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By Paul Bucher

Life Saving Water Rescue!

58th Annual Community Christmas Concert!

The 58th annual Community Christmas Concert takes place this Sunday, December 14th at First Lutheran 
Church. There are two times to catch the concert at both 2:00 and 4:00 pm. This year there is a whopping 84 
members of the Choir. Make plans to attend this concert which will certainly put you in the Christmas spirit. 
A free will offering for scholarships will be accepted.

Emergency personnel 
work quickly to get a wo-
man who fell through the 
ice out of the water on 
Beaver Dam Lake near 
Eagle Point last Saturday, 
December 6th. The quick 
actions  of many people 
led to a fantastic outcome 
with the woman and dogs 
escaping the harrowing 
situation. It goes witho-
ut saying the ice on area 
lakes is not safe in many 
locations with the recent 
snowfall only slowing the 
growth of the ice. Plea-
se use extreme caution 
when on the ice.

Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland 
Announces Digitization of the Cumberland Advocate 
The Thomas St. Angelo 

Public Library is pleased 
to announce the launch of 
the Cumberland Advocate 
digitization project. What 
does this mean? It means 
that Cumberland Advocate 
newspapers from 1882 to 
2024 can now be accessed 
online!
It is the library’s mission 

to provide quality materi-
als and services that fulfill 
education, information and 

cultural needs. This project 
was made possible with the 
foresight of the library, the 
generous financial support 
of donors, and the collabo-
ration of the Cumberland 
Advocate.
The collection is available 

through the Thomas St. An-
gelo Public Library website, 
hosted in partnership with 
Advantage Archives.
Digitizing the Cumberland 

Advocate ensures long-term 

preservation of historic 
print materials while mak-
ing local information acces-
sible to readers, research-
ers, genealogists, students, 
and community members. 
Articles such as obituaries, 
family notices and regional 
history will now available 
from the library or from 
your home.
The library plans to con-

tinue to digitize future 
newspaper releases. These 

efforts will support the li-
brary’s mission of increas-
ing access to information 
and strengthening partner-
ships.
For updates and access 

to the digitized collection, 
visit the Thomas St. Angelo 
Public Library of Cumber-
land’s website cumberland-
pl.org or contact the library 
at 715-822-2767.

Quick Actions Save 
Woman’s Life After 
Fall Through The Ice 
On Beaver Dam Lake
Every now and then you 

hear about a story of sur-
vival that makes the hair on 
your arms stand up, it gives 
you goosebumps.
 Well, a story unfolded 

here in Cumberland last 
Saturday morning just off of 
Eagle Point on Beaver Dam 
Lake that pretty much qual-
ifies as nothing less than a 
miracle. 
It was a normal Saturday 

morning for Sandy Capra 
and boyfriend Gary who 
live on Hines Lakeview 
Drive. Sandy said she was 
just getting a little Satur-
day morning exercise while 
looking out the window 
across Beaver Dam Lake 
when she saw what she 
called a black blob, pos-
sibly a garbage bag rolling 
across the ice. She quickly 
grabbed the binoculars 
which were right there. To 
her dismay, she saw a black 
dog with a long red leash 
running across the ice. Both 
she and Gary decided to 
call 911 immediately, even 
before the dog fell through 
the ice. Sandy said she 
knows from living there, 
that the ice was still very 
new. While on the phone 
with the 911 dispatcher, the 
dog fell into the water most 
likely chasing geese, which 
were on the lake. Shortly 
after, the owner of the dogs 
was attempting to get one 
of the dogs out of the wa-
ter when she fell in. Sandy 
stated she yelled multiple 
times to the victim that help 
was on the way. She could 
hear the woman’s screams 
for help, it was terrifying. 
Sandy stated Emergency 
Personnel had already been 
dispatched even before 
she fell in. The first phone 
call to 911 came in at 8:58 
am, and within 6 minutes, 
a Cumberland Healthcare 
EMS First Responder and 
Cumberland Police Officer 
were on scene and headed 
out on the ice to render aid. 
The two repeatedly tried to 

get a flotation donut to the 
woman in the water but 
couldn’t get her out of the 
water until members of the 
Fire Department arrived on 
scene in cold water rescue 
gear.
At 9:16 am, the first res-

cue swimmer was in the 
water and a couple minutes 
later, they had the woman 
out of the water and onto a 
sked basket and began pull-
ing her back to shore for a 
waiting ambulance ready 
to care for the hypothermic 
woman.
In talking with Cumber-

land Fire Chief Chad Olson, 
he stated the survivor is 
very fortunate. He said she 
was a fighter and battled to 
stay up on the edge of the 
ice. He said he truly be-
lieves the two dogs, which 
were right by her on the ice, 
were a motivating force for 
her to hang on. Those two 
dogs refused to leave her. 
And without a doubt, the 
quick action of both Sandy 
and Gary played a crucial 
role in the best possible 
outcome. Chad went on 
to say the actions of first 
responder Sara Mani and 
Cumberland Police Officer 
Mindi Westberg were noth-
ing short of heroic. The two 
put their lives in jeopardy 
to render aid to the woman 
in the water. Chad said ev-
erything went perfectly and 
some things were obviously 
crucial in the woman’s sur-
vival. Olson went on to say 
when the call came in to 
the fire department, four 
firefighters were already at 
the Fire Hall helping with 
Ruby’s Pantry so they were 
able to respond immediate-
ly. He is so thankful to have 
a great ending as the depart-
ment doesn’t always the 
best of outcomes.You can’t 
help but think sometimes its 
just not your time, divine in-
tervention as Sandy stated! 
The woman and two dogs 
are doing well. 

By Paul Bucher
The Cumberland City 

Council held their monthly 
meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 2nd at 6 pm at City 
Hall. After roll call and 
the Pledge of Allegiance, 
the council got on with the 
nights agenda. 
The council quickly ap-

proved the consent agenda, 
approval of payment of 
expenses and approval of 
November meetings. The 
council next approved op-
erator licenses for several 
people at various establish-
ments.
Next the Board approved 

the following for Election 
in specters for the 2026-
2027 election cycles. James 
Brom, Kelly Cady, DeeDee 
Dague, Phil Flottum, Deb 

Goldsmith, Jan Keehn, Do-
ris Laursen, Pam Mysicka, 
Dick Nerbun, Carol Rohl, 
Sue Skinner, Nancy Talbot, 
Joy Friedman, Dean Meyer, 
Lorna Meyer, Chris Olson, 
Michelle Beyreis and Ed 
Griese.
Next with no one present 

for public comment, the 
Board moved into Parks and 
Recreation. 
After a short discussion, 

a motion passed from a re-
quest to transfer perpetual 
Care Funds to cover ceme-
tery storm clean up expens-
es in the amount of $10,800. 
All were in favor and the 
motion passed. 
In the Planning Commis-

sion, there was a discussion 

City Council Holds December 
Meeting
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•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland
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For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 

Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com

This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider
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This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

The Hook and Needles Book Club Ladies who are keeping busy knitting hats, scarves, and mittens for the 
Warming Tree for anyone who needs a little extra warmth this winter. The Warming Tree is located at the 
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library. 

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public  
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

   For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Corn Hole
is coming to Cumberland at 

the American Legion!
An 8 week league, beginning

Thursday, October 16th
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Open to the public!
$10 per person, bring your 

own bags. Blind draw. 
Register on Scoreholio

Come at 6:30 pm if you would like 
instructions on playing or registering.

Any quest ions, 
contact  A lyson 
Lundeqaum at 715-

419-1858.
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C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, DEC. 11 • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball • 5-7:30 PM MS 
Boys Basketball @ Ladysmith • 5:45-8:45 pm HS Girls Basketball Home vs 
St. Croix Falls •
FRIDAY, DEC. 12: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball-ES Gym • 4-5 pm CCE: 
Choose Fit • 4-5 pm Wrestling Meet @ Wisconsin Dells • 5:45-8:45 pm HS 
Boys Basketball @ St. Croix Falls • 
SATURDAY, DEC. 13: • 9am - 4 pm HS Wrestling @ Wisconsin Dells • 11 
am-1 pm Pickleball ES Gym • 5:45-8:45 pm HS Girls Basketball @ Chetek-
Weyerhaeuser •
SUNDAY, DEC. 14 : • 8-10 am CCE: Adult Volleyball •
MONDAY, DEC. 15 : • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 4-5 pm CCE: 
Choose Fit • 5-7 pm MS Boys Basketball @ Spooner • 7:30-8:30 pm High 
School Band & Choir Concert •
TUESDAY, DEC. 16: • 6:30 am-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 5-7:30 
pm MS Boys Basketball Home vs Rice Lake • 5:45-8:45 pm HS Girls Basketball 
@ Barron • 8-10 pm CCE: Adult Volleyball • 
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 17 : • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE Pickleball •  

Cumberland Pickleball for All Seasons
Now that Winter is on it’s way… The weather will most likely force you  inside….

*Visit the Cumberland Elementary School 

(Enter through the Gym doors) Monday –thru- Friday

*Gym Door will be open from 6:30 a.m.-7:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Evening: 6:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m.

*November and December – Saturday - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

(Exception will be 12/7-1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  - Cost:  Free -

ADULT VOLLEYBALL

TUESDAY EVENINGS • 8:00 - 10:00 PM

CUMBERLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GYM

COST: FREE

public welcome & free of cost! 
Due to the Cumberland High School construction... the 

Cumberland Fitness  Center is now closed for the summer. 

However, if you are interested in working out with the 

weight equipment - it will be open with an attendant in a tent  

on the Endeavor Stadium site Monday to Friday 5:15 am - 7:00 am

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER 
Come and enjoy the Cumberland Fitness Center 

and stay in shape year round!
CHECK US OUT! COST IS FREE!

Try our great Cardio and Weight Equipment!
CFC Hours: Monday-Friday Mornings 6-8 am

Monday-Thursday Evenings 4-7pm
& Friday 4-6 pm

Questions or concerns?
Contact Susan Bridger CCE Director 

715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

To register or for further questions, contact:   
Susan Bridger CCE Director 715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

Thursday, December 11
Hamburger/cheeseburger, chips, 

baked beans, peaches. 
MS/HS: Pizza. 

ES: Uncrustables.
Friday, December 12

Personal pizza, broccoli. 
MS/HS: Uncrustables. ES: Uncrustables.

Monday, December 15
Hamburger/cheeseburger, fries. 

MS/HS: Pizza. 
ES: Uncrustables.

Tuesday, December 16
Nachos, corn, black beans. 

MS/HS: Pizza. 
ES: Uncrustables.

Wednesday, December 17
Christmas Dinner: Breaded chicken 

drum stick, mashed potatoes with gravy, 
cranberries, green beans, frosted cookie. 

MS/HS: Pizza. ES: Uncrustables.

SCHOOL   LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 
canned fruits and vegetables. MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE 

TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

SCHOOL  LUNCH
Thursday, December 11
Hamburger/cheeseburg-
er, chips, baked beans, 
peaches. MS/HS: Pizza. 

ES: Uncrustables.
Friday, December 12

Personal pizza, broccoli. 
MS/HS: Uncrustables. 

ES: Uncrustables.
Monday, December 15
Hamburger/cheeseburg-
er, fries. MS/HS: Pizza. 

ES: Uncrustables.
Tuesday, December 16

Nachos, corn, black 
beans. MS/HS: Pizza. 

ES: Uncrustables.
Wednesday, December 17

Christmas Dinner: 
Breaded chicken 

drum stick, mashed pota-
toes with gravy, 

cranberries, green beans, 
frosted cookie. 
MS/HS: Pizza. 

ES: Uncrustables.
All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 

pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 
canned fruits and vegetables. 

MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE 
TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

Lucia was a Christian maiden 
martyred during the time of the 
Roman Emperor Diocietian, 

about 304 A.D. This traditional 
celebration opens the Christmas 
season all over Sweden. It has 
been celebrated at Augustana 
since 1979. The program will 

start with a short candlelit service 
in the sanctuary featuring Lucia 
and her attendants, followed by 
a light Swedish breakfast in the 
Great Hall. All area women and 
girls are invited to attend this 

celebration of light in the winter 
darkness and the birth of Jesus, 

the Light of the World.

The Annua l  
 S t.  Luc ia  Fes t iva l 

 will be held on     
  Friday,  December 12th    
         at  7 a.m.  at 
       Augustana
  Lutheran Church
   1025  Second Ave.
    Cumberland, WI

       715-822-2890

Warming Tree!Hook & Needles Book Club’s 
Community Outreach

The Thomas St. Angelo 
Public Library’s Hook 
& Needles Book Club 
is once again spreading 
warmth throughout the 
community. Earlier this 
season, members knit-
ted and crocheted shawls 
and lap blankets, then 
reached out for recom-
mendations of commu-
nity members in need. 
Thanks to their gener-
osity, 10 deserving in-
dividuals received these 
heartfelt gifts.
Now the group is shar-

ing joy once again by 
bringing back the Li-
brary’s Warming Tree, 

filled with hand-knit 
hats, scarves, and mittens 
for anyone who needs a 
little extra warmth. Com-
munity members are invit-
ed to take an item for them-
selves or share one with 
someone in need. Help 
yourself or take a gift to 
someone who could use it.
Donations to the library 

are appreciated but not 
required. These items are 
meant to be shared!
To learn more, visit the 

Thomas St. Angelo Pub-
lic Library of Cumber-
land’s website at cum-
berlandpl.org or call 
715-822-2767.

P l e a s e  j o i n  u s 
i n  c e l e b r a t i n g  10 
years of fun times at 

the Hammer 
Bar!


