midnight on 
Saturday. Sale was prohib-
ited on Sundays. A copy of 
the Ordinance, signed by 
Mayor George Babcock, ran 
in the January 4 Advocate 
saying, “It is the duty of the 
police to report to the may-
or the name of any persons 
who in their opinion are ha-
bitual drunkards or who are 
squandering their money or 
neglecting their businesses 
or their families.”
It didn’t take long for a 

January 18 headline in the 
Advocate to read, “Tav-
ern Keepers Defy License 
Committee.”  Mayor Bab-
cock said he accepted their 
defial, but it was time, “To 
find out whether city offi-
cials or tavern keepers are 
in control of the city.” One 
tavern keeper announced he 
would, “See to it that men 
of sense were elected to of-
fice in the future.”
The Advocate would re-

spond to the threat by say-
ing, “Unless the tavern 
keepers jump down off their 
high horse and run places 
the Ordinance contem-
plates, the tavern in Cum-
berland will soon be an in-
stitution of the past.”
Another topic for city of-

ficials came following a 
visit from two individuals 
from Chicago, an employ-
ee from the staff of radio 
Station WLS and a family 
member of poet and phi-
losopher Ralph Waldo Em-
erson. They announced they 
were seeking, “An all-the-
year-around rural retreat 
for some twenty members 
of their staff.” Their hopes 
were for, “Cottages and a 
caretaker who will, make 
them comfortable, winter or 
summer.”
City resident A. K. Ned-

videk was put in charge of 
the guest and according to 
the paper, “Did his best to 
sell them on the idea of lo-
cating here.” The location 
that caught their attention 
the most was the Ebers ten-
acre tract on the east shore 
of Sand Lake.
The Depression threatened 

the very existence of local 
businesses. Among those 

a reminder of events sur-
rounding their wedding, 
which happened 50 years 
earlier in 1884. 
Residents since the very 

beginning of the city, they 
were married in Lyndon 
Station on a very cold Janu-
ary day. Trains were can-
celed all over the state for 
fear the rails “Would snap as 
the trains passed over them” 
in temperatures reaching 50 
below. This made getting 
back to Cumberland a dif-
ficult task.
With the original Lyndon 

Station train canceled, they 
got a ride to Mauston, where 
they spent their first night of 
married life in jail. As they 
would say, “It was not quite 
as bad as it sounds,” 
for her brother was the 
Sheriff and they stayed 
there as his guest.
The next morning, 

they took a train to Eau 
Claire where they spent 
the night with relatives. 
The following after-
noon, after a substan-
tial wait, they boarded 
another train that took 
them to Spooner only to 
find there was no run-
ning train to Cumber-
land. Finally, after another 
night away from home, a 
train took the newlyweds 
back the Island City. It was 
a story too hard to make up! 
Their 50th Anniversary 

Day, according to the Advo-
cate, “Was a pleasant day” 
which included a surprise 
visit from his brother Fred, 
who came down from Du-
luth. Following the story of 
their wedding, “Pleasant” 
was the least they deserved.
Now, it was time for the 

Wolffs and other Cumber-
land residents to see what 
February had in store.

1934: A Busy Island City January
by Mark R. Fuller

The American Legion Oratorical Contest is a speech contest where students write 
their own 8-10 minute speech on some aspect of The Constitution. Julia O’dour of 
Cumberland, took 1st place. Her speech was titled, “The Inspiration of the Con-
stitution”. Julia will now move on to the District 10 Contest, which will be in Eau 
Claire on February 15th at the American Legion. Pictured from left to right are Mark 
Mauer, Americanism Chairman in Barron County, Julia O’dour, and Jerry Townsend, 
Post Commander of Barron County.
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