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By Larry Werner

Cumberland, Luck and Lorrain Fire Departments were dispatched at 4:45 A.M. Saturday, August 9th for a 
structure fire at the old Trinity Lutheran Church in McKinley. According to Cumberland Fire Chief Chad Ol-
son lightning struck a power pole with a transformer that sent a surge into the building which started it on 
fire. The old Trinity Lutheran Church which had been remodeled, was built in 1907 and was currently home 
to the Barker family. Fortunately no one in the home was injured in the fire. Chief Olson also stated both the 
Luck and Lorrain Fire Depatrments were crucial in knocking down the fire as the departments worked very 
well together. Cumberland Fire was called back to the scene later that morning as a portion of the building 
rekindled  but was quickly snuffed out.

New Owners!

Sandi and John Peichel (left), have said farewell to the Bus Garage after 26 years. The Peichel’s bought the Bus 
Garage in October of 1999. They would like to send a SPECIAL THANK YOU to past and present faculty and driv-
ers. It has been a pleasure serving families for over 26 years. John will continue to do CDL testing. On August 
1, the new owners, Sam Motzer and Nikki Gilbertson took over. They are very excited and looking forward to 
this new chapter.  They are hiring immediately for aids and drivers. If you are interested, call 715-790-5891 for 
more information.

Lightning Strike!

Northwoods Notebook: The things I’ll miss
On a beautiful summer 

Tuesday, with Raya Madi-
son, accompanied by gui-
tarist Dustin DeGolier, belt-
ing out her rendition of “Me 
and Bobby McGee,” I said 
to Ann: “I’m going to miss 
this.” 

There were 13 boats 
docked on the shore, more 
than 200 folks sitting under 

shade trees on the hillside at 
Tourist Park, and I had that 
feeling it doesn’t get any 
better than this. At the Is-
land City Music concert, the 
eighth of season in the ninth 
year of live music on sum-
mer Tuesdays, I was feeling 
a little melancholy.

 As some of you know, 
we’ve accepted an offer for 

our Cumberland home and 
will be moving back to the 
Cities, close to our kids, 
grandkids and other family. 
It’s time to be there, rather 
than here, in what they call 
the autumn of our years. It’s 
time to live close to fam-
ily and close to the medical 
providers who are there.

But there are so many 

things I’ll miss about this 
place we moved to 11 years 
ago.

The musical talent in 
Cumberland is one thing — 
from Dustin’s guitar in sev-
eral of the bands in which 
he plays; John Westin’s bass 
voice with Higher Vision; 
Nancy Keeler’s bassoon; 

City of Cumberland Road 
Construction Update
Hines Lakeview Drive: 

The existing pavement has 
been pulverized and pe-
rimeter erosion control has 
been installed. Crews are 
working near the terminus 
of the street in preparation 
for the watermain boring-
-set to commence and be 
completed this week. This 
will interrupt access to the 
boat launch and for a few 
homeowners at the end of 
Hines Lakeview for the bal-
ance of this week. EOR, our 
project engineers, are stak-
ing driveway saw cuts in 
preparation for removals in 
the near future. Water ser-
vice connections in the area 
of the new watermain will 
be coming soon, and these 
must be completed (along 

with a few minor utility ad-
justments along the entire 
project area) before black-
top installation.
1st and Marshall: Final 

grading of the road sur-
face occured Monday, Au-
gust 11th, in preparation 
for blacktop installation 
Wednesday and possibly 
Thursday of this week. With 
the exception of some final 
turf restoration and some 
minor manhole work, the 
project is basically com-
plete after the blacktop is 
installed. Everything should 
be 100% complete by Mon-
day of next week.
Highway 63: Concrete, 

concrete, concrete. With the 
exception of the installa-
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DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

CAN BE DECORATED TO FIT YOUR NEEDSCAN BE DECORATED TO FIT YOUR NEEDS
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Kayaks and Music on Beaver Dam Lake
Cumberland Community Education is proud to announce for the 9th year 
that Cumberland School District Kayaks and lifejackets will be available 
on Tuesday evenings during the Concert Series on the shores of the 
Cumberland Beach from 6-8 pm. Kayaks will be available on Tuesday's 
beginning: Tuesday, June 10, 2025. Cost: FREE however donations will be 
much appreciated! So come down, listen to some tunes and bring the 
whole family!  **Launch located near the music on the shores of Beaver 
Dam/Cumberland Beach** So that we are prepared and know you are 
interested, please reserve your kayaks by Tuesday morning of the week 
you wish to use them by calling the following number:
For questions or further concerns contact:   Susan Bridger CCE 
Director HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 14: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball • 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 15: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 9 am-2 pm Girls Golf Invite 
@ Barron • 10 am-1 pm Varsity Football Scrimmage @ Amery • 4-5 pm CCE: Choose Fit •
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16: • 11:00-1:00 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 
MONDAY, AUGUST 18 : • 6:30-7:30 am & 5-7 pm CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 4-5 pm 
CCE: Choose Fit • 6:00-7:30 pm Dawson Johnson Wrestling Practice •
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE Pickleball - ES Gym 
• 5-6:30 pm Baga Olympics • 6-8 pm School Board Meeting • 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 20: • 6:30-7:30 am & 5-7 pm  CCE Pickleball •  9 am-2 pm 
Girls Golf Match @ Home •

public welcome & free of cost! 
Due to the Cumberland High School construction...the 

Cumberland Fitness  Center is now closed for the summer. 
However, if you are interrested in working out with the 

weight equipment - it will be open with an attendant in a tent  

on the Endeavor Stadium site Monday to Friday 5:15 am - 7:00 am

BAGA YOGA  
Pam Baker of Yoga-Wildheart will be our instructor!

Join Us! RUTABAGA SATURDAY, AUGUST 23
7:00 - 7:45 AM

On Endeavor Upper Patio CHS
(Due to construction, please enter via the Cumberland Middle School drive area)

For the price of a smile come and share your practice. Warm up and stretch before 
the fun run/walk. The field can be damp so bring a towel and your mat.

Questions? Contact Pam 715-419-1315  or 
Susan Bridger, CCE Director at 715-822-5121 ext. 403

INTRO TO CYANOTYPE WITH KELLY
Cyanotype is a slow-reacting, photographic printing formulation sensitive to sunlight 
that produces a monochrome, blue-colored print. The process uses two cemicals - fer-
ric ammonium citrate and potaassium ferricyanide, and only water to develop and fix. 

Announced in 1842, it is still in use.
Kelly will demonstrate how this safe, old time printing process can be used with ferns, 

grasses, or any slid objects to make beautiful art pieces.
Monday, August 18 • 4:00 pm

at the Island City Food Coop
To register or to ask questions please contact:  

 Island City Food Coop, 715-822-8233, icfoodcoop@gmail.com or
Susan Bridger CCE Director 715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

FIREFLY FIELDS welcomes
ACCESS ABILITY WISCONSIN

Saturday, Sept. 6th 
- 9 am -12 noon GOODIE BARN & TRAILS OPEN 

- 10 am PRESENTATION ON USING ALL-TERRAIN WHEELCHAIRS 
(chance to try one!) -

2553 10th St | Cumberland, WI 54829 | No Pets Please

 Wednesday- August 20th thru 
Saturday- August 30th

No performance on Sundays

RED BARN 
THEATRE 
RICE LAKE, WI

Located 
3 miles NE of
 Rice Lake, WI 
on Highway 48

redbarntheatre-ricelake.com

Who will inherit Frank’s treasured season tickets at Lambeaau 
Field? His three daughters employ every trick in the book, on the 
way to relearning that family isn’t everything: it’s the only thing. 
With songs like “When You Live in Green Bay” and “What Do You Do with 
a Bye Week,” this quintessential Wisconsin musical will warm your 
heart and leave you rooting for the home team!

Bob Rogers, Director
Rachel Elbin, Musical Director

Produced by special  arrangement with Matt Zembrowski
 in associat ion with Molly  Rhode for Northern Sky Theatre

Dad’s Season Tickets

Higher Vision, Gospel Notes to Perform at 
Stanfold Music Festival August 17
Join Stanfold Lutheran 

Church for the annual music 
festival on August 17.  The 
festival features a grilled 
chicken dinner starting at 
11:30 AM with musical per-
formances to follow. 
Headlining this year lo-

cal favorite, Higher Vision. 
Founded in 2013, Higher 
Vision is a Gospel group 
consisting of Elaine Molls 
on piano. Vocalists are John 
Westin, Dick Sampson, 
Mike Jenkinson and Al-
bin Peterson. Their signa-
ture southern gospel sound, 
blended with a variety of 
musical styles and rich har-
monies, will uplift your soul 
and ignite your spirit. Learn 
more in their Facebook 
group: www.facebook.com/
groups/highervision.
Also playing will be Gos-

pel Notes, an old-time gos-
pel bluegrass band consist-
ing of Phil and Deb Monson 
and Sandy Bonesteel. Sandy 
is the lead singer and is on 
rhythm guitar. Phil plays 
mandolin, banjo and Deb is 

on upright bass and guitar.   
They are thrilled to bring 
God’s word through song 
and testimony. Deb has been 
through two life threatening 
illnesses, as has Charlie, and 
they are both living miracles 
and examples of God’s grace 
in their life.
The Stanfold Music Festi-

val is enjoyed in an outdoor 
setting on the picturesque 
grounds of the Stanfold 
Lutheran Church located 
5 miles west of Rice Lake 
on Highway 48.  Musical 

groups will perform in the 
Centennial Pavilion.  Seat-
ing will be available, but 
feel free to bring your lawn 
chairs as well. 
Admission to the concert 

and the chicken dinner are 
free.  The public is invited 
to attend.  A free-will offer-
ing jar will be available for 
those wishing to donate to 
our mission fund.
For more information or 

questions about this event, 
contact Pastor John Bergson 
at 262-354-4537.

Freud’s Last Session at ETC 
The Cumberland ETC is 

thrilled to present Freud’s 
Last Session by Mark St. 
Germain, running August 
20–23 at 6:00 PM. Set 
in London the day Eng-
land joined WWII, this 
thought-provoking drama 
imagines a lively, witty, 

and deeply human conver-
sation between Sigmund 
Freud and author C.S. 
Lewis as they debate God, 
love, and the meaning of 
life against the backdrop 
of World War II. Tickets 
are $12 for adults and 
$6 for students, avail-

able in person at Peter 
and Annie’s, online at 
cumberlandetc.com, or at 
the door on show nights. 
Recommended PG-13 for 
mature themes, frank dis-
cussions of death, and his-
torical references to war and 
illness.

It’s Football Season at the Red Barn
“Dad’s Season Tickets,” 

the final show and musi-
cal of the Red Barn season 
(August 20-August 30), is 
the perfect way to gear up 
for football season in north-
west Wisconsin. Teaming 
again this year for another 
entertaining production are 
Bob Rogers (Chetek) as artis-
tic director and Rachel Elbin 
(Cameron) as music director 
with Nancy Dutmer (Chetek) 
adding her expertise as the 
choreographer. Also returning 
for set design and construc-
tion are Rogers and Wayne 
Olson (Chetek). Originally 
and recently produced by 
Matt Zembrowski for the 
Northern Sky Theatre in Door 
County, “Dad’s Season Tick-

ets” throws pass after pass for 
winning touchdowns with a 
seasoned cast.  
When season ticket holder 

Frank Kosinski (Carl Liden 
of Barron) decides  to leave 
his season tickets to one of 
his three adult daughters, the 
skirmishes, songs and dances 
fly.  Portraying eldest daugh-
ter Rhonda Kafura is Amber 
Wolfe (Rice Lake) with Jeff 
Dalsveen (Cameron) playing 
husband Ralph Kafura.   Ra-
chel Westberg (Chetek) and 
Paul Baribeau (Rice Lake) 
take on the roles of middle 
daughter and husband Gabby 
and Edgar Nimwitz.  Frank’s 
youngest daughter, high 
school senior Cordy Kosinski 
is portrayed by Zoe Nelson 

(Sand Creek).  Crowd pleas-
ing songs include “When 
You Live in Green Bay” and 
“What Do You Do With a Bye 
Week.”
The photography of Susanne 

von Schroeder of Bruce will 
be featured in the Red Barn 
Gallery.
The Red Barn Theatre is lo-

cated northeast of Rice Lake 
at the junction of Highway 48 
and County Trunk M.  Cur-
tains open each evening at 
7:30 pm.  There are no Sunday 
performances.  The price of a 
single admission ticket is $20.
Reservations may be made 

by calling 715-234-8301, go-
ing online at redbarntheatre-
ricelake.com or in person at 
the ticket booth.  

100 years is an amazing accomplishment, 
but what’s even more amazing is all the 
lives you have touched. The Boegel family 
has been summer-time residents of the Is-
land City since 1918. Cumberland is Karl’s 
favorite place to be any time of the year. 
Aside from his military service in WWII, 
he has come to Cumberland every year to 
enjoy many wonderful activities the city 
has to offer...leisurely boat cruises around 
Beaver Dam, teaching relatives and neigh-
bors how to water ski, fishing with his 
dad and brothers and playing cards with 
his dad, brothers, friends and with his 
friends at the Senior Center. Thank you 
for the amazing legacy you have created!

Happy 100th Birthday, Karl Boegel!

Love and Laughter always, KaraGay, Risa, Susan and Nancy

Northwoods Notebook...
Jeremy Westin’s version 
of “Be More Kind;” Beth 
McClain singing “I Will 
Survive” and the Hay 
River Sisters harmoniz-
ing “Lean on Me.” 

Why is there so much 
musical talent in this 
town of 2,000? 

I’ll miss Beaver Dam 
Lake, or course, a mag-
nificent body of water 
that wraps around the 
town and its main street 
of shops and places to eat 
and drink. I’ll miss Peter 
& Annie’s, where we join 
friends for coffee most 
mornings; Louie’s Finer 
Meats, where you take 
a number at the butch-

er counter for the best 
brats, steaks and roasts 
you can get anywhere. 

I will miss attend-
ing plays and concerts 
at the old church that 
was given to ETC by 
the Ruppel family and 
turned into the Cumber-
land Arts Center, and I’ll 
even miss meetings of 
the ETC Board of Direc-
tors, which I learned I 
was part of by seeing my 
name in Dave Evenson’s 
quarterly newsletter.

And, of course, I will 
miss the people I got to 
know here, including 
many of you who have 
stopped me on the street 

or the coffee shop to 
comment on something I 
had written.

It was a good run, these 
last 11 years, the long-
est Ann and I have lived 
anywhere in our 30 years 
of marriage. As we leave 
the gentler pace of life 
in The Island City for 
the bustle of the Cities, 
leaving the place where we 
actually enjoy standing 
in Line for Bob’s sweet 
corn, we’ll look back to 
these 11 years as the best 
of our lives.

As Jeremy sings so 
beautifully, my friends, 
“Be More Kind.”

      CumberlandDon't miss the

AUGUST
21-24

CUMBERLAND
 RUTABAGA

FEST
AUGUST 21-24

WELCOME TO
THE 93rd

CUMBERLAND
 RUTABAGA 

FEST

               
                  

            CUMBERLAND
             'BAGA FEST

              AUG. 21-24 

CUMBERLAND
 RUTABAGA 

 FEST
AUGUST 21-24

DON'T MISS
THE FUN!

Welcome to
the 93rd93rd

93rd Annual
DON'T MISS THE

BAGA FEST
Aug. 21-24

               
                  

            CUMBERLAND
        'BAGA FEST

               AUG. 21-24 

DON'T MISS THE
93rdAnnual

Open Tuesday 
thru 

Sunday

 715-822-4321

SPECIALS ALL WEEK LONG OF 
RUTABAGA FESTIVAL!

Halloween 
Night

Thursday
October 

31st 31st!-

Now Open 
Tuesday thru 

Sunday

Behind the Isle Theatre      www.nezzyssportsbar.com
 715-822-4321

Don’t forget FRIDAYS during lent! WELCOME TO RUTABAGA 
FESTIVAL!

HAVE A HAPPY BAGA FEST!

TUESDAY: MEXICAN
WEDNESDAY: HUMP DAY 

BURGERS
THURSDAY: SLIDERS

FRIDAY: FISH & SHRIMP

TRY ONE OF OUR FAMOUS
BLOODY’S WITH 45TH PARALLEL 

VODKA INUSED WITH LOCALLY 
GROWN RUTABAGA’S!

KITCHEN OPEN LATE FRI & SAT
(OF RUTABAGA)

APPS & PIZZA 9 PM - 11 PM
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Canceled 
~ August Cruise ~

Back in September for a cruise
through town and then off to the

Junkyard Bar in Shell Lake!

Cumberland City Council Holds August Meeting: 
City Financial Plan by Mark R Fuller
The Common Council of 

the City held their monthly 
meeting at City Hall on 
Tuesday night, August 5. 
Following the pledge of Al-
legiance and the approval 
of the Consent Agenda, the 
Council moved into the 
business of the evening. 
First on the Agenda was a 

presentation by Sean Lentz, 
Senior Municipal Advisor 
with Ehlers, calling for an 
update to the City’s 2023 Fi-
nancial Management Plan. 
His presentation included a 

review of projects, debt ser-
vice schedules, debt levy im-
pact, borrowing capacity, and 
overall levy impact.  The sug-
gested update provided sub-
stantial changes in the project 
list from the 2023 plan with 
total project costs essentially 
the same, excluding some 
new TID 9 expenses.   
These changes result in sub-

stantially more infrastructure 
improvements than planned 
for in 2023, but funded with 
the same amount of planned 
expenditures. New additions 
include 1st & Marshall, Hwy 
63 curb, gutter and sidewalk, 
and Mill Hill. The realloca-
tion also addresses City ga-
rage repairs and expansion of 
infrastructure in the industrial 
park. 
All the projects require is-

suing over $6.5 million in 
new debt, structured to meet 
the objectives of limiting to-
tal tax levy increases to CPI, 
a reasonable level of general 
obligation borrowing, and an 
unassigned fund balance of 
approximately 20 percent.
The next identified large 

capital project will be con-
struction of a new city garage.  
This is currently outside the 
scope of the 2025 updated 
plan with scheduled repairs 
to the current structure ex-
tending the useable life of the 
building until construction 
can be handled within the 
city budget.
The presentation also dis-

cussed how both TID 8 and 
TID 9 performance will af-

fect the plan.  With both cur-
rently having very positive 
projections, the end of their 
terms around 2038-2039 will 
provide a significant boost in 
tax revenue.  
Following discussion, May-

or Shoemaker and Council 
indicated their plans to con-
tinue using a high level of fi-
duciary responsibility, careful 
planning and diligent project 
management to maintain a 
healthy overall financial posi-
tion. With this, the update to 
the 2023 City Financial Plan 
was fully endorsed by the 
Council and passed unani-
mously.
Further financial issues han-

dled by the Council included 
passing a proposal for a full 
property assessment for the 
city in 2026 with a mainte-
nance proposal in 2027. This 
completes a requirement, 
putting the City in full com-
pliance with the State. 
They also passed an amend-

ed City Organizational Chart, 
reflecting  recent modest 
changes of personnel, while 
also unanimously authoriz-
ing a donation request of 
$3500 from the Chamber for 
the recently completed 4th of 
July Fireworks, which had 
been previously budgeted by 
the Council. 
Moving on to a Public Safe-

ty item, the Council passed 
a written formal agreement 
with the School District, 
continuing a proactive joint 
program for a Police School 
Liaison Officer covering 
responsibilities, working 
schedule, and allocation of 
cost. As stated, the purpose of 
the agreement is to continue 
enhancing the safety and se-
curity of the city schools.
The evenings final Agenda 

items involved Utility con-
cerns and request.
Among payments final-

ized by the Council were 
payment No. 1 to the Simon 
Electric Construction Com-
pany for work on the Main 
Street Lighting Project and 
payments to both Olympic 

Builders and CTW for work 
on Well #6. A further pay-
ment to DeSantis Excavating 
for work on the Island Av-
enue Water Main Extension 
was also disbursed. 
The final Public works re-

quest discussed and remit-
ted for payment were for a 
SCADA computer rebuild 
from Energenics and to Staab 
Construction for Grit Screen 
Repairs, while also discuss-
ing and passing a Water Tow-
er Radio Equipment Lease 
Agreement with the Fire Dis-
trict.
Moving on to Committee 

Reports, Alderperson Kelly 
Cady covered a number of 
Library items from an ongo-
ing review of policies to the 
large number of users, while 
Alderperson Michael Cifaldi 
covered the continuing re-
search into the Tourist Park 
and Eagle Point projects.
Ward 3 Alderman Jim 

Schullo discussed Golf 
Course happenings and gave 
a City Housing update, Chief 
Wolfe gave the Council in-
formation on recent police 
activities, and 4th Ward Al-
derperson Doris Laursen 
covered the recent Annual 
Lake District Meeting attend-
ed by some 70 individuals. 
Finally, Craig Turcott have 

a Utility update saying in-
stallation of the poles for 
the new Street Lights should 
begin this week and “Hope-
fully be done by Rutabaga.” 
He further discussed the re-
cent Open House at the new 
Utility Shop, the beginning 
of the Hines Lakeview proj-
ect, and  testing and treat-
ment options at Well #6 say-
ing work was still ongoing 
and, “We don’t have a good 
well yet.”
City Administrator Randy 

Reeg concluded the evening 
by discussing an easement 
situation at the airport. The 
Council then took a motion 
to adjourn with the next full 
Common Council Meeting 
set for Tuesday, September 
2nd.
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“Midwest ‘startup city’ rankings show Wisconsin on emerging path”
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✍ Letters to the Editor: The 
Cumberland      Advocate wel-
comes letters to the editor, 500 
words or less on subjects of 
interest to our readers, however, 
the choice of any material is at 
the discretion of the editor. Let-
ters are limited to one per month 
per person.Letters endorsing or 
criticizing candidates for elected 
office will not be published two 
weeks prior to the election. 

The editor also reserves 
the right to edit letters to meet 
space requirements, clarify, or 
to avoid obscenity, libel, or inva-
sion of privacy. All letters must 
bear the handwritten signature 
of the writer and include the 
address and phone number(s) 
for verification purposes.

Poetry and thank you letters 
are not appropriate. There will 
be a charge for letters of thank 
you from individuals and they 
will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
2:00 p.m. on 

Friday

MEMBER OF
WISCONSIN NEWSPAPER 

ASSOCIATION 

The reason for this policy is the number 
of such letters received and the potential for 
campaigns to inundate the editorial page 
with letters on behalf of their candidates.
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MADISON, Wis. – Chanc-
es are you have never heard 
of Cove, Mumbies, Service 
ID or Vitaminis, but if the 
owners and supporters of 
those four young compa-
nies are successful, those 
might be familiar names 
in the years ahead.
 All four were par-

ticipants in this week’s 
“Mentor Swarm” in Mad-
ison, held by gener8tor 
to solicit advice for their 
summer cohort of startups 
that hail from Wisconsin 
and beyond. I was part of 
that mentoring session, 
which involved compa-
nies with embedded fin-
tech workflows (Cove); 
all-natural dog chews 
and snacks (Mumbies); 
machine learning to help 
utilities identify lead ser-
vice lines (Service ID); 
and shelf-stable “juice 
shots” for immune sup-
port, gut health and more 
(Vitaminis).
 It was a cross-section 

that illustrated startups in 
Wisconsin and across the 
Midwest reflect a range 
of business sectors – and 
that it takes some nurtur-
ing to get them out of the 
starting blocks and across 
a finish line. Two recent-
ly released reports help to 
make the case.
 One was “The Wiscon-

sin Portfolio,” an annual 
publication that tracks 
early stage investment 

trends statewide. Chart-
ing 2024 data, the report 
by the Wisconsin Tech-
nology Council showed 
investing by angels and 
venture capitalists was 
down last year (at least 
$374 million in 92 deals) 
but there was a trend to-
ward some larger checks 
and more out-of-state in-
vestors.
 Wisconsin’s recent ex-

perience in angel and 
venture capital has large-
ly reflected national and 
regional trends, with 
2021 and 2022 being the 
biggest investment years 
on record and notice-
able falloffs beginning in 
2023.
 The other was the 

“2025 Midwest Startup 
Rankings” from M25 a 
10-year-old venture capi-
tal firm in Chicago. It 
covered the top 64 cities 
in 15 states with data that 
produced an overall rank-
ing for each.
 Some cities were not 

surprising, given their 
populations if nothing 
else. The top four were 
Chicago, Minneapolis, 
Indianapolis, Pittsburgh 
and their metropolitan 
areas. There were some 
notable moves from the 
2024 report, however.
 Jumping to fifth place 

was Ann Arbor, Mich., 
which was tied with Mad-
ison in the No. 7 spot a 

year ago. Madison fell 
two spots to ninth with 
Columbus, Ohio; Detroit, 
Mich.; and St. Louis, 
Mo.; in sixth, seventh 
and eighth, respectively. 
All three states actively 
support venture capital 
investments through state 
matching funds, which 
the Wisconsin Legisla-
ture has yet to do in a ma-
jor way.
 There was some good 

news, with six other Wis-
consin cities at showing 
up on the list of 64.
 The Milwaukee area 

rose one spot to 14, fol-
lowed by Green Bay (41), 
the Fox Cities region 
(44), Eau Claire (45), Be-
loit (50) and La Crosse 
(56). About half were up 
in rank compared with 
2024, the rest were un-
changed or dropped.
 Business consultant 

Tim Tesch of Brookfield 
noted the tight grouping 
of cities in Milwaukee’s 
cohort and the region’s 
ability to rise in such 
rankings if it leverages 
existing resources a bit 
better.
 “… Milwaukee ranks 

#7 in angel investors, #8 
in VCs, and #5 in accel-
erators (and) incubators,” 
Tesch wrote. “However, 
we have the smallest 
number of deals per VC 
among the top 20 con-
tenders. Our score in this 

category is 6.2, which 
is the only single-digit 
score. This suggests we 
have a strong foundation 
but aren’t fully leverag-
ing it to generate a higher 
volume of deals.”
 Also notable in the M25 

rankings was the power 
of academia. In almost 
every Wisconsin case, 
there are public or private 
universities in each town 
to help provide research, 
talent or both. The same 
was true with other states 
measured through the sur-
vey, especially in cities 
ranked among the top 25.
 “It was the best of times; 

it was the worst of times,” 
concluded Victor Gut-
wein of M25. “These two 
phrases are loud and clear 
across the startup and VC 
world right now and the Mid-
west is no exception. In one 
corner we have buzzy, mega 
rounds for high-flying AI and 
robotics companies while in 
the other we find a prolonged 
retreat of venture funding, deal 
counts and unicorn creation.”
 Both reports suggest Wis-

consin is poised to be more 
of a startup producer, even in 
a tough environment. There’s 
also plenty of competition out 
there, so it’s not a good time to 
ease up on the accelerator.
 Still is president of the Wis-

consin Technology Council. 
He can be reached at tstill@
wisconsintechnologycoun-
cil.com.

I have to start this weeks column with a big 
THANK YOU to Larry Werner for writing his 
column Northwoods Notebook and other stories 
he has written for over the last decade. Here was 
this guy, who walked into my office, after moving 
to Cumberland, wanting to write a column in the 
Cumberland Advocate. He said he “used” to write 
for the Minneapolis Star Tribune and wanted to 
write a few stories for the Advocate. Well little 
did I know, it would turn into 10 plus years when 
I said, “sure”. Often times his column is about 
the music scene here in Cumberland, including 
the Island City Music Concert Series. He was in-
strumental in starting the music series seven years 
ago, I believe. Larry is also a big part of the ETC 
and played a big role in helping to fundraise to 
add a new handicapped accessible bathroom and 
a new roof at the Ruppel Family Theater. No 
doubt Larry is passionate about the Arts. As with 
anyone who writes for a newspaper, some folks 
may not always like what you did or did not write 
about. Guess what?  That’s ok. If we all liked the 
same things, it would be awful boring. It takes 
courage to put your name on something. I sure re-
member my dads column, “For What It’s Worth” 
and people getting upset at some things he wrote. 
Boy how times have changed with social media 
and such. Heaven forbid your “opinion” is not the 
same as others. Anyway Larry, thank you for the 
past decade and enjoy some new found time with 
the grand kids and family.

-0-
Thank you also goes out to John and Sandi 

Peichel for 26 years of helping to get kids home 
safely on the bus. That’s a big job. Hopefully the 
fish are biting. Best wishes to Sam Motzer  and 
Nikki Gilbertson, the new owners of the Cumber-
land Bus Garage.

-0-
What an absolute terror the Milwaukee Brewers 

are on. On May 24th, the Brewers were 25-28. 
Since that date, the Crew is an astonishing 48-16, 
12 games better than the second best team in the 
National League. Will that pace continue, prob-
ably not, but it doesn’t have to. Just play solid ball 
until playoff time and take you swing at the big 
prize. You want to be playing your best at the end. 

-0-
It won’t be long now and high school sports will 

be back in the spotlight. I for one am ready to see 
the kids back in action. Teams have now started 
practice for the upcoming season. The football 
team only has 29 kids out for the 2025 season. 
That is a little disappointing for sure. It wasn’t 
that long ago that we would have 40 or 50 or more 
players out. A sad sign of the times I guess. Hey, 
hey, Rutabaga is next week! Have a great week. Look Back, August 1981

The “Swedish Turnip,” 
one of the Island City’s 
claims to fame, is better 
known as the rutabaga.
Dubbed the Swedish 

Turnip because of its 
northern European ori-
gin, the vegetable may 
have come to Cumber-
land as early as 1874 
with the first Swedish 
settlers, Gunder Dahlby, 
O.A, Titum and C.C. 
Clausen, and their wives.
Rutabagas grow best 

on newly-broken soil, 
and ideal crop for farm-
ers just starting out. The 
bagas were first grown as 
cattle feed and home use.
The Cumberland Cen-

tennial book says “farm-
ers would store some of 
the rutabagas for their 
own winter use, and then 
haul the balance of their 
crop to Cumberland with 
a wagon team of horses.” 
The Miller-Waterman 

Co, and the S.W. Hines 
Mercantile Co, were the 
principal buyers of early 
bagas. But rutabagas did 
not constitute the main 
produce handled by the 
two firms. In 1900 S.W. 
Hines bought out Miller-
Waterman firm becoming 
purveyor of rutabagas in 
Wisconsin.
Originally the rutabagas 

were shipped out by rail 
in the same condition as 
they were taken from the 
field. 
Bert Hines became a 

sort innovator with ruta-
bagas. He began washing 
the vegetables as they 
came in from the field 
and later developed a 
method by which the ru-
tabaga could be coated in 
wax.
Dennis Kraft, owner 

of Island City Produce, 
purchased the Hines Co 
about seven years ago.
The waxing method de-

veloped by Hines, was 
the forerunner of the 
t h e r m o s t a t i c a l y - c o n -
trolled tank in use today 
at Island City Produce.
Stanley Motycka, a for-

mer Hines employee, and 
now with Kraft, has been 
handling rutabagas for 
more than 40 years. 
He recalls when Ger-

man prisoners of war 
were used to pick the 
rutabagas back in 1944. 
They were kept in bar-
racks at Rice Lake when 
they were done for the 
day. After the bagas 
were picked, they were 
topped by women. Now, 
rutabagas are picked by 
machine. They are still 
topped by hand, but now 
they move past workers 
on a conveyor  belt. Kraft 
first tried to use a potato 
picker to dig bagas but 
switched to a beet picker 
because it retrieves less 
dirt than rock.
Kraft harvests some 

of the rutabagas from 
property he owns along 

the Rabbit Trail, the re-
mained comes from rent-
ed acreage. Kraft said 
rutabagas grown too far 
east or south don’t seem 
to have the flavor of 
those grown in other ar-
eas around Cumberland. 
Other area producing 
considerable amounts of 
rutabagas are New Rich-
mond and Fridley, MN. 
Most rutabagas are now 
grown in Canada.
In fact, Kraft gets his 

seed from Canada, at a 
cost of $6 a pound plus 
duties and freight costs.
The market price for 

the vegetable ranges 
from $12 a hundred for 
the smaller bagas to $8 
a hundred for the larg-
er variety. Kraft said 
the biggest rutabaga 
to go through his plant 
weighed 22 pounds.
Attempts to market 

rutabagas in a diced, 
frozen package never 
panned out, and all bagas 
processed at Island City 
Produce are sold as fresh 
produce. Kraft also han-
dles other types of fresh 
produce, including pota-
toes, onions and squash. 
When Hines Co., was op-

erating at its peak, it har-
vested approximately 400 
acres. Now, Kraft is getting 
about the same amount of 
produce from 95 acres in 
the surrounding area.

Date Hi   Lo    Prec         
7/17        82     65       -
7/18        82     66   Trace
7/19        79     68      -   
7/20        87     65   1.15”  
7/21        73     58   0.33”
7/22        75     55     -
7/23        75     56     -

WEATHER

Date      Hi     Lo   Rain
7/20      89     69     1.16” 
7/21      93    67       -
7/22      83    64     -
7/23      88     66       - 
7/24      79     57     0.59” 
7/25      77    59      -
7/26      83    60       -

WEATHER

Date      Hi        Lo         Precip.
07/26    72       55          0.00
07/27    73       58          0.12
07/28    76       54          0.00 
07/29    70       55          0.01
07/30    73       56          0.00
07/31    82       60          0.00
08/01    80       61          0.24
Temperature and precipita-
tion readings are taken at 
7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are provided 

by the  
Cumberland Utility Office.

Temperature 
and precipita-
tion readings are 
taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 
24 hours and are 
provided by 
the Cumberland 
Utility Office.

      2025 BAGA

WEATHER

August, 2009 Average 
Temperature:

65.20 degrees - 2.60 
degrees below normal

Precip. 5.78"
1.19" above 

normal

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation readings are 
taken at 7 a.m. for the previous 24 hours and 
are provided by the  Cumberland Utility Office.

degree sign option 0

Temperature and 
precipitation 

readings are taken at 
7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are provided 

by the  
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 

provided by the  
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation 
reading are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 
provided by the  Cumberland 

Utility Office.

Date      Hi     Lo     Precip. 
7/24      78    60          - 
7/25      82    60          -
7/26      80    62          - 
7/27      82    62       0.16” 
7/28      81    62           - 
7/29      77    61        0.66”
7/30      74    54            -

WEATHER
Date      Hi        Lo     Precip. 
7/31      72       51         -
8/1        75       53          -      
8/2        81       58          -
8/3        82       63          - 
8/4        85       62          -
8/5        83       64         
8/6        77       59         0.33” 
Temperature and precipita-
tion readings are taken at 
7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are  provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.     

Date    Hi       Lo     Precip.  
08/05  73      61    0.00
08/06  79      61    0.00
08/07  77      64    0.00
08/08  84      66    0.00
08/09  85      64    0.36
08/10  77      65    0.18
08/11  80      60    0.00

WEATHER
Date      Hi     Lo  Precip. 
7/10       78    67    0.65” 
7/11       74    59     0.02”
7/12       77    58        -
7/13       85     63        -
7/14       80    63        - 
7/15       86    65     0.53”
7/16       87    65     0.68”

Temperature and 
precipitation 

readings are taken 
at 7 a.m. for 

the previous 24 
hours and are 

provided by the  
Cumberland Utility 

Office.

2019

 2019

2015

2019

WEATHER
Date      Hi        Lo     Precip. 
8/6        79       57          -
8/7        82       59          -      
8/8        81       61           -
8/9        84       61          - 
8/10      82       63        0.02” 
8/11      84       62        0.30
8/12     72       56         0.87

2014

Temperature and 
precipitation 
readings are 

taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 
24 hours and 

are provided by 
the Cumberland 

Utility Office.

2019

2022

Construction Update...
tion of the new light poles, 
which is now ongoing, 
concrete will be virtu-
ally the sole focus for the 
next several weeks. Final 
utility adjustments, final 
blacktop installation and 
final painting will follow 
right after the concrete 

work.
Next week will be a short 

week for the construction  
crews due to  Rutabaga 
Festival. Everyone is com-
mitted to getting as much 
of the remaining work done 
as possible before festivities 
kick off.
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JR FIX-IT
    CUMBERLAND TIRE

TIRES - BRAKES 
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE

OPENING MARCH 3
HOURS: Monday - Friday 

8:30 am - 5:00 pm
TIRES • BRAKES 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
& MORE!!!

     JR FIX-IT
CUMBERLAND TIRE

715-671-0334

715-671-0334

1060 ELM ST. - CUMBERLAND, WI

1060 ELM ST. - CUMBERLAND, WI

 715-
671-0334

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

“Let Our Family Help Yours”

Lars H. Loberg Robert L. Loberg Jens H. Loberg

Family Law • Estate Planning
Real Estate • Personal Injury

Criminal Law  • OWI
715-273-5072

1397 Second Ave. • Cumberland
Sharing Office Space with Lakes Title

loberglawoffice.com

Historic downtown
building FOR SALE!

Building only!
Former bank and current 
Cumberland Advocate 

building.

Call-715-822-4469

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Brandon C. Melton, 30, 

Shell Lake, operate with 
restricted controlled sub-
stance, $1,529.00. Ashley 
M. Meyer, 37, Rice Lake, 
operating while revoked, 
$516.00. Michael J. Pal-
ma, 32, Cameron, OWI, 
$1,585.50. Said A. Ali, 35, 
Barron, speeding, $175.30. 
Susan M. Amick, 57, Bruce, 
operate without required 
lamps lighted, $162.70. 
Eric C. Beachy, 28, Chetek, 
failure to stop at stop sign, 
$17.30. Peter W. Blaser, 
61, Rice Lake, operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Jonathan 
P. Chamba-Morocho, 29, 
Cumberland, operate with-
out a valid license, $200.50 
and operating a motor ve-
hicle without insurance, 
$200.50. Sara A. Haas, 47, 
Chetek, operating left of 
center, $213.10 and operat-
ing a motor vehicle without 
insurance, $200.50. Taurean 
M. Hansen, 43, Cameron, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Alec G. Johnson 
, 38, Chetek, speeding, 
$175.30. Tyler J. Johnson, 
22, Cornell, non-registra-
tion of vehicle, $175.30. 
Mathew J. Jorgenson, 31, 
Tomah, operating while 
revoked, $200.50. Chris-
topher M. Karpowicz, 44, 
Rice Lake, refuse to take 
test for intoxication after 
arrest, $50.00. Arabella R. 
Kringle, 18, Cameron, in-
attentive driving, $187.90. 
Jessica A. Krueger, 36, 
Cumberland, operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Benjamin 
G. Leach, 44, Minneapolis, 
MN., failure to stop at a 
stop sign, $175.30. Peyton 
M. Lemsky, 17, Roverts, 
OWI, $936.50. William J. 
Lindsley, 50, Cumberland, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Natalie A. Lok-
ken, 18, Baldwin, speeding, 
$225.70. Kayle M. Maling, 
32, Hastings, MN., speed-
ing, $225.70. Abigail J. 
Medeiros, 42, Comstock, 
operating while suspended, 
$200.50. Jayden A. Mor-
row, 20, Hudson, speed-
ing, $175.30. Alexandrae 
R. Neibauer, 31, Chetek, 
speeding, $175.30. Joseph 
R. Newbauer, 42, Clayton, 
fail to stop for unload-
ing school bus, $676.50. 
Thomas L. Olson, 50, 
Birchwood, speeding, 
$225.70. Glenn N. Pfendt, 
74, Florence, KY., vehicle 
passenger failure to wear 
a seat belt, $10.00. Abi-
gail L. Russell, 21, Turtle 
Lake, operating a motor 
vehicle without proof of 
insurance, $10.00. Belinda 
F. Singh, 65, Appleton, op-
erating while suspended, 
$200.50. Elliot N. Smola, 
26, Cumberland, speed-
ing, $200.50. Preston J. 
Sullivan, 17, Hayward, 

operating a motor vehicle 
without proof of insurance, 
$10.00. Janice J. Thron, 68, 
Stillwater, MN., speeding, 
$175.30. Jorge Tzompax-
tle-Garcia, 21, Alma, OWI, 
$1,081.00, operate without 
a valid license, $200.50 and 
non-registration of vehicle, 
$175.30. Christopher J. Vil-
liard, 29, Rice Lake, speed-
ing, $225.70. Freddy J. Za-
hara, 61, Mondovi, unsafe 
lane deviation, $175.30. 
Kimberli A. Zinsmaster, 
43, Rice Lake, operating a 
motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50.

          D.N.R.
 Chloe E. Krahn, 29, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with fail/carry boat floata-
tion devices. Her court date 
is scheduled for September 
17, 2025.
Gavin W. Staudacher, 18, 

of Altura, MN., has been 
charged with jet ski-violate 
slow-no-wake requirement. 
His court date is scheduled 
for September 17, 2025.
Gabriel W. Lebeau, 17, 

of Jackson, WI., has been 
charged with fail to carry 
or exhibit valid proof of 
safety certificate when 
operating motorboat. His 
court date is scheduled for 
September 17, 2025. 
Jackson C. Schultheis, 19, 

of Maple Grove, MN., has 
been charged with personal 
watercraft-operate without 
floatation device. His court 
date is scheduled for Sep-
tember 17, 2025.

   Complaints 
Michael W. Rihn, 49, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with littering-deposit large 
item in highway/water/
property. His court date is 
scheduled for September 
17, 2025.
Tyler J. Hill, 34, of River 

Falls, has been charged 
with operate ATV or UTV 
without required headgear. 
His court date is scheduled 
for September 17, 2025.
Heidi N. Baker, 38, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct 
and domestic abuse. Her 
court trial is scheduled for 
September 15, 2025.
Steven W. Martinson, 

23, of Hayward, has been 
charged with possession of 
marijuana and possession 
of methamphetamine. His 
court date was scheduled 
for August 4, 2025.
Jenny A. Macho, 54, of 

Hillsdale, has been charged 
with operate ATV on road-
way by person under the 
age of 16. Her court date 
is scheduled for September 
17, 2025.
Mackenzie M. Edwards, 

24, of Hastings, MN., has 
been charged with pos-
session of marijuana and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. Her court date 
is scheduled for August 13, 
2025.
Kelly P. Picknell, 44, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with criminal dam-
age to property and domes-

tic abuse. Her court date 
was scheduled for August 
6, 2025.
James E. Johnson, 46, 

of Turtle Lake, has been 
charged with possession 
of drug paraphernalia. His 
court date is scheduled for 
October 15, 2025.

Criminal
Traffic

Melinda J. Juleen, 44, of 
Luck, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked and ignition inter-
lock device tampering/fail-
ure to install/violate court 
order. Her adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Antonio R. Gonazles, 

20, of Chetek, has been 
charged with ignition in-
terlock device tampering/
failure to install/violate 
court order. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Mary M. Chandler, 42, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with operating 
with PAC, operating while 
revoked and ignition in-
terlock device tampering/
failure to install/violate 
court order.  Her initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Alexander M. Quinche, 

23, of Almena, has been 
charged with operate with-
out a valid license and op-
erating while revoked. His 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for August 13, 2025.
Juan P. Trevino, 38, of 

Almena, has been charged 
with operate without a 
valid license. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Pedro A. Lopez-Santos, 

30, of Barron, has been 
charged with operating 
while revoked and ignition 
interlock device tamper-
ing/failure to install/violate 
court order. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Storm L. Thayer, 19, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked and ignition inter-
lock device tampering/
failure to install/violate 
court order. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.

Criminal
Complaints

Katie L. Payton, 39, of 
Chetek, has been charged 
with encouraging parole/
probation violation and re-
sisting or obstructing an of-
ficer. Her adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
September 3, 2025.
Skylar E. Zimit, 31, of 

Cumberland, has been 
charged with carry a con-
cealed weapon. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for August 13, 
2025.
Asia D. Merrill, 33, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with resisting/failing to 
stop, repeater, operate with 
restricted controlled sub-

stance, OWI, operating 
while revoked and ignition 
interlock device tamper-
ing/failure to install/violate 
court order.      
Her initial appearance is 
scheduled for September 
24, 2025.
McKinley K. Conito, 20, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with disorderly 
conduct and domestic 
abuse. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Stephanie D. Wyatt, 

38, no address, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and pos-
session of drug parapher-
nalia. Her adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
September 3, 2025.
Steven L. Anderson, 45, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with OWI. His 
sentencing hearing is 
scheduled for October 13, 
2025.
Tanner S. Nadeau, 32, of 

Dallas, has been charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine. His ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for August 13, 
2025.
Stacy A. Vandevrede, 47, 

of Amery, has been charged 
with possession of meth-
amphetamine and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. 
Her adjourned initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Benjamin D. Blomberg, 

26, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with use or possess 
with intent to use masking 
agent. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Lucas M. Usselman, 38, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and par-
ty to a crime. His adjourned 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for August 13, 2025.
Carl A. Reidell, 24, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine and par-
ty to a crime. His adjourned 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for August 13, 2025.
Segundo V. Macas-Chun-

cho, 36, of Spring Val-
ley, has been charged with 
misappropriate ID info, 
OWI and operating while 
revoked. His preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for Au-
gust13, 2025.
Alexus M. Olson, 25, of 

Maiden Rock, has been 
charged with possession of 
methamphetamine, OWI, re-
sisting or obstructing an of-
ficer, possession of THC and 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia. Her adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
August 13, 2025.
Asa D. Merrill, 33, of Chet-

ek, has been charged with 
resist officer-failure to stop 
vehicle, operating with re-
stricted controlled substance 
in blood, operating a motor 
vehicle while under the in-
fluence, operating a motor 
vehicle while revoked, and 

failure to install ignition in-
terlock device. 
A deputy with the Barron 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, reports on July 16, 
2024, he was on duty and 
at approximately 11:10 am, 
he observed a vehicle trav-
eling near County Highway 
M and 23rd Street. The dep-
uty reports he verified the 
registration on the vehicle 
belonged to Merrill, the de-
fendant. The deputy reports 
he was familiar with Merrill 
and Merrill had a revoked 
driver’s license. The deputy 
reports he turned around and 
attempted to catch up to the 
vehicle. The deputy reports 
he activated his emergency 
lights in an attempt to stop 
the vehicle. The deputy re-
ports the vehicle failed to 
stop and the deputy then 
used his audible siren mul-
tiple times while follow-
ing the vehicle. The deputy 
reports the vehicle contin-
ued southbound on County 
Highway M and continued 
to fail to stop for his emer-
gency lights and siren. The 
deputy reports he notified 
Barron County Dispatch 
that the vehicle was failing 
to stop. The deputy reports 
the vehicle then turned east 
on County Highway M and 
continued at approximately 
42 miles an hour, again fail-
ing to stop for the deputy’s 
emergency lights and siren. 
The deputy reports he was 
able to observe the driver of 
the vehicle and he believed 
that person to be Merrill, 
who had a revoked driver’s 
license.
The deputy reports the ve-

hicle continued eastbound 
on County Highway M and 
then turned south on 22 1/2 
Avenue. The deputy reports 
the speed limit in this area 
was 25 miles an hour and 
the vehicle was traveling 
between 20 and 23 miles 
per hour. The deputy reports 
the vehicle was still failing 
to stop for his emergency 
lights and siren and there 
were multiple pedestrians 
in the area at that time. The 
deputy reports at one point 
he got alongside the ve-
hicle and the vehicle sped 
up and was traveling at ap-
proximately 35 miles per 
hour. The deputy reports he 
observed the vehicle turn on 
its right blinker and turn into 
the address at 1890 22 1/2 
Street. The deputy reports 
the driveway area that the 
vehicle pulled into appeared 
to be a residence with mul-
tiple driveways off of it. The 
deputy reports the vehicle 
began slowing and pulling 
into the residence towards 
the left. The deputy reports 
he feared the driver would 
attempt to flee.
The deputy reports he used 

his squad vehicle to make 
contact with the driver’s 
door to pin the door shut. 
The deputy reports the driver 
of the vehicle was observed 
to be Merrill, and Merrill ini-
tially complied with the dep-
uty’s commands. The deputy 
reports Merrill began yelling 
at the deputy to shoot. The 

deputy reports while speak-
ing with Merrill through an 
open window, he smelled the 
strong odor of burning mari-
juana emanating from the 
vehicle. The deputy reports 
Merrill made a comment 
about having marijuana in 
the vehicle and the deputy 
was able to see him smok-
ing what appeared to be a 
marijuana roach. The deputy 
reports Merrill refused to 
exit the vehicle and stated he 
would not comply until the 
deputy retrieved his NAPCH 
Certified K9 from his squad 
vehicle and again issued 
Merrill commands to exit 
the vehicle. The deputy re-
ports additional units arrived 
and handcuffed Merrill. The 
deputy reports a subsequent 
search of the vehicle did not 
turn up an illegal items and 
the deputy believed Mer-
rill most likely ingested the 
marijuana cigarette.
The deputy reports another 

deputy transported Merrill to 
a nearby hospital. The dep-
uty reports he read Merrill 
the Informing the Accused 
form and Merrill advised 
he was willing to submit to 
an evidentiary chemical test 
of his blood. The deputy re-
ports he mailed the blood kit 
prior to the end of his shift. 
The deputy reports Merrill 
was transported to the Bar-
ron County Jail for charges 
of OWI 2nd, operating with 
a revoked driver’s license, 
failure to install an IID and 
vehicle operator flee/elude 
an officer. 
The deputy reports on 

January 21, 2025, the Bar-
ron County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment received a lab report 
from the Wisconsin State 
Laboratory of Hygiene re-
garding the blood sample 
that was given by Merrill. 
The report indicated an etha-
nol content of 0.030 g/100 
ml and also indicated a Delta 
9 THC result of 14 ng/ml, 
and a Carboxy THC result of 
69 ng/ml. 
If convicted resist officer-

failure to stop vehicle, Mer-
rill may be fined not more 
than $10,000 or impris-
oned for not more than nine 
months or both. For oper-
ating with restricted con-
trolled substance in blood, 
he may be fined not less 
than $350 nor more than 
$1,1000 and imprisoned 
for not less than five days 
nor more than six months. 
For operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the in-
fluence, he may be fined 
not less than $350 nor 
more than $1,100 and im-
prisoned for not less than 
five days nor more than 
six months. For operate 
a motor vehicle while re-
voked, he may be fined 
not more than $2,500 or 
imprisoned for not more 
than one year. For failure 
to install ignition interlock 
device, he may be fine not 
less than $150 nor more 
than $600 or may be im-
prisoned  for not more than 
six months. His initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
September 24, 2025.
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Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave • Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Thank you for supporting these 
local professionals
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Turtle Lake Clinic
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Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Thank you for 
supporting these 
local professionals

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Pat’s Heating 
& Cooling
Furnace, AC,

boiler replacement 
and repair. 

OVER 20 Years 
Experience 

715-641-2476

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Paint and Stain * Wallpaper Removal * 
Power Washing * Interior & Exterior

715-651-8667
715-308-3219

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Edge of Color LLC

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233

p o w e r  &  l i g h t

715-293-4823
Valentino Torres

OBITUARIES

Karen S. Dague
Karen Sonja Dague, age 

86 of Cumberland, went to 
Heaven on Friday, August 1, 
2025 at her home.  She was 
born on Christmas Day, 1938 
in Cumberland, WI to Birger 
and Agnes (Wolke) Johnson.  

Karen was a member of 
the Cumberland High School 
graduating class of 1957.  In 
1961, she went on to receive 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Phys-
ical Education with a minor 
in Journalism from Macal-
ester College in St. Paul, MN.  
Upon graduation, she taught 
in the Des Moines, IA public 
school system as a middle 
school Physical Education 
teacher.  Later she served as a 
teacher’s aide and long-term 
substitute teacher for the 
Cumberland School system.  

She married Lowell Da-
gue at the Cumberland First 
United Methodist Church on 
August 19, 1961.  Lowell 
and Karen had two daugh-

ters, Laura and Lisa.  Karen 
was a very devoted wife 
and mother.  She served as 
a Brownie and Girl Scout 
Leader.  She also served her 
community as a member of 
the Jaycettes and Women’s 
Club.  She was active at her 
church through First United 
Methodist Women serving 
many years as treasurer.  A 
proud accomplishment of 
hers was founding the Island 
City Piecemakers.  The Is-
land City Piecemakers is an 
ecumenical quilting group 
whose mission is to create 
and donate quilts to the com-
munity including Project 
Santa and quilts for veterans, 
nursing homes, fire victims, 
and raffles. The group re-
cently celebrated their 20th 
Anniversary.  

Her favorite pastime was 
spending time with her fam-
ily.  She also enjoyed trave-
ling, quilting and water 
sports.  She was part of the 
Cumberland Ladie’s Golf 
League and Couple’s Golf 
League for many years.  
While wintering in Texas, 
she had a hole in one.  Karen 
and Lowell were also mem-
bers of various bridge clubs.  
She loved tending to her 
flowers and gardening.  She 
also loved cheering for the 
Minnesota Vikings.  

She is survived by her 
husband of 64 years, Lowell, 

of Cumberland; daughters, 
Laura (George) Metropulos 
of Rice Lake and Lisa (Mike) 
McBrayer of Amery; grand-
children, George (Emily), 
Jared (Michaela), Trevor, 
Sam (Lauren) Metropulos, 
and Connor (Kylie), and 
Ryan McBrayer; great-
grandchildren, George, Ceci-
ly, Jace, and Corrie Metropu-
los.

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Birger and 
Agnes Johnson; brothers, 
Harold (Bernice) and Rich-
ard (Helen) Johnson; and sis-
ter, Lorraine (Jim) Drake.  

A visitation will be held 
from 4-7PM on Thursday, 
August 21, 2025 at the First 
United Methodist Church in 
Cumberland.

A Christian funeral ser-
vice will be held at 11AM 
on Friday, August 22, 2025 
at the First United Methodist 
Church in Cumberland with 
Pastor Adelbert Frejas offi-
ciating.  A visitation will be 
held at the church one hour 
prior to the service.

Private interment will be 
held at Lakeside Cemetery, 
Cumberland.  

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.  

I’m shot – didn’t get 
much sleep last night, so if 
you see any errors in this 
letter, I’ll blame it on being 
tired.  The reason for the bad 
night was our smoke/car-
bon monoxide alarm.  We 
went to bed at a reasonable 
hour, 10:00, and at about 
11:30 the silly alarm went 
off indicating a fire.  Well, 
I don’t think anyone could 
possibly sleep through that 
noise.  We got up and could 
not see anything out of the 
ordinary, I checked every 
plug-in in the basement and 
upstairs, and nothing was 
smoking or hot.  We decid-
ed it was a false alarm, but, 
when a person is awakened 
by an alarm, it is very hard 
to get to sleep again.  So, 
we sat up and read for a 
couple of hours, went back 
to bed, and the alarm went 
off again.  I checked again – 
nothing.  But sleep was over 
for the night.  

Our neighbors did have 
a bonfire yesterday even-
ing, and I wonder if, maybe, 
some of the smoke from 
that fire was causing the 
alarm.  If it happens again, 
we will have to buy a new 
alarm.  Not going to go 
through that again. 

Jesse, Rachel and Curt 
Adams, Wendy Coss, Jerry 
Marsh and Jodi Ladd, and 
their friends, Bob and Deb 
have returned from a fun-
filled week at the motorcy-
cle rally in Sturgis, South 
Dakota.  They trailer their 
bikes out, but do a lot of rid-
ing and sight-seeing while 
they are there.  Jerry said 
that they put on about 500 
miles just riding around this 
year.  Actually, the Sturgis 
area is beautiful, but I think 
I would prefer to go there 

when there aren’t so many 
people milling around.

Tina Anderson and a 
friend had breakfast at the 
Red Brick on Sunday morn-
ing.  Tina said that the food 
was delicious – she had 
a taco omelet which she 
would highly recommend – 
and that they had a very nice 
time eating and chatting.

Everything in our garden 
is ready for harvest – except 
the tomatoes, which are just 
now turning a light pink 
color.  We have so many cu-
cumbers that I am trying to 
give them away.  Geri Pitt-
man, who makes the most 
delicious home-made pick-
les in the world, has already 
picked as many as she needs 
this year, so I can’t get rid 
of any more of them that 
way.  I did pick some and 
took over to Curt and Wen-
dy, and they said they will 
take more in about a week, 
but – if you are interested, 
they are the English style 
long cucumbers, they are so 
much more delicious than 
those a person can buy at 
the grocery stores, and they 
are free.  If you want some, 
please give me a call and we 
will go to the garden and you 
can pick to your heart’s con-
tent.  

I will be picking and can-
ning green beans later today.  
They are Savanna Marsh’s 
very favorite vegetable, so I 
will go over to UPS and send 
a few pints to her in San Die-
go.  Savanna is such a sweet-
heart.  She came and stayed 
with us for two weeks one 
summer and she helped with 
the gardening a lot.  At that 
time, we had an old wheel-
barrow that was so rick-
ety that it was hard to haul 
weeds out without tipping 

it over.  Well, for Christmas 
that year Savanna got us a 
new wheelbarrow.  It was 
one of the most thoughtful 
gifts we have ever received.

I hope you marked Sun-
day, August 17th, on your 
calendar so you will remem-
ber to go to the Wiesner 
Friends and Family reunion 
at the Wiesner Chapel at 
Hungry Hollow.  It is such 
a fun day – Just remember, 
bring a favorite dish to pass, 
a comfy chair to sit in, and 
your appetite and sense of 
humor.  Oh, and an item for 
the white elephant sale.  I 
hope we see you there.

And, can you believe it 
is almost time for the Ruta-
baga Fest.  That’s coming up 
next week!  I haven’t talked 
to our friends, Bill and Sally 
Evans, yet, but we are hop-
ing that they are going to 
drive up from Stoughton to 
visit us and go to the Fest.  
There are so many things to 
do and see – so many ven-
dors selling hand-crafted 
things and, of course, the 
food that we only get at Ru-
tabaga Fest time.  The first 
thing Duane and I do when 
we go to the fest is to have 
a hot pepper sandwich at 
the Knights of Columbus 
stand, and then go to the St. 
Paul’s Lutheran stand for a 
piece of pie and ice cream.  
I love going and walking 
around, but it’s sad that, 
after the Rutabaga Fest 
and Labor Day, summer 
is pretty much over.  

Well, I guess I had 
better run – those green 
beans are not going to pick 
themselves.  And, remem-
ber, if you do want any cu-
cumbers, please give me a 
call.  I hate to see them go 
to waste.  See you next time.

Victoria Vox!

On Saturday, August 9, the Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland 
sponsored a free concert at Augustana Lutheran Church. Victoria Vox, a renow-
ned ukulele artist, and her husband, Jack—together known as “Jack & the Vox,” a 
Los Angeles musical duo—entertained more than 100 attendees with their origi-
nal music. Special thanks to Barb Sparish for making the connection and adding 
Cumberland onto their transatlantic tour.
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Pat’s Heating 
& Cooling
Furnace, AC,

boiler replacement 
and repair. 

OVER 20 Years 
Experience 

715-641-2476

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Paint and Stain * Wallpaper Removal * 
Power Washing * Interior & Exterior

715-651-8667
715-308-3219

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Edge of Color LLC

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233

p o w e r  &  l i g h t

715-293-4823
Valentino Torres

Church Directory
AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Pastor Shane Anderson
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister: Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: 402 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 9  am: 
Wednesdays 6 pm; Communion 
1st and 3rd weeks of the month.

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE

Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1788 Elm Street
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Online services and 
calendar of events available at 
www.northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 

      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m.

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Isaac Nicholson 
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:00 
a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday’s 6:00 pm-Vesper 
Service
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: Scott Manly
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study:7:15 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 

             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Josiah Hodgett, Lead Pastor
Worship Service: Sundays at 10 
am; Kids for Christ: Sundays at 
10:30 am, Uturn Student Mins-
tries: Sundays at 6 pm.
SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion: 8:45 am Sunday 
School: 10:00 am

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays 
11:00 am; Holy communion first 
and third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

OBITUARIES

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK
715-822-8337

1530 Elm St.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459
Odden’s Flowers

Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM
Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM

Phone: 715-822-4835
Cumberland, Wisconsin

Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials
Shrubbery & Bedding Plants

Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

“So Many Choices, So Little Time”
by Pastor John Miels
St. Paul Lutheran Church

 
Train up a child in the way he should go, and 

when he is old, he will not depart from it. Proverbs 
22:6

In this text God has told us how we are to raise 
our children. The “way to go” is to make them 
Christians through God’s holy Word.  A question to 
consider is, how seriously do we take God’s words?  
Look at what is going into your child’s head and 
mind.  Pay attention to what he/she hears and sees.  
What does their “diet” consist of?  Government 
schools are both helpful and harmful in this great 
endeavor. So we need more oversight!

“If you allow your child to choose their own diet, 
buy their own groceries, and eat whenever they 
want, how do you suppose that would work?  Would 
you trust them to make the right, smart choices?  
How about their entertainment diet?  How about 
their spiritual diet?  How about their social diet?  
How about their educational diet?  God has told us 
that we are sinful from the time we were conceived, 
which means when given a choice, by nature we 
will pick the bad choice.  As adults we have ex-
perienced this in many ways. Hopefully experience 
has taught us a few things, and we can guide them 
in making the correct choices.  This guidance isn’t 
always received with great enthusiasm, but that 
doesn’t diminish our role as parents to be the adult 
leaders God intended for us to be.” *   

Jesus, at His ascension, told us the way to go to 
make disciples and build the church. Baptize them 
and teach them (Mt 28:18-20) and He will be with 
these to the end of the age.  Our duty as parents 
and pastors then is to baptize, once (Eph 4:5-6), at 
any age (Mt 28:19b… make disciples of all…) with 
the only caveat that you teach them until their life’s 
end. Jesus is the baptizer of all baptisms regardless 
of the hands He uses as the vessels to do so (John 
4:1). Jesus assures us of His death and resurrection 
(Rom 6:4-10; Col 2:12-13), forgiveness of sins 1 
Peter 3:21, Mark 16:16) and creates and sustains 
faith by the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38). 
Teaching the doctrines of the Apostles (Acts 20:27) 
is the “way to go.”

John Miels and *Ken Koch LCMS-teaching the 
Apostolic catholic faith

Thomas “Tom” B.
Bayerle

Thomas, “Tom”, or “Mr. 
B.” Joseph Bayerle, 88, of 
Cumberland passed away 
on August 4, 2025 at Cum-
berland Healthcare. He was 
born February 12, 1937 in 
California to Joseph and 
Jeanette (Schroeder) Bay-
erle. 

After high school, Tom 
served his country in the 
United States Army, Ma-
rines, and Air Force. He 
then had many adventures 
before moving to Cum-
berland in 1970 with his 
soon to be wife, Marilyn 
Johnson. They purchased 
land near Big Sand Lake to 
build their forever home. 

Marilyn and Tom were 
married in River Falls, WI 
on February 20, 1971. Mar-
ilyn preceded him in death 
on September 10, 2004. 

Many may know Tom for 
the 53 years he served the 
Cumberland and surround-
ing communities through 
his business, Lakeview Up-
holstery. Tom was very pas-
sionate about his work - so 
much so that he made eve-
rything convenient for his 
customers, not convenient 
for himself. He was a dear 
friend to many and touched 
many hearts. His work dou-
bled as some of his favorite 
hobbies, whether that be 
chatting in the shop while 
sewing, mowing grass, cut-
ting wood, or working on 
and driving his cars and his 
Willys Jeep. He just loved 
to get outside, whatever 
that entailed.

Tom’s jokes and truth-
fulness will continue to be 
missed by his sons, James 
Bayerle and Thomas Bay-
erle; step-children, Jill 
(Dave) Zaic, and Daniel  
Lobstein (Eileen); grand-
daughters, Josephine, 

Jaymeson, and Skylar Bay-
erle; 8 step-grandchildren; 
10 step-great-grandchil-
dren; sister, Judy Blank-
enship; and half-siblings, 
Mata (Brian) Zimpel, Jo-
seph (Renee) Bayerle and 
Jesse (Dani) Bayerle; and 
many nieces and nephews. 

Tom was preceded in 
death by wife, Marilyn 
Bayerle; step-daughter, 
Jodi Peters; parents, Jo-
seph Bayerle and Jean-
ette Schroeder; half-sister, 
Bonnie Bayerle-Sinell; 
half-brother, David Bayer-
le; and brother-in-law, Don 
Blankenship.  

A Celebration of Life 
will be held at 11 AM on 
Saturday, August 16, 2025 
at Skinner Funeral Home in 
Cumberland.

A visitation will be held 
from 4 - 8 PM on Friday, 
August 15, 2025 at Skinner 
Funeral Home in Cumber-
land, and one hour prior to 
the service on Saturday. 

Interment Lakeside Cem-
etery. Military honors will 
be accorded by Anderson-
Thomson Post #98 American 
Legion, Cumberland.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als are preferred to family. 

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is handling ar-
rangements.

Anita I. West
Anita I. West, age 79, of 

Cumberland passed suddenly 
on Friday, July 18, 2025 at 
Mayo Clinic Health Sys-
tem of Eau Claire. She was 
born February 27, 1946 to 
Henry Axel and Hilja Sophia 
(Mylly) Johnson in Ironwood 
Michigan.

The outdoors was truly 
Anita’s happy place - from 
fishing to flower gardening 
and mowing grass, she en-

joyed the privacy and peace 
that came with living out in 
the country.

Anita will be forever 
missed by her life partner, Joe 
Strenke; sons, John D. Sain 
and Kelly D. Sain; grand-
children, Steven (Jen) Sain 
and Harley (Megan) Sain; 8 
great-grandchildren; and sib-
lings, Julia, Albert, and Jim 
Johnson.

Anita was preceded in 
death by her husband, Arthur 
West; parents, Henry and 
Hilja Johnson, and 13 older 
siblings.

An open house visitation 
will be held on Friday, Au-
gust 22, 2025 from 4 - 7 PM 
at Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland.

In lieu of flowers, memori-
als are preferred to family.

Skinner Funeral Home of 
Cumberland is serving the 
family.
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MIDWEST INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 
S P R AY  F OA M 
I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI •missprayfoam@gmail.com

 Cumberland Advocate 

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

       Cumberland Advocate 

  CLASSIFIED ADS

 In keeping with our policy, letters 
regarding the upcoming election will 

not be accepted two weeks prior to 
the election.

$7 Minimum Charge 
for 15 words

Thereafter 25¢ Per Word
DEADLINE 

2:00 Friday 
Phone: 715-822-4469

FOR SALE: Something good to eat. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 1/4’s, 1/2’s, 
whole or hamburger! Finished to per-
fection. 715-205-0357.   A12-TFN

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door. 
715.419.3479  	 26TFN

Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-822-
8385 or 715-939-0647	 20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. In-
stant SR-22 filings.	 tfnc

HELP WANTED

PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE 
Town of  McKinley

The Town of McKinley is seeking appli-
cants for a full-time public works employee. 
Applicants must be familiar with construc-
tion and maintenance of roads and build-
ings. Commercial driver’s license required 
within 30 days of employment. Wages will be 
based on experience. For information and 
application, please contact the Town Clerk. 
A resume may be attached to the applica-
tion. Applicants must apply by contacting 
the Town Clerk via email at mckinleyclerk@
gmail.com. 

The deadline for submitting applications is 
June 4, 2019.

The Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland 
(TSAPL) Board has authorized filling one Part-time Library 
Assistant position. The TSAPL is accepting applications, 
resumes and cover letters for applicants until Friday, July 
16, 2021 at 5 p.m. for one Part-time Library Assistant po-
sition, with a current starting non-union wage of $11.00, 
approximately 10-15 hours per week, including evenings 
and weekends, without benefits. This position is responsi-
ble for many functions in the Library. The position primar-
ily includes direct customer service duties for patrons of 
all ages, routine circulation duties, programming, displays, 
and some shelving. The ideal candidate will be highly cus-
tomer service oriented, will enjoy working with patrons of 
all ages, including children, teens and adults, and will be 
adept at working independently in a dynamic, ever chang-
ing library services environment. 

Interested candidates should present an application, re-
sume and cover letter to Robert Ankarlo at the Thomas St. 
Angelo Public, PO Box 97, Cumberland, WI 54829 or email:  
roba@cumberlandpl.org. City of Cumberland employment 
application may be picked up from the library or down-
loaded from the city’s website. 

The City of Cumberland is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Editors Note:  Through a error on our part, this ad ran under 
the wrong heading last week.  Our apologies for any confusion

GARAGE SALES

The Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland 
is seeking a creative, flexible, positive and organized 
person to work as a library assistant. The position 
includes basic library duties including shelving and 
circulation duties. Technology skills are important.     
Applicants must be able to work on Saturdays, nights 
and on an “on-call” basis. The position will be 10-15 
hours a week. The rate of pay would start at $15.00 
per hour. full job description of duties can be picked 
up at the library. To be considered for the position 
applicants must provide a cover letter, resume, and 
City of Cumberland Application (applications can 
be picked up at the library or online at www.cityof-
cumberland.net). The position will close at noon on         
August 21, 2025.

LIBRARY ASSISTANT -  JOB POSTING

Notice
The Beaver Dam Lake Management District and the 

City of Cumberland are sponsoring an informational 
gathering on Tuesday, August 19th from 4:30 to 6PM 
at the Tourist Park/Beach pavilion.  Emmons & Olivier 
Resources, Inc. (EOR) and City representatives will be 
available to discuss and answer questions about the 
Draft Beaver Dam Lake Management Plan and the City 
of Cumberland Draft Parks and Recreation Concept 
Plans for Visitors Park and Eagle Point Park. This is 
another opportunity for the public to ask questions and 
have input relating to both Plans that will guide the ac-
complishment of the goals in both plans in the future. 

Beaver Dam Lake Management District
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on August 6 and 13, 2025.  WNAXLP

Sand Lake Management District Budget 2026

Income

Int/other income ( 1,700)                     

Tax receipts ( 25,000)                  

WDNR grant adv

WDNR grant reimb ( 15,750)                  

Total income ( 42,450)                  

Expenses

Ag projects ( 934)                        

AIS CBCW ( 5,000)                     

AIS mgmt (NAS, divers) ( 7,500)                     

AIS plant surveys (ERS) ( 5,500)                     

Buoys ( 1,000)                     

Consultant Proj Supp ( 7,450)                     

Fish sticks

Insurance ( 3,500)                     

Mailings/ dues/mtgs ( 2,000)                     

Shoreland improvement ( 2,000)                     

Projects

Total Expenses ( 34,884)                  

Net Income (Loss) ( 7,566)                    

SLMD MEETING AGENDA
ANNUAL and Q3 MEETING

August 30, 2025 • 9:00 am-12:00 pm
Maple Plain, WI Town Hall

Meeting Agenda 
Education Event: Pat Brown, Barron County Lakeshore  

       Technician 
Call to Order: Carrie 
Introductions: Board and Homeowners: 
Board Member Attendees: 
Home Owner Attendees: 
Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
● Current Agenda: 
● May Meeting Minutes: 

Homeowner Forum 
● SLMD Members Discussion 
EWM Buoy Installation 2026 Vote 
● Facilitator: Carrie 
● Waiting for Fall bed mapping results and then we will 

vote on it in November 
Aquatic Invasive Species 

● Presenter: Clint 
○ DASH (Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting) and Grant 

Funding Strategy for 2025: 
■ Beetles released in July 
■ Dash Diving done in June 
■ Zebra Mussel Monitoring: Two home owners are 

tracking and monitoring. No Zebra Mussels found to date 
Grants 

● Presenter: Clint 
○ Rain Gardens and Shoreline Preservation Discus-

sion:
■ Review Grant submission process with Angie for 

assistance 
■ September and November are grant submission 

deadlines
● Bed mapping late summer/early fall | Dash Report
● Assessing spend to date - will determine if asking 

for additional 1 year extension 
Treasurer’s Report 

● Presenter: Mike 
○ 2025 Financial Projections 
○ 2024 Audit Results 
○ 2026 Budget CBCW Update and Approval 

● Presenter: Jessica 
○ CBCW Training Overview: 

■ To date hours - paid out at $18/hour. 
■ Update to date volunteer hours - coordination led 

by Jessica for 50 hours. 
■ Deadline to get all hours in is end of September 

Website Update 
● Presenter: Angie 

○ Rebranding Logo 
■ Logo Design Suggestions 

○ Development of Merchandise Page:
 ■ Merchandise Vendor | Ordering 

Annual Sand Lake Community Party 
● Organizer: All Board Members 

○ Feedback from Events | 4th of July Activities 
○ Additional ideas? 

■ Spring Potluck 
Facebook Engagement Update 

● Presenters: Angie/Jessica 
○ Posting & Engagement 

Virtual Meeting Options: 
● Organizer: Angie 

○ Investment in WiFi Infrastructure: Update on status 
of investing in reliable internet connection at Maple Plain 
Town Hall. Explore opportunities to share costs with other 
organizations utilizing the Town Hall.
Future Agenda Items 

● Coordinator: Carrie 
○ Q4 Meeting 

■ Date: Confi rmed November 1st 
■ Time: 10:00 - 12:00 at Maple Plain Town Hall. 
■ Virtual: Google meet option available. 

Adjournment 
● Motion:

Angie Kennedy, Secretary
Sand Lake Management District Board

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on August 13, 2025. WNAXLP

NOTICE
Eclipse Self Storage LLC

Eclipse Self Storage, LLC 
1130 Charrie Lane, Cumber-
land, WI will auction the con-
tents of a storage unit rented 
by Wayne A Hagen. The con-
tents are briefly and generally 
described as: dresser, seated 
chest, 4 drawer file cabinet, 
microwave, deep fryer, toast-
er over, dishwasher, heater, 
desk, 2 benches, LP’s (12 - 15, 
shrink wrapped), kitchen table, 
misc totes & shrink wrapped 
items. Auction runs 8/18/2025 
- 8/28/2025. See auction details 
at storagetreasures.com

Eclipse Self Storage, LLC
PO Box 253

Rice Lake, WI 54868
Published in the Cumberland

 Advocate on August 13, 2025.  
WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)

   CASE NO. 2025 PR 83 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE of Robert Buckner, 
aka Bob Buckner.

An application for informal 
administration was filed.

 The decedent, with date 
of birth November 24, 1948, 
and date of death July 30, 
2025, was domiciled in Bar-
ron  County, State of Wiscon-
sin, with a mailing  address 
of PO Box 342, Cumberland, 
WI 54829.

All interested persons 
waived notice.
   The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is November 18, 2025.

A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, Barron, Wisconsin, 
Room 2700.
Alicia Cromey
8805 Monroe St. NE
Blaine, MN  55434
(763) 898-2887

Deanne E. Larson
Probate Registrar
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ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Pre-Engineered Building Column Repair

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Bid Opening: Thursday, August 28, 2025 at 12:00 pm 

(local time)
The City of Cumberland, hereinafter referred to as 

the Owner, will receive and accept bids ONLY through 
QuestCDN.com via the online electronic bid service for the 
construction of PRE-ENGINEERED BUILDING COLUMN 
REPAIR until Thursday, August 28, 2025 at 12:00 pm (lo-
cal time). All bids will be downloaded and publicly read 
aloud at CBS Squared, Inc., 770 Technology Way, Chip-
pewa Falls, WI 54729, at that time.

The Project includes work associated with the repair of 
the steel columns on the Cumberland City Street Shop. All 
work must be completed by October 17, 2025.

Bids will be received for a single prime Contract. Bids 
shall be on a lump sum basis as indicated in the Bid Form.

Bids shall be on the forms provided for that purpose and 
per the Contract Documents prepared by CBS Squared 
Inc. identified as “Pre-Engineered Building Column Re-
pair”.

The Issuing Office for the Bidding Documents is: CBS 
Squared, Inc. located at 770 Technology Way, Chip-
pewa Falls, WI 54729. Contact person is: Chad Oster, 
715.861.7417, coster@cbssquaredinc.com.

Digital image copies of the Bidding Documents are 
available at http://www.cbssquaredinc.com for a fee of 
$30. Documents may be downloaded by first selecting 
BIDDING from the menu tab, then selecting this project 
from the CBS SQUARED CURRENT BID INFORMATION 
link and by entering eBidDoc™ Number 9826418 on the 
SEARCH PROJECTS page. For assistance and free mem-
bership registration, contact QuestCDN at 952.233.1632 
or info@questcdn.com.

Contractors submitting an electronic bid will be charged 
an additional $45 at the time of bid submission via the on-
line electronic bid service via QuestCDN.com. To access 
the electronic bid form, download the project document 
and click the online bidding button at the top of the ad-
vertisement. All prospective bidders must be on the plan 
holders list through Quest CDN for bids to be accepted.

No proposal will be accepted unless accompanied by 
a certified check or bid bond equal to at least 5% of the 
amount bid, payable to the Owner as a guarantee that, 
if the bid is accepted, the bidder will execute and file the 
proper contract and bond within 15 days after the award of 
the contract. Bidder is required to deliver the original certi-
fied check or bid bond within 72 hours of the bid opening 
to CBS Squared, Inc. ATTN: Kristi Lentz, 770 Technology 
Way, Suite 1A, Chippewa Falls, WI 54729. The certified 
check or bid bond will be returned to the bidder as soon 
as the contract is signed, and if after 15 days the bidder 
shall fail to do so, the certified check or bid bond shall be 
forfeited to the Owner as liquidated damages.

The City of Cumberland reserves the right to retain the 
deposits of the three (3) lowest bidders for a period not to 
exceed 61 days after the date and time set for the opening 
of bids. No bids may be withdrawn for a period of 61 Days 
after the date and time set for the opening of bids.

Bidders must submit a Bidders Proof of Responsibility in 
accordance with the Instructions to Bidders.

Bidders will be required to provide performance and 
payment bonds of 100 percent of bid amount.

The City of Cumberland reserves the right to reject all 
bids, without cause, and accept the bid that is in the best 
interest of the City of Cumberland.

Randall Reeg, City Administrator
City of Cumberland

950 1st Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

Published in the Cumberland Advocate on August 13 and August 20, 2025. WNAXLP

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Regular Monthly 
Meeting of the Cumberland 
School District Board of Ed-
ucation shall be held at 6:00 
p.m. for open session on 
Tuesday, August 19, 2025, 
in the middle school com-
mons.
The following is the pro-
posed agenda:
1. Approve vouchers, re-
ceipts, and invoices.
2. Recognize delegates, 
visitors, and donations. 
3. Consider approval of 
bids:
           a.	Fuel
           b.	Snow Removal
4. Consider review/revise of 
policy po9575, Indian Poli-
cies and Procedures.
5. Consider approval of Jor-
dan Potvin as High School 
Head Football Coach.
6. Consider employment 
of Matt Jungbluth as High 
School Assistant Football 

Coach.
7. Consider employment of 
Richard Lauterbach as High 
School Assistant Football 
Coach and High School As-
sistant Wrestling Coach.
8. Consider approval of 
Joshua Anderson as Head 
Girls’ Softball Coach.
9. Consider approval of 
Tayna Majewski as National 
Honor Society Advisor.
10. Consider approval of the 
2025-2026 Cumberland Bus 
Service, Inc. Agreement.
11. Hear discussion items 
and administrator reports.
12. Set meeting dates and 
events.
A copy of the agenda is 
posted in the elementary 
school, middle school, high 
school, and administration 
building.

Jennifer Hyatt
Cumberland School 

District Clerk
Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on August 13, 2025 

GAP, American Eagle, Justice, Silver, Hollister, and more! Babies, kids & 
adult clothes.  Toys, 31, Initials INC, Burley, 2004 Honda Accord, DVDs, 
videos, books, scrapbooking, shoes, light fixtures, furniture, household 
items, ice shack, air hockey table, tires, microwave, lots of misc.Too 
many treasures to mention...you have to see it to believe it!

 2nd ANNUAL EAGLE POINT CAMPGROUND GARAGE SALE

2-person pop-up Eskimo insulated ice fishing shack, 1-person camo pop-up hunting 
shack, duck decoys, one motorized duck decoy (no battery), fishing tackle, ice auger 
bit, wagon brackets for holding the post; new kitchen appliances, cookbooks, dishes, 
set of rooster dishes, electric lefse maker, lots of crystal glassware, many household 
items, new picnic awning or small car port, small glass display case, sheets, blankets, 
cloth totes, some jewelry, many new purses (some leather), antiques, xmas decor, 
craft stuff (including rubber stamps & punch needle), some clothing (skirt hoops), 
large Stanley thermos,newly found Elvis records, brass LP gas fittings, old saddles.
Lots & lots of new items, including cowboy xmas card & boxes of wedding invitations, 
several cow mineral tubs, Compound bow, arrows and target.

Thompson Greenhouse • 63 & 28th Ave • Barronett
HUGE GARAGE SALE

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15 •  9  AM -5 PM
SATURDAY, AUGUST 16 •  9  AM -  2  PM

Saturday starting at 12 Noon, everything half price

Bug Blitz
Single season bug extermination Service

(One  treatment works all season!)
Mosquitos, spiders, ants, wasps, hornets, 

Asian beetles, boxelder bugs...we blitz them all!
No contracts!
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“ SAVE THE DATE”

will be celebrating 
125 years

(1/2 as old as the Country)

on 
SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 21st
We will have a 

Brunch and Hymn sing, 
followed by a Worship Service 

at 1:30 pm

St. Paul Lutheran Church
1 mile east of Cumberland on Hwy 48

Phone: 715-822-8690 

ST PAUL LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 

Meet the 2025 Miss Cumberland Candidates and Junior Princess Candidates 

Miss Cumberland Candidate: 
Natalie Potthier

Sponsor: Cookies N 
Cream, Dairy & Beef
1. Why do you want to be 
Miss Cumberland? 
To show that if you try 
hard enough you can do 
anything you set your 
heart to. 
2. Your favorite part about 
the Rutabaga Festival? 
We have the ability to 
come together as a com-
munity and have fun to-
gether.

Miss Cumberland Candidate: 
Zarina Nelson

Sponsor: Corner Bar and 
Restaurant
1. Why do you want to be 
Miss Cumberland? 
I want to be Miss Cumber-
land so I can represent the 
town I was born and raised 
in.  
2. Your favorite part about 
the Rutabaga Festival? 
My favorite part of Rutaba-
ga is all the food stands and 
seeing all the visitors from 
out of state. 

Miss Cumberland Candidate: 
Jasmine Delgado

Sponsor: RE/MAX North-
star
1. Why do you want to be 
Miss Cumberland? 
I want to be a role model 
for the younger girls and 
show them kindness and 
respect. 
2. Your favorite part about 
the Rutabaga Festival? 
I would say the variety of 
bands that come in and per-
form. I love hearing differ-
ent genres of music.

Miss Cumberland Candidate: 
Lucy Schell

Sponsor: Sal’s on 63
1. Why do you want to be 
Miss Cumberland? 
I would like to be Miss 
Cumberland because Cum-
berland is such an impor-
tant place to me and my 
family and I would love to 
be the girl to represent the 
community. 
2. Your favorite part 
about the Rutabaga Fes-
tival? 
My favorite part of Ruta-
baga Fest is seeing all of 
the bands play. I love to go 
dancing with my grandma. I 
also love seeing how much 
fun everyone around me 
has. 

Junior Princess Candidate:  
Addyson Rodewald

Sponsor: Dana Schneider 
Electric
1. Why do you want to be 
a Junior Princess? 
I would get to meet new 
people and represent 
Cumberland with the roy-
alty.  
2. What makes a good 
friend? 
Treating you kindly and 
willing to help you, keep-
ing your secrets and not 
telling anybody.

Junior Princess Candidate:  
Ailah Eggert

Sponsor: The Apothecary
1. Why do you want to be a 
Junior Princess? 
I would like to be a Junior 
Princess because I like go-
ing to new places and meet-
ing new people. 
2. What makes a good 
friend? 
A good friend is someone 
that is kind, caring, com-
passionate and respectful. 
Some that can lend a hand 
or listening ear. 

Junior Princess Candidate: 
Chloe Donica

Sponsor: Cumberland 
Dairy Queen
1. Why do you want to be a 
Junior Princess? 
I would like to go to differ-
ent cities, meet new people 
and ride on the float. 
2. What makes a good 
friend? 
A good friend is kind, help-
ful, trustworthy, and under-
standing.  

2025 
Miss Cumberland Pageant

The 2025 Miss Cumberland 
Pageant will be held on 
Thursday, AUGUST 21ST 
at 6:00 pm in the Middle 

School Gymnasium. 
Tickets are available at 
the Cumberland Chamber 
of Commerce or you can 

purchase at the door. 
Tickets are $5 each 

(Children 5 and under 
are Free)
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Sports

By Mark R Fuller

2025 CHS Hall of Fame!

Tyler Odden: 2025 
Cumberland Athletic 
Hall of Fame Inductee

Tyler Odden

When discussing her time 
on the Cumberland Cross 
Country Team during High 
School, 2025 Hall of Fame 
Inductee Abby Nelson 
called teammate Tyler Odd-
en, “A legend.”  Defined as, 
“An extremely famous per-
son, especially in a particu-
lar field,” this is an accurate 
description of a runner who 
has few comparisons among 
Cumberland athletes.
Growing up in Timber-

land, his outstanding career 
started the fall of his fresh-
man year, when he signed 
up for Cross County. “I 
didn’t know anything about 
the sport, but it turned out to 
be one of the highlights of 
high school,” he would add.
He immediately took to 

the sport and by his 9th 
grade season’s end, Odden 
would qualify for the State 
Meet and finish 18th over-
all. This was just the start 
of his State appearances, 
as he would qualify for the 
La Crosse Meet three more 
times adding a 10th, a 6th, 
and a 4th place finish, run-
ning among the best Wis-
consin had to offer. 
During his four years on 

the Cross Country squad, he 
would set numerous School 
and Area records, includ-
ing a Course record run of 
16:28 at the Barron Course. 
He would additionally take 
home an individual HON 
Championship, win all but 
one race his entire senior 
season, and help lead his 
1997 team to the Beavers 
only Boy’s HON Team Title 
in School history. 
He credits Coach Mike 

Clay for his success say-
ing, “Coach Clay pushed 
me to my limits and my ul-
timate success. When I look 
back, there was one thing 
that sticks out and that was 
Coach Clay and his bicycle. 
He used that to ride along-
side me on his bike to push 
me during practices.”
Clay would say about his 

runner, “Tyler exemplified 
three attributes that made 
him not only a champion 
runner, but a leader and 
friend as well. First, he had 
heart. When every fiber of 
his being was saying slow 
down, take it easy, he did 
the opposite. He strove for 
excellence and achieved it. 
Second, he inspired others. 
Teammates wanted to be 
like Tyler. In his quiet way, 
he showed all of us what 
cross country was all about. 
Finally, he had the demean-
or of a champion. He never 
bragged, never held back, 
was always polite, and 
when he smiled, you knew 
all was well.” 
During the winter, Ty-

ler was a member of the 
Spooner-Cumberland Co-
op Ski Team. Cross Country 
skiing was something he’d 
done since he was a young-
ster growing up. His success 
there led him to four more 
State Tournament appear-
ances in his winter sport.
In the spring, Odden par-

ticipated his freshman 
and sophomore years as a 
member of the Cumber-
land Track Team. In what 
should be no surprise, he 
set the School Record in 
the 3200, went to State both 
years where he finished 8th 
overall as a sophomore, and 
won the HON 3200 individ-
ual Championship. If you’re 
counting with me, that’s 10 
State Appearances in 10 at-
tempts. That is a legend!
Odden would say about 

his high school career, “An 
important memory for me is 
my teammates. The camara-
derie we had as a team made 
each season fun. Practices, 
team meals, and the races 
were always something to 
look forward to as were 
the pep rallies for State and 
hearing “Run Odie run” of-
ten during meets.” 
Following his graduation, 

Odden would attend UW-
River Falls for two years, 
where he was a member of 
the Cross Country Team. 
As a freshman, he would be 
named the team’s MVP and 
was the team’s number one 
runner. In the fall of 2003, 
Tyler transferred to WITC-
New Richmond where he 
completed the Diesel Me-
chanics program.
After graduating, Tyler 

began working on his fam-
ily farm where he continues 
to work today. The farm 
consists of 600 dairy cows 
and 5,000 acres of crops. 
Tyler and his wife Becca, 
who teaches in the Cum-
berland District, have three 
children, Charlotte, Max 
and Jack. Charlotte will be 
a freshman at South Da-
kota State University in the 
fall, Max will be a Junior at 
Cumberland High School 
and Jack will be entering 
8th grade. Tyler remains ac-
tive in helping with his chil-
dren’s activities, such as, 
4-H, sports, and FFA. 
Looking at the runners that 

have been part of Cumber-
land athletic history, from 
Steve Anderson to Candy 
Kroells, to the Nelson Twins 
and Ryan Steines, several 
names stand above the oth-
ers for their outstanding 
success. Right there among 
them is the name of Tyler 
Odden, a 2025 Cumberland 
Athletic Hall of Fame In-
ductee.

Almena Sportsman Club Summer League 
Week 9 Scores	
Team Totals	
Hardina Septic- 860
Goonies- 837
Twin Town Tavern - 836
Charlies Place - 797
Echo Valley Bear Hunters -793
Brill Sportsmans Club-792
Friess MinnowFarm - 787
Lake Country Dairy - 769
Hotel Bar - 766
Almena Meat Co- 763
Halco Press - 762
Rouzer Farms 1 - 760
4 1/2 Men - 747
Spare Time - 746

Toombs Septic - 732
Vision Builders - 727
B n B Disposal - 724
Rouzer Farms 2 - 713
Cookie & Cream Dairy-708
5 Dipsticks - 689
Beckers Trucking	 - 658
Spray and Pray - 536
Twin Pines Ladies- 518
BJ’s - 341
Top Men	
Jon Chartraw - 25
Jordan Olson - 25
John Ricci - 25
Jason Murphy - 25

Brady Blechinger -25
Steve Scharmer - 25
John Ahlm - 25
Dan Hardiana - 24
Ethan Yeske - 24
Charlie Carlson - 24
Mike Rouzer - 24
Eric Rouzer - 24
Tom Rouzer - 24
Bill Ricci - 24
Cory Koenig - 24
Greg Nichol - 24
Duane Talbert - 24
Andy Flottum - 24
Nick Klingelhoets - 24

Dave Klingelhoets - 24
Top Women	
Hayleigh Chartraw - 24
JoAnn Scribner - 22
Allie Snowbank - 20
Kassy Coleman - 19
Amber Riebe - 17
Top Youth	
Walker Nykanen - 25
Ella Moen - 25
Nolan Bever - 23
Jade Shallock - 23
Brandon Wright- 23
Kyle Carlson- 23
Landon Hubbard- 23

Football Team Opens Practice; Returns 
Several Starters, but Small Numbers
The Cumberland Football 

Team opened practice last 
week for the 2025 season. 
Twenty-nine players greet-
ed new Head Coach Jordan 
Potvin, who served last year 
as an assistant coach and the 
team’s Defensive Coordina-
tor.
Prior to last season’s work 

with the Beavers, Potvin 
spent time on both the Si-
ren and Cameron coaching 
staffs. He received a Bach-
elor’s Degree at Concordia 
St. Paul and his Master’s 
Degree in Athletic Coach-
ing Education from the Uni-
versity of West Virginia.
Potvin adds, “I believe 

football is the best sport 
in the world, a total team 
sport where everyone mat-

ters and many life lessons 
are shared. As a coach, I 
get to share my passion for 
the game with different kids 
and teams every year.”
For the second consecu-

tive year, numbers are low 
with 29 players reporting 
to opening drills. “We have 
low numbers, but return 
seven starters on both sides 
of the ball. We have to be 
realistic about the wins and 
losses because with 29 kids, 
one or two injuries puts us 
in a tough position. My goal 
as Head Coach is to be com-
petitive on Varsity and play 
a full JV season while pro-
viding a safe environment 
while we try to grow the 
numbers,” Potvin says.
Despite the number of kids 

out, Potvin was pleased 
with the opening week of 
practice, saying, “The kids 
really worked hard and we 
had a few surprises from 
some guys who we hope 
can help us on both sides 
of the ball.” Among the key 
returners are First Team 
All-Conference lineman 
Brody Gilbertson, Second 
Team defensive back Troy 
Majewski, and top tackler 
Logan Peterson.
Cumberland hopes to im-

prove on last year’s 1 and 
8 record and last place fin-
ish in the HON. Returning 
Conference Champion St. 
Croix Falls returns seven 
players who received First 
or Second All-Conference 
honors and is the favorite to 

defend their 2024 Title.
The team will get the first 

look at their team this com-
ing Friday in Amery, when 
the two teams hold a scrim-
mage beginning at 10:00 
am. The 2025 opener will 
be in Cumberland on Fri-
day, August 22, when the 
Beavers host Chetek at 7:00 
pm.
Cumberland Schedule:
8/22 vs Chetek 7pm
8/29 @ Ladysmith 7pm
9/5 vs Bloomer 7pm
9/12 @ Ashland 7pm
9/19 vs Northwestern 7pm
9/26 @ Spooner 7pm
10/3 vs St. Croix Falls 

7pm
10/10 vs Hayward 7pm
10/17 @ Barron 7pm

Putting In The Work!

29 kids are out for this years Cumberland Football Team. New Head Coach Jordan Potvin and the Beavers get 
their first taste of live action this Friday when they head to Amery for a scrimmage. The Beavers then head to 
Chetek for the first conference game of the year on Friday, August 22nd. Game time is set for 7 pm.
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By Mark Walters

Young Biologists
Hello friends,
The next two week’s I am writing to you about 

Idaho and then Montana. This week’s column will 
be based out of Stanley, Idaho, a very mountainous 
area. There I was helping/observing and camping 
with a team of fish technicians who work for the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game and  do research on 
trout and salmon on tributaries of the Salmon River.

Julianne Kirby graduated from the University 
of Virginia in 2024 with a degree in Environmental 
Science and is the crew leader. Treygan Bragg is a 
senior at Brigham Young University and a biology 
major. My daughter, Selina Walters graduated from 
UW Stevens Point in 2023 with degrees in fisheries 
and water resources. Devin Dockendorf is a senior 
at Bemidji State, majoring in wildlife biology.  This 
crew works “hitches” that are 8 days and then have 
6 off with a percentage of them living out of their cars 
when not working.

  Monday, July 28th
 High 83, low 47
This is one of those “how much can you write 

about as there is a ton” type of stories. First it was a 
1625 mile drive to get here while pulling a trailer with 
an atv in it for my next adventure, and pretty much 
staying in the GMC Hotel the entire time. Second is 
arriving at a remote camp nestled in the mountains 
and meeting the crew I mentioned and about 15 oth-
er people doing research. Just as much as anything 
else would be the learning curve I would be on as I 
observed, helped, and always waded following this 
snorkel team.

    Here is the scoop in as few words as possible. 
First, each team which can vary from 2 to 4 people, 
hike into a predetermined site on a steam that can 
be 2 to 15 feet wide and 2 inches in some places to 
4 feet deep. 

This in itself can be a physical task and is found 
by using OnX. Once the site is reached, depending 
on the width of the stream, either one or multiple peo-
ple suit up and one person takes data and the each 
survey covers 100 meters of stream with measure-
ments of stream width taken 6 times.

   Next the snorkelers get into the water, which 
due to fact that their wet suits are partially shredded, 

can feel very cold with an average stream water temp 
of 51 degrees.

   What the snorkelers are looking for and tell to 
the data recorder is the number and size of steel-
head/rainbow trout, cutthroat, brook trout, bull trout, 
and presence/absence of non-target native fish such 
as dace, suckers, pike minnows etc..

    The crew was extensively trained in early June 
in fish identification and estimating size, which with 
the larger fish is completed by knowing the width of 
their hand. Interestingly, in most cases when spotted, 
the fish are not scared of the snorkeler.

   My main job was to record data which is a huge 
responsibility but quite simple once trained and that 
enabled us to have two crews. For myself some of 
my main challenges were to do the data correctly and 
just as importantly to not fall in the often very slippery, 
rock or gravel bottomed streams, also keeping up to 
21-24 year olds in our mountain hikes.

   In the late afternoon I was with Treygan and 
Selina. Bull trout are one of the most loved fish in the 
mountains and a very clear sign of the health of our 
rivers and streams, unfortunately they are not doing 
well and are labeled as “Threatened”.

  Bull trout have two main life histories, one is a 
“resident” and they are much smaller than “migra-
tory” bull trout that come back to where they were 
born to spawn. A resident bull trout is large at 12-15 
inches and the migratory bull trout which lives most 
of the year in lakes or larger rivers can reach into the 
high 30-inch mark. We were on our last site/pass of 
the day, and I have to tell you that due to the cold 
water temps, pulling themselves on the stream bot-
tom through countless deadfalls and over hundreds 
of rocks all day these kids are visibly worn out. They 
say this snorkeling is a lot like “underwater rock 
climbing. Treygan and Selina came across an incred-
ible find, 4 big bull trout ranging from 22 to 33 inches, 
they were even able to make a really cool video with 
Selina’s phone. 

  This evening at camp where each crew does it 
owns cooking and just about everyone sleeps in a 
tent on the ground the bull trout experience was the 
talk of camp.

  I think that just as interesting is the chinook 

salmon that are born in these streams and rivers, live 
in fresh water for a year or two, migrate roughly 900 
miles to the Pacific ocean to salt water, live there for 
several years and then migrate  in an incredible jour-
ney to spawn and then die where they were hatched.

  As sometimes happens I have used more space 
than I should but for everyone reading this I hope you 
can at least partially understand how important this 
work is and be thankful that there are enough men 
and women that get the education and are willing to 
do the research to protect our natural resources.

Sunset 

A great picture of a bull trout taken by a member of the
snorkel crew.

Treygan, Devin, Julianne, and Selina enjoying a day in 
the water.

Challenging would be a good way to describe a snor-
kel crew’s job.

The Spot Bar  Reunion Team, won the Rice Lake Division 1 Slowpitch Softball Tournament. Pictured back row 
left to right are: Caden Thompson, Jordan Thompson, Andrew Loy, Kevin Drost, Nate Froehlich, Jaylen Lansin, 
Tom Swanson, Nate Werth, and Izaak Bohl. Pictured front row left to right are: Scott Neva, Gene Wilson, Jim 
Dreyer, Logan Schultz, Josh Thompson and Broc Haas. Not pictured are Jackson Massie, Jacob Konvicka, 
Braden Wirth, Justin Knutson, Jake Lundquist and Isaac Lundquist. 

Spot Bar Wins Rice Lake Tournament!Sports Look Back, August 
14, 1975
The Cumberland Beavers 

opened football practice last 
Monday, with 22 lettermen 
from last year’s squad re-
porting.
Head Coach Roger Wis-

trcill is hopeful for an im-
provement over the 1974 
season when the team fin-
ished with a 2-6 record in 
the conference.
The season opens Fri-

day, with a non-conference 
game at Prescott. 
On the coaching staff with 

Wistrcill is Athletic Direc-
tor Bill Mestelle, Gordy 
Overby, Bob Wurm, Berk 
Skinner and Bruce Gonza-
les.
The seniors on the squad 

are all lettermen and are as 
follows: Barry Zappa, Dale 
Hagen, Paul Nelson, Mike 
Miller, Dennis Jergenson, 
Len Amundson, Daryl 
Wohlk, Bruce Meyer, Vince 
Gunderson, Norm Nelson, 
Greg Forsell, Shawn War-

wick, Ron Ricci, Kevin 
Tyvoll, Don Ekenstedt and 
Dean Meyer.
The juniors have six letter-

men from last year’s team. 
They are Ken Sparish, Joe 
Clark, John Alich, Mark 
Hanson, Vince Lepak, and 
John Walsh. Other juniors 
on the team are Bill Han-
son, Dan Nieman, Dean 
Hagen, Kelly Doonan, John 
Peichel, Jeff Strickland, 
Wayne Mathison and Kevin 
Barrows. 
Twenty-one sophomores 

are on the squad. They are 
David Zappa, John Odd-
en, Roy Riebe III, Larry 
Johnson, Steve Bowen, 
Jim Muench, Mike Stelter, 
Mike Schultz, David Jan-
sen, Vince Nieman, Steve 
Schneider, Bob Ricci, Mark 
Strickland, Bud Gidio, Greg 
Kamnetz, Mike William-
son, Randy Ogren, Doug 
Huebner, Jeff Mayer, Mike 
Chiodo and Jack Jerry.
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by Mark R. Fuller

A stunning island church built in the 1,600’s in the middle of Lake Bled, Slovenia.

The Cathedral of Notre Dame, Paris France.

The Olympic Balloon in Paris France.

Reflections from a Summer Trip 
to Europe
My predominant reflec-

tion from a trip like this is 
just how lucky I am. I once 
attended a banquet where 
a gentleman at the podium 
pulled out a baseball from 
his sports jacket and said, 
“It’s amazing what this little 
sphere has done for me!” 
That sums up my life very 
well. A large percentage of 
my travel opportunities and 
many of my best friends 
come from my involvement 
in baseball.
This trip came with the 

University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater Baseball pro-
gram. Fresh off our June D3 
National Baseball Champi-
onship, our team members, 
family, and program friends 
had a chance to sign up for 
this European experience, 
allowed every three years 
by NCAA rules.
Most Universities don’t 

attempt such a venture, but 
our baseball program heads 
to Europe every three years 
as allowed by the NCAA. 
This is due to the passion 
and hard work of our Head 
Coach, John Vodellich, 
whose parents immigrated 
here from Yugoslavia some 
50 years ago. His father 
was a skiing coach and his 
mother an Olympic athlete. 
Still having relatives back 

in the former homeland of 
his parents, his travel op-
portunities have created a 
love of Europe for myself 
and many of his past play-
ers and coaches. Each trip 
has left a group of athletes 
more knowledgeable of the 
world around them. 
Once there, we generally 

schedule five to six games 
and see places that unfor-
tunately many never see. 
Because of my 16 years of 
conducting baseball clinics 
overseas each winter, I also 
have an opportunity recon-
nect with the many great 
friends I’ve  made. For our 
first-time travelers, I believe 
the trip is life-changing be-
cause of the people and cul-
tures they come across.
I write articles about the 

trips because I have had 
several people ask me to. 
I’ll never forget one of our 
residents telling me how 
much she enjoyed a past ar-
ticle because, “I take my va-
cations to places I’ll never 
get see from your stories.” 
If that’s the case, I’ll gladly 
write a wrap-up, if only for 
those that feel the same way 
she does.
As a former history teach-

er, I find each European 
Trip very exciting. Here, we 
think of Independence Hall 
from 1789 as an old relic. 
On this trip, we will see 
churches and castles that 
go back to the 600s; mag-
nificent buildings that took 
some 400 years to complete. 
We will also see the remains 
of Roman walls from their 
period of domination. 
The other thing we will 

come across are people just 
like us. Many of whom will 
take a vacation day or travel 
a distance to help show us 
their city and give us a great 
experience. Those whose 
life goals are similar to ours, 
despite any differences and 
hardships we may have in 
our lives. People who will 
provide us a different per-
ception of themselves and 
their country from what we 
may have heard prior to our 
trip.
This particular trip starts 

in Paris, France, moves 
through Switzerland, Aus-
tria, Germany and Slovenia, 
before ending in Italy. We 
have six games scheduled 
and stops that include a visit 
to the Champagne region of 
France, several Castles, a 
ride through the Alps, and a 
variety of tours and dinners. 
Our first stop in Paris finds 

a bustling city filled with 
tourists. The motels on the 
trip have been well planned 
out and put us in walking 
distance of many great sites. 
After a day of travel and a 
night of sleep, our second 
day in Paris begins with 
a walking tour led by two 
coaches from the French 
Team we will play later that 

evening.
As we walk, one can’t help 

but notice the numerous 
outdoor cafes and beautiful 
buildings that show the age 
of the city. The tour is fol-
lowed by an opportunity to 
grab a meal and then a late 
afternoon bus ride to Jean 
Marechal Stadium for our 
first game of the trip.
The games are a treat, not 

only from the opportunity 
to compete against a team 
from Europe, but for the ex-
change of gifts and the meal 
which comes after each con-
test. My wife Barb has made 
20 National Championship 
T-Shirts for me which be-
come my exchange gifts to 
a team member and coach 
from each opponent. Pizza 
and enjoyable fraternizing 
conclude the evening.
Our third day in the city of-

fers an opportunity to look 
around Paris on our own. 
The day for my daughter 
Jana, granddaughter Clara, 
a few friends and myself in-
cludes stops at Notre Dame 
Cathedral, the Eiffel Tower, 
and the famous Louvre Mu-
seum, where I take my prize 
picture of Mona Lisa. A 
late boat ride on the Seine 
River is interrupted by rain, 
which seems to pop-up out 
of nowhere. That becomes 
a theme for the rest of our 
trip.
Up to our visit, Europe 

had been very hot and dry. 
We, however, will have 
at least some rain on each 
of the next 12 days of our 
trip. It cost us three of our 
six scheduled games and a 
fourth where we can only 
play two innings. Unfortu-
nate, but uncontrollable and 
despite the cancellations we 
still meet at each game site 
for a meal and conversation 
with our hosts.
The reputation that unfor-

tunately sometimes accom-
panies the French proves not 
accurate at all. Those on the 
trip agree that we find the 
prices better and the people 
much friendlier and helpful 
than we sometimes read in 
reviews. A lesson that we 
should take to heart before 
making judgements of oth-
ers both here and there.
We spend three more days 

in France, first in Reims and 
secondly in Strasbourg.
Reims is one of the centers 

of French champagne pro-
duction. Champagne is 100 
percent a French product 
and the area, which include 
Reims, is located 90 miles 
from Paris. 
A good friend of our coach-

ing staff, Gregory Cardot, 
lives in Reims and gives our 
group a tour of a winery and 
an evening opportunity for 
Champagne tasting. He also 
sets up a tour of the famous 
Reims Cathedral, known 
as the Coronation place for 
many French Kings.
In Strasbourg, meanwhile, 

we find a beautiful city in 
which I’d love to spend 
more time. France was 
more than expected and 
Greg’s gift of a bottle of 
real champagne will make 
its way back to Cumberland 
to share with Barb.
If you love the mountains 

and pristine lakes, Swit-
zerland and Austria are the 
place to visit. A tour of Zu-
rich and a stay in Lucerne 
make up our three days 
in Switzerland, a country 
whose prices are the highest 
of the trip. Between the two 
stops is one day and night in 
Munich.
Among the scheduled 

events in Switzerland is a 
game against the Swiss Na-
tional Team, which draws a 
large crowd. Unfortunately, 
the contest lasts only two 
innings due to substantial 
rain. Having an opportunity 
to stand before both Na-
tional Anthems prior to the 
start of the contest provides 
a bit of an Olympic feel and 
the meal afterwards, de-
spite having to hide under 
the overhang of a building, 
provides another chance to 
share and make new friends.
Lucerne, meanwhile, is a 

fantastic and beautiful city. 
A boat ride on Lake Lu-

cerne and a meal of Swiss 
fondue are highlights of our 
brief one-night stay.
Next is a one-day eve-

ning in Munich, Germany. 
Founded in 1158, Munich 
offers a blend of historical 
landmarks which includes 
Marienplatz, the city’s cen-
tral square, and the Frauen-
kirche Cathedral. In the city 
center, we gaze up at the 
famous Glockenspiel and 
walk into the Cathedral, 
built in the 1400s. The eve-
ning concludes with dinner 
at the famous Hofbräuhaus 
Brewery, which goes back 
to 1579 and is Munich’s 
most popular beer hall. My 
Louie’s Finer Meats t-shirt 
is fitting for the evening!
The next morning, it’s on 

to Austria and the city of 
Vocklabruck, where I have 
been several times before. 
Our stay includes a meal 
in the city center, where 
my conversation with a 
couple sitting next to our 
table leads them to entertain 
those present with a song 
which includes yodeling. 
Three minutes on the trip I 
will not forget.
The evening ends with a 

game against the Attnang-
Puchheim A’s, which con-
cludes just before the rain 
comes again. Following our 
victory, a dinner on a grill 
provides great food and fun, 
something many of our par-
ents enjoy the entire contest 
from a gazebo in center-
field. This will be the last 
game the weather will allow 
us to play on this trip.
In the morning, it’s off to 

one of my favorite Euro-
pean countries, Slovenia. 
The country gained its Inde-
pendence from Yugoslavia 
in 1991 and it sits in a great 
position in the Balkans, 
with Austria the Alps to its 
north, the Adriatic Sea and 
Italy 90 minutes to the west, 
and Hungary to the east.
It was the first European 

country I ever visited and it 
holds a special place in my 
heart. It was also the first 
place I found regular cof-
fee here is an expresso and 
I learned instead to order 
“White Milk,” which my 
friend calls, “Kids Coffee.”
We start our stay in the 

country with a visit to Bled, 
a small city an hour north 
of Ljubljana, the Capital. A 
large Castle sits high above 
the town, while an Island 
Church sits in the middle of 
Lake Bled. Going back to 
Medieval times, our Castle 
visit offers a look at life long 
ago. The rest of our day of-
fers swimming for many of 
the players and for others a 
boat ride to a church dating 
back to the 1600s, when it 
replaced an older church 
built in the 800s. 
We spend two nights in 

Ljubljana, a vibrant city 
built on the Ljubljana River. 
Thursday provides a tour 
of the city and a great meal 
with an outstanding tender-
loin steak.
Friday, meanwhile, is 

filled with activities. It be-
gins with a morning visit 
to their market, one of the 
best I’ve ever seen. Found 
all along one side of the 
river are hundreds of ven-
dors selling everything 
from clothes, to handmade 
items of all kinds, to rows 
and rows of vegetables, to 
about anything else you can 
imagine. Throw in an Inter-
national Food Tasting Event 
and our whole day could be 
spent there or on the other 
side of the river which is 
filled with cafes and their 
outdoor seating.
Our afternoon, however, 

includes a lunch at Gostilni-
ca Orle, a restaurant located 
in the surrounding hills high 
above the city, while the 
evening concludes at Nos-
talgia, a Vintage Café along 
the river, owned by a good 
friend from my previous 
visits there. He provides a 
free t-shirt for each of our 
group members as we are 
entertained by a local band 
who play several Johnny 
Cash songs among their 
sets. 
We depart on Saturday 

morning, stopping at Slo-
venia’s Predjama Castle on 
the way to Ronchi, Italy and 
a game scheduled that night 
against the Italian 23 and 
Under National Team. Un-
fortunately, rain once again 
stops the evening’s sched-
uled contest, but we enjoy a 
great meal with our Italian 
host at the ballpark.
Sunday morning, our 

group of 74 heads to Ven-
ice, from where many will 
depart on Monday morning. 
For Jana, Clara, and myself, 
however, we hop on a Bul-
let Train to Milan that after-
noon, from where our flight 
leaves early the next day. 
The trip home from Eu-

rope is always long. By the 
time you count your time 
in an airport, connections, 
and the flights itself, it takes 
some 14 hours to reach the 
United States. It gives you 
time, however, to think back 

on the many things you saw 
and did and perhaps catch 
up on a bit of sleep.
My Champagne survived 

the flight, thanks to the dirty 
clothes that surrounded it. A 
few other items I purchased 
also remained in good con-
dition, either in my suit-
case or backpack. My great 
memories of my time in 
Europe, meanwhile, always 
come back in good shape.
Prior to 2007, I had no in-

terest in traveling overseas. 
Once there, however, the 
history, culture, and people 
keep me saying, “Now how 
do I get back.” I’m lucky, 
for in November, I already 
have a Clinic scheduled in 
Portugal.
I would encourage anyone 

who reads this to take their 
own trip to Europe. The 
greatest cost you’ll have 
is the flight there. Once in 
Europe, you’ll find the cost 

reasonable, the travel quite 
easy, and the people friend-
ly and ready to show you 
their country. 
From my many base-

ball trips to the wonderful 
Christmas Market River 
Cruise Barb and I took on 
the Danube a few years ago, 
each trip has provided me 
an opportunity to broaden 
my knowledge of another 
part of the world. I also real-
ize, however, my trips there 
will likely end sometime in 
the next few years. 
Then it will be someone 

else’s turn to take me to 
another part of the world 
through their own stories.


