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Quick Actions Save
Woman’s Life After
Fall Through The Ice

On Beaver Dam Lake

By Paul Bucher

Every now and then you
hear about a story of sur-
vival that makes the hair on
your arms stand up, it gives
you goosebumps.

Well, a story unfolded
here in Cumberland last
Saturday morning just off of
Eagle Point on Beaver Dam
Lake that pretty much qual-
ifies as nothing less than a
miracle.

It was a normal Saturday
morning for Sandy Capra
and boyfriend Gary who
live on Hines Lakeview
Drive. Sandy said she was
just getting a little Satur-
day morning exercise while
looking out the window
across Beaver Dam Lake
when she saw what she
called a black blob, pos-
sibly a garbage bag rolling
across the ice. She quickly
grabbed the binoculars
which were right there. To
her dismay, she saw a black
dog with a long red leash
running across the ice. Both
she and Gary decided to
call 911 immediately, even
before the dog fell through
the ice. Sandy said she
knows from living there,
that the ice was still very
new. While on the phone
with the 911 dispatcher, the
dog fell into the water most
likely chasing geese, which
were on the lake. Shortly
after, the owner of the dogs
was attempting to get one
of the dogs out of the wa-
ter when she fell in. Sandy
stated she yelled multiple
times to the victim that help
was on the way. She could
hear the woman’s screams
for help, it was terrifying.
Sandy stated Emergency
Personnel had already been
dispatched even before
she fell in. The first phone
call to 911 came in at 8:58
am, and within 6 minutes,
a Cumberland Healthcare
EMS First Responder and
Cumberland Police Officer
were on scene and headed
out on the ice to render aid.
The two repeatedly tried to

get a flotation donut to the
woman in the water but
couldn’t get her out of the
water until members of the
Fire Department arrived on
scene in cold water rescue
gear.

At 9:16 am, the first res-
cue swimmer was in the
water and a couple minutes
later, they had the woman
out of the water and onto a
sked basket and began pull-
ing her back to shore for a
waiting ambulance ready
to care for the hypothermic
woman.

In talking with Cumber-
land Fire Chief Chad Olson,
he stated the survivor is
very fortunate. He said she
was a fighter and battled to
stay up on the edge of the
ice. He said he truly be-
lieves the two dogs, which
were right by her on the ice,
were a motivating force for
her to hang on. Those two
dogs refused to leave her.
And without a doubt, the
quick action of both Sandy
and Gary played a crucial
role in the best possible
outcome. Chad went on
to say the actions of first
responder Sara Mani and
Cumberland Police Officer
Mindi Westberg were noth-
ing short of heroic. The two
put their lives in jeopardy
to render aid to the woman
in the water. Chad said ev-
erything went perfectly and
some things were obviously
crucial in the woman’s sur-
vival. Olson went on to say
when the call came in to
the fire department, four
firefighters were already at
the Fire Hall helping with
Ruby’s Pantry so they were
able to respond immediate-
ly. He is so thankful to have
a great ending as the depart-
ment doesn’t always the
best of outcomes.You can’t
help but think sometimes its
just not your time, divine in-
tervention as Sandy stated!
The woman and two dogs
are doing well.

City Council Holds December

Meeting
By Paul Bucher

The Cumberland City
Council held their monthly
meeting on Tuesday, De-
cember 2nd at 6 pm at City
Hall. After roll call and
the Pledge of Allegiance,
the council got on with the
nights agenda.

The council quickly ap-
proved the consent agenda,
approval of payment of
expenses and approval of
November meetings. The
council next approved op-
erator licenses for several
people at various establish-
ments.

Next the Board approved
the following for Election
in specters for the 2026-
2027 election cycles. James
Brom, Kelly Cady, DeeDee
Dague, Phil Flottum, Deb

Goldsmith, Jan Keehn, Do-
ris Laursen, Pam Mysicka,
Dick Nerbun, Carol Rohl,
Sue Skinner, Nancy Talbot,
Joy Friedman, Dean Meyer,
Lorna Meyer, Chris Olson,
Michelle Beyreis and Ed
Griese.

Next with no one present
for public comment, the
Board moved into Parks and
Recreation.

After a short discussion,
a motion passed from a re-
quest to transfer perpetual
Care Funds to cover ceme-
tery storm clean up expens-
es in the amount of $10,800.
All were in favor and the
motion passed.

In the Planning Commis-
sion, there was a discussion

sze Savmg Water Rescue’

Emergency personnel
work quickly to get a wo-
man who fell through the
ice out of the water on
Beaver Dam Lake near
Eagle Point last Saturday,
December 6th. The quick
actions of many people
led to a fantastic outcome
with the woman and dogs
escaping the harrowing
situation. It goes witho-
ut saying the ice on area
lakes is not safe in many
locations with the recent
snowfall only slowing the
growth of the ice. Plea-
se use extreme caution
when on the ice.

Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland
Announces Digitization of the Cumberland Advocate

The Thomas St. Angelo
Public Library is pleased
to announce the launch of
the Cumberland Advocate
digitization project. What
does this mean? It means
that Cumberland Advocate
newspapers from 1882 to
2024 can now be accessed
online!

It is the library’s mission
to provide quality materi-
als and services that fulfill
education, information and

cultural needs. This project
was made possible with the
foresight of the library, the
generous financial support
of donors, and the collabo-
ration of the Cumberland
Advocate.

The collection is available
through the Thomas St. An-
gelo Public Library website,
hosted in partnership with
Advantage Archives.

Digitizing the Cumberland
Advocate ensures long-term

preservation of historic
print materials while mak-
ing local information acces-
sible to readers, research-
ers, genealogists, students,
and community members.
Articles such as obituaries,
family notices and regional
history will now available
from the library or from
your home.

The library plans to con-
tinue to digitize future
newspaper releases. These

efforts will support the li-
brary’s mission of increas-
ing access to information
and strengthening partner-
ships.

For updates and access
to the digitized collection,
visit the Thomas St. Angelo
Public Library of Cumber-
land’s website cumberland-
pl.org or contact the library
at 715-822-2767.

58th Annual Commumty Chrlstmas Concert’

The 58th annual Community Christmas Concert takes place this Sunday, December 14th at First Lutheran
Church. There are two times to catch the concert at both 2:00 and 4:00 pm. This year there is a whopping 84
members of the Choir. Make plans to attend this concert which will certainly put you in the Christmas spirit.
Cont’d on page 12 A free will offering for scholarships will be accepted.

Cumberiand

Hardware

Curbside
Pick-u
Available!

T Superlor Ave,* Gumberiand, Wi+ 715-821-8459

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday - Friday 8 am - 5 pm
Saturday 8 am-4 pm
Sunday 10 am- 2 pm

Delivery
Availablex

*Some restrictions apply
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Hook & Needles Book Club’s Warmlng Tree!

Community Outreach

The Thomas St. Angeldilled with hand-knit
Public Library’s Hook hats, scarves, and mitten
& Needles Book Clubfor anyone who needs
is once again spreadingjttle extra warmth. Com
warmth throughout themunity members are invit
community. Earlier thised to take an item for them
season, members knitselves or share one wit
ted and crocheted shawlsomeone in need. Help
and lap blankets, theryourself or take a gift to
reached out for recomsomeone who could use it
mendations of commu Donations to the library|
nity members in needare appreciated but ng
Thanks to their generrequired. These items arg
osity, 10 deserving i meantto be shared!
dividuals received these To learn more, visit the
heartfelt gifts. Thomas St. Angelo Pub
Now the group is sharlic Library of Cumber
ing joy once again byland’s website at cum
bringing back the Li berlandpl.org or call
brary’'s Warming Tree,715-822-2767.
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—
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The Hook and Needles Book Club Ladies who are keeping busy knitting hats, scarves, and mittens for the
Warming Tree for anyone who needs a little extra warmth this winter. The Warming Tree is located at the
Thomas St. Angelo Public Library.
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! ' na Lugi SATURDAY. DEC. 13: + 9am - 4 pm HS Wrestli Wi in Dells » 11
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am-1 pm Pickleball ES Gym ¢ 5:45-8:45 pm HS Girls Basketball @ Chetel
Cumberiand, Wi allghtSvecsh reastn e For further information or emergency food

Weyerhaeuser ¢

SUNDAY, DEC. 14 :+8-10 am CCE: Adult Volleyball «
Great Hall. Alfare women and assistance, please call 715-822-3767.
qirs are invited o atend this

MONDAY, DEC. 15 :+6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym ¢ 4-5 pm CCE

Choose Fit « 5-7 pm MS Boys Basketball @ Spooner ¢ 7:30-8:30 pm High
School Band & Choir Concert «

celebration of it in the witer

darkness and the birh of Jesus,

the Light of the World.
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SteLucia Festival o ees -

martyred during the tme of the
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cumberlandfoodpantry@gmaII.Com @ Barron ¢ 8-10 pm CCE: Adult Volleyball «
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WEDNESDAY. DEC. 17 :+6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball «

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER
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O ful Son S %z%? SCHOOL LUNCH Try our great Cardio and Weight Equipment!
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Ch A c . h Hamburger/cheese_burger, fries. %L ,X( Now that Winter is on it's way... The weather will most likely force you inside. J.
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‘ﬁ%& This institution is an Equal Opportumty Prowder ey S D ; . P t .......... tt ................................
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Q FlI‘bt LUtheran ChUI'Ch j% * gdg Vg& %;Qo@( ‘%5:7 p;; “qg’% X; Kg@ Susan Bridger CCE Director 715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com
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