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Awesome Accomplishment!

Gavin Gores joined some elite company becoming just the 60th player in State history in any division to score 
2000 career points. Gores in currently 3rd in the State in scoring with 35.4 points per game and is also 6th 
in rebounding at 14.2 per game. Gores will attend the University of Wyoming next fall on a basketball scho-
larship. Pictured left to right are sister Maisen, mom Gale, aunt Andrea, grandma Sally, grandma Emily and 
Gavin. Congratulations Gavin!

12 year old Lexi Anderson stands in her yard with a welcome home banner signed by hundreds of well wis-
hers. Lexi underwent successful heart transplant surgery on Tuesday January 21st and was home on Wedne-
sday, February 5th. Absolutley amazing! Mom Tamala said on Monday she is doing great! 

Positive Hotel Feasibility 
Study Part of City Council 
Meeting
A crowd of 12 visitors 

gathered at City Hall on 
Tuesday, February 4, for 
the monthly meeting of the 
full City Council. Follow-
ing a short tweaking of the 
Agenda, the pledge, and the 
paying of monthly city and 
utility bills, the night be-
gan with a special Mayoral 
Proclamation in recognition 
of retiring Airport Commis-
sion Chairperson, Mr. Mike 
Paffel.
 Paffel began his work as 

a member of the Airport 
Commission in January 
1992. Mayor Shoemaker 
announced, “I have hereun-
to set my hand and caused 
the Seal of the City of Cum-
berland to be affixed this 
4th day of February, 2005, 
resolving that the City en-
courages all residents to 
join in celebrating and 
thanking Mike for his out-
standing service.”
 Airport representative Mr. 

Gary Gannon read a few 
words about Mike Paffel’s 
tremendous work at the air-
port and a gift was then pre-
sented to Mr. Paffel by the 
Mayor and Council.
 Following the presenta-

tion, the Council went into a 
brief closed session, which 
was followed by a report 
from Mr. Michael Linder on 
his extensive Hotel Market 
Research and Development 
Plan he recently completed.
 Linder has had a long ca-

reer in hotel research with 
over 500 studies completed. 
Saying he looks at things 
from a blank slate and as an 
operator of a hotel himself, 
he added, “I’m amazed at 
the potential for business 
here and the many current 
cases where visitors come 
here, but stay somewhere 
else.”
 Saying he would be more 

than willing to, “Sit down 
with the Council and Mayor 
to contact potential fran-
chises and investors,” he 
added. “This community 

has a need and is worthy of 
a new hotel.”
 Mayor Shoemaker 

thanked Mr. Linder for his 
comprehensive work and 
the Council voted to look 
into the next steps in the 
process.
 The Council then moved 

into Committee Reports.
Alderperson Bill Lus-

sier announced the Finance 
Committee has begun early 
discussion into the room tax 
for a new potential hotel, 
while the Police Report in-
cluded a report on the early 
beginnings of Dog Training 
for the new K-9 Unit. The 
utility Report announced 
the beginning of Well #6 
with hopes to have it run-
ning by July 1, while adding 
an Open House for the new 
shop has not yet been set.
 Further reports stated 

that discussions on revis-
ing Heavy Truck Routes 
are still ongoing, while also 
announcing the dredging 
of Library Lake was com-
pleted for now and set to 
resume around April 1.
 With this completed, the 

Council moved into several 
Agenda items for discus-
sion and vote.
 Among other items, the 

Council approved two Pay 
Adjustments recommended 
by the Finance Commit-
tee for the Municipal Court 
Clerk and a city employee 
who has gained further job 
qualifications. The Council 
also approve adoption of the 
Cumberland Outdoor Rec-
reation Plan for 2025-2030, 
which was a requirement for 
potential grant money. They 
further approved an agree-
ment with EOR, which will 
provide design options for 
the city’s future park and 
campground needs.
 A Public Safety request 

led the city to pass a Mu-
tual Aid Agreement with the 
Turtle Lake Police Depart-
ment, which will allow the 

Joe Hegenbarth with one of the many crocheted sli-
ppers he has made for residents and staff  at Dove 
Healthcare in Rice Lake.  

From Classroom to Wrestling Mat: How Joe Hegenbarth Built 
a Legacy of Connection; An Educator’s Lifelong Commitment 
to Nurturing Potential and Connecting Hearts
By Lydia Svendsen - Staff writer at the UWEC Student Newspaper

Joe Hegenbarth always 
leaves his door open. Not 
just to let in the light from 
the narrow hallway at Dove 
Healthcare in Rice Lake, 
Wisconsin, but to extend an 
unspoken invitation – one 
he’s been offering for over 
90 years.
His room sits in the south 

corner of the rehabilitation 
and nursing care facility. 
Upon entrance, a vibrant 
collage of photos with smil-
ing faces greets visitors.
Inside his modest room, 

surrounded by crocheted 
slippers, old wrestling pho-
tos, and puzzles pieced 
together with care, Hegen-
barth continues doing what 
he’s done his entire life: 

creating connections, one 
person at a time.
On afternoons when he is 

not out, you will find He-
genbarth in his toffee-col-
ored armchair. Strands of 
green yarn run down from 
his crochet hook, tangling 
with the tubes of his oxy-
gen tank. He has crocheted 
slippers for many residents 
and staff at Dove, using his 
hobby to create connections 
within the facility. 
Hegenbarth’s open-door 

policy functions as a way to 
let his shining light out into 
the world. 
“A closed door tells people 

to stay away,” he said, ges-
turing to the hallway out-
side his room. “An open 

door invites them in.”
Although this open-door 

approach has defined his 
time at Dove, it began long 
before he became a resident 
at the facility. He spent 35 
years as an educator and 
coach, influencing and nur-
turing the lives of his stu-
dents, athletes and peers. 
He knit them together then 
in the same way he knits 
people together now — 
carefully, methodically, lov-
ingly. 
Joe Hegenbarth’s legacy 

isn’t measured by cham-
pionships won or lessons 
taught — it’s characterized 
by the lives he touched long 
after the final bell rang. As 
a math teacher and wres-
tling coach in Cumberland, 
Wisconsin, he built more 
than problem-solvers and 
athletes; he nurtured gen-
erations of students with an 
unwavering belief in con-

nection, kindness, and per-
severance.

Now, at 92, from a small 
room in the facility, his 
open door continues to in-
vite in the same warmth and 
community he fostered in 
classrooms and wrestling 
mats for decades. His story 
is one of enduring influence 
— a reminder that the les-
sons we leave behind often 
outlast the titles we hold.
From 1959 to 1994, He-

genbarth taught seventh 
and eighth-grade math at 
Cumberland School in Bar-
ron County, Wisconsin. 
He founded Cumberland’s 
wrestling program in his 
first year as a teacher, be-
coming the head coach in 
1972. His legacy of leader-
ship, encouragement and 
positivity continues, even 
through his retirement. 
Thirty years have passed 
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

Can be decorated to fit your needs. 
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

s

•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please provide name and address 
information and bring a sturdy bags to carry food.   
Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 

the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry
@gmail.com or call 
715-822-3767

This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Now Open 
Tuesday thru 

Sunday
Behind the Isle Theatre      

www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321

 LIVE MUSIC 
H o u r s :  Tu e s -S u n d a y :  1 0 a m  -  C l o s e

       Kitchen Hours: Tues-Thurs: 11am-8pm;  Friday: 11am-9pm; 
        Saturday: 11am-9pm  Sunday: 11am - 8pm

C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s 
FEB. 14th:       Valentines Day Special: Seafood & Steak Platter for 2
(Bang Bang Shrimp, Fish Bites, Steak bites w/fresh onion 
strings. Includes Salad and Dessert. $34.99!
FEB. 15TH: Ice Golf Canceled: Par-Tee-On Putt Putt  Golf Tournament 
in the Isle Event Center. First 36 teams to register at Nezzy’s. 
$20 a team and MUST be 21 years and older to play.
FEB. 16: Family Sunday Funday! Come play miniature golf 
from 11 am - 4pm. $5 per round per person.
Mar. 2nd: Cribbage Tournament. 11 am Register 12 pm 
Start $10 to play! 
MAR 15TH:                              Shirts and Skins 8 pm 

                                     more info to come...

Odden 
Flowers Hours:  Monday-Friday

8 am-5 pm
Valentine’s Week

WE 
DELIVER!

 in Cumberland 
& surrounding

 areas!

FREE
DELIVERY

 in-town of 
Cumberland 

(Valentine’s Week)

715-822-4835

Remember your Valentine!

Valentine’s Day 
Friday • Feb 14th

Red Roses in 
Long & Medium Stem

•Mixed Color Roses
•Blooming Plants
•Basket Gardens

•Carnations 
& More!!

Fresh
Spring 

Arrangements

Thursday, February 13
Hamburger/cheeseburger, fries, 

carrots, pears. MS/HS: Beef vegetable 
soup, grilled cheese sandwich.

ES: Jelly sandwich & string cheese.
Friday, February 14

French toast sticks, cheesy ham hash 
browns, broccoli, applesauce.

MS/HS: Chicken patty. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & string cheese.

Monday, February 17
  Hot ham and cheese, chips, 

carrots, applesauce. 
MS/HS: Cheese quesadilla. ES: Jelly 

sandwich & string cheese.
Tuesday, February 18

  Tacos, brown rice, corn fiesta beans, 
peaches. MS/HS: Hamburger/cheese-

burger. ES: Jelly sandwich & string 
cheese.

Wednesday, February 19
   Tater tot hot dish, green beans, pears. 

MS/HS: Walking fajitas. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & string cheese.

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, 
fresh, frozen and canned fruits and vegetables. MENU IS 

SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an Equal 
Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL 
LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety 
of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 

canned fruits and vegetables. 
MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL LUNCH
Thursday, Feb. 13
Hamburger/cheese-

burger, fries, carrots, 
pears. MS/HS: Beef 

vegetable soup, grilled 
cheese sandwich.

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Friday, Feb. 14
French toast sticks, 

cheesy ham hash 
browns, broccoli, 

applesauce.
MS/HS: Chicken patty. 

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Monday, Feb. 17
  Hot ham and cheese, 
chips, carrots, apple-

sauce.  MS/HS: Cheese 
quesadilla. 

ES: Jelly sandwich & 
string cheese.

Tuesday, Feb. 18
  Tacos, brown rice, 
corn fiesta beans, 

peaches. MS/HS: Ham-
burger/cheeseburger. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & 

string cheese.
Wednesday, Feb. 19
   Tater tot hot dish, 
green beans, pears. 

MS/HS: Walking fajitas. 
ES: Jelly sandwich & 

string cheese.

Growing Wishes Greehnhouse Owner Addresses Greenhouse Improvements and Concern
 By Owner Lucas West
There have been some 

concerns expressed about 
the improvements planned 
for Growing Wishes Green-
house north of Turtle Lake. 
We would like to explain 
what we are doing and try 
to allay some of these con-
cerns.
Our primary focus is to 

start a farmers’ market at 
the greenhouse this summer 
to provide locally grown 
produce and locally crafted 
items. There is a need for a 
farmers’ market near Turtle 
Lake and Cumberland and 
Lucas, the owner of Grow-
ing Wishes Greenhouse, 
has almost two decades of 

experience with farmers’ 
markets. We would also like 
to put a roof over the bulk 
mulch bunker with gates to 
help make it more aestheti-
cally pleasing. We hope to 
build a small, nice-looking 
storage shed on the prop-
erty so we can get rid of 
the ugly shipping container 
that we are currently using 
for storage. We hope to add 
a second driveway so that 
there is an entrance and exit 
as well as slightly enlarging 
the parking lot to help with 
traffic and parking concerns.  
A new larger, more efficient 
showroom would also help. 
It will be designed and con-

structed better than the cur-
rent building. 
There have been concerns 

expressed about chemicals 
used by the greenhouse 
and possible contamination 
of Echo Lake. First, there 
has never been any kind of 
chemical spill at the green-
house while under the cur-
rent ownership. We use very 
little fertilizer and how the 
greenhouses are set up, it 
would be very difficult to 
even purposely spill it. Not 
to mention, fertilizer is too 
expensive to waste any. We 
are less likely to have any 
kind of chemical spill than 
any of the previous own-
ers. The drainage from the 
greenhouse area, where 
fertilizer is used, does NOT 

drain towards Echo Lake. 
One lakeshore property 
owner fertilizing their lawn 
would put more fertilizer 
into a lake than we ever 
could.
Traffic on 1-3/4 St. and 

parking are a concern. 
We are working with Al-
mena township to help 
improve this. The new 
driveway and parking area 
would also help. Traf-
fic on highway 63 at this 
area has been a problem 
long before we purchased 
the business. I would sug-
gest that concerned people 
should, as we have done, 
contact the DOT about 
including a bypass lane 
for the northbound traffic 
and a right-hand turn lane 

for the southbound traffic. 
These could fairly easily 
be included in the upcom-
ing road improvements 
that are scheduled for the 
area. 
We have not, and do not 

plan to fill in any wetlands. 
We are working with people 
to get a wetland delinea-
tion done and after that will 
work with the DNR for any 
necessary permits needed 
for our expansion. The 
wetland in question drains 
to the south, going under 
highway 63 and the snow-

mobile trail into another 
wetland south of the trail. 
As mentioned previously, it 
does not drain into, or even 
towards, Echo Lake.
In the end we are just a 

small, local, family-owned 
business trying to stay com-
petitive and provide the best 
available products and ex-
perience to our customers.
All of this is explained in 

more detail on the Grow-
ing Wishes Greenhouse and 
Garden Facebook page, and 
we encourage anyone inter-
ested to check there.

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, FEB. 13: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE: Pickleball 
• 5:45-9 pm HS Boys Basketball Home vs Hayward • HS Girls BB Home vs 
Ladysmith •
FRIDAY, FEB. 14: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 5-9 pm YouthWrestling 
Tournament • 
SATURDAY, FEB. 15: • 8 am-3 pm HS Wrestling Tournament @ CHS • 
8 am-4:30 pm CCE: Barn Board Class •11 am-1 pm CCE: Pickleball • 7-11 
pm Winter Formal•
SUNDAY, FEB. 16: •1:30-5:30 pm Cumberland Youth Softball Open Gym  •
MONDAY, FEB. 17: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball •5-6 pm CCE: Tabata/
Barre Exercise Class •
TUESDAY, FEB. 18: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX  • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball 
• 5-7:30 pm MS Girls Basketball Home vs Ladysmith • 5:45-9  pm HS Boys 
Basketball Home @ St. Croix Falls •5:45-9 pm HS Girls Basketball @ Cameron 
• 8-10 pm CCE: Adult Volleyball •.
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 19:   • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 4:30-5:30 pm 
CCE: Choose Fit/Bench Stepping • 5-6 pm CCE: Tabata/Barre Exercise Class 
• 6-8 pm CCE: Pickleball • 

BARN QUILT WORKSHOP
February 15, 2025 • 8:00 AM TO 4:30 PM

Cumberland High School ART ROOM
REGISTER ASAP: SUSAN BRIDGER, COMMUNITY ED DIRECTOR

email: sbrid@csdmail.com - Phone: 715-671-8828
Send designs to Mkolstad2@charter.net OR 

(www.facebook.com/mjbarnquilts
KEEP THE DESIGNS SIMPLE WITH NO MORE THAN 5 COLORS

Limited space - Sizes & Cost 2x2=$70 • 4x4=$110

FIREFLY FIELDS | CUMBERLAND, WI
*      *     *

Luminary Snowshoe Hike
February 15, 2025 | 6:30 - 8:30 pm

*     *     *
Hot Teas & Cookies available for purchase

2553 10th St | Cumberland, WI 54829 | Barron County
Google pin: H3f2+PVX

Do you Know of a Cumberland graduate of Achievement?
If so, please nominate that graduate. Cumberland High 
School Graduates of Achievement are named each year 
at Commencement Exercises. The deadline for com-
pleted nominations if February 28th. Forms with the 
requirements for nominating a graduate are available 
from the high school guidance office, Superintendent's 
office, or on the school's website (http://www.cumber-
land.k12wi.us) under the "Community" section. A com-
mittee of school staff, school board, community and 
past recipients serve on the selection committee. The 
Award was initiated in 1998 to demonstrate to the cur-
rent student body that one can graduate from a small 
school and achieve significant accomplishments in life.
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 THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

U.S. CHOICE BONELESS RIBEYE STEAK.......$14.99 lb
“Regular Cut or Heart Shaped”

U.S. CHOICE BONE-IN RIBEYE STEAK.......$13.99 lb
LOUIE’S Italian Sausage -regular/hot/or SWEET!....$3.99 lb

LOUIE’S Fresh Wisconsin Brats 
w/Maple, Honey, Cranberries & Cheddar....$3.99 lb

LOUIE’S HONEY, Maple, Brown SUGAR Breakfast Links....$3.99 lb
Awesome SHRIMP! 2# bag.......$29.99

Premium Wild Caught - EZ Peel - Raw Deveined - Jumbo

COMSTOCK CHEESE & SAUSAGE
Buy “Bottle of Wine” + 1# Fudge - Get 1/2# Fudge FREE!!

LOUIE’S LODGE SPECIALS
Rionbo Prosecco     $11.99! Reg. $16.99

Barefoot Wine 4 Paks All Varieties.......$8.99
Oliver Moscato Wines All Varieties.......$8.99

L O U I E ’ S  F I N E R  M E A T S
2025 Superior Ave. 2025 Superior Ave. (Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI (Hwy. 63 N)• Cumberland, WI 

715-822-4728715-822-4728 •  • www.louiesfinermeats.comwww.louiesfinermeats.com
Open to serve you: MON.-SAT.: 8 am - 6 pmOpen to serve you: MON.-SAT.: 8 am - 6 pm

FRI.: 8 am - 7 pm • SUN.: 10 am - 4 pmFRI.: 8 am - 7 pm • SUN.: 10 am - 4 pm
SPECIALS GOOD FEBRUARY 11-17

S W E E T H E A R T  S P E C I A L S !
H A P P Y  V A L E N T I N E S  D A Y ! !

Lodge Hours: Lodge Hours: Monday - Saturday: • 8 am - 8 pmMonday - Saturday: • 8 am - 8 pm
                   Friday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm                   Friday: 8 am - 9 pm • Sunday: 10 am - 6 pm

Multiple Special Response Teams Deployed 
after Gunfire in Washburn County
On February 6th, 2025, 

at approximately 6:11 pm, 
Washburn County Dispatch 
received a 911 call from a 
resident in  Sarona Town-
ship. A female resident 
stated that the residence 
was her adult son’s, and an-
other male party that is bed  
bound. The female advised 
that she heard her son yell-
ing at the bed bound male, 
and the bed bound male 
repeatedly was yelling for 
help. The female resident 
then heard “several popping 
sounds that sounded like 
gun shots” inside the resi-
dence. The female was able 
to exit the house at the time 
and call 911.
Washburn County Depu-

ties along with Wiscon-
sin State Patrol and North 

Emergency Medical Ser-
vices were dispatched to 
the location. Deputies and 
a trooper began holding a 
perimeter on the residence, 
as the Washburn County 
Special Response Team was 
activated. Sawyer County, 
and Burnett County Special 
Response Teams were also 
requested to respond.
Numerous attempts were 

made to make contact with 
the male suspect inside the 
residence with no result. 
After no communication, 
entry was made by Re-
sponse Teams. The male 
suspect was located in the 
bedroom of the bed bound 
male. Within reach of the 
male suspect was a loaded 
rifle. The male suspect was 
taken into custody and the 

bed bound male was not 
harmed.
The male suspect was ar-

rested and being held with 
charges pending of Do-
mestic Disorderly Conduct, 
Reckless Endangering Safe-
ty, Possession of THC, Pos-
session of Drug Parapher-
nalia, Resisting/Obstruction 
and Criminal Damage to 
Property.
All law enforcement were 

clear from the scene at ap-
proximately 12:30 am. As-
sisting on this incident were 
North Memorial Emergency 
Medical, North Memorial 
Air Care, Burnett County 
SRT, Sawyer County SRT 
and Wisconsin State Patrol.

Washburn County 
Sheriff

Dennis Stuart  

Red Barn Theatre Auditions Coming February 15
Auditions for the 2025 

Red Barn Theatre season 
are set for 9:00 am, Sat-
urday, February 15,  at the 
Fine Arts Building at UW-
EC, Barron County Cam-
pus in Rice Lake. Registra-
tion for all shows will run 
from 9:00-9:30 am.  Audi-
tion sheets may be submit-
ted in advance by going 
to  https://form.jotform.
com/250044924628053 .  
(Please note a download-
ed headshot is required 
to complete the online 
form).   Audition forms 
may also be completed 
and submitted upon ar-
rival at auditions Satur-
day morning. (Audition 
staff will take headshot 
photos at that time).  
Readings for ALL pro-

ductions will take place 
from 9:30-10:30 am on 
the campus stage. At 
10:30, additional read-
ings for the three non-
musical plays will con-
tinue in the choir room 
while vocal auditions for 
the musicals will con-
tinue on stage until 11:30 
am. Dancing auditions 
for “Legally Blonde” 
will follow until 12:30 
pm. Callback auditions 
for the musicals will run 
from 12:30-1:30 pm.  
Specific details about 
musical auditions can 
be found on the website 
w w w. r e d b a r n t h e a t r e -
ricelake.com or Red Barn 
Theatre Facebook page.  
Those who cannot attend 
on Feb 15 are asked to 
send an email requesting 
an optional audition pro-
cess at  www.redbarnthe-

atre55@gmail.com  
Directors are excited to 

cast the following shows:
“Butterflies Are Free” 

(May 28-June 7) Come-
dy-Drama; 2w, 2m
A poignant love story 

about trust and indepen-
dence, determined young 
Don Baker aspires to be 
a singer-songwriter in 
Manhattan.  Against the 
wishes of his overpro-
tective mother, he moves 
into his own apartment 
and also befriends a free-
spirited young actress 
who lives  in the apart-
ment next door.  
 Directors are Chris 

Hopkins-Hile and Jeff 
Hile
“The Psychic”  (June 

18-June 28) Comedy-
Mystery;  2w, 4m
In desperation to make 

rent, a down on his luck 
writer puts a sign in his 
apartment window: Psy-
chic Readings $25.  A 
number of interesting 
characters respond.
Director is Roger Swee-

ney
“Legally Blonde”  (July 

9-July 19) Musical; 9w, 
9m + ensemble
After being dumped 

by her boyfriend, soror-
ity girl Elle Woods en-
rolls in Harvard to win 
him back. Her mission 
evolves as she discovers 
her own potential.
Artistic Director is 

Cathy Jones-Wolf and 
Musical Director is John 
Dutmer
“The Savannah Sipping 

Society”  (July 30-Au-
gust 9)  Comedy;  4w

Four unique women 
need to escape their 
day-to-day routines and 
decide to reclaim the en-
thusiasm for life they’ve 
lost through the years.
Director is Terry Wi-

esner
“Dad’s Season Tickets”  

(August 20-August 30)  
Musical; 3w, 3m
Who will inherit 

Frank’s treasured sea-
son tickets at Lambeau 
Field?  His three daugh-
ters employ every trick 
in the Packers’ playbook 
to convince him who is 
worthy. 
Artistic Director is Bob 

Rogers and Musical Di-
rector is Rachel Elbin.
Meanwhile, RBT sea-

son ticket gift certifi-
cates are available in
 Rice Lake at: Baribeau 

Implement
​​​CCF Bank
Dairy State Bank, 
Rice Lake Chamber of 

Commerce
Saged Beauty and Heal-

ing House
 Chetek at: ​Ohde’s Home-

town Pharmacy
 Cumberland at: ​Cumber-

land Federal Bank
 Spooner at: ​​Spooner Out-

let
 Or order by phone: 715-

234-8301
Or order by mail: Red 

Barn Theatre, 824 N Wis-
consin Ave., Rice Lake, WI 
54868 
 Or purchase at the RBT 

ticket office during the run 
of the first show
 Season Ticket Price: 

$80.00 (for all five plays)
Single Admission: $20.00
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“Wisconsin scientist sees bright future for fusion as well as fission”
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✍ Letters to the Editor: The 
Cumberland      Advocate wel-
comes letters to the editor, 500 
words or less on subjects of 
interest to our readers, however, 
the choice of any material is at 
the discretion of the editor. Let-
ters are limited to one per month 
per person.Letters endorsing or 
criticizing candidates for elected 
office will not be published two 
weeks prior to the election. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to edit letters to meet 
space requirements, clarify, or 
to avoid obscenity, libel, or inva-
sion of privacy. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include the 
address and phone number(s) 
for verification purposes.

Poetry and thank you letters 
are not appropriate. There will 
be a charge for letters of thank 
you from individuals and they 
will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
2:00 p.m. on 

Friday

MEMBER OF
WISCONSIN NEWSPAPER 

ASSOCIATION 

The reason for this policy is the number 
of such letters received and the potential for 
campaigns to inundate the editorial page 
with letters on behalf of their candidates.
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MADISON, Wis. – A run-
ning joke among physicists 
(yes, these folks can be 
funny) is that nuclear fu-
sion for large-scale energy 
generation is 20 years away 
from being commercially 
successful ... and always 
will be.
 Greg Piefer, the founder 

and chief executive officer 
of SHINE Technologies in 
Janesville, wouldn’t frown 
over that punchline. But 
he’s the first to say fusion 
for other purposes rang-
ing from fighting cancer to 
national security, and from 
inspecting industrial com-
ponents to recycling nuclear 
waste, comes first and is no 
laughing matter.
 In fact, it’s happening 

now.
 Piefer is a UW-Madison 

College of Engineering 
product who is bullish about 
fusion uses today while urg-
ing patience over its longer-
term energy use. In fact, 
he advocates more fission 
energy production until the 
day comes that fusion revo-
lutionizes how the world is 
powered.
 That calls for definitions: 

Fusion is the same atomic 
reaction that powers the 
sun. It’s an emissions-free 
form of energy generation 
that works by melding light-
weight atoms (deuterium 
and tritium) to produce sub-
atomic particle neutrons, 
helium and energy. Fission 

occurs when the nucleus 
of an atom splits into two 
or more smaller nuclei and 
other particles, producing 
energy through a controlled 
process.
 With fusion, much of the 

fuel source is infinite and the 
energy density is at least 10 
million times that of fossil 
fuels. There are no carbon 
emissions and the neutrons 
produced by a reaction are 
far more useful and valu-
able than the energy it takes 
to launch a reaction.
 That’s where SHINE 

Technologies comes in. 
Over time, the company has 
become a leading source 
of neutrons used in creat-
ing Lutetium-177. If paired 
with a cancer-seeking mol-
ecule, this medical isotope 
can deliver highly targeted 
radiation to cancerous cells 
– killing the cancer but 
saving healthy cells. The 
company is also working to 
produce Molybdenum-99, 
which deteriorates into 
Technetium for diagnostic 
medical tests.
 Neutron imaging is an-

other SHINE product. Such 
imaging provides detailed 
information about criti-
cal aerospace and defense 
components and equipment, 
including turbine blades, 
ammunition and energetic 
devices. This nondestruc-
tive testing technique can 
identify critical flaws before 
untimely failures happen.

 The latest company 
breakthrough came in mid-
January when SHINE ex-
ecuted a four-year contract 
with the United Kingdom 
Atomic Energy Author-
ity to help demonstrate 
controlled “breeding” of 
tritium, which is a major 
step toward building fu-
sion power plants in the 
future. Deuterium can be 
readily extracted from 
seawater, but tritium is 
hard to come by and must 
be mined in a controlled 
setting.
 “We’re super-happy 

about where we sit in 
the fusion ecosystem to-
day,” Piefer said during 
a recent interview. “We 
believe we will be the 
first fusion company to 
be operationally sustain-
able and economically vi-
able.”
 At the same time, Piefer 

said, he is “cheering” for 
other fusion companies to 
succeed because it will 
take a collective effort to 
grasp the Holy Grail of 
fusion – energy produced 
on a mass scale.
 “Fusion will eventually be 

the way the world produces 
most of its energy,” Piefer 
said. “It will be transforma-
tive, and it will solve the 
carbon problem ... but bet-
ting the carbon future of the 
earth on commercial fusion 
plants happening soon is not 
a bet I would make.”

 He thinks the fusion ener-
gy transition will take dec-
ades, meaning that fission 
is a “good bet” in the mean-
time because it’s emissions-
free, a known technology 
and capable of producing 
huge amounts of power at 
a time when a data-hungry 
world needs it.
 Fusion can also help solve 

the fission waste problem 
today, Piefer said, not only 
for next generation “small 
module” plants but for older 
plants that can be recom-
missioned.
 One example is the Three 

Mile Island nuclear pow-
er plant in Pennsylvania, 
which is expected to reopen 
in 2028. The plant’s owner, 
Constellation Energy, is 
working with Microsoft to 
restart the plant and sell its 
power for use in data cent-
ers. That recommissioning 
is being led by Constella-
tion chief generation of-
ficer Bryan Hanson, also a 
UW-Madison engineering 
graduate.
 Fusion is no joke at 

SHINE Technologies, but 
it’s still worth closing with a 
one-liner: “A neutron walks 
into a bar and asks, ‘How 
much for a drink?’ The bar-
tender replies: “For you, no 
charge!”
Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

Can Anyone Help?

Doug Horton, owner of Years Ago Antiques & Collectibles, received a box full of pøstcards addressed to a 
Miss Lena Tollefson back in 1912. Lena’s father was Lars Jergen Tollefson, and Lena had a son named LeRoy 
Albert Olson who went on to marry Gloria Poulter. Lena was buried in East Lakeland cemetery in 1976. Does 
anyone know of any family members that we can pass along these post  cards to?

WEATHER

Temperature and 
precipitation readings
 are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours 

and are provided
  by the Cumberland 

Utility Office.

Date  Hi    Lo   Pre   Snow 
2/04   19  -7    0.04   0.6
2/05   06  -7    0.00   0.0
2/06   20  -1    0.11   1.1
2/07   13  -1    0.00   0.0
2/08   17  -3   0.27   0.0
2/09   18  -11   0.13   2.3
2/10   13  -8  0.00   0.0 

2025

Temperature and 
precipitation readings are 

taken at 7 a.m. for the 
previous 24 hours and are 

provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

The small town newspaper business can be 
quite interesting and sometimes pretty quiet. We 
joke around here usually in the middle of win-
ter. What are we going to put on the front page? 
There are weeks when its pretty slow going in 
the northwoods and trust me, I enjoy some quiet 
weeks. Photo’s are sometimes a little challenging 
to come up with. Then you have a week like this 
in the middle of February. We had all sorts of op-
tions for front page pictures.  Gavin Gores joins 
the 2,000 point club, young Lexi Anderson comes 
home after a heart transplant surgery, a super cool 
story on Joe Hegenbarth, Mike Paffel gets recog-
nized at the City Council meeting, Tiny Friends 
receives $10,000 quarterly grant from 50 People 
and More who Care, the Cumberland Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the Wisconsin State Ice Fish-
ing Contest and a crazy photo of a wash out of a 
culvert between Mud and Long Lake, a very pop-
ular fishing destination 30 minutes away. We also 
held a very nice story that will go in next week’s 
paper that was not time sensitive. Anyway, the 
old saying goes, when it  rains it pours holds true 
in this business.

-0-
Well the Eagles knocked the Chiefs off  their 

pedestal in a dominating Super Bowl win. The 
game was actually boring. I turned it off early 
and went to bed. I’m sure advertisers who spend 
millions didn’t exactly love that either. Speaking 
of advertisers, there was not one commercial that 
I found super special. Just ok I would say. I’ve 
said this before, why can’t we have the game on 
Saturday? I’m guessing most fans and businesses 
around the country would like that as well. There 
is already an extra week off between the cham-
pionship games and the Super Bowl. Bars and 
restaurants would be packed, home parties would 
be more fun as well knowing you didn’t have to 
get up and go to work the next day. This has been 
talked about before, and I’m sure it will go no-
where, it is the almighty NFL after all, they can 
pretty much do what they want and the people 
will tune in.

-0-
It was a fun day on the lake at the 42nd annual 

State Ice Fishing Contest sponsored by the Cum-
berland Chamber of Commerce this past Satur-
day. It was  real winter day with snow falling 
most of the day. There was good food, drinks and 
fun times by most I’m sure. The prizes were awe-
some. Thanks to all who make this a great con-
test. You typically see some characters for sure. 
Some wild for hats and more. I did see one hat 
that I must own. It was purple and read, “Just 1 
before I die”. I’ll second that! Have a great week!  

Correction
In last week’s article about Robert Pease and Rodney Mettner, 
I mentioned other Cumberland War heroes like John Talbot, 
but mistakenly mentioned his missions during WW2 as a gun-
ner on a B-24 Liberator Bomber at a number too low. Talbot 
actually was part of an amazing 35 missions during the war, 
including one in which two engines were shot out and two 
of his crew were injured. For his remarkable performance, 
Talbot received the Distinguished Flying Cross following the 
completion of his missions in Europe. One of many Cumber-
land heroes!
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“Let Our Family Help Yours”

Lars H. Loberg Robert L. Loberg Jens H. Loberg

Family Law • Estate Planning
Real Estate • Personal Injury

Criminal Law  • OWI
715-273-5072

1397 Second Ave. • Cumberland
Sharing Office Space with Lakes Title

loberglawoffice.com

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.
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There will be no parking on any city 
street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day between No-
vember 1 through April 1. Violators 
may be ticketed or towed.

ALL NIGHT PARKING 
PROHIBITED

November 1 through April 1

There will be no parking on any city street between the hours 
of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
                                            

ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED
November 1 through April 1

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Allen L. Amborn, 

33, Rice Lake, OWI, 
$2,096.00. Christopher M. 
Benolken, 43, Lindstrom, 
MN., operate without car-
rying a license, $217.10. 
James E. Brown, 50, Cam-
eron, operate without car-
rying a license, $217.10. 
Dakota D. Ellithorpe, 30, 
Chippewa Falls, operating  
while revoked, $516.00. 
Kyle B. Remackel, 22, 
Star Prairie, operate with-
out carrying a license, 
$217.10. Darrel H. Sistad, 
19, Hillsdale, operating 
while revoked, $516.00 
and ignition interlock de-
vice tampering/failure to 
install/violate court order, 
$642.00. Danae L. Becker, 
38, Turtle Lake, speed-
ing, $175.30. Benjamin D. 
Blomberg, 26, Rice Lake, 
operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Michael S. Brooks, 
34, Rice Lake, speed-
ing, $200.50. Jonathan W. 
Brown, 30, Stone Lake, 
operate with restricted con-
trolled substance, $911.50. 
Ezra R. Davis, 19, rice 
Lake, failure of operator 
to notify police of an acci-
dent, $389.50. William M. 
Davis, 55, Chippewa Falls, 
speeding, $200.50. Heather 
L. Eder, 41, Turtle Lake, 
speeding, $175.30. Emily 
K. Halpin, 28, Milwaukee, 
OWI, $885.00. Kathryn 
A. Harelstad, 75, Chetek, 
fail/yield while making left  
turn, $1,397.50. Jaxson A. 
Humphrey, 17, Hillsdale, 
OWI, $1,031.00. Mary 
A. Jargo, 52, Cornucopia, 
speeding, $200.50. Eugene 
A. Jones, 40, Rice Lake, 
OWI, $1,112.50. Geovany 
L. Lopez-Gamez, 30, Al-
mena, operate without a 
valid license, $200.50 and 
operate a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Codie L. Mackrill, 
26, Cumberland, non-regis-
tration of vehicle, $175.30. 
Danielle S. Melgaard, 32, 
Cameron, OWI, $1,185.00. 
Marcus J. Miller, 22, Bar-
ron, speeding, $175.30. 
Daryl L. Myers, 75, Weyer-
haeuser, speeding, $175.30. 
Brookelynn C. Olsen, 20, 
Rice Lake, failure to stop 
at stop sign, $175.30  and 
operate without carrying a 
license, $150.10. Michael 
L. Postle, 48, Rice Lake, 
speeding, $200.50. Jeffrey 
S. Robotka, 58, Birch-
wood, failure to wear a 
seat belt, $10.00. Rodrigo 
Rodriquez-Casas, 41, Rice 
Lake, operate without a 
valid license, $200.50. Mi-
chael F. Rossio, 77, Stone 
Lake, failure to wear a 
seat belt, $10.00. Melissa 
L. Ruffin, 52, Rice Lake, 
speeding, $175.30. Tyler 
W. Salisbury, 29, Bruce, 
operate a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 

$10.00. William S. Selden, 
LI., 59, Minong, failure to 
keep vehicle under control, 
$213.10. Daniel I. Velez-
Granda, 24, Almena, pos-
sess open intoxicants in 
motor vehicle, $263.50. 
Casey J. Yeske, 23, Chetek, 
speeding, $250.90.

          D.N.R.
Dale R. Kaiser, 61, of 

Bloomer, has been charged 
with take/attempt to take 
game in excess of daily 
limit, take/attempt to take 
game for another person, 
take/attempt to take game 
without valid authorization 
or tag and place, use, hunt 
wild animals with bait (<5 
gallons). His court date is 
scheduled for March 19, 
2025.
Christine K. Kaiser, 50, of 

Bloomer, has been charged 
with place, use, hunt wild 
animals with bait (<5 gal-
lons). Her court date is 
scheduled for March 19, 
2025.

    Complaints 
Jenna R. Hill, 32, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and domestic abuse. Her 
court hearing is scheduled 
for March 5, 2025.
Marc A. Olivo, 60, of 

Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession 
of marijuana and operate 
all-terrain vehicle or util-
ity terrain vehicle without 
valid registration. His court 
date is scheduled for March 
19, 2025.
Eugene A. Jones, LI., 40, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with operate un-
registered snowmobile. His 
court date is scheduled for 
March 19, 2025.

Criminal
Traffic

Michael W. Stauner, 30, 
of Turtle Lake, has been 
charged with operating 
while revoked and ignition 
interlock device tamper-
ing/failure to install/violate 
court order. His adjourned 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for March 5, 2025.
Mary E. Berning, 55, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with operating 
while revoked and ignition 
interlock device tamper-
ing/failure to install/violate 
court order. Her initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
March 12, 2025.

Criminal
Complaints

 Jessica Dow, 54, of Cam-
eron, has been charged with 
possession of controlled 
substance. Her initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
February 26, 2025.
Lydia L. Retzlaff, 43, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with OWI, possession of 
methamphetamine, party to 
a crime, possession of co-
caine/coca, operating while 
revoked, and ignition inter-
lock device tampering/fail-
ure to install/violate court 
order. Her adjourned initial 

appearance is scheduled for 
February 12, 2025.
Brianna M. Holten, 34, 

of Menomonie, has been 
charged with possession 
of methamphetamine and 
party to a crime. His  ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for February 
12, 2025.
Lance C. L’Heureux, 

42, of Barron, has been 
charged with resisting or 
obstructing an officer and 
operating while revoked. 
His adjourned initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
February 12, 2025.
Robert S. Malone, 32, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with retail theft-intention-
ally take. His adjourned 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for February 12, 2025.
Christopher A. Skar, 39, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with OWI and pos-
session of narcotic drugs. 
His adjourned initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
February 12, 2025.
Humberto Morales Espar-

za, 47, of Cumberland, has 
been charged with posses-
sion with intent to deliver 
cocaine, disorderly con-
duct, and domestic abuse.
A deputy with the Barron 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, reports on January 
30, 2025, at approximately 
9:00 am, he responded to a 
cafe in Cumberland after 
he was requested to follow 
up with the investigation 
of a domestic incident that 
was reported by L.F.L., on 
January 26, 2025. Prior to 
his arrival at the cafe, the 
deputy reports he spoke 
with L.F.L. by phone.
L.F.L. stated that she and 

Esparza have been together 
for approximately three 
years, and have lived to-
gether for two years. L.F.L. 
stated she was out with her 
brother for approximately 
three to four hours on Sun-
day afternoon, January 26, 
2025. L.F.L. stated that, 
when she returned home 
at the residence where she 
and  Esparza reside togeth-
er, Esparza shined a large 
spotlight at her vehicle 
when she pulled into the 
driveway.
L.F.L. stated Esparza 

forcibly opened the driv-
er’s side door and began 
screaming and yelling at 
her, asking where she was 
during the day. L.F.L. stated 
Esparza forcibly removed 
her car keys from the igni-
tion of her vehicle, forced 
her back into the vehicle, 
and, after she was seated 
back in the vehicle, refused 
to let her leave. L.F.L. 
stated she felt pain on her 
left arm and left hand, and 
had bruises and possibly a 
chipped fingernail from the 
altercation with Esparza 
when she returned home.
L.F.L. stated she was 

able to get Esparza to calm 
down and they went back 
into the residence for the 
night. L.F.L. informed the 
deputy that Esparza was 

currently at the cafe, where 
he works.
Upon arrival at the cafe, 

the deputy reports he made 
contact with Esparza 
outside in the alleyway. 
Esparza admitted that 
he did forcefully keep 
L.F.L. from exiting her 
vehicle on January 26, 
2025, because he did not 
want her to leave any-
where. Esparza admitted 
he was angry when he 
was at her vehicle.
The deputy reports he 

informed Esparza that 
he was under arrest for 
domestic disorderly con-
duct. the deputy hand-
cuffed Esparza. As he was 
about to search Esparza in-
cident to arrest, the deputy 
reports Esparza stated he 
had “coke” in his pocket. 
The deputy reached into 
Esparza’s front pocket and 
removed a plastic bag con-
taining a fine white powder, 
along with a kleenex and a 
rolled up one dollar bill.
The deputy reports he lat-

er weighed and field tested 
the white powder. The 
white powder substance 
weighed approximately 
15.3 grams and field tested 
positive for the presence of 
cocaine. 
The deputy reports that, in 

Esparza’s front left pocket, 
he removed a large stack 
of U.S. currency wrapped 
with a rubber band. The 
deputy later counted the 
currency which totaled 
$2,854.00.
Another deputy, with the 

same department, reports 
he was also present on 
scene and transported Es-
parza to the Barron County 
Jail. The deputy reports that 
located in Esparza’s prop-
erty during the jail’s inven-
tory search, was a folded 
dollar bill in the sole of one 
of Esparza’s shoes. Inside 
the dollar bill was a white 
powder-like substance sus-
pected to be cocaine.
A detective, with the 

Barron County Sheriff’s 
Department, reports on 
January 31, 2025, at ap-
proximately 8:52 am, he 
interviewed Esparza at the 
jail. The detective reports 
he read Esparza a State-
ment of Rights (Miranda). 
Esparza advised the dep-
uty that he understood his 
rights and agreed to speak 
with the deputy.
Esparza stated that he 

knows what he was doing 
is wrong, but no one will 
stop him from using drugs. 
Esparza stated he buys co-
caine approximately one 
ounce at a time for $1,500 
and that he sells some of it 
to a delivery driver. Espar-
za stated he sold approxi-
mately three to five “eight 
balls” to a male at the cafe.
Esparza stated he sold the 

cocaine to the male for ap-
proximately $600. Esparza 
stated he recently gave the 
male some cocaine that the 
male has not yet paid him 
for. Esparza stated that the 

male always pays him in 
cash with the exception of 
his most recent transaction.
The deputy reports Espar-

za used cocaine approxi-
mately two days earlier, 
and that he used it from the 
bag that was found on him.
The detective reports that, 

based on his training and 
experience, he is aware that 
15.3 grams of cocaine is 
significantly more that for 
personal use. The detec-
tive reports that cocaine is 
often sold by the gram or 
as an “eight ball” which is 
a street term for 3.5 grams. 
The detective reports Es-
parza’s admission that the 
small amount of cocaine 
located in the dollar bill 

was for personal use is 
consistent with Esparza’s 
admission that he was en-
gaged in distributing the 
larger amount of cocaine in 
his pocket to the delivery 
driver. 
If convicted for posses-

sion with intent to deliver 
cocaine, Esparza may 
be fined not more than 
$100,000 or imprisoned 
not more than 25 years or 
both. For disorderly con-
duct and domestic abuse, 
he may be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned 
for not more than 90 days 
or both. 
His adjourned initial ap-

pearance is scheduled for 
February 12, 2025.

Practice safe merging techniques 
to prevent crashes; February Law 
of the Month: Safe Merging

Merging is a common 
technique on our roads that 
requires all drivers to stay 
calm and pay attention to 
avoid crashes.
The Wisconsin State Pa-

trol’s February Law of the 
Month highlights the basics 
of safe merging for new and 
experienced drivers.
Merging includes chang-

ing lanes, joining traffic 
on another road, or enter-
ing a roadway from the 
curb or shoulder. State 
law requires drivers to 
stay in their lane and wait 
to merge until they are 
certain they have enough 
space to do so safely.
“Proper merging helps 

maintain a safe and 
smooth flow of traffic,” 
State Patrol Superin-
tendent Tim Carnahan 
said. “Drivers encounter 
many different situations 
on the road that require 
merging. Crashes can be 
avoided when motorists 
are cautious of others on 
the road, allow plenty of 
distance between vehicles 
and avoid driving in blind 
spots of other vehicles.”
Changing lanes
Practice safe lane chang-

es to protect yourself and 
others from a crash. Be-
fore moving into another 
lane:
· Be sure the road is 

clear and there is a large 
enough gap between vehi-
cles to allow you to safely 
change lanes.
· Use turn signals to give 

other drivers time to re-
act to your planned move. 
State law requires drivers 
to use turn signals before 
changing lanes, turning or 
merging into traffic.
·  Scan quickly for traf-

fic to the side and behind 
your vehicle. Use your 
rear view and side mirrors 
and look over your shoul-
der to check your blind 
spots. Do not take your 
eyes off the road for more 
than an instant because 
traffic ahead of you may 
stop suddenly.
·   Look carefully for 

other road users like mo-
torcyclists, bicyclists and 
pedestrians who are hard-
er to see.
Entering a highway
When merging onto an-

other road, like an inter-
state or highway, drivers 
should yield to traffic al-
ready moving on the road-
way.
When using an entrance 

ramp, aim to enter the 
highway at the same 
speed that traffic is mov-
ing. High-speed roadways 
generally have an acceler-
ation lane to give drivers 
time to build up speed be-
fore merging into traffic.

If you are waiting for 
space to enter a roadway, 
slow down on the ramp 
so you have some room to 
speed up before merging.
Zipper merge for lane 

closures
When traffic patterns 

change and lanes are 
closed for construction or 
emergencies, drivers are 
asked to use the zipper 
merge technique to reduce 
traffic congestion.
When you see a sign in-

dicating a lane closure 
ahead, continue to drive in 
your lane up until the final 
merge point. When you 
reach this point, take al-
ternating turns with other 
drivers to merge into the 
single lane of traffic. It is 
important to note, a zip-
per merge is not necessary 
when traffic is moving at 
highway speeds and there 
are no backups. Drivers 
can move over sooner if it 
is safe to do so.
The zipper merge is a 

safer way to reduce lanes. 
When a vehicle slows 
down to merge early in 
heavy traffic, it can slow 
traffic down too quickly, 
leading to unexpected 
crashes. The zipper merge 
allows everyone to move 
at the same rate, minimiz-
ing delays for all.
Merging into a round-

about
Roundabouts are a safe 

and efficient way to re-
duce traffic congestion, 
keep vehicles moving one 
way and eliminate conflict 
points at an intersection. 
There are approximately 
600 roundabouts across 
Wisconsin.
When merging into a 

roundabout, slow down 
and yield to all lanes of 
traffic on your left and 
traffic already in the 
roundabout. Stay in your 
lane as you travel through 
the roundabout. Use your 
right turn signal as you 
carefully approach your 
exit.
Give large vehicles extra 

space
Commercial trucks 

can weigh up to 80,000 
pounds, so they require a 
greater distance to stop. 
Whenever you merge near 
a large truck, commercial 
motor vehicle or bus, al-
low plenty of distance so 
you don’t cut them off.
Review the Wisconsin 

Motorists Handbook for 
more safe driving recom-
mendations and driving 
requirements.
View the February Law 

of the Month video and 
news release online: 
https://wisconsindot.gov/
Pages/about-wisdot/news-
room/law/lom.aspx
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Sports Rare Air!

Congratulations Gavin Gores on becoming just the 60th player in State history to 
reach the 2000 point club. Gores scored 41 points and grabbed 19 rebounds in 
leading the Beavers to a big win over Barron last week on the Beavers home floor. 

157 Pound Conference Champ!

Logan Peterson claimed the 157 pound HON Conference Championship with 3 
wins at last weekend’s HON meet held at Northwestern. Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

126 Pound Conference Champ!

Braden Johnson pinned three straight opponents to run away with the 126 pound 
title at the HON meet last weekend at Northwestern. Johnson raised his outstan-
ding record to 38-1. Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

Boys Basketball Wins Twice; In 
Thick of Conference Race
The Cumberland Beavers 

Basketball Team rolled to 
two victories last week to 
raise their overall record 
to 13 and 4 on the year, 
9 and 3 in the HON. The 
wins leave the Beavers two 
games behind the first-place 
Cameron Comets, with two 
games against the Comets 
yet to play. The first of these 
match-ups comes this Fri-
day night in Cameron, be-
ginning at 7:00 pm.
Cumberland played ex-

cellent basketball in beat-
ing Barron 70 to 51 and 
Northwestern, 71-61. The 
two victories came against 
teams who defeated the 
Beavers earlier this year, 
showing how the team has 
improved throughout the 
season. 
“We needed to win both 

games to stay in the race for 
the Conference Champion-
ship. Our players played 
well defensively in the first 
half of each game, which 
was the key to getting the 
wins,” said Coach Brian 
Dutton.

Cumberland’s Gavin 
Gores was outstanding once 
again in the victory over 
Barron on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 4. Gores not only poured 
in 41 points and grabbed 19 
rebounds in the contest, but 
scored the 2,000 point of 
his career. Only 60 players 
have scored 2000 points in 
State history.
Gores did his damage 

down low, where he has 
dominated in the Beavers 
current six game winning 
streak. He went 17 for 25 
from the floor, while hitting 
all seven of his free throw 
attempts.
Chayden Berghammer 

added 12 points and Troy 
Majewski six. Majewski 
added a team-high five as-
sists.
On Friday, the Beavers 

defeated the Northwestern 
Tigers in another strong 
performance. The Tigers 
closed within four points at 
one point in the second half, 
but Cumberland retained 
their poise and finished out 
a big victory.

Coach Dutton received 
double figures from three 
players, led by Gores 29 
points which included sev-
eral dunks. Troy Majewski 
added 11 and Jack Richter 
10, while Chayden Berg-
hammer scored nine. Uriah 
Johnson, meanwhile, con-
tributed eight points and 
eight boards while hitting 
two of three from beyond 
the arc.
Defensively, Cumberland 

held Northwestern to a 36 
percent shooting percentage 
including four for 21 from 
free point line.
The Beavers played the 

4 and 14 Hayward Hurri-
canes on Tuesday, before 
heading to Cameron on Fri-
day, which should include 
a large Cumberland con-
tingent. Next Tuesday, the 
Beavers head to St. Croix 
Falls to take on the 5 and 
13 St. Croix Falls Saints. 
The Beavers second game 
against Cameron will be in 
Elmer Beran Gymnasium 
on February 25.

Wrestlers Finish Second at Conference 
Tournament; Host Regional this Saturday
The Cumberland Beavers 

finished second to St. Croix 
Falls at the HON Confer-
ence Wrestling Tourna-
ment at Northwestern High 
School last Saturday. The 
Saints won the Tournament 
with five individual Cham-
pionships and 277.5 points, 
while the Beavers received 
first place finishes from 
Braden Johnson and Logan 
Peterson and scored 209.5 
team points.
Johnson’s outstanding sea-

son continued as he pinned 
three straight opponents to 
raise his record to 38-1 on 
the year. His only loss of the 
season came to an Illinois 
wrestler. The hard-working 
Sophomore pinned Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser’s Jack Olson 
in 3:20 of the 126-pound 

Championship match, drop-
ping Olson’s record to 29-6.
Logan Peterson is another 

Beaver’s wrestler having an 
excellent year. He raised his 
record to 29-8 with two pins 
and a tech fall. It took him 
only 58 seconds to take his 
157-pound title with a pin 
of Payton Kelly of St. Croix 
Falls.
Seconds came from Colin 

Hagen (16-9) at 106-pounds, 
Cooper Schramski (25-6) at 
132, and Jack Owens (32-6) 
at 165. Each wrestler won 
twice, before losing in the 
day’s final.
Adding thirds were Caleb 

Hile (27-7), Onesimus West 
(22-13), and Victor Avila-
Gonzalez (6-4).
The Beavers now ready 

for the beginning of WIAA 

Tournament competition. 
Cumberland will host a 
Regional on Saturday, with 
wrestling beginning at 
10:00 am. The winner of the 
Regional will enter Team 
Sectionals next Tuesday, 
February 18 in Clear Lake.
Cumberland is a heavy 

favorite to advance to Tues-
day’s Meet, where they 
would likely face Marathon 
in the first round. The Bea-
vers are ranked 7th in State 
Rankings, while Marathon 
is ranked 9th. The winner 
of the first round will likely 
face 5th ranked Stratford to 
go to Team State.
Individual qualifiers on 

Saturday will head to Lady-
smith the following Satur-
day for Individual Section-
als.

Icemen Drop a 
Pair of Games; 
Open WIAA 
Tournament 
on February 
18
The Northwest Icemen fin-

ished up their regular sea-
son on Saturday with a 7-1 
loss to Menomonie in Bar-
ron. Cumberland Freshman 
Gavin Lehmann scored the 
team’s lone goal, his eighth 
of the season to go along 
with six assist.
Earlier in the week, the 

Icemen dropped a 3-1 deci-
sion to WSFLG and a 7-1 
decision to Somerset. Cum-
berland Senior Brody Char-
traw played his last regular 
season game against the 
Mustangs and has two goals 
and an assist on the season.
The Icemen open up 

WIAA Tournament play 
against an opponent to be 
announced. The team is in 
the D2 Amery Sectional, 
while Hayward and Amery 
are the favorites to move on 
to State play.

Girls BB Standings

Boys BB Standings

Girls Hockey Standings

Boys Hockey Standings
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By Mark Walters

Good People Helping To Get Kids Outdoors
Hello friends,
  Before I start this week’s column I want to apolo-

gize in advance for I may not be covering this year’s 
sturgeon spearing, opening weekend. I have one of 
those nasty viruses and it is kicking my behind. If I 
can heal in the next 12 hours, I will be living on the 
ice.

This week’s column covers a ton of field work for 
me going through the month of January and early 
February and it is a dedication to good people all 
over the state of Wisconsin doing their best to help 
kids have outdoor experiences.

Thursday, January 9th
High 33, low 5
  I am at the American Legion post in Poynette 

and we are holding a “lets get this KAMO chapter 
stronger,” meeting. The Lake Wisconsin Chapter of 
KAMO “Kids And Mentors Outdoors” is in a rebuilding 
process and this meeting was a very positive start to 
get the job done. We used facebook to reach out to 
people and it really helped.

Saturday, January 11th
 High 27, low 21
The Meadow Valley Chapter of KAMO which is 

the New Lisbon area held a kids fishery on Lake 
Tomah and it was well attended. My job at these fish-
ery’s is to help kids to learn how to use tip ups for 
northern pike and I really enjoy it. In many situations 
that I have observed, tip ups are put out, but the kids 
do not learn as much unless they are actually taught. 
Though all the kids watch when a flag goes up and 
a youngster try’s to catch what is on the other end, 
I pick a young girl or boy that has not caught a fish 
on a tip up and talk them through the entire process, 
including running the auger in some cases.

 My good friends at Meadow Valley put up a can-
vas tent, set up a wood stove, and gave an ice fishing 
rod to each attendee and overall just did an excellent 
job of helping area kids to enjoy a day on the ice.

Saturday, January 18th

High 23, low 12
My very good friend Mike Brown is the Presi-

dent of the Coulee Chapter of KAMO as well as the 
Vice President of all of KAMO. Today I witnessed 
what Mike can accomplish when he pulled together 
a large number of adults to help a ton of Lacrosse 
area kids have a great day on the ice. A tent was set 
up, I ran the tip ups and gave classes and at least a 
dozen portable shacks became a small village where 
KAMO volunteers taught young ice anglers how to 
fish with a jig pole.

Just like Meadow Valley’s fishery, each young 
fisher person went home with a jig pole and a lot of 
positive memories.

Wednesday, January 22nd
High 23, low 16
I am the President and cofounder of NOAC 

which is Necedah Outdoor Adventure Club.  In our 
25 months of existence we have built a beach in 
Necedah with a picnic area. We have created an ice 
skating rink with lights and are currently working on a 
very cool disk golf course.

NOAC’s goals are to create outdoor areas where 
people can be active and have fun. We have a beach 
and skate party’s where we provide food and music 
and witnessing what I am seeing In Necedah is very 
cool. Tonight we had a skate party that was attended 
by 70 people. We had

a campfire with smores and hot cocoa and at the 
end we gave out a pair of skates in a kids only draw-
ing. I used to be a pretty good hockey player and 
NOAC has got me back into skating as I maintain 
the rink.

 Wednesday, January 29th
 High 27, low 12
 The Northood’s Chapter of KAMO is out of Flor-

ence and their President is Johnny Johnson and 
Johnny knows how to get the job done as well as 
everyone else in his chapter. I did not attend this 
event but today, Northwood’s hosted 22 home school 

children and their moms for a learn to ice fish event. 
Folks I saw a video of their experience and it would 
make anyone happy to watch it.

Wednesday, February 5th
High 25, low 3
Last night this virus was kicking my behind but we 

had a skate party planned and a local food truck “Pig 
Pen” gave out 80 pulled pork with mac and cheese 
meals to skaters and their families. I thoroughly en-
joyed myself as did at least 90 other people and even 
did some skating.

  When I got home I didn’t know if I should call the 
coroner or an ambulance but as always, the sun still 
comes up in the morning.

  Check out KAMO at www.kamokids.org
  Hail to the people that help our youth!
Sunset 

Helping kids to catch their first northern pike on a tip 
up happens a lot at KAMO fishery’s.

Melody Taylor goes up strong vs Barron. Photo by Maria Lynch.

Caleb Hile celebrates a victory at the HON Conference Meet held at Northwe-
stern. Photo by Kaely Wenzel

Girl’s Set to Finish Regular Season
The Cumberland Girl’s 

Basketball Team dropped 
three games last week as 
they saw their record drop 
to 3 and 16 on the year. 
The team continues to im-
prove and be competitive in 
most contests, but have had 
struggled to get wins. Cum-
berland continued their sea-
son at Luck on Monday and 
home against St. Croix Falls 
on Tuesday, before hosting 
Ladysmith this Thursday at 
7:00 pm.
The losses were 58-39 to 

Barron, 55-39 to Hayward, 
and 51-42 to Glenwood 

City.
Senior Kyleigh McLemore 

had a nice effort in the Bar-
ron loss, with 14 points and 
three rebounds. Her game 
included two of five from 
beyond the arc. Raegan 
Beecroft also played a solid 
game with nine points and 
eight boards. The Cumber-
land Sophomore is averag-
ing 8.2 rebounds per game.
In the other two losses, 

Cumberland outscored their 
opponent in the second half 
in both cases, but slow starts 
left them unable to catch up. 
Senior Macy Beecroft and 

her sister Raegan continue 
to be the team’s leading 
scorers, with both play-
ers averaging just under 10 
points per game.
Following this week, the 

team has only two games 
left on the regular sched-
ule, a game at Cameron on 
Tuesday, February 18 and a 
home game against Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser on Thursday, 
February 20. C/W, 5 and 13 
on the year, defeated the 
Beavers by six points in 
Chetek back in January.

Macy Beecroft looks to drive to the basket vs Barron. Photo by Maria Lynch.

Sports Calendar
Thurday, Feb 13

Girls BB home vs Ladysmith 5:45
Boys BB home vs Hayward 7:00
Girls Hockey @ Superior 7:00

Friday, Feb 14
Boys BB @ Cameron 7:00

Saturday, Feb 15
Boys Hockey Conference @ Altoona TBD

Wrestling Regional home 10:00
Boys BB @ River Falls 2:00

Tuesday, Feb 18
Girls BB @ Cameron 7:00

Boys BB @ St. Croix Falls 7:00
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Calvin Cunningham plays tight defense in the boys win over Barron. Photo by 
Maria Lynch. 

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave • Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Thank you for supporting these 
local professionals
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    ADVOCATE

THANK  
YOU 
FOR

READING
THE

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Pat’s Heating 
& Cooling
Furnace, AC,

boiler replacement 
and repair. 

OVER 20 Years 
Experience 

715-641-2476

Police

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCKFire

Paint and Stain * Wallpaper Removal * 
Power Washing * Interior & Exterior

715-651-8667
715-308-3219

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Police  
Fire  •  EMT

Edge of Color LLC

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233
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Thanks for reading
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p o w e r  &  l i g h t

Happy Valentine’s Day!!  
It’s so nice that we finally 

got some snow for the kids 
to play in, even though it’s 
almost time for it to start 
melting.  This has been 
such an unusual year – not 
much snowmobiling or 
sledding around here up to 
this point.  I certainly hope 
this snowfall stays round a 
little while so the kids can 
do some sliding down hills 
and stuff.

Did you waste three 
hours watching the Super 
Bowl Game?  You can 
probably tell that we did.  I 
have never seen such a ter-
rible Super Bowl Game be-
fore in my entire life – and 
I can tell you that includes 
many years of Super Bowl 
Games.  The game was so 
one-sided that it looked 
like the Eagles were play-
ing the Little Sisters of 
the Poor.  And, both Du-
ane and I were hoping 
that the Chiefs would win 
again this year and be the 
first team to win three in a 
row. What in the heck hap-
pened there?  Not even the 
commercials were worth 
watching.  Maybe I’m just 
getting old and grumpy – I 
mean older and grumpier.  
Hopefully next year the 
Packers or the Vikings will 
be in the game and we will 
have something exciting to 
watch.

I received a very nice 
letter from Dorothy Hagen 
this past week.  Dorothy is 
a native of Cumberland, 
and it sounds as though 
we have quite a bit in 
common – Both born in 
the old Cumberland Hos-
pital, Scandinavian back-
grounds, and even similar 
political views.  Dorothy 
is living in Tennessee now, 
and I hope that, when we 
go to Florida to see our 

granddaughter, brother 
and friend, maybe we can 
stop and have a cup of 
coffee with her.  Anyway, 
thank you for the letter, 
Dorothy.  It’s so nice to 
hear from former Cumber-
land residents.  And, if you 
happen to come back here 
to visit, be sure to let me 
know.  I always have cof-
fee, tea, cookies or pie in 
the house.

I have, in my posses-
sion, a book written many 
years go by a little girl 
named Brooklyn.  The title 
of the book is, “The Time I 
broke My Wrist.  Brooklyn 
was eight years old when 
she wrote this book, and 
she dedicated it to her mom.  
I had contacted Brooklyn 
at one time, and she said 
that she would come and 
pick the book up – But I 
haven’t seen her yet.  So, if 
you know Brooklyn, please 
remind her that the book is 
here.  If she doesn’t want it, 
I am sure her mom or dad 
would love to have it.

Wrigley Marsh is on the 
Rice Lake Middle School 
ski team, and his last meet 
was this past Saturday in 
Brule.  I couldn’t go – I was 
afraid to drive that far with 
so much snow on the roads, 
but his dad, Jim, sent me a 
video of his down-hill run.  
I was so impressed.  Wrig-
ley must have inherited his 
skiing skills from his mom’s 
side of the family.  I used to 
like to cross-country ski, 
but I was never good at it.  

I remember one time I de-
cided, on a beautiful winter 
day, to go over to Timber-
land Hills and go through 
the ski trails.  Well, it was 
a work and school day, so I 
had the entire place to my-
self – pretty lucky, huh?  
That’s right – until I hit a 
patch of ice and, very un-

gracefully, went down.  I 
looked around, made sure 
no one else had seen how 
clumsy I was, and was very 
glad to see that I was alone 
and no one else witnessed 
the clumsiness.  However, 
the ski was twisted around 
in an unusual position, there 
was pressure on the little 
bar that holds the ski to the 
shoe, I couldn’t move to 
get it right and I could not 
get the dang ski off.  Okay, 
now I am kind of hoping 
that another human comes 
along and helps me up be-
fore I freeze to death.  That 
did not happen.  I contin-
ued struggling, finally got 
my leg out from under me, 
was able to release both skis 
and walked back to the car.  
From that point on I made 
sure I was not all alone in 
the middle of the woods 
when I went skiing.  (I’m 
glad my grandson does not 
take after me.)

Alyse and Tru Lehmann, 
Nate Arnes, Pat Olson, Du-
ane and I had a wonderful 
breakfast at Hilltop Retreat 
on Sunday morning.  We 
had such a nice time visit-
ing and enjoying the deli-
cious food.  I told Tru to be 
sure to remind me of her 
barrel racing competition 
on Saturday so that I can get 
there on time.  She will be 
competing for a buckle, you 
know, so it should be pretty 
exciting.  

After breakfast Duane 
and I stopped by Pat’s house 
and sat, relaxed and visited 
some more.  It’s nice, some-
times, to be old and not have 
to rush helter-skelter to get 
things done.  (One of the 
very few things nice about 
being old, I might add.)

I guess I had better run.  
Stay warm and be careful 
on the ice.  See you next 
week.

SENIOR DINING
Thursday, Feb. 13
Spaghetti with meat 

sauce, tossed side 
salad, garlic bread stick, 

brownie.
Friday, Feb. 14

Boneless pork chop, 
mashed potatoes with 
gravy, warm cinnamon 
apples, assorted bread, 

Sweetheart cherry cake.
Monday, Feb. 17

Beef and mushroom 
stroganoff over egg noo-
dles, stewed tomatoes, 
assorted bread, pears.

Tuesday, Feb. 18
 Taco baked potato with 

ground turkey, beans, 
diced tomatoes, cheese, 
and sour cream , dinner 

roll, fresh orange.
Wednesday, Feb. 19
Cabbage rolls (beef, rice, 
tomato sauce), pickled 
beets, assorted bread, 
Cook’s choice cookie.

S E N I O R  D I N I N G
Thursday, February 13

Spaghetti with meat sauce, tossed side salad, 
garlic bread stick, brownie.

Friday, February 14
Boneless pork chop, mashed potatoes with gravy, 

warm cinnamon apples, assorted bread, 
Sweetheart cherry cake.
Monday, February 17

Beef and mushroom stroganoff over egg noodles, 
stewed tomatoes, assorted bread, pears.

Tuesday, February 18
 Taco baked potato with ground turkey, beans, diced toma-

toes, cheese, and sour cream , dinner roll, fresh orange.
Wednesday, February 19

Cabbage rolls (beef, rice, tomato sauce), pickled beets,
 assorted bread, Cook’s choice cookie.

Lunch is served at 11:45 am and includes milk and/or coffee. Suggested contribution is 
$8.00 per meal for anyone 60 years or older and $15.00 full cost for those under 60. 

Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center 
at 715-822-8794. MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

(No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the month 
served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St. 

Lunch is served at 11:45 am 
and includes milk and/or coffee.  

Suggested contribution is $8.00 per meal for 
anyone 60 years or older 

& $15.00 full cost for those under 60. 
Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of

 time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center
 at 715-822-8794.

 (No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar 
days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the
 month served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) 

The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
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These 8 Cumberland students participated in the Divisional Swim Meet in Medford 
last weekend.  They all made significant cuts in time and are finishing their Ot-
ters Swim season with a Conference (Tomahawk) and/or Regional (Ashwaubenon) 
Swim Meet in the next couple of weekends.  From left to right: Aiden Donica, Chloe 
Donica, Makenzie Donica, Lucy Ruppel, Magdalena Maslak,  Ruxin Ordway, Adelyn 
Ordway, and Alex Ruppel.  

Divisional Swim Meet Participants!
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NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

CUMBERLAND BUS 
SERVICE

John & Sandy Peichel
Locally owned and operated

715-822-2348
1750 Industrial Blvd., Cumberland

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

“Your Cumberland Caribbean”
Phone 715-822-2924

Hwy. 63 North
Cumberland

5 O’CLOCK
CLUB

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK
715-822-8337

1530 Elm St.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459
Odden’s Flowers

Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM
Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM

Phone: 715-822-4835
Cumberland, Wisconsin

Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials
Shrubbery & Bedding Plants

Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister: Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: 402 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8  am,  
10:30 am: Sunday School 9:15 
am Communion 1st and 3rd 
weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1788 Elm Street
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Online services and 
calendar of events available at 
www.northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Isaac Nicholson 
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:00 
a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday’s 6:00 pm-Vesper 
Service
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: Scott Manly
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study:7:15 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Josiah Hodgett, Lead Pastor
Worship Service: Sundays at 10 
am; Kids for Christ: Sundays at 
10:30 am, Uturn Student Mins-
tries: Sundays at 6 pm.
SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Assistant Pastor Gerald Hibbard
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion: 8:45 am Sunday 
School: 10:00 am

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays 
11:00 am; Holy communion first 
and third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

David J. Husby
David Jon Husby, 80, of 

Cumberland died January 29, 
2025, at Lakeview Medical 
Center in Rice Lake. He was 
born March 10, 1944, in Bar-
ron, WI to Norman and Alice 
(Burns) Husby. He was mar-
ried in Basel, Switzerland on 
September 27, 1977, to Kath-
erine Hill.

David was a proud mem-
ber of the U.S. Air Force and 
served for 26 years. During 
his time he was a Vietnamese 
Linguist, Logistics Officer, 
and ROTC Recruiter. He 
would go on to earn a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Logistics. He 
was active with the 6924th 
Security Squadron and Prop-

wash Gang. 
After retiring, David and 

Katherine owned and oper-
ated the Edgewater Resort 
in Birchwood. He was a life-
time member of the VFW 
and the American Legion; 
a member of the Knights of 
Columbus. David also vol-
unteered at the Cumberland 
Hospital. He was also Presi-
dent of  the Cumberland Area 
Senior Center.

He is survived by his wife, 
Katherine Husby of Cumber-
land; son, Jon (Joanna) Hus-
by; daughter: Kristina (Scot) 
Waggoner; grandchildren: 
Noelle, Isabelle, Wesley, 
and Chase; brother, Char-
lie (Kay Rita) Husby, James 
(Kris) Husby; half-brother; 
Martin (Vicki) Fankhauser; 
step-brothers: Richard (Kim) 
Fankhauser, Tom Fankhaus-
er, and William (Annette) 
Fankhauser; step-sister, 
Shirley Behne; sister-in-law, 
Ruth Fankhauser; nieces, 
nephews, and many other 
family and friends. David 
was preceded in death by his 
parents, Norman and Alice; 
and step-brother, Norman Jr. 

Fankhauser.
Funeral services were held 

at 11 AM Saturday, Febru-
ary 1, 2025, at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church with Father 
Kanna officiating. Burial will 
be in Northern Wisconsin 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery 
at a later date. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.

February is Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month
Rice Lake, WI— Every 

February, people across the 
United States come together 
to bring awareness to the is-
sue of teen dating violence 
during Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness Month (TDVAM). 
Embrace encourages its com-
munities to participate in this 
annual effort that emphasizes 
while teen dating violence 
is a reality, it is preventable 
through education, ongoing 
conversations, and commu-
nity engagement.
The national statistics are 

sobering and mirror the harm 
teens experience in Embrace’s 
rural service area of Wash-
burn, Barron, Rusk, and Price 
counties: 1 in 3 teenagers ex-
perience physical, sexual, or 
emotional abuse before adult-
hood. However, only 33% of 
those impacted ever tell some-
one or report the abuse.
“Many teens fear judgment, 

repercussions, or uncertainty 
about their relationship. Ad-
ditionally, abusive behaviors 
are often hidden, making it 
challenging for adults to rec-
ognize the signs. This is why 
empowering teens to identify 
red flags and understand un-

healthy relationship dynamics 
is so critical,” reported Allie 
Musolf, Embrace’s Domestic 
Violence Program Coordina-
tor located in Barron County.
“Unfortunately, some groups 

face higher risks of dating 
violence. LGBTQ+ youth are 
disproportionately affected in 
our rural communities” ex-
plained Liza Lane, Embrace’s 
Domestic Violence Program 
Coordinator based in Wash-
burn County. According to 
the Urban Institute Justice 
Policy Center, 43% report ex-
periences of physical dating 
violence, compared to 29% of 
heterosexual youth. Half of all 
transgender and nonbinary in-
dividuals report experiencing 
abusive relationships.
“This heightened risk is of-

ten compounded by societal 
stigma and negative feedback 
from peers, educators, and 
even family members, leav-
ing LGBTQ+ youth unsafe. A 
positive and inclusive school 
climate can play a vital role in 
reducing bullying and victim-
ization and promoting safety 
and respect for all,” said Lane.
This year’s TDVAM theme, 

“Respect That,” encourages 

open dialogue about healthy 
and unhealthy relationships. 
Parents, teachers, coaches, 
and community members all 
have the potential to serve as 
safe and trusted adults who 
can initiate these discussions.
Key elements of these edu-

cational conversations include 
identifying the cornerstones 
of a healthy relationship—
trust, respect, and consent.
“Consent is more than just 

asking for permission; it 
should be freely given, revers-
ible, informed, enthusiastic, 
and specific,” explained Lane. 
“Consent also applies to ev-
eryday interactions, such as 
hugging, holding hands, or 
any form of physical touch. 
Equipping teens with the tools 
to recognize red flags, practice 
effective communication, and 
foster healthy relationships 
creates a safer and more posi-
tive future for everyone.”
Remember you are not 

alone, and it’s not your fault. 
Embrace provides free, confi-
dential advocacy and support. 
Call 800.924.0556 for assis-
tance. For additional resourc-
es, visit loveisrespect.org.

“Blessed Are You”
by Pastor Todd Ahneman
Barronett Lutheran Church 

 

This coming Sunday, many churches will turn 
to the Gospel of Luke, and hear the words of 
Jesus healing all who came to him, and of his 
teaching a great crowd of people as they gathered 
around him. He began: ‘Blessed are you……’

 We may want to fill in the blanks with the list 
given to us by St. Matthew: Blessed are the poor 
in spirit, they that mourn, those who are meek, 
merciful and pure in heart, and the peacemak-
ers, and those who are persecuted…. Theirs is 
the Kingdom of God, there they will find relief 
and joy.

 The gospel of Luke gives us a shorter list: 
Blessed are the poor, Blessed are you who are 
hungry, Blessed are you who weep now, and 
Blessed are you who when people hate you, re-
vile you and defame you on account of the Son 
of Man… Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, 
for surely your reward is great in heaven.

 I have no doubt that many of the people hear-
ing the gospel of Luke were poor, many who went 
hungry, many who mourned the losses of loved 
ones, many who were hated. These knew they 
needed a savior, someone who could lift them up 
and give them hope. Luke’s message was to put 
their trust in Jesus and in his promises.

 We now have a glimpse of life in the Kingdom 
of God, but still have our lives on this side, in 
a world that will never be perfect in our life-
time. We still know the reality of poverty, and 
hunger. We well know heartache and pain, and 
know tears will come as we grieve for family 
and friends. But in Christ there is something 
beyond that, a hope for the future that changes 
everything. Through Christ, our losses are not 
permanent. We shall find relief; we shall see 
our loved ones again.

 We shall see the love of God for us. Through 
him we shall find that joy which only comes 
from God, that joy which shines through tears, 
and which nothing in life or death can take 
away. “No one,” said Jesus, “will take your joy 
from you” (John 16:22). AMEN

 

Death Notice
Gary A. Benson

Gary A. Benson, age 65, 
of Clayton passed away on 
2/10/25. Full notice to fol-
low. Skinner Funeral Home 
of Cumberland is serving the 
family. 
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MIDWEST INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 
S P R AY  F OA M 
I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI •missprayfoam@gmail.com
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Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

PersonalsPERSONALS

 Cumberland Advocate 

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

       Cumberland Advocate 

  CLASSIFIED ADS

 In keeping with our policy, letters 
regarding the upcoming election will 

not be accepted two weeks prior to 
the election.

$7 Minimum Charge 
for 15 words

Thereafter 25¢ Per Word
DEADLINE 

2:00 Friday 
Phone: 715-822-4469

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

FOR SALE: Something good to eat. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 1/4’s, 1/2’s, 
whole or hamburger! Finished to per-
fection. 715-205-0357.   A12-TFN

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, violations, 
accidents, loss of license. 234-3427 
or 800-657-4782. Instant SR-22 fil-
ings.	 tfnc

tylerbuckjr2023@gmail.com

RECOVERY FOAM LLC

TYLER BUCK 
(763) 200-0757   

complete spray foam service

FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed & Insured

HELP WANTED
Located at the Cumberland Airport

MADISON CONSTRUCTION IS EXPANDING! 
We are in need of two more

HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATORS/
TRUCK DRIVERS

Experience is preferred but we can train the 
right individual.

Located in Barronett WI- Call Steve at: 
715-468-4202

Please feel free to tell your family and friends about this opportunity.

HELP WANTED

CHAIN SAW SHARPENING & 
REPAIR: Barronett Tire Depot, 
2972 Hwy. 63, Barronett, WI, 
715-822-8477. Tires, brakes & 
more!                               50-TFN

Miscellaneous
Prepare for power out-

ages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with quali-
fying purchase. Call 1-888-
355-6955 today to schedule 
a free quote. It’s not just 
a generator. It’s a power 
move.
Miscellaneous
Donate your car, truck, 

boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Sched-
ule a FAST, FREE vehicle 
pickup and receive a top tax 
deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-888-425-
2108 today!
Miscellaneous
Consumer Cellular - the 

same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees and 
activation is free. All plans 
feature unlimited talk and 
text, starting at just $20/
month. For more informa-
tion, call 1-833-518-2155
Sporting Goods
GUN SHOW: February 

14-16, 2025, Sunnyview 
Expo, 500 E. Cty Rd Y, Os-
hkosh, WI. Fri 3-8pm, Sat 
9am-5pm, Sun 9am-3pm. 
Admission: $8 (14 & Un-
der FREE) Buy/Sell/Trade 
608-752-6677 www.boban-
drocco.com.

Notice of Spring Primary and Sample Ballot
February 18, 2025

Office of the Barron County Clerk
To the Voters of Barron County:

Notice is hereby given of a spring primary election to be held in Barron County on Febru-
ary 18, 2025 at which the officers named below shall be chosen. The names of the candi-
dates for each office, whose nominations have been certified to or filed in this office, are 
given under the title of the office, each in its proper column, in the sample ballot below.

Information to Voters
Upon entering the polling place and before being permitted to vote, a voter shall:
 • state their name and address
 • show an acceptable form of photo identification*
 • sign the poll book**

*If a voter does not have acceptable photo identification, the voter may obtain a free 
photo ID for voting from the Division of Motor Vehicles.  

**If the voter is unable to sign the poll book due to disability, a poll worker may write 
the word “exempt.”

If a voter is not registered to vote, they may register to vote at the polling place serving 
their residence if the voter provides proof of residence.  

Where ballots are distributed to voters, the initials of two inspectors must appear on the 
ballot. 

Upon being permitted to vote, the voter shall enter a voting booth or go to a machine and 
cast their ballot. The vote should not be cast in any manner other than specified here. 
Sample ballots or other materials to assist the voter in marking their ballot may be taken 
into the booth and copied. The sample ballot shall not be shown to anyone so as to reveal 
how the ballot is marked.

A voter who is a parent or guardian may be accompanied by the voter's minor child or 
minor ward.  

An election official may inform the voter of the proper manner for casting a vote but the 
official may not advise or indicate a particular voting choice.

Assistance for Voting
A voter may select an individual to assist in casting their vote if the voter declares to the 
presiding official that they are unable to read, have difficulty reading, writing, or under-
standing English, or that due to disability are unable to cast their ballot. The selected indi-
vidual rendering assistance may not be the voter's employer or an agent of that employer 
or an officer or agent of a labor organization which represents the voter.

Where Optical Scan Voting is Used
The voter shall fill in the oval next to the name of the candidate of their choice for each of-
fice for which he or she intends to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear 
on the ballot, the voter shall write in the name of the person of their choice in the space 
provided for a write-in vote and fill in the oval next to the write-in line.  

When using an electronic ballot marking device to mark an optical scan ballot, the voter 
shall touch the screen to select the name of the candidate of their choice for each office 
for which they intend to vote. To vote for a person whose name does not appear on the 
ballot, the voter shall type in the name of the person of their choice in the space provided 
for a write-in vote. 

Spoiled Ballots
If a voter spoils an optical scan ballot, they shall return it to an election official who shall 
issue another ballot in its place, but not more than three ballots shall be issued to any one 
voter. If the ballot has not been initialed by two inspectors or is defective in any other way, 
the voter shall return it to the election official, who shall issue a proper ballot in its place.  

After Voting the Ballot
After an official optical scan ballot is marked, it may be inserted in the security sleeve, so 
the marks do not show. The voter shall insert the ballot in the voting device and discard 
the sleeve or deliver the ballot to an inspector for deposit. The voter shall leave the polling 
place promptly.

The following is a sample of the official ballot: 

SAMPLE

Official Primary Ballot
Nonpartisan Office
February 18, 2025

Notice to voters: if you are voting on Election Day, your ballot must be initialed by two
(2) election inspectors. If you are voting absentee, your ballot must be initialed by the
municipal clerk or deputy clerk. Your ballot may not be counted without initials (see end
of ballot for initials).

General Instructions

If you make a mistake on your ballot
or have a question, ask an election
inspector for help (absentee voters:
contact your municipal clerk).

To vote for a name on the ballot, fill in
the oval next to the name like this: 

To vote for a name that is not on the
ballot, write the name on the line
marked “write-in” and fill in the oval
next to the name like this:

Official Primary Ballot
Nonpartisan Office
February 18, 2025 

for
Barron County

Town of Almena - Wards 1-2
Town of Arland - Ward 1

Town of Barron - Wards 1-2
Town of Bear Lake - Ward 1

Town of Cedar Lake - Wards 1-2
Town of Chetek - Wards 1-3

Town of Clinton - Ward 1
Town of Crystal Lake - Ward 1
Town of Cumberland - Ward 1

Town of Dallas - Wards 1-2
Town of Dovre - Ward 1

Town of Doyle - Wards 1-2
Town of Lakeland - Wards 1-2

Town of Maple Grove - Wards 1-2
Town of Maple Plain - Ward 1

Town of Oak Grove - Wards 1-2
Town of Prairie Farm - Wards 1-2
Town of Prairie Lake - Wards 1-2
Town of Rice Lake - Wards 1-4
Town of Sioux Creek - Ward 1

Town of Stanfold - Ward 1
Town of Stanley - Wards 1-4

Town of Sumner - Ward 1
Town of Turtle Lake - Ward 1

Town of Vance Creek - Ward 1
Village of Almena - Ward 1

Village of Cameron - Wards 1-3
Village of Dallas - Ward 1

Village of Haugen - Ward 1
Village of Prairie Farm - Ward 1
Village of Turtle Lake - Ward 1

City of Barron - Wards 1-7
City of Chetek - Wards 1-4

City of Cumberland - Wards 1-5
City of Rice Lake - Wards 1-19

Ballot issued by

_________________________

_________________________
Initials of election inspectors

Absentee ballot issued by

_________________________
Initials of Municipal Clerk or Deputy Clerk

___________     ___________
If issued by SVDs, both must initial

Certification of Voter
Assistance
I certify that I marked or read aloud this
ballot at the request and direction of a
voter who is authorized under Wis. Stat.
§6.82 to receive assistance.

_________________________
Signature of assistor

For Official Use Only
Inspectors: Identify ballots required to
be remade:

Overvoted
Damaged
Other

☐
☐
☐

If this is the Original
Ballot, write the serial
number here:

If this is the Duplicate
Ballot, write the serial
number here:

________________ ________________

________________ ________________
Initials of inspectors who remade ballot

State Superintendent
of Public Instruction

State Superintendent
Vote For 1

Jeff Wright

Brittany Kinser

Jill Underly

write-in:

SAMPLE

Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on February 12, 2025.  WNAXLP

Wisconsin DMV debuts new ‘B’ series of 
license plates
The Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Transportation 
(WisDOT) Division of 
Motor Vehicles (DMV) 
will soon debut a new se-
ries of license plates that 
begin with the letter ‘B’. 
After nearly eight years 
and 4.7 million letter and 
number combinations 
on license plates issued 
by Wisconsin DMV, all 
combinations of plates 
that begin with the letter 
‘A’ have been exhausted.
“Wisconsin DMV is 

proud to provide Wiscon-
sin drivers the creden-
tials they need to safely 
get from point A to point 
B and now we’re moving 
from A to B,” DMV Ad-
ministrator Tommy Win-
kler said. “Drivers can 
‘B’ on the lookout for the 
new license plates when 
they begin rolling out 
statewide this month.”
 The first batch of ‘B’ 

plates will begin with 
BAA and will move 
through millions of let-
ter and number combina-
tions until all combina-
tions starting with ‘B’ are 

issued. Wisconsin DMV 
estimates that process 
will take approximately 
seven years through is-
suing new plates and 
automatically replacing 
very old plates still on 
the road.
 Wisconsin license 

plates currently have 
seven characters but 
that wasn’t always the 
case. Wisconsin plates 
had six characters un-
til April 2017, when the 
current format of seven-
character license plates 
beginning with the letter 
‘A’ began. The additional 
character yields about 
100 million combina-
tions; the previous six-
character license plates 
yielded about 20 million 
combinations. The letters 
‘I,’ ‘O,’ and ‘Q’ are not 
included in the combina-
tions because they resem-
ble numbers.
 
Each year, Wisconsin 

DMV issues more than 
600,000 new license 
plates. Approximate-
ly 3.5 million vehicles 

have standard Wisconsin 
plates.
 Vehicle owners look-

ing to replace their old-
er license plates can be 
among the first to order 
the new “B” series online 
at wisconsindmv.gov/
Vreplace.
 Wisconsin DMV license 

plates at a glance:
· Wisconsin plates had 

a set format of six char-
acters since 1986 and 
reversed from letters to 
numbers (WRZ-999 to 
123-ABC) in 2000.
·    Wisconsin was the first 

state to stagger license 
plate expiration months 
across all 12 months of 
the year. This system was 
implemented beginning in 
1946, with plates being 
issued to expire between 
June 1946 and May 1947 
when people went to re-
new their 1945 plates.
·  Those who sign up for 

DMV’s eNotify receive 
renewal notification by 
email or text which in-
cludes direct links for 
convenient online renew-
al.

PRAYER OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN (Never known to fail): 
Oh Most Beautiful Flower of Mt. 
Carmel, Fruitful Vine, Splendor 
of Heaven, Blessed Mother of 
the Son of God, Immaculate Vir-
gin, assist me in my necessity. 
Oh Holy Mary, Star of the Sea, 
help me and show me you are my 
Mother. Oh Holy Mary, Mother of 
God,  Queen of Heaven and Earth, 
I humbly beseech you from the 
bottom of my heart to succor me 
in my necessity (make request). 
There are non that can withstand 
your power. Oh Mary conceived 
without sin, pray for us who have 
recourse to thee (three times). 
Holy Mary, I place this prayer in 
your hands (three times). Say this 
prayer for three consecutive days 
and then you must publish and it 
will be granted to you.   BWF
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Emergency
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Emergency

911

SECTION 00 11 13 
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

Jail Sally Port and Professional Visitation Addition
1420 State Highway 25 N
Barron, Wisconsin  54812

Barron County will receive single prime sealed bids for Jail 
Sally Port and Professional Visitation Addition until 2:00 
PM CST local time February 25, 2025 on at the Barron 
County Justice Center, 1420 State Highway 25 N, Barron, 
Wisconsin54812 at which time and place all bids will be 
publicly opened and read aloud.

Bidding documents, including the Proposal Form, Draw-
ings and Specifications, will be on file at the Minnesota 
Builders Exchange; McGraw Hill Construction/Dodge Plan 
Center (Edina); Reed Construction; MN and Milwaukee, 
WI; Northwest Regional Builders Exchange (Altoona, 
WI); LaCrosse Builders Exchange; Milwaukee Builders 
Exchange; Wausau Builders Exchange; Fox Valley Build-
ers Exchange (Appleton, WI); Hurley Builders Exchange 
(Hurley, WI); Builders Exchange of Rochester (Rochester, 
MN); Northwest Regional Builders Exchange (Eau Claire, 
WI); iSqFt Plan Room (St. Paul, MN); online from PlanWell 
at https://order.e-arc.com/arcEOC/Secures/PWELL_Pri-
vateList.aspx?PrjType=pub.

This project includes:  A 2,700 square foot addition for a 
new vehicle sally port garage and additional professional 
visitation rooms for the existing jail. The new addition in-
cludes structural precast concrete walls, steel framing, and 
a concrete slab on grade. The project also includes reno-
vation of the existing 1,100 square foot sally port garage 
to be converted to storage, circulation, and professional 
visitation rooms. The project includes site modifications, 
mechanical systems, electrical systems, and security sys-
tems associated with the addition and renovation.  

American Reprographics Company, 4730 Park Glen Road, 
St. Louis Park, Minnesota 55416 (612) 722-2303, facsim-
ile (612) 722-3745, will provide complete downloadable 
sets of the Bidding Documents to prospective bidders and 
subcontractors. The downloads will be available January 
30, 2025. A deposit check in the amount of $25 made out 
to ARC for each set downloaded via the internet at www.e-
arc.com and clicking on the PlanWell icon, then the Public 
Plan Room icon, select Jail Sally Port and Professional 
Visitation Addition.

Make proposals on the bid forms supplied in the Project 
Manual.  No oral, telegraphic or telephonic proposals or 
modifications will be considered.   Submit with each bid, 
a certified check or acceptable bidder's bond payable to 
Barron County in an amount equal to five percent (5%) of 
the total bid.  The successful bidder will be required to fur-
nish satisfactory Labor and Material Payment Bond, and 
Performance Bond.

Bids may not be withdrawn within sixty (60) days after the 
scheduled time of opening bids, without the consent of the 
Owner.  The Owner reserves the right to accept any bid or 
to reject any or all bids, or parts of such bids, and waive 
informalities or irregularities in bidding.

The Owner requires Substantial Completion of the project 
on or before January 1, 2026.

Board of Supervisors
Barron County

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on February 5 & 12, 2025. WNAXLP

ORDINANCE #803 Amending 7.05 Bicycles
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

Section 7.05 Bicycles
The Common Council of the City of Cumberland do or-

dain as follows:
SECTION ONE: Section 7.05 of the Municipal code of 

the City of Cumberland is hereby amended to read as fol-
lows:

7.05 BICYCLES
1. RULES OF OPERATION.
 a) Signals: The operator of a bicycle emerging 

from an alley, driveway or building shall, upon approach-
ing a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extend across any al-
leyway, yield the righto-of-way to all pedestrians approach-
ing on such sidewalk or sidewalk area and upon entering 
the roadway, shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles ap-
proaching on such roadway.

 b) Sidewalk. No person shall ride a bicycle on the 
sidewalk on Second Avenue between Donatelle Street and 
Water Street.

 c) Signs. The Chief of Police may cause signs to 
be erected on any sidewalk or roadway prohibiting riding 
bicycles thereon by any person and when such signs are 
in place, no person shall disobey the same.

 d) Right-of-Way. Whenever any person is riding a 
bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right-
of-way to any pedestrian and give audible signal overtak-
ing and passing such pedestrian.

 e) Care Required. No person shall ride or pro-
pel a bicycle upon any public street, highway, boulevard, 
sidewalk or alley except in a careful and prudent manner. 
A person propelling a bicycle should not ride other than 
astride a permanent or regular seat attached thereto. No 
bicycle should be used to carry more persons at one time 
than the number for which it is designed and equipped. No 
person riding upon any bicycle shall attach the same or 
himself to any vehicle upon the roadway.

 f) Speed. No bicycle shall be ridden upon any 
public street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley at a 
speed faster than reasonable and proper under traffic con-
ditions at the time and every bicycle shall be operated with 
due regard for the safety of the operator and other people 
upon the streets, highways, boulevards, sidewalks and al-
leys of the city.

 g) E-Bikes. In addition to the requirements, re-
strictions and obligations contained herein, electric bicy-
cles shall be prohibited from riding on any sidewalk within 
the corporate limits of the City.

2. APPLICATION OF TRAFFIC LAWS. Every person 
riding a bicycle upon a roadway, public street, highway, 
boulevard, sidewalk or alley shall be granted al of the 
rights and be subject to all duties applicable to the driver of 
a vehicle by laws of this State declaring rules of the road 
applicable to vehicles or by this chapter applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle, except as to the provisions hereof and 
to those provisions of laws and ordinances which by their 
nature can have application.

3. TRAFFIC SIGNALS. Any person operating a bicycle 
shall obey the instructions of official traffic control signals, 
signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, un-
less otherwise directed by a police officer. Whenever au-
thorized signs are erected indicating that no right, left or 
“U” turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall 
disobey the direction of any such sign, except where such 
person dismounts from the bicycle to make any turn, in 
which event such person shall then obey the regulations 
applicable to pedestrians.

4. EQUIPMENT. No person shall operate a bicycle upon 
a highway, bicycle lane or way during hours of darkness 
unless such a bicycle is equipped with, or the operator is 
wearing a lamp emitting a white light visible from a dis-
tance of at least 500 feet to the front of such bicycle. Such 
bicycles shall also be equipped with a red reflector that 
has a diameter of at least 2 inches of surface area on the 
rear so mounted and maintained as to be visible from all 
distances from 50 feet to 500 feet to the rear when directly 
in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor 
vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance 
of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to, but not 
in lieu of the red reflector.

5. BRAKES. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a 
brake which will enable the operator to make the brake 
wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

6. HOURS; AGE LIMIT. No person under the age of 12 
shall operate a bicycle upon any public street, highway, 
boulevard, sidewalk or alley between 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 
a.m.

7. RIDING ABREAST. No person shall operate a bicycle 
upon any public street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or 
alley abreast of or to the left of another person operating a 
bicycle except while passing such bicycle.

8. TURNS. Every person riding a bicycle upon any pub-
lic street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley shall turn 

only at intersections as permitted, signal for all turns and 
stop at the right-hand side of the street or highway as near 
as may be to the street curb, pass to the left when pass-
ing vehicles or bicycles that are slower moving and on the 
right side when meeting. No person shall trick ride on any 
street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley or operate a 
bicycle without both hands on the handlebars.

9. PENALTY. Any person who shall violate any provision 
of this section shall be subject to a penalty as provided in 
§25.04 of this Municipal Code.

SECTION TWO: Effective Date. This ordinance shall 
take effect upon passage and publication as provided by 
law.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 4th day of 
February 2025.

________________________________
Daniel C. Shoemaker, Mayor
Date Adopted: ____________________
Date Published: ___________________
Effective Date: _____________________

ATTEST:
This ordinance was passed by the Common Council of the 
City of Cumberland, Barron County, Wisconsin, at a duly 
noticed and convened regular meeting held on February 
4, 2025.

__________________________________
Arlene Frisinger, Clerk

City of Cumberland
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on February 12, 2025. WNAXLP

ORDINANCE #803 Amending 7.05 Bicycles
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

Section 7.05 Bicycles
The Common Council of the City of Cumberland do or-

dain as follows:
SECTION ONE: Section 7.05 of the Municipal code of 

the City of Cumberland is hereby amended to read as fol-
lows:

7.05 BICYCLES
1. RULES OF OPERATION.
 a) Signals: The operator of a bicycle emerging 

from an alley, driveway or building shall, upon approach-
ing a sidewalk or the sidewalk area extend across any al-
leyway, yield the righto-of-way to all pedestrians approach-
ing on such sidewalk or sidewalk area and upon entering 
the roadway, shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles ap-
proaching on such roadway.

 b) Sidewalk. No person shall ride a bicycle on the 
sidewalk on Second Avenue between Donatelle Street and 
Water Street.

 c) Signs. The Chief of Police may cause signs to 
be erected on any sidewalk or roadway prohibiting riding 
bicycles thereon by any person and when such signs are 
in place, no person shall disobey the same.

 d) Right-of-Way. Whenever any person is riding a 
bicycle upon a sidewalk, such person shall yield the right-
of-way to any pedestrian and give audible signal overtak-
ing and passing such pedestrian.

 e) Care Required. No person shall ride or pro-
pel a bicycle upon any public street, highway, boulevard, 
sidewalk or alley except in a careful and prudent manner. 
A person propelling a bicycle should not ride other than 
astride a permanent or regular seat attached thereto. No 
bicycle should be used to carry more persons at one time 
than the number for which it is designed and equipped. No 
person riding upon any bicycle shall attach the same or 
himself to any vehicle upon the roadway.

 f) Speed. No bicycle shall be ridden upon any 
public street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley at a 
speed faster than reasonable and proper under traffic con-
ditions at the time and every bicycle shall be operated with 
due regard for the safety of the operator and other people 
upon the streets, highways, boulevards, sidewalks and al-
leys of the city.

 g) E-Bikes. In addition to the requirements, re-
strictions and obligations contained herein, electric bicy-
cles shall be prohibited from riding on any sidewalk within 
the corporate limits of the City.

2. APPLICATION OF TRAFFIC LAWS. Every person 
riding a bicycle upon a roadway, public street, highway, 
boulevard, sidewalk or alley shall be granted al of the 
rights and be subject to all duties applicable to the driver of 
a vehicle by laws of this State declaring rules of the road 
applicable to vehicles or by this chapter applicable to the 
driver of a vehicle, except as to the provisions hereof and 
to those provisions of laws and ordinances which by their 
nature can have application.

3. TRAFFIC SIGNALS. Any person operating a bicycle 
shall obey the instructions of official traffic control signals, 
signs and other control devices applicable to vehicles, un-
less otherwise directed by a police officer. Whenever au-
thorized signs are erected indicating that no right, left or 
“U” turn is permitted, no person operating a bicycle shall 
disobey the direction of any such sign, except where such 
person dismounts from the bicycle to make any turn, in 
which event such person shall then obey the regulations 
applicable to pedestrians.

4. EQUIPMENT. No person shall operate a bicycle upon 
a highway, bicycle lane or way during hours of darkness 
unless such a bicycle is equipped with, or the operator is 
wearing a lamp emitting a white light visible from a dis-
tance of at least 500 feet to the front of such bicycle. Such 
bicycles shall also be equipped with a red reflector that 
has a diameter of at least 2 inches of surface area on the 
rear so mounted and maintained as to be visible from all 
distances from 50 feet to 500 feet to the rear when directly 
in front of lawful upper beams of headlamps on a motor 
vehicle. A lamp emitting a red light visible from a distance 
of 500 feet to the rear may be used in addition to, but not 
in lieu of the red reflector.

5. BRAKES. Every bicycle shall be equipped with a 
brake which will enable the operator to make the brake 
wheel skid on dry, level, clean pavement.

6. HOURS; AGE LIMIT. No person under the age of 12 
shall operate a bicycle upon any public street, highway, 
boulevard, sidewalk or alley between 9:00 p.m. and 5:00 
a.m.

7. RIDING ABREAST. No person shall operate a bicycle 
upon any public street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or 
alley abreast of or to the left of another person operating a 
bicycle except while passing such bicycle.

8. TURNS. Every person riding a bicycle upon any pub-
lic street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley shall turn 

only at intersections as permitted, signal for all turns and 
stop at the right-hand side of the street or highway as near 
as may be to the street curb, pass to the left when pass-
ing vehicles or bicycles that are slower moving and on the 
right side when meeting. No person shall trick ride on any 
street, highway, boulevard, sidewalk or alley or operate a 
bicycle without both hands on the handlebars.

9. PENALTY. Any person who shall violate any provision 
of this section shall be subject to a penalty as provided in 
§25.04 of this Municipal Code.

SECTION TWO: Effective Date. This ordinance shall 
take effect upon passage and publication as provided by 
law.

PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 4th day of 
February 2025.

________________________________
Daniel C. Shoemaker, Mayor
Date Adopted: ____________________
Date Published: ___________________
Effective Date: _____________________

ATTEST:
This ordinance was passed by the Common Council of the 
City of Cumberland, Barron County, Wisconsin, at a duly 
noticed and convened regular meeting held on February 
4, 2025.

__________________________________
Arlene Frisinger, Clerk

City of Cumberland
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on February 12, 2025. WNAXLP

ORDINANCE #2025-801 BUILDING NUMBERING
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SUBSECTION
 8.09 (6) DUTY OF OWNER TO NUMBER.

The Common Council of the City of Cumberland do or-
dain as follows:

SECTION ONE: Subsection 8.09(6) of the Municipal 
code of the City of Cumberland is hereby amended to read 
as follows:

8.09(6) DUTY OF OWNER TO NUMBER.
There shall be assigned to each house and building lo-

cated on any street, avenue, alley or highway, its respec-
tive number under the uniform system provided for in this 
section. The owner, occupant or agent shall place or cause 
to be placed upon each house or building controlled by 
him the number or numbers assigned under the uniform 
system provided for in this section as follows:

(a) Such number or numbers shall be placed within 20 
days after the assigning of the proper number. The cost of 
the number (or numbers) shall be paid for by the property 
owner. 

(b) The numbers shall be 4 to 6 inches in height, eas-
ily readable with respect to the background and conspicu-
ously placed immediately above, on or at the side of the 
proper door of each building so that the number can be 
seen plainly from the street or alley. Whenever any build-
ing is situated more than 50 feet from the street or alley 
line or situated in such a way as to obscure the numbers 
when viewed from the street or alley, the number of such 
building shall also be conspicuously displayed at the street 
or alley line, near the walk, driveway or common entrance 
to such building and upon the gate, fence, tree, post or oth-
er appropriate place so as to be easily discernible from the 
sidewalk. When a building fronts a street and/or alley on 
both the front and rear yards, numbers shall be placed on 
both sides of the building fronting such street and/or alley.

SECTION TWO: Effective Date. This ordinance shall 
take effect upon passage and publication as provided by 
law.
PASSED, ADOPTED AND APPROVED this 4 day of Feb-
ruary 2025.
________________________________
Daniel C. Shoemaker, Mayor
Date Adopted: _________________
Date Published: ________________
Effective Date: __________________
ATTEST:
This ordinance was passed by the Common Council of 
the City of Cumberland, Barron County, Wisconsin, at 
a duly noticed and convened regular meeting held on 
_________________.

____________________________________  
Arlene Frisinger, Clerk

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on February 12, 2025. WNAXLP

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR LEPC
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS COMMUNITY

RIGHT-TO-KNOW
Federal Law P.L. 99-499 was enacted in October 1986 

by the United States Congress to protect and inform all citi-
zens of the existence of hazardous chemicals that may be 
manufactured, stored, distributed or used in a community.

Public Law 99-499 is the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-To-Know Act of 1986, Title III of the Su-
perfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 
(EPCRA).

Information about these hazardous chemicals and loca-
tions is available for public review at the following location 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday-
Friday:

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT OFFICE
BARRON COUNTY LEPC
1420 STATE HWY 25 NORTH
BARRON, WI 54812

Information available includes lists of facilities reporting, 
Material Safety Data Sheets, inventory forms of chemicals, 
emergency response plans and if any are filed, follow-up 
emergency notices of releases from facilities.

Telephone inquiries as to specific information contained 
in the files will be accepted.

Copies of the documents may be made at the expense 
of the requestor and at rates established by Barron County.

Information available is limited to compliance with P.L. 
99-499 and does not include all chemicals that may pose a 
threat to humans, animals or the environment.

Questions related to this notice should be addressed to:
Emergency Management Director

Barron County Justice Center
1420 State Hwy 25 North,

Barron, WI 54812-3011

This legal notice is published to inform the general public 
and complies with Section 324 of P.L. 99-499.

Michael Judy, Director
Office of Emergency Services

Barron County Sheriff’s Department
Published in the Cumberand Advocate February 12, 2025.

WNAXLP

Foreign Investors Must 
Report U.S. Agriculture 
Land Holdings
(Barron, WI) U.S. De-

partment of Agriculture 
(USDA) Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) Executive 
Director Sarah McDonald 
in Barron County reminds 
foreign investors with an 
interest in agricultural lands 
in the United States that 
they are required to report 
their land holdings and 
transactions to USDA.
The Agriculture Foreign 

Investment Act (AFIDA) 
requires foreign investors 
who buy, sell or hold and 
interest in U.S. agricultural 
land to report their hold-
ings and  transactions to the 
USDA. Foreign investors 
must file AFIDA Report 
Form FSA-153 wit their 
FSA County Office in coun-
ty where the land is located.
According to the CFR 

Title 7 Part 781, any for-
eign person who holds an 
interest in U.S. agricultural 
land is required to report 
their holdings no later than 
90 days after the date of the 
transaction. 
“Failure to file a report or 

filing a late or inaccurate 
report can result in penalty 
with fines up to 25 percent 

of the fair market value of 
the agricultural land,” said 
McDonald.
Foreign investors should 

report holdings of agri-
cultural land totaling 10 
acres or more used for 
farming, ranching or tim-
ber production, including 
leaseholds of 10 years. 
AFIDA reports are also 
required when there are 
changes in land use, such as 
agricultural or nonagricul-
tural use. Foreign investors 
must also file a report when 
there is change in the status 
of ownership.
The information from the 

AFIDA reports is used to 
prepare an annual report to 
the President and Congress 
on the effect of foreign land 
holdings on family farms 
and rural communities in 
the United States.
Assistance in completing 

the FSA-153 report may 
be obtained from the lo-
cal county FSA office. For 
more information regarding 
AFIDA or FSA programs, 
contact the Barron County 
FSA Office at 715-537-
5645 ext. 2 or visit farmers.
gov.

Most common forms of 
identification to show at 
voting polls: Wisconsin 
DMV’s driver license or ID
Wisconsin Department of 

Transportation (WisDOT) 
Division of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) reminds citizens 
to check and be sure that 
they have the proper iden-
tification needed to vote in 
Spring Primary Election 
(February 18, 2025).
 Wisconsin driver licenses 

or IDs are the most common 
form of identification used 
for voting purposes. A fed-
erally compliant REAL ID 
card is not required to show 
at the polls. The Wiscon-
sin Elections Commission 
notes other forms of identi-
fication are valid for voting, 
such as military or student 
ID cards. To see if a card 
meets the requirements, vis-
it the Wisconsin Elections 
Commission website.
 Begin online to see a list 

of the required documents 
that are needed to present at 
a DMV Customer Service 
Center in order to obtain 
identification to show at the 
polls: wisconsindmv.gov/
idcards​. A process is avail-
able to U.S. citizens, free of 
charge, to obtain a receipt 
valid to take to the polls for 
voting if the ID card is not 
available in time.
 DMV offers this service 

and ID cards for voting 
purposes free of charge. 
DMV’s toll-free hotline 
(844) 588-1069 is avail-

able for questions on ob-
taining an ID that can be 
used to vote. 
DMV’s website has a loca-

tor to help find the nearest 
DMV and check wait times 
(wisconsindmv.gov/cen-
ters).
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Joe Hegenbarth...
Longtime Cumberland Wrestling Coach and Wisconsin Wrestling Hall of Fame member Joe Hegenbarth 
stands at the right of the podium after presenting Dawson Johnson his State Champion medal at the Kohl 
Center in Madison in 2022.

since Hegenbarth was a 
full-time teacher and coach. 
Still, his role in the commu-
nity has stayed the same.
“At night, when I go to 

sleep,” he said, “I always 
ask myself, ‘Who did I 
make happier today than 
they were before?’ That’s 
my goal. I’ve read a les-
son plan every day, just like 
when I was teaching.” 
Nadine Williams, long-

time recreation director at 
Dove, sees his influence on 
residents and staff as more 
than positive — retirement 
hasn’t diminished his im-
pact on the community. 
Although most residents at 
the facility are female, he 
actively seeks out relation-
ships with them, calling 
them his “sisters.” 
“You can tell he has been 

an educator because he still 
educates,” Williams said, 
“He still explains things to 
people. He still is that per-
son who made him a good 
teacher, he’s still carrying 
that with him. That’s just a 
part of his persona.”  
Just two years ago, Hegen-

barth was recovering from a 
heart attack. When he first 
arrived at the facility, he 
was on hospice. Even then, 
he made a point to involve 
himself in the activities at 
Dove.
“I don’t think he expected 

to still be alive at this time,” 
Williams said. “But it didn’t 
matter because regardless 
of what was going to hap-
pen to him, he still had a 
very positive attitude.” 
Despite Hegenbarth’s 

physical limitations, he is 
what Williams describes as 
a “math whiz.” 
 “If you ask him if it was 

raining on Christmas Eve in 
1959, he’ll know,” she said.
Hegenbarth’s affinity for 

math began when he was 
6-years-old. He attended 
a tiny country school in 
northwestern Wisconsin; 
there were only two other 
students in his grade. He 
recalls listening to the old-
er students’ math lessons, 
learning as they learned.
“I knew about finding the 

volume of a cone and the 
area of squares in the first 
grade,” he said. “That was 
good training for a teacher.”
At 16, Hegenbarth split 

his time between school 
and working as a carpenter. 
The scant wages left a last-
ing impression on him — he 
had to work two full hours 
just to afford his lunch. He 
realized carpentry wasn’t 
for him.
Growing up on a farm 

made the farming career 
path equally unappealing. 
Numerous hours hand-
milking cows proved te-
dious for him; he wanted 
to do something that would 
bring him joy.
After high school, Hegen-

barth could not afford to 
attend college. Instead, he 
served in the Korean War, 
where he considered mak-
ing a career out of the ser-
vice. But his childhood of 
creating things had instilled 
a deep love of imagination 
and independence. 
He remembers crafting 

homemade sleds using bar-
rel loops, building stilts to 
walk on and swinging from 

ropes across the length of 
the barn. In the end, he de-
cided he wanted more free-
dom in his everyday life. 
“I didn’t always like being 

told what to do,” he said, “I 
wanted to be creative.”
After leaving the military, 

Hegenbarth attended Bar-
ron County Normal School, 
a school for training pro-
spective teachers. In 1961, 
he earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from UW-River Falls.
 When he began teaching, 

he never looked back.
“I never had a day that I 

didn’t want to be there,” 
he said. “I taught school al-
most every day from 1956 
until 2006.”
Even after retiring in 1994, 

Hegenbarth continued his 
career as a substitute teacher 
in Barron County. His pas-
sion for teaching made him 
determined to help strug-
gling students understand 
mathematical principles. 
This conviction began on 
Christmas day, 1938.
That year, his family faced 

a difficult decision when 
his younger sister was born 
with a cleft lip. His father 
made the choice to sell half 
their dairy herd to fund her 
surgery, leaving no money 
for Christmas presents. In 
what could have been a 
memory of hardship, their 
neighbors’ response trans-
formed it into an unforget-
table lesson in kindness.
“They brought us all the 

used stuff they had,” He-
genbarth said. “We had the 
best Christmas in our life. 
We never had a Christmas 
before that or after that like 
that one.”
It was a formative ex-

perience, determining his 
teaching philosophy and 
strengthening his desire to 
help others.
“That’s why I felt the 

kid that had a hard time in 
my classroom is the one 
I would look out for,” he 
said. “I didn’t have to worry 
about the intelligent ones. 
Because if they got it, then I 
know everybody got it.” 
Hegenbarth didn’t let his 

students use calculators. In-
stead, he emphasized work-
ing out problems mentally, 
showing them how to play 
games to find answers.
“This calculator always 

works,” he said, pointing 
to his head. “You might not 
have a calculator otherwise. 
I never let my students use it 
for tests.”
 While Hegenbarth’s at-

tentive instruction and dedi-
cation helped struggling 
students in his classroom, 
these same qualities would 
shape his unexpected jour-
ney into coaching. 
Despite never having wres-

tled himself, his methodical 
mind, with its appreciation 
for precision, found a home 
on the wrestling mat. 
Chad Olson, who wrestled 

under Hegenbarth in the 
1980s, attributes his for-
mer coach’s success to the 
same methodical approach 
that made him an effective 
teacher: Thorough prepara-
tion and a gift for building 
relationships. 
 “When Joe started the 

program in 1959,” Olson 
said, “He had never wres-
tled a day in his life. When 

Cumberland School hired 
him, he took it upon himself 
to learn the sport of wres-
tling. So, he went to the 
George Martin Hall of Fame 
Camps, he read books, and 
he always had people that 
respected him and wanted 
to keep his tradition a suc-
cessful tradition.”
Olson calls Hegenbarth 

Cumberland wrestling’s 
Vince Lombardi, noting 
how both carried them-
selves with similar profes-
sionalism.
“He was old school; he 

wore a suit and tie every 
day,” Olson said.
Behind the professional 

demeanor, Hegenbarth had 
a passionate coaching style. 
The wrestling room would 
echo with his booming 
voice. He describes himself 
“getting loud” and “slam-
ming doors” to motivate 
wrestlers. 
Yet these intense moments 

were always rooted in his 
deep investment in his wres-
tlers’ success. He fostered a 
familial atmosphere within 
Cumberland wrestling. The 
program’s doors remained 
open to alumni, who often 
returned to work with cur-
rent wrestlers. 
The ongoing connection 

between past and present 
generations created a liv-
ing legacy. The wrestling 
room became more than 
just a practice facility — it 
transformed into a gather-
ing place where multiple 
generations of Cumberland 
wrestlers could unite.
Hegenbarth’s influence 

continues to echo through 
Cumberland’s hallways, 
particularly through Reid 
Olson, Chad Olson’s son 
and the school’s current 
head wrestling coach. 
In February 2024, the 

Cumberland School Dis-
trict approved a $32 million 
bond referendum to im-
prove the classrooms, caf-
eteria and wrestling room. 
The younger Olson wanted 
to make sure, even through 
the changes, that Hegen-
barth’s legacy stays cement-
ed in the wrestling room.
“Our current one already 

says the Hegenbarth Wres-
tling Center,” Olson said, 
“It says it in the hallway 
right up front. You can see 
it, but I’d like it to be a little 
bit more prominent. I was 
pretty adamant that every 
person that walked by was 
going to know dang well 
that that was the Hegen-
barth Wrestling Center.”
Hegenbarth’s influence 

extended far beyond his 
retirement. He remained 
connected to Cumberland 
wrestling, attending tourna-
ments and supporting ath-
letes decades after founding 
the program. 
His devotion to his wres-

tling legacy was particu-
larly evident at the state 
tournament, where he made 
arrangements with the Wis-
consin Interscholastic Ath-
letic Association to person-
ally present medals to the 
younger Olson during his 
three appearances on the 
podium. 
These ceremonies became 

especially meaningful dur-
ing Olson’s final two years 
of competition, when he 

finished as state runner-up 
both times. 
“He grabbed me by the 

front of the shirt,” Olson 
said, “Before he put my 
medal on, he pulled me 
down and said, ‘Don’t 
worry, you’re going to win 
the state title next year.’ 
And then the next year, of 
course, I didn’t — I took 
second place again, and he 
grabbed me by the front of 
the shirt the next year and 
said, ‘Well, don’t worry, 
you’re the real state cham-
pion to me.’”
Today, in his room at 

Dove, Hegenbarth contin-
ues teaching life’s lessons. 
He still remembers creating 
a pretend store in the cor-
ner of his classroom where 
math came alive. Leaning 
back in his chair, he remi-
nisces about working with a 
particular student who had a 
difficult time in class.
 “I made the mistake of 

saying,” he said, “‘If I 
bought an ice cream cone 
from you, that costs a nick-
el and I gave you a dime, 
how much change would 
you give me back?’ I bet I 
worked fifteen minutes with 
her. Finally, she said to me, 
‘Mr. Hegenbarth, to you, 
I’d give the whole dime — 
anybody else, I’d keep five 
cents.’”
That simple exchange in 

the makeshift classroom 
store created a lasting bond. 
Decades later, that student’s 
family asked Hegenbarth to 
speak at her funeral. 
“I gave a little remem-

brance,” he said. “I said, 
‘God created every one of 
us. The only way we can 
keep that star shining is if 
we keep remembering that 
person.’”

In his quiet moments at 
Dove, Hegenbarth con-
tinues to create a space of 
warmth and love, believ-
ing in the potential of ev-
ery person who crosses his 
path. His enduring message 
is one of legacy through ser-
vice — the light we kindle 
in others continues burn-
ing long after we’re gone 
— immortality through the 
lives we’ve touched. 
Even now, his door re-

mains open, just as his heart 
has been to generations of 
students and athletes. The 
invitation never wavers – 
whether in a classroom, on 
a wrestling mat or at the end 
of a dimly lit hallway.
“I say to myself, ‘Make 

this a happy place,’” he 
said. “Make this a place 
where people are worthy 
and important and have a 
light that will keep shining 
forever. When you die, it’s 
the people you serve that 
will keep that light burning, 
until you never die.”
Editor’s note: This story 

was first written for class – 
CJ 427: Advanced Report-
ing and Editing, taught by 
Professor Pechulano Ngwe 
Ali in the fall of 2024.

City Council...
two cities to work together 

on future needs without 
having to seek permission 
beforehand, often delaying 
a much-needed coopera-
tive effort. The Council also 
confirmed Ordinance 2025-
803 which says, “E-Bikes 
cannot be ridden on city 
sidewalks,” following sev-
eral complaints from city 
residents and ok’d a request 
from the Police Depart-
ment to allocate funds from 
the PD Equipment Fund to 
purchase much-needed base 
radios.
 A series of Public Works 

request were next on the 
docket. Up first was a clari-
fication by the Council, 
in response to community 
residents, stating that State 
Statutes make it illegal for 
the city to salt or sand pri-
vate property. This was 
followed by an extensive 
discussion and information 
session on revisions to the 
City’s Three-Year Street 
Plan created in 2023.
 The first year of Street 

Plan work was completed, 
with the exception of some 
finishing work to be done in 
early Spring.  The next two 
years (2025 & 2026) will 
include two difficult areas, 
Mill Hill and Hines Lakev-
iew Drive. These two proj-
ect areas involve both Util-
ity and pavement upgrades.  
Hines is scheduled for 
2025, and will replace water 
lines in critical condition. 
Mill Hill is moved to 2026, 
primarily to allow time to 
pursue grant requests for 

the Utility.  Design options 
were discussed, detailing 
the issues of costs, infra-
structure life expectancies 
and engineering trade-offs.  
At this time, projected costs 
for the remainder of the 
Street Plan are within bud-
geted amounts.  The Coun-
cil approved the 2025-2026 
plan revision with the un-
derstanding that additional 
engineering is required for 
2026.
Other topics included dis-

cussion on the Streetlight 
replacement project that 
will establish 45 new lights, 
providing much improved 
lightening for intersec-
tions and city sidewalks. 
Current plans are to do the 
45-light scheme next sum-
mer, which will save money 
by coinciding with the DOT 
street project. The cost will 
be absorbed over a 10-year 
period, covered by financial 
plan projections.
Other Public Works dis-

cussion centered on a HWY 
63 Watermain Boring proj-
ect in preparation for the 
new bridge, the approval 
of the replacement for Util-
ity Generator #6, a unit that 
is the city’s most important 
in making the city run, the 
passing of a request for 
establishing PILOT pay-
ments, and giving the city’s 
approval to the Utilities 
purchase of a digger truck, 
which was discussed first in 
January.
Following long discus-

sions and deliberation, the 
Council adjourned.

Fraud Alert!
By Margo Katterhagen, Barron County Register of Deeds

Victims are being contact-
ed by a real-estate company 
in reference to their land be-
ing contracted for sale. In 
most of the cases the “sell-
er” is requesting a Quick 
Sale and wants the docu-
ments sent via email, fax or 
messaging. Other times vic-
tims are contacted by neigh-
bors who have observed for 
sale signs. We do not know 
why or how the victims are 
being targeted.
We recommend people 

sign up for the Property 
Fraud Alert. It is a free ser-
vice now being offered by 
the Register of Deeds to 
help protect people against 
property fraud. You can 
sign up to receive Property 

Fraud Alerts from an auto-
mated database that moni-
tors activity involving land 
records filed in your name 
in the Barron County Reg-
ister of Deeds Office. You 
can sign up at www.prop-
ertyfraudalert.com or you 
can sign up for this same 
free service with the Barron 
County Register of Deeds 
office today! 
Go to: BarronCountyWI.

gov, click the departments 
tab, scroll down to Regis-
ter of Deeds, click on the 
Property Fraud Alert logo 
on the bottom right-hand 
side of the page, enter your 
information on how you’ll  
be contacted if something is 
recorded in Barron County.

DNR To Begin Prescribed 
Burns Across The State

MADISON, Wis. – The 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
today announced that fire 
management crews will be-
gin conducting prescribed 
burns on DNR properties 
throughout the state where 
local conditions can provide 
a safe and effective burn.
The recent, much-needed 

precipitation has created 
conditions that are ideal for 
burning in certain areas of 
the state.
Winter burns typically 

begin with cattail marshes, 
wetlands and wet prairies. 
Cattail wildfires can present 
a control challenge for sup-
pression authorities during 
the warmer summer months 
when both dead and live cat-
tails are available to burn. 
By burning in winter, DNR 
staff take advantage of ideal 
ice and snow cover, which 
reduces the heat and inten-
sity of cattail marsh and 
barrens burns. Additional 
windows of opportunity 
for prescribed burning will 
continue through spring and 
open again in late summer 
and fall (mid-July through 
November).
Prescribed burns support 

healthy ecosystems for an 
abundance of plants and an-
imals in Wisconsin. These 
burns mimic the benefits 
historic fire once provided 
but occur under a safer 
“prescription” range of 
weather and fuel conditions 
(compared to most wild-
fires). Throughout history, 
many ecosystems in Wis-
consin experienced either 
periodic natural fire and/or 
were managed with cultural 

fire by First Nation people. 
These “fire-dependent” 
plant communities, such 
as prairies, wetlands and 
oak or pine barrens/savan-
nas/woodlands developed a 
tolerance and eventual de-
pendance on periodic fire, 
and would not be sustained 
today without prescribed 
burning.
Winter burns remove dead 

vegetation buildup and 
open waterways for migra-
tory fowl and other wild-
life. The dead vegetation is 
reduced to ash, transferring 
this natural fertilizer back 
into the soil. Following the 
burn, hazardous fuels are 
reduced, foraging and nest-
ing improve in the revital-
ized vegetation, and the 
stimulated growth of their 
root systems enhances their 
ability to store more carbon. 
Other benefits of prescribed 
burns include reducing non-
native or invasive plant spe-
cies and increasing regen-
eration of important native 
trees like oak and pine.
Planning for prescribed 

burns can take weeks or 
months. DNR staff make 
the decision to conduct 
these prescribed burns only 
when weather and vegeta-
tion conditions meet strict 
standards for safety, smoke 
management and burn ef-
fectiveness. Even after such 
careful planning, the deci-
sion to burn on a specific 
day is reassessed and ap-
proved at the regional scale, 
and once more by the burn 
boss, who confirms on-site 
conditions are as forecasted 
for a safe burn.
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2025 Wisconsin State Ice Fishing Contest

Shelby and daughter Kiera Fox with the second place Northern Pike.

Chilling out waiting for a bite Saturday on Beaver Dam Lake.

Cory Campbell took home $1000 with a 9.88 lb Northern Pike.

Andy Nielson took third place with a gorgeous 6.15 lb Brown Trout.

Hanging out enjoying a cold beverage on a snowy contest day.

Plenty of people found the going tough as several vehicles and utv’s needed a little help.

A large crowd checking raffle tickets at the weigh in.

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL THE BUSINESSES WHO DONATED 
AWSOME PRIZES AND TO ALL WHO ATTENDED THE WISCONSIN 
STATE ICE FISHING CONTEST. ALSO THANKS TO THE CUMBER-
LAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND ALL THE VOLUNTEERS 
WHO MAKE THIS FUN EVENT HAPPEN! SEE YA NEXT YEAR!

Justin Lindberg of Amery was the lucky winner of the Polaris 570 UTV. Congratu-
lations Justin!
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Mike Paffel was recognized by the City of Cumberland for his exemplary service to the City as a member of the 
Airport Commission for over 32 years, beginning January of 1992. Mayor Shoemaker caused the seal of the City 
to be affixed on this 4th day of February 2025. Pictured is Mayor Shoemaker with Mike Paffel.

Authorities in Northern Wisconsin are warning residents about a wash out between 
two lakes and how part of the ice and snowmobile trail is not safe. According to the 
Washburn County Sheriff’s Office, on February 2nd, a culvert between Little Mud 
Lake and Long Lake failed. Officials say the washout is around 40 to 50 feet wide 
and is not passable. 

Mike Paffel Recognized for 32 Years of Service!

Congratulations to Tiny Friends & More who received the Quarterly grant of $10,000 from the 50 People Who 
Care and More. Pictured left to right are: Mark Gargulak, Ellen Clare Sendelbach, Tiny Friends & More Owner 
Heather Schell, Daughter Carly Friess, Dale Goergen and Laura Schmid-Tyler.

1912: Valentine’s Day with the 
Spooner Rails  by Mark R. Fuller
Valentine’s Day is said to 

have been imported to North 
America in the 19th century 
by British settlers. Its declared 
purpose was to celebrate 
not only romantic love, but 
friendship and admiration for 
each other. In Cumberland, 
the early settlers were always 
looking for ways to be part of 
this yearly celebration.
On a Friday night in 1912, 

the Cumberland School Dis-
trict, fans, and students took 
an opportunity to provide this 
celebration of friendship and 
goodwill to their visitors from 
the north, the Spooner Basket-
ball Team.
As was customary back 

then, travel to and from a 
contest between local schools 
was generally a two-day trip. 
Newspaper articles from this 
time period describe Cum-
berland teams getting to Rice 
Lake, by first taking a train 
to Spooner and then another 
to their final destination. An 
overnight stay after the con-
test was followed by the same 
trip back to the Island City.
Other stories tell of Cum-

berland team trips to St. 
Croix Falls that started with 
a train ride to Turtle Lake fol-
lowed by a caboose ride on a 
freight train to a location close 
enough to finish their trek on a 
bobsled. A game was followed 
by another overnight stay and 
the same return home. 
With this in mind and with 

the Spooner Boy’s and Girl’s 
Teams planning a stay at the 
Hotel Cumberland following 
a pair of February 9 basket-
ball contests in 1912, school 
officials, players, and fans de-
cided to make an early Valen-
tine’s memory for their com-
munity visitors.
The evening started out with 

167 attendees watching a pair 
of Cumberland victories. The 
boy’s game saw the Beavers 
rack up a 35-1 halftime lead 
on the way to a 66-8 final, 
while the Cumberland girl’s 
squad won 5-3 in a game that 
ended after one half of play. 
Perhaps in what was the ex-
citement of what was to come 
that canceled the second half.
The gate for the two games 

came in at $30.45, enough to 
pay for Spooner’s Transpor-
tation and hotel rooms and 
leave a surplus of $7.25 for 
Cumberland’s Treasurer of 
the Association, Ray Ander-
son.
The evening’s festivities be-

gan once the players and other 
young people in attendance 
came into the gym, where 
they were each a Valentine. 
The goal was for each per-
son to get as many Valentines 
from the attendees as possible, 
a contest eventually won by 
George Kellermann. The rest 
of the evening was filled with 
games, cake and ice cream, 
and an “Interesting talk” by 
Spooner teacher Toan. The 
paper would say of the eve-
ning, “All had a very pleasant 
evening and a good time.”
We can assume there were 

many other celebrations that 
were part of the actual Valen-
tine’s Day that occurred in the 
middle of the following week. 
The Advocate tells of one 
party at the Rick Stone home 
on the 14th that, “Was one of 
the prettiest parties ever given 
here.” 
It might have been a great 

party, but when it comes to 
“friendship and admiration,” 
the one in the Cumberland 
gymnasium on that Friday 
night five days earlier, was 
hard to top.

Yikes!

Vehicles Falling Through Ice; 
Be Extra Careful On Frozen 
Waterbodies
MADISON, Wis. – The 

Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
reminds snowmobilers 
and ATV/UTV riders that 
no ice is 100% safe.
DNR wardens report 

a number of incidents 
of recreational vehicles 
going through the ice 
throughout the state. The 
DNR’s 2025 fatal crash 
reporting reflects six fa-
tal off-highway vehicle 
(OHV) incidents so far 
this year. Four out of those 
six incidents involved 
UTVs going through the 
ice. There has also been 
one ice-related snowmo-
bile fatality.
Keep these safety tips in 

mind when operating rec-
reational vehicles during 
winter.
Remember UTVs are 

heavy. They are the heavi-
est recreational vehicle 
out on the ice, often be-
ing close to 3,000 pounds. 
This is similar to a car or 

truck.
Have a plan in case you 

do go through the ice.
Roll your window down 

when traveling on the ice 
and make sure you can 
easily open you door – 
drive slow and turn the ra-
dio down so that you can 
use eyes and ears to watch 
and hear for potential is-
sues coming up.
Make sure you have life 

jackets or some other 
type of floatation for ev-
ery occupant of the UTV.
Recovery for the UTV 

or other vehicle is the 
responsibility of the 
owner/operator. After 30 
days, the owner can be 
fined each day after 30 
days.
Recovery rates for the 

machine can also be very 
expensive.
This may not be the 

year to explore new lo-
cations – stick to known 
areas that typically have 
better ice conditions.

The DNR does not moni-
tor ice conditions. Local fish-
ing clubs, outfitters and bait 
shops are the best sources 
for local current ice condi-
tions.  
Never consume alcohol or 

drugs before or during your 
ride.
Carry a cell phone, and 

let people know where 
you are going and when 
you’ll return home.
Watch for pressure ridg-

es or ice buckling. These 
can be dangerous due to 
thin ice and open water.
Visit the DNR’s Ice 

Safety webpage for more 
information on staying 
safe on the ice.


