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Company Honor Graduate!

LCpl. Jack Owens (right), of Cumberland, stands with Sgt. Jacob Rademacher of Recruiting Sub-Station Eau 
Claire following the graduation ceremony at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego on Nov. 25. Owens was 
named Company Honor Graduate — the top recruit among 505 Marines — and the Marine Corps flew Sgt. 
Rademacher to San Diego to recognize his achievement. Owens is pictured holding the company honor gradu-
ate award.

City crews work to remove snow early Monday morning. Snow reports from the area vary from 5 or 6 inches 
up to 11 in Sarona from the Sunday night storm.

Cumberland’s Jack Owens Named Company Honor 
Graduate at Marine Corps Recruit Depot San Diego; 
Owens earns top honor among 505 recruits; Marine 
Corps flies in his hometown recruiter for the ceremony
CUMBERLAND — 

When Jack Owens left Wis-
consin this fall to begin the 
demanding 13-week jour-

ney of Marine Corps re-
cruit training at MCRD San 
Diego, he set his sights on 
earning the title of United 

States Marine. What he 
achieved instead was some-
thing even rarer.
Owens, a Cumberland 

native with family ties to 
Comstock, graduated on 
November 25, 2025, as the 

January: (8) Matthew Olson, 40, of Cumberland has 
been charged with 2nd degree sexual assault of a child 
under the age of 16 years old. The report of the chief indi-
cates that Olson began sexually assaulting the child since 
she was nine years old. He is facing 40 years in prison and 
fined  $100,000 if convicted.

(15) The Wisconsin Badgers honored former players at 
last Friday’s contest versus Minnesota. Among those hon-
ored was Cumberland resident and 1965 graduate John 
Schell. Schell helped the Beavers to the state tournament 
in 1965 and is a member of the Wisconsin Basketball 
Coaches Association Hall of Fame. Schell played for the 
Badgers from 1966 through 1969 and was drafted by the 
Milwaukee Bucks in the 8th round in 1969. The Beavers 
court is named in his honor. 

On January 8, 2025, removal/dredging of sediment 
from Library Lake commenced. The process began in 
September 2024 by installing sheet piling to block off the 
channel under Grove Street bridge between Library Lake 
and Rabbit Bay. 

(22) Emergency Response Teams from both Barron 
County and Rusk County made entry into a residence on 
Jeffrey Blvd. Devin Baldwin, of Cumberland had badly 
assaulted his mother and refused to come out of the resi-
dence. Baldwin was eventually removed and taken to jail. 
This was his third time ERT have been called to the resi-
dence and the standoff lasted three hours.

(22) Congratulations to Jack Owens and Harrison Rup-
pel for going over 100 career wins. The two helped pro-
pel Cumberland to the tournament Championship at last 
weekend’s Beaver Dam Slam. 

Cumberland Athletic Director Lorne Majewski pre-
sented Dawson Johnson a series of plaques honoring the 
Four Time State Champion. Johnson now wrestles for the 
University of Minnesota. 

Lexi Anderson

(29) Twelve year old Lexi Anderson, of Cumberland, 
was in need of a new heart and underwent a successful 
heart transplant surgery at Children’s Hospital of Milwau-
kee last Tuesday, January 21. Lexi was first diagnosed 
with Restrictive Cardiomyopathy in December of 2023. 
Restrictive Cardiomyopathy is a rare form of heart fail-

Cont’d on page 11
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DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

s

•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please provide name and address 
information and bring a sturdy bags to carry food.   
Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 

the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry
@gmail.com or call 
715-822-3767

This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public 
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

   For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Corn Hole
is coming to Cumberland at 

the American Legion!
An 8 week league, beginning

Thursday, October 16th
7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Open to the public!
$10 per person, bring your 

own bags. Blind draw. 
Register on Scoreholio

Come at 6:30 pm if you would like 
instructions on playing or registering.

Any questions, 
contact Alyson 
Lundeqaum at 715-

419-1858.

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, JAN. 1: • NO SCHOOL - CHRISTMAS VACATION •

FRIDAY, JAN. 2:  • NO SCHOOL - CHRISTMAS VACATION •

MONDAY, JAN. 5: • 6:30-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 5:45-8:45 pm 

HS Girls Basketball @ Hayward •

TUESDAY, JAN. 6: • 6:30 am-7:30 am CCE Pickleball - ES Gym • 4-5 pm 

CCE: Choose Fit • 5:45-8:45 pm HS Boys Basketball Invite @ Ashland • 7-9 

pm HS Wrestling Home vs Barron •

WEDNESDAY, JAN 7: • 6:30-7:30 am  CCE Pickleball •  

Cumberland Pickleball for All Seasons
Now that Winter is on it’s way… The weather will most likely force you  inside….

*Visit the Cumberland Elementary School 

(Enter through the Gym doors) Monday –thru- Friday

*Gym Door will be open from 6:30 a.m.-7:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Evening: 6:00 p.m - 8:00 p.m.

*November and December – Saturday - 11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

(Exception will be 12/7-1:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m.  - Cost:  Free -

public welcome & free of cost! 
Due to the Cumberland High School construction... the 

Cumberland Fitness  Center is now closed for the summer. 

However, if you are interested in working out with the 

weight equipment - it will be open with an attendant in a tent  

on the Endeavor Stadium site Monday to Friday 5:15 am - 7:00 am

THE CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER 
Come and enjoy the Cumberland Fitness Center 

and stay in shape year round!
CHECK US OUT! COST IS FREE!

Try our great Cardio and Weight Equipment!
CFC Hours: Monday-Friday Mornings 6-8 am

Monday-Thursday Evenings 4-7pm
& Friday 4-6 pm

Questions or concerns?
Contact Susan Bridger CCE Director 

715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

To register or for further questions, contact:   
Susan Bridger CCE Director 715-822-5121 ext. 403 or sbrid@csdmail.com

Weight & Wellness: Take Charge of 
Your Health Journey

Facilitated by Mary Ricci
Let us help you be successful on your 2026 

wellness health journey toward improving your health!
This is a wellness program you will love! This program will provide you 
with nutritional expertise and experience for well-balanced health. You 

will be provided with menus, shopping lists and delicious recipes!

This new session will take place Wednesday evenings
January 7, 2026 - February 4, 2026 

 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm • Thomas St. Angelo Public Library-Cumberland
Please Register by January 3, 2026

A one-time charge of $49 will cover the cost of the manual used for this program. 
* The first 5 people to register will receive the class manual for FREE!

TO REGISTER....Contact: Mary A Ricci 715-822-3655 or 
Susan Bridger CCE Director, Email: sbrid@csdmail.com, 

Call: 715-822-5121 ext. 403

Thursday, January 1
HAPPY NEW YEAR! NO SCHOOL. 

Friday, January 2
NO SCHOOL

Monday, January 5
Chicken patty, fries, carrots. 

MS/HS: Pizza. ES: Uncrustables.
Tuesday, January 6 

Nachos, corn, black beans.
MS/HS: Pizza. ES: Uncrustables.

Wednesday, January 7
Lasagna with meat, broccoli, 

homemade wheat bread.
MS/HS: Pizza. ES: Uncrustables.

SCHOOL   LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen 
and canned fruits and vegetables. MENU IS SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

ETC FUNDRAISER

- FREEWILL DONATIONS -

Donations will go towards the 
after school program.

"THE DEATH OF 
BAD ELVIS"

January 16th & 17th
7:00 PM
at ETC

✓ Cumberland’s Ruby’s Pantry will remain a drive 
through Pantry at the Cumberland Fire Hall. 

✓ The Fire Hall is located behind the 
Elementary School. You will be directed to line up in 

the 3M parking lot. Please follow our parking directors. 
✓ Fast Track guests will line up on the

 far side of the 3M parking lot.

Saturday, January 3
Distribution will be held at Cumberland Fire Hall 

as a drive through Pantry. Everyone Welcome!
Please do not arrive before 6:30 AM 

NO Registration Required
Distribution from 8 to 9:30 AM

Donation is $25 per share
Cash Preferred - No Checks Please 

Wisconsin Northwest Heritage 
Passage Announces 2025 Grant 
Recipients Supporting Area Art 
Teachers
Spooner, WI — December 

28, 2025 — The Wiscon-
sin Northwest Heritage 
Passage (WNHP), a non-
profit 501(c)(3) arts ad-
vocacy organization, is 
proud to announce the 
recipients of its 2026 
grant program, dedicated 
to supporting art teach-
ers across Northwest Wis-
consin. This initiative will 
provide nine $500 grants 
for the Spring 2026 semes-
ter, empowering local edu-
cators to enhance their art 
programs and supplement 
supply budgets.
The WNHP grant pro-

gram aims to enrich the 
educational experience for 
students in grades K-12 
and promote the visual arts 
throughout the region. With 
these funds, teachers can 
acquire additional materi-
als and resources to inspire 
creativity and engagement 
in their classrooms.
2025 Grant Recipients:
•	 Christine Sik – 

Spooner High School
•	 Kimberly Pearson 

– St. Francis de Sales Cath-
olic School, Spooner
•	 Meaghan Soren-

son – Hayward High School
•	 Amanda Buck – 

Spooner Middle School
•	 Annette Sellner – 

Spooner Elementary School
•	 Ellyn Schneider – 

Barron Middle School
•	 Holly Waterman 

– Cumberland Middle 
School
•	 Rebecca Johnson – 

Turtle Lake High School
•	 Brianna Hagmann 

– Northwood School, Mi-
nong
In addition to the grant 

program, WNHP is com-
mitted to showcasing stu-
dent talent through its an-
nual exhibition at the Arts 
in Hand Gallery in Spooner. 
Selected students have the 
opportunity to display their 
artwork, with a special open-
ing reception for families, 
friends, and the community. 
This initiative expands stu-
dents’ understanding of the 
arts beyond the classroom 
and encourages them to pur-
sue their creative passions.
Since its founding in 1999, 

Wisconsin Northwest Heri-
tage Passage has worked to 
promote and celebrate the 
handmade arts of Northwest 
Wisconsin. The organiza-
tion’s mission is to educate 
the public about the signifi-
cant impact of the creative 
community on the region’s 
cultural and economic vital-
ity, while fostering growth 
within the area’s artistic in-
dustries.
Support for the Arts in 

Hand Gallery in Spooner 
directly enables the funding 
of these art teacher grants. 
By visiting, participating 
in events, or contributing 
to the gallery, you help sus-
tain vital arts education op-
portunities for students and 
teachers throughout North-
west Wisconsin.
For more information 

about Wisconsin Northwest 
Heritage Passage and ways 
to support, visit https://
w w w. a r t s i n h a n d . c o m /
about.

Jack Owens...
Company Honor Graduate 
— the highest distinction 
awarded to a recruit and an 
honor reserved for the top 
performer among 505 Ma-
rines in his training com-
pany.
Owens trained with 1st 

Recruit Training Battalion, 
Alpha Company, Platoon 
1003, where he demon-
strated standout leadership 
from the start. He served as 
Platoon Guide throughout 
his entire training, assisting 
drill instructors in maintain-
ing standards, discipline, 
and motivation within the 
platoon.
His exceptional perfor-

mance across all areas of 
recruit training — leader-
ship, academics, physical 
fitness, marksmanship, and 
character — led to his se-
lection as Company Honor 
Graduate. This achievement 
earned him a promotion to 
E3 Lance Corporal.

As a result, the Marine 
Corps flew in his home-
town recruiter, Sgt. Ja-
cob Rademacher of Re-
cruiting Sub-Station 
Eau Claire, to attend the 
ceremony where Owens 
received formal recogni-
tion.
“Jack has worked in-

credibly hard for this,” 
said his mother. “We are 
so proud of his courage, 
commitment, and leader-
ship. He set his mind on 
becoming a Marine, and he 
exceeded every expecta-
tion.”
Following graduation, Ow-

ens will continue his Marine 
Corps training as he begins 
the next phase of his military 
career. For the community 
of Cumberland, his achieve-
ment is a source of pride and 
a reflection of the values that 
shaped him long before he 
stepped onto the yellow foot-
prints at MCRD San Diego.

Governor Evers Signs Executive 
Order #283 Declaring an Energy 
Emergency

MADISON — Gov. Tony 
Evers announced on De-
cember 23rd he has signed 
Executive Order #283, ex-
tending the energy emergen-
cy in the state of Wisconsin. 
Due to persistent challenges 
caused by a pipeline disrup-
tion within the Midwest-
ern pipeline distribution 
system, coupled with high 
demand for residential heat-
ing fuel, including heating 
oil and propane, Executive 
Order #283 will support the 
swift and efficient delivery 
of these products through-
out the state. Executive Or-
der #283 replaces Executive 
Order #282 signed by Gov. 
Evers on December 5th.   
“The health, welfare, and 

safety of our neighbors 
depend on access to fuel 
for home heating, and as 
disruptions continue, this 
emergency declaration will 

help ensure folks and fami-
lies across the state have the 
fuel they need to stay warm 
and safe,” said Gov. Evers.      
According to the Public 

Service Commission of 
Wisconsin’s Office of En-
ergy Innovation, multiple 
suppliers report continued 
challenges with having to 
drive further distances to 
collect needed products. 
Executive Order #283 

extends the waiver of 
certain state and federal 
hours of service and adds 
a waiver to state weight 
limit restrictions, allow-
ing suppliers to get caught 
up from the pipeline and 
weather-related delays. The 
waiver remains in effect 
through January 16 or as 
long as drivers transport-
ing residential heating fuel 
are responding to the emer-
gency, whichever is shorter. 
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Cumberland School Board Holds Last Meeting 
of 2025  by Mark R. Fuller
The Cumberland School 

Board gathered in the Mid-
dle School Commons on 
December 22 as they held 
their monthly meeting, the 
last of 2025. Following the 
Pledge of Allegiance, the 
Board quickly passed the 
Consent Agenda and began 
the evening with the District 
Reports.
Director of Learning 

Isaac Lundquist began 
the evening by updating 
the Board on the recently 
completed Access Test-
ing of Grades 5-12, the 
upcoming testing of Pilot 
programs for Grades 2-5 
in the Core Knowledge 
Language Arts Curricu-
lum, and the first round of 
Interventions for reading 
efficiency. These inter-
ventions include literacy 
screenings to identify at-
risk students, leading to 
personalized strategies to 
help each student achieve 
academic growth.
Mr. Lundquist gave an 

example to the Board of 
one current student whose 
intervention increased 
his reading by 35 per-
cent, while discussing the 
January use of two Pilot 
Curriculum programs for 
teachers in Grades 2-5 
which will run for approx-
imately nine weeks. Both 
programs have received 
strong endorsements from 
Wisconsin Schools cur-
rently using these curricu-
lums. 
Lundquist added the cur-

rent Wonders Curriculum 
at the Elementary has 
been successful, but add-
ed, “We’re always on the 
lookout for even stronger 

and more impactful cur-
riculums for our students.”
Next up were the Ac-

tion Items, which began 
with the approval of 24 
revisions and one policy 
replacement as required 
annually to meet Statutory 
Compliances and Federal 
and State Laws. Minimal 
changes were needed and 
the Board passed the re-
quired changes following 
a brief discussion.
The Board then approved 

the School Safety Plan in 
accordance with the Wis-
consin Statute requiring 
an on-site safety assess-
ment be conducted before 
the Board approves such a 
plan. That drill was held 
on December 9 involving 
the local Police Depart-
ment, Fire Department, 
and School Administra-
tion.
Superintendent Dr. Barry 

Rose gave an overview of 
the event which included 
a written summary by Po-
lice Chief Wolfe and con-
firmed things went well. 
Following the discussion, 
the Safety Plan was ap-
proved.
The Action Items con-

cluded with the Board 
approving contracts for 
Lorne Majewski as JV 
Basketball Coach and Wil-
liam Rosenow as C-Team 
Coach. 
Next up was an update 

from  Superintendent Dr. 
Rose on the High School 
Project. He gave a posi-
tive and gratifying look at 
where the School Stands 
with both Phase B, the 
West Wing and Gymna-
sium, and Phase C, the 

Commons and two-story. 
Dr. Rose used a series 
of pictures to show the 
quickly on-going changes.
Dr. Rose further gave an 

update on the green house, 
kitchen and gymnasium, 
where two new score-
boards will be installed 
over Christmas break. He 
added a December 3 Fi-
nance Meeting showed all 
checks and balances for 
the project were good and 
investments were going 
well.
The Evening concluded 

with Reports from the 
three building Principals.
Elementary Principal 

Ferguson discussed a 
successful “Shop with a 
Cop Night”, the Kinder-
garten Gingerbread mak-
ing event, and the annual 
Christmas Concerts which 
drew huge crowds and lots 
of praise.
Middle School Principal 

Green gave a rundown on 
the many activities going on 
in both the classrooms and 
out, Caroling in the commu-
nity by students, and a very 
successful Penny Wars for 
Margaret’s Project Santa.
High School Principal 

Dan Hopkins concluded the 
evening by discussing the 
excellent work done by the 
Maintenance Staff for the 
Holiday Concerts, recent 
classroom involvement by 
some of the communities 
Veterans, and the beginning 
of tryouts for the Spring 
Musical, “Annie.”
Following the Administra-

tive Reports, the Board ad-
journed with the next meet-
ing scheduled for Monday, 
January 19.

Happy New Year 1900; The Island City Enters 
a New Century  by Mark R. Fuller
It was December 1899 

and as the end of another 
year neared and the 20th 
Century lay on the Hori-
zon the residents of Cum-
berland prepared first for 
Christmas. Merchants 
from the Chicago Store, 
S. W. Hines Mercantile, 
Jacobsons, The Company 
Store, and E. Zimmer-
man and Company filled 
the December Advocates 
with great deals for the 
city residents and their 
family members. 
Finding savings and 

good deals were neces-
sary as the average 1899 
family had an annual in-
come of only $3,000 with 
many having no indoor 
plumbing, phone, or a 
car. About half of the Na-
tion’s children lived in 
poverty, while many of 
the youth did not attend 
school past 8th grade; 
instead, laboring in fac-
tories or fields. The life 
expectancy of a male was 
51 and female 46, while 
infant and child mortality 
rates were high.
Despite these statistics, 

an article in the Advocate 
emphasized the recent 
growth and prosperity of 
Barron County as New 
Year’s Eve neared. The 
paper announced that 
40,000 acres had been 
sold to settlers in 1899, 
adding, “Official records 
show that Barron County 
has developed during the 
past five years faster than 
any County in the State.” 
This led the Counties 
population to surpass 
27,000 by the end of the 
year.
Cumberland was also 

growing as the same pa-
per listed changes to the 
city over the past year 
which included 20 rebuilt 
or improved residences, 
two new mills, and a 
new saloon building by 
S. Palmer. Additionally, 
two more new Saloons 
were opening soon as 
the Mumbleau broth-
ers of Minneapolis were 
moving into the Seddon 
Building and John Good-
man had announced his 
new establishment could 
be found in the Rasmus 
Johnson Building.
Additionally, there were 

major changes coming to 

the Island City bank as O. 
A. Ritan, who founded the 
Bank in 1895, announced 
he was moving to Or-
egon for health reasons. 
First arriving in the area 
in 1874, Ritan was part 
of the original group that 
petitioned to make Cum-
berland a city, donated 
the land where First Lu-
theran Church was built, 
served as the President 
of the City Council, and 
served as a member of the 
County Board of Supervi-
sors for several years.
Upon leaving, he would 

say, “I bespeak for this 
Institution and for the 
city of Cumberland con-
tinued growth and pros-
perity. With the kindliest 
feeling for the people of 
Cumberland and Barron 
County, I bid you fare-
well for the present.”
The deluge of Christmas 

mail and the closing of 
schools on December 22 
indicated Christmas was 
near. 
To help those not getting 

their mail regularly, each 
December Advocate post-
ed a list of letters that had 
not been picked up. The 
Post Office listed 10 let-
ters “Uncalled for” as of 
December 16, including 
ones for Lars Gilbertson, 
Oscar Olson, and Orpha 
Hinch. 
For others who checked 

for mail, but didn’t get 
any, the Advocate offered 
a bit of humor, saying, 
“What a woebegone lot of 
faces there are when the 
Cumberland boys go to 
the Post Office and fail to 
get any mail. Girl’s, take 
pity on them.”
Schools, meanwhile, 

closed after their yearly 
Christmas programs. 
Teachers headed to their 
well-deserved Christmas 
breaks, while Principal 
Pease planned to include 
a stop at the Wisconsin 
Teacher’s Association 
meetings in Milwaukee. 
The High School, mean-
while, put out their Sec-
ond Annual “Island City 
Student Newspaper,” 
which was published by 
the Advocate. The paper 
called it, “A very inter-
esting sheet and a credit 
to the students.”
As a prelude to the 

PTA, which was found-
ed in 1910, the mothers 
of the school children 
met before the upcoming 
Christmas break to hold 
a meeting on Saturday, 
December 16 to discuss 
issues of the day. It was 
pronounced as a success 
and those in attendance 
said, “It is believed that 
an occasional meeting of 
this kind will result in 
much good.” 
Soon, the many Christ-

mas activities were over 
and the transition to a 
new Century lie just 
days ahead. Celebra-
tions around the Country 
would be largely regional 
with little known as to 
what went on in other 
communities. There was 
no Dick Clark or Times 
Square ball drop to bring 
in 1900. 
The only National Event 

that received attention 
was the story of the 1892 
Steamship, the SS War-
rimoo. In this unique 
story, it was positioned 
on New Year’s Eve at the 
intersection of the Equa-
tor and International Date 
Line with its bow in the 
Southern Hemisphere and 
its stern in the Northern 
Hemisphere where it ex-
isted in different days, 
months, years, seasons, 
and centuries simultane-
ously.
In the Island City, mean-

while, other than the fam-
ily get-togethers that took 
place in homes, the only 
Island City community 
event on Sunday, Decem-
ber 31 was an 8:00 pm 
watch party at the Meth-
odist Church. Sponsored 
by the cities churches and 
young people’s societies, 
It offered an invitation to 
the residents of Cumber-
land to, “Watch the old 
year out and the new year 
and new century in.”
I’m sure all who attend-

ed that event 125 years 
ago enjoyed their time 
together and wondered 
what lie ahead. Some-
thing we’ve continued to 
do each year since and 
will do this Wednesday 
night. 
Here’s wishing each of 

you a very Happy New 
Year and all the best in 
2026.
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“Year in review: Business, economic column themes grouped”

FREE READING HELP

Barron County Area 
Literacy Council
715-637-5797
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Editor.
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The reason for this policy is the number 
of such letters received and the potential for 
campaigns to inundate the editorial page 
with letters on behalf of their candidates.

MADISON, Wis. – Writ-
ing a weekly business-
centric column can mean 
52 different themes within 
a year – or, more likely, a 
patchwork of recurring 
themes that weave a larger 
picture.
 Here are some com-

mon threads in my 2025 
columns, as well as a few 
loose ends in the fabric.
 Tariffs and trade (9) – 

Wisconsin’s economy is 
built on pillars such as 
manufacturing, agricul-
ture, transportation and 
technology, all of which 
can be subject to out-
side pressures. A column 
in January shortly after 
President Trump took of-
fice noted: “The worry is 
that retaliatory tariffs – the 
essence of a trade war – 
would disrupt the supply 
chain … Business costs 
could rise over time and 
consumers would likely 
wind up paying more.”
 As the year closed with 

“affordability” being a 
buzzword, the ups-and-
down of tariffs, trade and 
foreign investment will 
likely remain on the 2026 
topic list.
 Research and develop-

ment (10) – As the admin-
istration rolled out cuts in 
federal support for aca-
demic R&D, an early 2025 
column noted: “Trump 
may well be justified in di-
aling back federal spend-

ing; the nation has run a 
deficit every year since 
2001 … What’s alarming 
is that university research 
seems like a counter-pro-
ductive place to start.”
 That theme was revisited 

around Wisconsin’s exper-
tise in cancer detection and 
treatment, immunothera-
py, vaccine development, 
engineering, agriculture, 
computing and more. 
These disciplines help to 
spark young companies or 
reinvigorate the old. As the 
rest of the world (especial-
ly China) catches up to the 
United States, expect other 
R&D funding updates in 
2026.
 Entrepreneurship and 

early stage investing (12) 
– In a January column that 
noted Wisconsin lags most 
states in startups of all 
types, from barbershops 
to biotech, I noted: “The 
answers to Wisconsin’s 
startup shortage are com-
plex … Whether you live 
in a small town or a ma-
jor city, you should care 
about how many young 
companies are born and 
how many survive infancy. 
Those startups may grow 
up to be the major employ-
ers of tomorrow.”
 As the year progressed, 

columns looked at some 
encouraging tech startup 
trends as tracked by an 
out-of-state observer; an-
gel and venture capital in-

vestments and needs; state 
of Wisconsin tax policies; 
the rise of Exact Sciences; 
and examples of success 
outside the state’s largest 
cities. Expect more such 
reports in 2026.
 Energy needs and solu-

tions (7) – Several col-
umns noted it’s tempting to 
blame the rise of artificial 
intelligence and data cent-
ers for rising energy needs, 
but bigger drivers are a 
generally expanding econ-
omy; electric vehicles; the 
continuing electrification 
of many industrial sectors; 
and the fact that consum-
ers tend to buy any device 
that comes with a power 
cord. Examples of possi-
ble solutions in Wiscon-
sin were renewables such 
as solar energy, renewed 
interest in nuclear fission 
and homegrown successes 
in nuclear fusion.
 Fusion is not just a fu-

turistic energy source. As 
three Wisconsin compa-
nies are demonstrating, 
atomic isotopes produced 
through nuclear fusion 
can fight cancer, enhance 
national security, inspect 
industrial components 
and recycle nuclear waste. 
That story will be followed 
in 2026.
 AI pros and cons (4) – 

This topic grew hotter in 
Wisconsin and the nation 
as the year wore on. Pro-
ponents see the potential 

for breakthroughs in a va-
riety of economic sectors; 
skeptics worry about deep 
fakes and scammers, en-
ergy and water use, effects 
on children, the loss of 
entry-level jobs and more.
 One recent column noted 

how “physical AI” could 
bolster Wisconsin’s core 
industries: “To borrow a ti-
tle from a hit holiday mov-
ie, perhaps “AI For Good” 
needs time in the theater of 
popular opinion.”
 Will national standards 

for AI use and abuse calm 
legitimate fears? Let’s 
hope so, because interna-
tional competition won’t 
stand still for fragmented 
50-state arguments. More 
to be covered in the new 
year.
 Other topics: This mixed 

bag included the need to 
create a College of Com-
puting and AI at UW-Mad-
ison, which was approved 
by the Board of Regents 
in December. Rural health 
care and economic stabil-
ity were another theme. 
The surprising resilience of 
smoking despite decades of 
evidence linking it to cancer 
and other health dangers 
was among others.
 Happy New Year and 

thanks for reading!
Still is president of the 

Wisconsin Technology 
Council. He can be reached 
at tstill@wisconsintechnol-
ogycouncil.com.

10 Years Ago
January 6, 2016

In honor of the holi-
day season, Cumberland 
Healthcare staff partici-
pated in a food drive to 
support the Cumberland 
Food Pantry. Cumberland 
Healthcare staff members 
were divided into team 
determined by the month 
that they were born in. 
The food drive was a huge 
success with a total of 
475 items donated to the 
Cumberland Food Pantry.  
This is the third year staff 
members  have par t ic i -
pated in a food drive. 

20 Years Ago
    January 4, 2006
F o r  t h e  s i x t h  y e a r, 

Theater in the Woods is 
sponsoring Community 
Collage-a fast moving se-
ries of vocal, instrumen-
tal, dance and theatrical 
performances by area ju-
nior and high school age 
students. This year, David 
Hopkins-Hile, of Cum-
berland, will be perform-
ing two original works for 
voice and guitar.

On December 29, at ap-
proximately 12:33 p.m., 
the Sheriff ’s Department 
received a 911 call from 
Trapper’s Crossing Bait 
and Liquor Store in Chet-
ek regarding an attempted 
armed robbery. Two males 
entered the store and de-
manded money from the 
clerk while displaying a 
handgun.  The clerk re-
moved a loaded shotgun 

from under the counter 
and fired one round to-
wards the suspects. The 
suspects f led the store 
wi thout  rece iv ing  any 
money. This incident is 
still under investigation.

    30 Years Ago
   January 3, 1996
1995 was the safest 

hunting year on record, 
with 54 accidents, only 
one of which was fatal, 
according to the Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es. Five years ago, Wis-
consin had 93 accidents 
with five fatali t ies,  10 
years ago there were 98 
accidents with nine fa-
talities. 

     40 Years Ago
  January 1 , 1986
Lori Nyhus of Cum-

berland, was chosen as 
the grand prize winner 
in the Chamber of Com-
merce ’s  r ecen t  Snow-
f l a k e  D a y s  d r a w i n g . 
N y h u s  w i n s  a  d i n n e r 
and show for two at the 
Carleton Celebrity Din-
ner Theater as well as a 
night’s accommodations  
in the Twin Cities.

The Cumberland Fire 
Department received 41 
c a l l s  d u r i n g  1 9 8 5  i n -
cluding eight  chimney 
fires and eight car fires. 
Other calls included 10 
building fires, four grass 
fires, four false alarms 
and seven miscellaneous 
fires.

    50 Years Ago 
  January 1, 1976

William Bay, execu-
tive director of Impact 
Seven Inc., and a local 
resident of Cumberland, 
was recently awarded a 
beaded  Ind ian  meda l -
l ion  in  recogni t ion  of 
his  “ long,  outs tanding 
concern and dedication 
to Indian Projects,” and 
particularly in the fields 
of alcoholism rehabilita-
tion and economic devel-
opment.

   60 Years Ago
January 6, 1966
C u m b e r l a n d  R u r a l 

Firemen were called to 
the Clarence Munchow 
home, six miles north-
west of the city in Crys-
tal Lake at 4:12 pm on 
Sunday. A chimney fire 
caused minor damage.

Airman Second Class 
Dennis L. Crawford, son 
of Mr. and Mrr. Onie L. 
Ca l i gu i r e  o f  Cumber-
land, has been selected 
Outstanding Airman of 
the Month for his unit 
a t  Sheppard AFB, TX. 
Crawford was honored 
for his exemplary con-
duc t  and  du ty  pe r fo r-
mance.

     70 Years Ago
 January 5, 1956
The  wea the r  r epo r t 

for December shows the 
coldest reading was on 
December  19,  when i t 
d ropped  to  minus  29 , 
bu t  tha t  a in ’t  no th ing 
compared to a minus 32 
in 1946 and 33 below in 
1936. 

   80 Years Ago
January 3, 1946
For the first  t ime in 

history, with the excep-
t ion  of  the  war  years . 
Stokely Foods Inc., will 
run through the winter 
t h i s  y e a r.  O p e r a t i o n s 
w i l l  p robab ly  con t in -
ue  th rough  the  win te r 
months at much the same 
pace as they have during 
the summer. 

WEATHER WEATHER

Temperature and precipi-
tation readings are taken 

at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 

hours and are
 provided by the 

Cumberland Utility 
Office.

January 2012
Average Temp. 17.8 º

9.2º above normal
Precipitation

.65” 
.35” below normal

WEATHER

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. 
for the previous 24 hours and 

are provided by the
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Snow    
2/20         17    -14     0.1
2/21         24      10    6.6”
2/22         21       -1      -
2/23         26        8     0.8
2/24         29       18    3.5
2/25         18      -13     0.7”
2/26           2       -20     -

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for the 

previous 24 hours and are provided by 
the Cumberland  Utility Office

  2025 

2017
2019

Date     Hi     Lo  Snow
3/15    28       0      -
3/16    33       3     -
3/17    41     14    Tr.
3/18    38      25   Tr.
3/19    34      24     -
3/20    47      25     -
3/21    52      22     -

WEATHER

2017

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 
provided by the Cumberland 

Utility Office.

Date  Hi    Lo   Prec.  Snow     
1/21   -10   -26    0.00    0.00
1/22    12   -26    0.01    0.5
1/23    25   -5      0.01    0.2
1/24    7    -14     0.00   0.00
1/25 25 -12  0.02   0.7
1/26  24   2    0.00    0.00
1/27  28   8    0.00    0.00

WEATHER
  2019

Temperature and precipita-
tion readings are taken at 
7 a.m. for the previous 24 
hours and are provided by 

the Cumberland 
Utility Office.

  2025

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 

provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Precip   
3/13         38    11      0.06
3/14         40    34      0.15
3/15         43    26      0.25
                        Snow 0.1
3/16         33    15     Trace
3/17         32    13       -
3/18         29    12    Trace
3/19         39    15      -

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for the 

previous 24 hours and are provided by 
the Cumberland  Utility Office

2021
WEATHER

Date  Hi    Lo  Pre.  Snow
2/23 38  24  Trace Trace
2/24 39  28  0.22   1.0
2/25 34  22  0.00   0.00
2/26 35  20  0.00   0.00
2/27 38  19  0.00   0.00
2/28 41  28  0.03   0.6
3/1   30   7   0.11    3.2

Temperature and precipitation readings 
are taken at 7 a.m. for the previous 24 

hours and are provided by the 
Cumberland Utility Office.

2019

WEATHER
Date Hi    Lo   Snow    
2/27           6      -6    3.4”
2/28         12     -10     -
3/1           19     -14      -
3/2           17      -9    4.0”
3/3           17    -16      -     -
3/4             0     -22     -
3/5             6     -17  Trace

Temperature and precipitation 
readings are taken at 7 a.m. for 
the previous 24 hours and are 
provided by the Cumberland  

Utility Office
.

Date     Hi    Lo prec. Snow     
12/23   34   19    0.0    0.0
12/24   34   15    0.0    0.0
12/25   32   19    0.0    0.0
12/26   30    24   0.05  0.0
12/27   33   30   trace  0.0
12/28   33   31   0.01   0.0
12/29   33    8    0.36    5.2

Date      Hi      Low  Snow 

2/13       20      13    3.2”
2/14       23      13      -
2/15       26        -4    0.5”
2/16       16     -12     -
2/17       18     -10     -
2/18       23      - 2     - 
2/19        19      -13    -

Well how about that snow storm! Thank good-
ness the wind didn’t get as bad as forecasted, or 
I’m pretty sure there would have been a lot of 
power outages. Channel 11 out of the cities said 
Rice Lake got 9 inches and Sarona 11 inches. I 
figure we got something closer to 9 at my house 
up by Timberland. It was the wet heavy stuff un-
derneath for sure, as my driveway is now a skat-
ing rink. As an ice fisherman, I wish we would not 
have gotten that much, but I know skiers, snow-
mobilers and snow lovers in general are smiling 
this morning. I will say it is very pretty!

-0-
It is that time of year that it tends to get pretty 

quiet here at the newspaper. It’s funny during the 
busy parts of the year we have ton’s of photo’s 
and there is always something going on. As we 
put together this week’s paper a day early, I don’t 
have much for photo’s at all. Sports are quiet with 
the Christmas break and not much took place this 
past week. I have to remind myself its like this 
every year, always gets slower for a few months. 
It does allow for a few extra days of fishing I must 
say. Speaking of fishing, I finally got on some 
perch! I have had a heck of a time the past couple 
of months finding my favorite fish to eat. Man, 
they are so good, I had them twice the past couple 
of days. I hope I can get through the snow and go 
fish them again soon. 

-0-
Boy, every time I think I know what’s going 

on in the NFL, I sure don’t. From one week to 
the next there is constantly games that make you 
scratch your head. Parity at its finest, at least this 
year there are some new teams with good records 
that should be fun to watch in the playoffs. The 
Packers will need to get it turned around in a 
hurry if they are going to make any noise when 
the playoffs start. I’m afraid injuries might be too 
much to over come but who knows. The Bears 
meanwhile, continue to play games that are a 
blast to watch. I’m not sure if they can continue to 
get turnovers at the same pace they have for most 
of the season. Typically playoff teams don’t turn 
the ball over very often. It will be fun to watch. It 
is not very often that a Packer-Vikings game this 
time of year means nothing, but that is the case 
for next weekend’s border battle. A little bragging 
rights is all! Have a great week and Happy New 
Year to all!
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JR FIX-IT
    CUMBERLAND TIRE

TIRES - BRAKES 
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE

OPENING MARCH 3
HOURS: Monday - Friday 

8:30 am - 5:00 pm
TIRES • BRAKES 

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICES
& MORE!!!

     JR FIX-IT
CUMBERLAND TIRE

715-671-0334

715-671-0334

1060 ELM ST. - CUMBERLAND, WI

1060 ELM ST. - CUMBERLAND, WI

 715-
671-0334

HOURS: Monday-Friday 8:30 am - 5:00 pm

Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Dalton L. Eisenhuth, 27, 

Rice Lake, refuse to take test 
for intoxication after ar-
rest, $50.00. Chaim Gluck, 
27, Brooklyn, NY., speed-
ing, $175.30. Sophia M. 
Green, 17, Menomonie, 
speeding, $175.30. Zach-
ary D. Hovey, 30, Sarona, 
OWI, $968.00. Alice A. 
Rettenmund, 58, Prairie 
Farm, operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, 
$200.50. 

     Complaints 
Thomas L. Greschner, 

57, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with set fire with-
out extinguishing fire. His 
court date was scheduled 
for December 19, 2025.
Benjamin J. Miller, 20, 

of Bloomer, has been 
charged with underage 
drinking. His court date 
is scheduled for February 
25, 2026.
Andrew T. Woodman, 18, 

of New Auburn, has been 
charged with underage 
drinking. His court date 
is scheduled for February 
25, 2026.
Brayden L. Schindler, 

18, of Bloomer, has been 
charged with underage 
drinking. His court date 
is scheduled for February 
25, 2026.

Criminal
Traffic

Isaac K. Erickson, 21, 
of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with operating 
while revoked. His initial 
appearance is scheduled 
for January 14, 2026.
Jacob S. Simar, 28, of 

Maple, WI., has been 
charged with operating 
commercial motor vehi-
cle without a license. His 
court hearing is scheduled 
for January 21, 2026.
Leonides A. De Jesus, 

39, of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with OWI, oper-
ating while revoked and 
ignition interlock device 
tampering/failure to in-
stall/violate court order. 
His adjourned initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
January 21, 2026.
Heather A. Krueger, 37, 

of Rice Lake, has been 
charged with OWI and 
operate with restricted 
controlled substance. 
Her initial appearance is 
scheduled for January 20, 
2026.
Jeffrey G. Lindquist, 

30, of Amery, has been 
charged with operating 
commercial motor vehicle 
without a license. His ini-
tial appearance is sched-
uled for January 7, 2026.
Erick A. Perez-Chavar-

ria, 28, of Almena, has 
been charged with oper-
ate without valid license. 
His initial appearance is 
scheduled for January 7, 
2026.
Jesus Ruiz, 68, of Cum-

berland, has been charged 
with operate without valid 
license. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Jan-
uary 7, 2026.
Valerie M. Frisinger, 

71, of Barron, has been 
charged with OWI and op-
erating with PAC. Her ini-
tial appearance is sched-
uled for January 7, 2026.

Criminal
Traffic

Shane A. Pisa, 29, of 

Birchwood, has been 
charged with OWI, oper-
ating with PAC and op-
erating while revoked. 
His initial appearance is 
scheduled for January 7, 
2026.
Troy W. Watson, 54, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Jan-
uary 7, 2026.
Alicia M. Johnson, 38, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked. Her initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Jan-
uary 7, 2026.

Criminal
Complaints

 Paulino T. Lopez, 35, of 
Almena, has been charged 
with resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer. His initial 
appearance is scheduled 
for January 7, 2026.
Justin J. Hiber, 47, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer. His initial 
appearance is scheduled 
for January 14, 2026.
Renee L. Fairbanks, 

55, of Webster, has been 
charged with possession 
of THC, party to a crime, 
use or possess with in-
tent to use masking agent 
and possession of meth-
amphetamine. Her ad-
journed initial appearance 
is scheduled for January 7, 
2026.
Ceasar A. Davenport, 

21, of Barron, has been 
charged with misdemean-
or battery, disorderly con-
duct, operating a motor ve-
hicle under the influence, 
obstructing an officer, and 
two counts of threaten to 
cause bodily harm to cer-
tain individuals involved 
with a court system.
On Saturday, Decem-

ber 20, 2025, at approxi-
mately 10:40 p.m., Rice 
Lake Dispatch  advised 
that G.R.H. reported that 
the defendant, Davenport, 
had physically assaulted 
him. Dispatch advised that 
Davenport had left the 
scene in a vehicle.
An officer with the Rice 

Lake Police Department, 
reports that while in route, 
he observed a vehicle in 
the west ditch on 21 3/8 
St., around a quarter mile 
north of 600 Colan Bou-
levard, which the cover 
sheet to the officer’s re-
ports reflect to be in Rice 
Lake. The officer reports 
the vehicle was registered 
to Davenport.
The officer reports he 

turned on his rear emer-
gency lights and saw that 
the vehicle had its lights 
on and was admitting ex-
haust fumes. The officer 
then observed a male sub-
ject, who he reports was 
later identified as Daven-
port, step out of a small 
tree line next to the ve-
hicle.
The officer reports he 

advised Davenport to stay 
where he was, but Daven-
port entered the driver’s 
seat and closed the door. 
The officer made contact 
with Davenport, and re-
ported it appeared that the 
vehicle was stuck in the 
snow. Davenport appeared 
to be crying, and the of-
ficer observed the front 
driver’s side tire to spin. 
The officer asked Daven-
port to put the vehicle in 
park. Davenport did not 
put the vehicle in park and 
began pressing the accel-

erator even more.
The officer ordered Dav-

enport to step out of the 
vehicle, which he did not.
The officer reports an-

other officer with the 
same department arrived 
on scene, and Davenport 
continued to press his foot 
on the accelerator. The of-
ficer’s report reflect that 
they continued to order 
him out of the vehicle and 
removed him from the ve-
hicle. The officer reports 
he felt Davenport attempt 
to pull away from them 
and to have resistive ten-
sion as they did so.
The officer reports they 

escorted Davenport to 
the ground, and the offi-
cer placed Davenport in 
handcuffs, as he was still 
being resistant. The offi-
cer reports the Rice Lake 
Sergeant arrived on scene 
and they placed Davenport 
i the back of his squad car.
The officer reports that 

Davenport continued to be 
argumentative and to yell 
in the back of the squad 
car. The officer observed 
Davenport to have red, 
glassy eyes, slurred speech 
and smelled a strong odor 
of intoxicant coming from 
Davenport’s breath. 
The officer reports the 

sergeant asked Davenport 
if he would be willing to 
do a field sobriety test, 
and Davenport agreed to. 
However, the officer re-
ports that due to concerns 
of further physical alter-
cation, given Davenport’s 
demeanor, field sobriety 
testing was ultimately 
foregone.
The officer reports Dav-

enport advised that he 
crashed his car, and ver-
bally identified himself. 
The officer reports he 

responded to Colan Bou-
levard and made contact 
with G.R.H. and T.M.K. 
The officer reports both 
advised they had been 
drinking alcohol with 
Davenport throughout the 
evening. The officer re-
ports G.R.H. advised the 
plan for the evening was 
for him and Davenport to 
spend the night at T.M.K.’s 
residence. G.R.H. ad-
vised that Davenport left 
T.M.K.’s apartment and 
got in his vehicle. Dav-
enport then started doing 
burnouts in the parking 
lot with his vehicle, then 
entered the roadway and 
drove away. The officer 
reports that G.R.H. and 
T.M.K. both indicated a 
short time later Davenport 
returned in his vehicle and 
began ramming T.M.K.’s 
Can-Am UTV and four-
wheeler with his vehicle. 
The officer reports that 
G.R.H. videotaped the 
incident and showed it to 
him.
The officer reports that 

in the video he observed 
Davenport’s vehicle strik-
ing the UTV and four-
wheeler in an intentional 
manner. As Davenport 
was ramming the UTV 
and four-wheeler, both 
G.R.H. and T.M.I. exited 
the apartment. As they 
did so, Davenport exited 
the vehicle holding a belt 
and whipped G.R.H. in 
the face with it. The of-
ficer reports at that point 
T.M.K. tackled Daven-
port, and Davenport then 
got back into his vehicle 
and drove away. 
The officer’s reports 

reflect he further ques-

tioned Davenport, and 
asked what happened be-
fore he crashed his car 
into the ditch. Davenport 
stated that before he left, 
he fought and tackled 
T.M.K., and he wanted to 
turn around and beat his 
“best friend” up. Daven-
port advised he did not 
know what made him want 
to fight T.M.K., but he was 
mad at him. Davenport 
stated he had one alcohol-
ic drink at approximately 
10:00 pm that night.
The officer reports dis-

patch advised that Dav-
enport had one prior OWI 
conviction. The officer 
applied a search warrant 
for Davenport’s blood 
and transported him to a 
nearby hospital. The of-
ficer reports Davenport 
stated multiple times that 
he would not give his 
blood, and indicated that 
he would fight with the 
officers, but that he even-
tually complied with the 
blood draw, and that Dav-
enport’s blood was sent 
out for further testing.
The officer reports that 

while at the hospital, Dav-
enport had made it appar-
ent that he was not going 
to comply with the blood 
draw and was extremely 
belligerent throughout 
the process. The officer’s 
reports reflect that when 
asked for compliance 
Davenport responded by 
yelling obscenities and in-
sults at himself and other 
officers on scene. The of-
ficer  reports that prior to 
Davenport’s blood being 
drawn, Davenport looked 
directly at him and said, 
“I’m still going to kick your 
butt. I am going to kick you 
the hardest, I hop you know. 
I am not going to hold back.” 
The officer reports Daven-
port then repositioned his 
feet and scrunched his face 
in a manner that led the of-
ficer to believe Davenport 
was preparing to kick him. 
The officer reports he per-
ceived Davenport’s com-
ments as a threat, and did not 
consent to such.
 The officer reports he and 

other officers grabbed Dav-
enport to hold him down for 
the blood draw. The officer 
reports that due to his loca-
tion in the room, he was the 
officer responsible for secur-
ing Davenport’s legs. The 
officer reports while gain-
ing control of Davenport’s 
person, he felt resistive ten-
sion. The officer reports that 
due to the manner in which 
Davenport was attempting 
to move his legs, he believed 
Davenport was attempting to 
kick him. The officer reports 
that if he had been unable to 
gain control of Davenport’s 
legs, Davenport would have 
kicked him.
The officer reports Dav-

enport continued yelling 
obscenities and insults 
throughout the remainder of 
contact. 
The sergeant’s reports re-

flect he had also responded 
the hospital and asked Dav-
enport on multiple occa-
sions if he would cooperate. 
Davenport had indicated he 
would not allow officers to 
draw his blood, even after 
shown the warrant. Dav-
enport indicated he would 
fight with the officers. The 
sergeant reports he informed 
that they may cut his jacket 
sleeves to avoid removing 
the handcuffs for their safety.
If convicted for misde-

meanor battery, Davenport 

may be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned for 
not more than nine months or 
both. For disorderly conduct, 
he may be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned 
for not more than 90 days 
or both. For operating a mo-
tor vehicle while under the 
influence, he may be fined 
not less than $350 nor more 
than $1,100 and imprisoned 
for not less than five days 
nor more  than six months. 
For obstructing an officer, he 

may be fined not more than 
$10,000 or imprisoned for 
not more than nine months 
or both. For  two counts of 
threaten to cause bodily 
harm to certain individuals 
involved with a legal court 
system, he may be fined 
not more than $10,000  for 
each count or imprisoned 
for not more than six years 
or both for each count. His 
adjourned initial appearance 
is scheduled for January 7, 
2026.
       

No Ice is Safe Ice
MADISON, Wis. – The 
Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
wants you to brush up on 
ice safety tips before head-
ing out on frozen waterbod-
ies this winter.
ICE SAFETY
If you head out to one of 

Wisconsin’s many lakes or 
rivers to ice fish, snowmo-
bile, ATV, cross-country 
ski, or just to enjoy a winter 
day, we want you to have 
fun and be safe. A bit of 
advance planning and prac-
ticing basic ice precautions 
can help you return home 
safely.
When Is Ice Safe?
There really is no sure an-

swer, and no such thing as 
100 percent safe ice. You 
cannot judge the strength 
of ice by one factor like its 
appearance, age, thickness, 
temperature or whether the 
ice is covered with snow. 
Ice strength is based on a 
combination of several fac-
tors, and they can vary from 
water body to water body. 
Ice strength can also vary in 
different areas of the same 
body of water.
Know Before You Go
View and download the 

Know Before You Go Ice 
Safety Brochure [PDF].
Because ice conditions 

vary, it is important to know 
before you go. The DNR 
does not monitor local ice 
conditions or the thickness 
of the ice. Local bait shops, 
fishing clubs and resorts 
serve winter anglers every 
day and often have the most 
up-to-date information on 
how thick the ice is on lo-
cal lakes and rivers, as well 
as areas that are especially 
dangerous.
Safety Tips
    Dress warmly in layers.
    Don’t go alone. Head 

out with friends or family. 
Take a cell phone if avail-
able, and make sure some-
one knows where you are 
and when you are expected 
to return.
    Know before you go. 

Don’t travel in areas you are 
not familiar and don’t travel 
at night or during reduced 
visibility.
    Avoid inlets, outlets or 

narrow that may have cur-
rent that can thin the ice.
    Look for clear ice, which 

is generally stronger than 
ice with snow on it or bub-
bles in it.
    Carry some basic safety 

gear: ice claws or picks, a 
cellphone in a waterproof 
bag or case, a life jacket and 
length of rope.
What To Do If You Fall 

Through Ice
If you fall through the ice, 

remain calm and act quick-
ly.
 Do not remove your win-

ter clothing. Heavy clothes 
can trap air, which can help 
provide warmth and flota-
tion. This is especially true 
in a snowmobile suit.
    Go back toward the di-

rection you came. That is 
probably where you will 
find the strongest ice – and 
what lies ahead is unknown.
    Place your hands and 

arms on the unbroken sur-
face. This is where a pair of 
nails, sharpened screwdriv-
ers or ice picks are handy in 
providing the extra traction 
you need to pull yourself up 
onto the ice.
    Kick your feet and dig in 

your ice picks to work your 
way back onto the solid ice. 
If your clothes have trapped 
a lot of water, you may have 
to lift yourself partially out 
of the water on your elbows 
to let the water drain before 
starting forward.
    Once back on the ice, 

don’t try to stand up. Lie flat 
until you are completely out 
of the water, then roll away 
from the hole to keep your 
weight spread out. This 
may help prevent you 
from breaking through 
again.
    Get to a warm, dry, 

sheltered area and warm 
yourself up immediately. 
In moderate to severe 
cases of cold-water hy-
pothermia, you must seek 
medical attention. Cold 
blood trapped in your ex-
tremities can come rush-
ing back to your heart 
after you begin to warm 
up. The shock of the chilled 
blood may cause ventricular 
fibrillation leading to a heart 
attack and death!

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

UTV’s Fall Through Ice on 
Shell Lake
Two separate incidents led 

to UTV’s that have broken 
through the ice on Shell 
Lake’s South Bay. No in-
juries were reported, and 
the operators and both ma-
chines were recovered from 
the lake quickly.
Unusual winter weather 

conditions this winter so 

far, have created danger-
ous conditions on many 
area lakes. Big temperature 
swings, followed by signifi-
cant snowfalls, have cre-
ated the perfect storm for 
outdoor enthusiasts. 
Please use extra caution 

when venturing out onto 
the ice.
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Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave • Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Thank you for supporting these 
local professionals

Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave• Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES
Thank you for 
supporting these 
local professionals

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Thank you for 
supporting these 
local professionals

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

Pat’s Heating 
& Cooling
Furnace, AC,

boiler replacement 
and repair. 

OVER 20 Years 
Experience 

715-641-2476

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Paint and Stain * Wallpaper Removal * 
Power Washing * Interior & Exterior

715-651-8667
715-308-3219

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Call Bob at
715-419-0989

• Lawn Service  
• Snow Removal

HOMEOWNER’S HELPER

Edge of Color LLC

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233

p o w e r  &  l i g h t

715-293-4823
Valentino Torres

s

•PROVIDE NAME & 
ADDRESS INFORMATION
•BRING A STURDY BOX 

TO CARRY FOOD 

Cumberland
Area Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave.
Cumberland 

Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry 

Open Fridays 1-3 pm
1290 1st Ave. • Cumberland

For first time visit please provide name and address 
information and bring a sturdy bags to carry food.   
Donations of unexpired food items can be brought to 

the pantry Fridays from 12 pm to 3:30 pm. 
Cash donations can be sent to the pantry 

P.O Box 741 Cumberland.
For further information or  emergency food 

assistance, please call 715-822-3767. 
Find us on Facebook @ Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry@gmail.com
This Pantry is an Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Find us on Facebook at 
Cumberland Area Food Pantry 

cumberlandfoodpantry
@gmail.com or call 
715-822-3767

This Pantry is an 
Equal OpportunityTEFAP Provider

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

The Christmas Eve can-
dlelight service at Barron-
ett Lutheran was, as usual, 
beautiful.  We had a quite a 
few visitors joining us that 
evening, and Pastor Todd 
made the story of Christmas 
seem new again.  

The congregation of Bar-
ronett Lutheran would, once 
again, like to thank Pastor 
Karen Johnson for filling in 
at the organ for our regular 
organist, Geri Pittman, on 
Christmas Eve.  I probably 
do not have to tell you this, 
but Karen plays the organ 
beautifully, and we appre-
ciate the fact that she al-
ways so graciously agrees 
to play for us.

The reason Geri was not 
at our church that even-
ing was that she spends 
every Christmas Eve with 
her family.  First, they had 
dinner and a birthday cel-
ebration for her son and 
daughter-in-law, Dan and 
Jess, at Geri’s house.  Af-
ter that, they drove over 
to St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
church in Almena for their 
Christmas Eve program, 
in which granddaughter, 
Brooke, participated.  

I had the indoor deco-
rations up the beginning 
of last week, but I didn’t 
think that I would be able 
to get the outdoor things 
out this year.  Well, Miriah 
and Jeremy Olson stopped 
by on Monday and helped 
us get the outside things 
set up.  Everything looks 
so nice now – we have the 
nativity scene, a Christmas 
tree, three deer, and icicle 
lights around the gazebo.  
I will take everything back 
into the garage in a couple 
weeks -- except for the ici-
cle lights.  It’s so nice to 
have a little light out there 
when we are walking into 
the house on these dark 
evenings.  Life is good!!

The Straw family had a 
wonderful weekend.  Mar-

vin and Marshall drove 
over to Green Bay on Sat-
urday morning to attend 
the Packer/Raven’s foot-
ball game that evening.  
(Not one of the Packer’s 
finest hours.)  They spent 
Saturday night in Green 
Bay, and came back Sun-
day.  Marvin said that 
when they first started 
home the roads were pret-
ty much okay, but as they 
got closer to home, they 
got a little dicey. 

While the guys were 
gone, Mandy and Morgan 
had a great girls’ day out.  
They started with a shop-
ping trip, and ended the 
day by going to a movie.  
I have to say, just to make 
my cousin, Jerry Birk, 
happy, it sounds like a 
good time was had by all.

Jim Copus drove up 
from Brooklyn, WI, last 
Monday to visit with 
friends and family before 
Christmas.  He comes 
up from his winter place 
in Florida every year to 
spend Christmas in the 
frozen north.  (Crazy 
man.)  We’re glad – It’s 
always great to have fam-
ily together at this time 
of year.  He stopped by to 
visit early that afternoon, 
and then he and Pat Olson 
came over later and visited 
for quite a while.  Pat and 
I both sent cookies home 
with him to share with his 
family when they had their 
get-together at his daugh-
ter, Denyse’s, house on 
Christmas day.

Jerry Marsh, Jodi Ladd, 
Ginny and Tami Wick-
ersham and Tami’s son 
and daughter, Kassim and 
Fatim, Savanna Marsh 
and Ryan Twomey spent 
Christmas in Worcester, 
MA with Alec, Sanara and 
Chiara Caracappa.  They 
spent Christmas Eve with 
Alec’s parents, Joe and 
Linda, and the rest of the 

Caracappa family.  I would 
have loved to be out there 
with them, spoiling that 
precious new baby, but it 
was not to be this year.  I 
did text Jerry and told him 
that, if they had any prob-
lems with flight cancella-
tions, I would be happy to 
drive my little-bitty Prius 
out there and bring them 
all home.  (Can you im-
agine that many people 
in that little car?  I would 
have had to shove some of 
them in a car-top carrier.)

Speaking of shoving 
people in places for trips, 
I have to tell you a story 
about my cousin, Curt 
Hefty.  Curt had a dog that 
he took with him every-
where he went.  One time 
one of his friends accused 
him of loving that dog more 
than he loved his wife, 
Mary Kay.  Curt had a quick 
answer for that, he said 
something like this: “Well, 
think about it – If I put the 
dog and Mary Kay in the 
trunk of my car, drove from 
our house in Anchorage 
to North Dakota and then 
opened the trunk, which 
one do you think would be 
happy to see me.”  He did 
have a point.

Nate Hargrove and 
Alyse and Tru Lehmann 
spent Christmas day with 
Nate’s sister and brother-
in-law, Emily and Jeremy 
Bartz, at their home in Rice 
Lake.  Tru said that they all 
had a fantastic time visiting 
with the family.

On Sunday Tru and Bel-
la Neitzel went skiing at 
Christie Mountain.  They 
had a great time, but by the 
time they got back to this 
area the roads were pretty 
bad so, instead of coming 
home, Tru spent the night 
with the Neitzel family.

I better run.  I hope you 
have a very happy and 
healthy 2026.  See you in 
the new year. 

S E N I O R  D I N I N G
Thursday, January 1

No Meal Service - New Year’s Day
Friday, January 2

Classic tator tot casserole with beef and mixed vegeta-
bles, pickled beets, assorted bread, fruit cobbler.

Monday, January 5
Salisbury steak, mashed potatoes with gravy, peas and 

carrots, assorted bread, chilled pears.
Tuesday, January 6

Ham & swiss sandwich, creamy bacon and potato soup, 
fruit and yogurt granola parfait.

Wednesday, January 7
Baked cod with creamy dill sauce, boiled potatoes, 

green beans, dinner roll, chocolate pudding.
Lunch is served at 11:45 am and includes milk and/or coffee. Suggested contribution is 

$8.00 per meal for anyone 60 years or older and $15.00 full cost for those under 60. 
Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center 

at 715-822-8794. MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
(No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the month 

served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St. 
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WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED:

There will be no parking on any city street 
between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed 
or towed.

WINTER PARKING REGULATIONS
There will be no parking on any city street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any 

day between November 1 through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.

WINTER 
PARKING

REGULATIONS
There will be no 
parking on any 

city street 
between the 

hours of 2:30 
a.m. and 6:00 

a.m. on any day 
between 

November 1 
through April 1. 
Violators may be 

ticketed or 
towed.

There will be no parking on any city 
street between the hours of 2:30 a.m. 
and 6:00 a.m. on any day between No-
vember 1 through April 1. Violators 
may be ticketed or towed.

ALL NIGHT PARKING 
PROHIBITED

November 1 through April 1

There will be no parking on any city street between the hours 
of 2:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. on any day between November 1 
through April 1. Violators may be ticketed or towed.
                                            

ALL NIGHT PARKING PROHIBITED
November 1 through April 1

Church Directory

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK
715-822-8337

1530 Elm St.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459
Odden’s Flowers

Open Mon-Fri: 8 AM -5 PM
Saturdays 8 AM-4 PM

Phone: 715-822-4835
Cumberland, Wisconsin

Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials
Shrubbery & Bedding Plants

Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 Prospect Ave.,
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister: Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: 402 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 8 & 
10:30  am: Communion 1st and 
3rd weeks of the month. Sunday 
School: 9:15 am

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE

Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 
a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1788 Elm Street
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Sunday Morning Service 10:00 
am for sermons from the Bible 
and Contemporary Worship, 
Children’s Church and nurs-
ery during service; Wednesday 
5:30 pm AWANA for Children 
and Youth Impact (returning 
in Sept.); Online services and 
calendar of events available at 
www.northernlakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 

      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
900 St. Anthony Street
Father Jayanna Kanna
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Isaac Nicholson 
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:00 
a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday’s 6:00 pm-Vesper 
Service
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: Scott Manly
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study:7:15 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH

Shell Lake, WI.
Josiah Hodgett, Lead Pastor
Worship Service: Sundays at 10 
am; Kids for Christ: Sundays at 
10:30 am, Uturn Student Mins-
tries: Sundays at 6 pm.
SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Pastor Diane Norstad
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion: 8:45 am Sunday 
School: 10:00 am

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays 
11:00 am; Holy communion first 
and third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

“Joseph”
by Pastor John Miels
St. Paul Lutheran Church

 Joseph, a carpenter, a man who may have in-
deed been a master builder, may have worked on 
the projects of Herod and the like. Our Lord needed 
a father figure strong and vigorous, one who could 
provide for his family, one who could lead the fam-
ily to Egypt, and then back to Nazareth. He’d have 
to be a discreet man, a man of strength, not a talker 
or braggart. 

His betrothed was lovely of spirit and counte-
nance. Uh oh, found to be with child; pregnant. Did 
he know Mary as he thought he did? Evidence sug-
gested something else. An angel came in a dream 
and set Joseph straight. Do not fear, for the child is 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, God’s Son. Born to 
save His people from their sin. Emanuel, God with 
us.

Joseph, the evidence suggests, would go on to 
have other children with Mary, children who were 
not, sisters or brothers from another mother. He did 
not know her before the child was born. That’s the 
significant part. There is no defilement, nothing un-
toward. Marital relations bring no stain to those in-
volved. Quite the opposite. In joy of a Savior, there 
would be joy in an expanding family of another 
Joseph, a Simon, a Jude, and a James. Sisters, too. 
Joseph would take Mary, with child, to Bethlehem. 
From Egypt to Nazareth, a growing family.

 That would explain how they left the 12 year Je-
sus in Nazareth. Other children were in tow. Mary 
was mobile, moving to the hill country to see Eliz-
abeth, to Bethlehem to be registered with Joseph, 
the legal father. Joseph loved Jesus as his own, a 
reminder that all children belong to God, all chil-
dren are to know our Father who art in heaven. Jo-
seph was a guardian. The struggles would be real, 
the danger, the hardships,  and also the joy. Mary’s 
Son would save His people from their sins. And that 
meant Joseph and Mary, also a sinner in need of sal-
vation. 

We may think of Joseph and his restless nights, 
of dreams that took him out of danger into unfamil-
iar places, of dreams that took his growing family 
home to Nazareth. Mary was and is blessed among 
women, now and always. But Joseph shall take a 
special place in our hearts and admiration. A man in 
full, strong and faithful, fit for headship in a family 
human and divine. 

Free Brain Health Program Coming to Mosaic Technologies 
this January
The Aging & Disability 

Resource Center is offering 
a valuable opportunity for 
older adults to enhance 
their cognitive wellness 
with a free seven-week 
“Boost Your Brain and 
Memory” class this Janu-
ary and February.
Program Details
The comprehensive 

program will run for 
seven sessions on Tues-
days from January 13th 
through February 24th, 
2026, from 1:00 p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Classes will be 
held at Mosaic Technolo-
gies in the Training Cen-
ter located at 401 S 1st St. 
in Cameron, Wisconsin.
A Holistic Approach to 

Brain Health
What sets this program 

apart is its holistic ap-
proach to improving brain 
health in older adults. 
Rather than focusing on 
just one aspect of cogni-
tive wellness, participants 
will discover new habits 
that support overall brain 
health while simultane-

ously practicing specific 
skills designed to enhance 
memory performance.
The program recognizes 

that maintaining sharp 
cognitive function as we 
age requires a compre-
hensive strategy that ad-
dresses multiple factors 
affecting brain health. 
Participants can expect 
to learn evidence-based 
techniques and lifestyle 
modifications that support 
long-term cognitive well-
ness.
Program Benefits
Attendees will gain prac-

tical knowledge and skills 
including:
•	 New habits to 

maintain optimal brain 
health
•	 Specific tech-

niques for improving 
memory performance
•	 Strategies for 

supporting cognitive func-
tion as you age
•	 A supportive en-

vironment to practice new 
skills with peers
Registration Information

This valuable program 
is offered completely free 
of charge. Interested par-
ticipants are encouraged 
to register early to secure 
their spot.
Registration can be com-

pleted in two ways:
•	 Online: Visit 

www.adrcconnect ions .
org/registrations
•	 By phone: Call 

715-537-6225
Why Brain Health Mat-

ters
As we age, maintaining 

cognitive health becomes 
increasingly important for 
independence, quality of 
life, and overall well-be-
ing. Programs like “Boost 
Your Brain and Memory” 
provide older adults with 
practical tools and strate-
gies they can implement 
in their daily lives to sup-
port their cognitive func-
tion.
Mosaic Technologies’ 

decision to host this free 
program reflects a com-
mitment to supporting the 
health and wellness needs 

of older adults in the com-
munity. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to invest in 
your cognitive health. 
With limited space avail-
able and the program be-
ing offered at no charge, 
early registration is high-
ly recommended for this 
seven-week journey to-
ward better brain health 
and memory performance.
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Statewide public notice website 
www.wisconsinpublicnotice.org

. . .

Reminder to City Residents! 
It is your responsibility to 
keep your mailboxes cleared 
for mail delivery

 City of Cumberland 

Reminder to City 
Residents! It is 
your responsibility
to keep your 
mailboxes cleared 
for mail 
delivery

 City of 
Cumberland 

Looking for In-home Help?

Check the Resource Guide at 
adrcconnections.org
or call 715-537-6225 for help 
connecting to local resources

 Cumberland Advocate 

CLASSIFIED ADS
$7 Minimum Charge 

for 15 words
Thereafter 25¢ Per Word

DEADLINE 
2:00 Friday 

Phone: 715-822-4469

       Cumberland Advocate 

  CLASSIFIED ADS

 In keeping with our policy, letters 
regarding the upcoming election will 

not be accepted two weeks prior to 
the election.

$7 Minimum Charge 
for 15 words

Thereafter 25¢ Per Word
DEADLINE 

2:00 Friday 
Phone: 715-822-4469

FOR SALE: Something good to eat. 
BEEF! BEEF! BEEF! 1/4’s, 1/2’s, 
whole or hamburger! Finished to per-
fection. 715-205-0357.   A12-TFN

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door. 
715.419.3479  	 26TFN

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-419-
4761 or 612-968-3667.	     20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. In-
stant SR-22 filings.	 tfnc

RELIABLE • EFFICIENT • THOROUGH

√ Lake Homes  
√ Residential 

 √ Vacation Homes  
√ Offices  

√ Small Businesses
√ Move In & Move Outs! 

715-520-7309

NAN’S CLEANING SERVICE
NEW SMALL BUSINESS OWNER

MIDWEST INSULATION 
SOLUTIONS LLC

M . I . S . 
S P R AY  F OA M 
I N S U L AT I O N

SMART INSULATING DONE RIGHT

Mitchell Litwiller 715-641-1831
Cumberland, WI •missprayfoam@gmail.com

WANTED TO RENT
A pontoon boat slip on 

Beaver Dam Lake from May 1
 to September 30, 2026. 

Access to electrical service a plus. 
Call 651-470-1421 if interested.

LLC

Serving NW Wisconsin for over 20 years!

•Small Engine Repair/Service
• Mowing

• Yard Cleanup/Mulching
• Garden/Plot Tilling
• Dirt/Rock Hauling
Welding/Fabrication

• Snow Plowing/Removal
• Firewood Processing/Delivery

*IF NOT LISTED, OPEN TO HEARING
YOUR NEED!

Heating - Air Conditioning - Ductless 
Installation - Maintenance - Repairs

855-GO DIRKS

REX BRENIZER - OWNER
715-419-0773

501 20TH AVENUE
CUMBERLAND, WI 54829

Blacksmith Industries

Serv
ice

s Services

FOR RENT:  Apartment, 2 bed-
room/1 bath,  washer, dryer and 
attached garage. No Pets. Secu-
rity deposit plus first month rent. 
$1,000 month plus utilities. Call 
715-468-4202.          A43-44P
For Rent: Upstairs apartment, down-
town Cumberland. Very clean, 2 
bedroom. Electric heat zoned. $595 
plus security deposit. Parking in 
back, some storage in basement. No 
Smoking. No pets. Call 715-419-
1528.            A43-44

CUMBERLAND BOARD 
OF EDUCATION MINUTES

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 2025
Regular Board Meeting

Middle School Commons, 
6:01 p.m. Open Session, 

Closed to Follow
Present: Board – Gideo, Hyatt, 

Rieper, Skinner & Stone
Administration - Rose, Fergu-

son, Green & Hopkins
President Stone an-

nounced that this was a le-
gally and properly noticed 
meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited.

1. Motion was made by 
Gideo, seconded by Rieper, 
to approve items a-e on the 
Consent Agenda as present-
ed.  All voting aye, motion 
carried.

2. a. Isaac Lundquist, 
        Curriculum update 

       b. Lorne Majewski, 
        Athletic update 

  3. Motion was made by 
Skinner, seconded by Gideo, 
to approve the Cumberland 
School District Library Media 
Plan.  All voting aye, motion 
carried. 
  4. Motion was made by Hy-
att, seconded by Rieper, to 
approve Abigail Henke as 
Assistant Softball Coach.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
  5. Heard various discussion 
items, administrative reports, 
and noted meetings/events.

Motion made by Gideo, 
seconded by Rieper, to ad-
journ to closed session.  
President Stone requested 
that the clerk conduct a 
roll call vote to adjourn to a 
closed session for the pur-
pose of considering employ-
ment and compensation, 
performance evaluations, 
and discussing negotiations 
per Wisconsin Statute 19.85 
(1)(c), specifically to discuss 
District Administrator evalua-
tion.  By roll call vote, all vot-
ing aye, motion carried to im-
mediately adjourn to closed 
session.

A motion was made by 
Gideo, seconded by Skinner, 
to reconvene to open ses-
sion to adjourn the meeting.  
All voting aye, motion car-
ried.

Having no further busi-
ness to conduct, motion was 
made to adjourn by Hyatt, 
seconded by Skinner.  All 
voting aye, motion carried.  
Meeting was adjourned at 
7:52 p.m.

Jennifer Hyatt
Cumberland School 

District Clerk
Published in the Cumberland Advocate

 on December 31, 2025. WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2025 PR 131 
In the Matter of the Estate 
of Faith Darlene Barker, de-
ceased, Case No. 2025 PR 
131.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1.  An application for infor-
mal administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 12/17/1945 and date 
of death 06/18/2025, was 
domiciled in Barron County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 1643 2nd 
Avenue, PO Box 432, Cum-
berland, WI 54829.

3. All interested persons 
waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is April 6, 2026.

5. A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 St. Hwy. 25 N., 
Barron, Wisconsin, Room 
2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Larson
 Probate Registrar

December 02, 2025
Steve Barker
1039 Camphor St. 
Hickory Creek, TX 75065

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on December 31, January 

7 & January 14, 2026.  WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2025 PR 000128 
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Frank S. Ranallo, deceased, 
Case No. 2025 PR 128.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1.  An application for infor-
mal administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 12/08/1931 and date 
of death 09/23/2025, was 
domiciled in Barron County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 1300 
Water Street, Cumberland, 
WI 54829.

3. All interested persons 
waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is April 6, 2026.

5. A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 St. Hwy. 25 N., 
Barron, Wisconsin, Room 
2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Larson
 Probate Registrar

December 02, 2025
Anthony K. Berg,
 Attorney at Law LLC
1344 Second Ave.
Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-3455 • BAR# 1077438

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on December 31, January 

7 & January 14, 2026.  WNAXLP

Year in Review...
lure that is very aggressive and has no cure. The lining of 
the heart thickens until it can no longer pump blood.

Since 1982 the Wisconsin Basketball Coaches Associa-
tion has awarded the most outstanding senior basketball 
player in the state the honor of Mr. Basketball. Among 
this year’s six state finalists, the Beavers Senior Gavin 
Gores is the winner. Gores, the school’s all time lead-
ing scoreer is averaging 35 points and 14.2 rebounds per 
game for the 9-4 Beavers. 

Gavin Gores
February (12) Gavin Gores became just the 60th play-

er in State History in any division to score 2000 career 
points. Gores is currently 3rd in the state in scoring and is 
also 6th in rebounding. 

Logan Peterson claimed the 157 pound HON Confer-
ence Championship with 3 wins at last weekend’s HON 
meet in Northwestern.

Braden Johnson pinned three straight opponents to run 
away with 126 pound title at the HON meet last weekend 
at Northwestern. Johnson raised his record to 38-1. 

Mike Paffel was recognized by the City of Cumberland 
for his exemplary service to the City as a member of the 
Airport Commission for over 32 years, beginning January 
1992. 

State Wrestlers from left to right are Jack Owens, 
Logan Peterson, Braden Johnson and Cooper 
Schramski.

(26) The Beavers strong wrestling tradition continues 
as four wrestlers are headed to the State Tournament at 
the Kohl Center. They are Jack Owens Sectional Cham-
pion, Logan Peterson Sectional Runner-Up, Braden 
Johnson Sectional Champion and Cooper Schramski 
Third Place.

Louie’s Finer Meats once again proved why they are 
one of the best meat markets anywhere in the world 
by earning 20 Gold Medals and one Bronze medal, the 
largest international competition in the world held by 
the German Butchers Association from Frankfurt Ger-
many at Iowa State University. Louie’s also captured 
the “Cup of Honour” for their entries.

March (5) The Cumberland Basketball Beavers are 
Co HON Champions for 2024/25. It is the Beavers first 
Conference Championship in 53 years. They share the 
title with Northwestern High School. 

(12) Members of the Wisconsin Builders Associa-
tion (WBA) gathered Friday, January 31, in River Falls 
where WBA installed their 2025 leadership team. The new 
Hall of Fame inductee this year was Michelle Beyreis 
from Cumberland Federal Bank. Award candidates were 
nominated by their local builders association and selected 
by the WBA awards committee.

The Cumberland Beavers claimed the Regional 
Championship last Saturday night in a packed Elmer 
Beran Gymnasium. The Beavers outlasted Cameron in 
a double overtime 63-60 thriller. Team members from 
left to right are John Richter, Parker Peterson, Calvin 
Cunningham, Chayden Berghammer, Gavin Gores, 
Carson Catlin, Troy Majewski, Max Odden, Uriah 
Johnson, Alex LaBlanc, Jack Richter and Edwin Mar-
tinez. 

Cont’d on 
page 12

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2025 PR 131 
In the Matter of the Estate 
of Faith Darlene Barker, de-
ceased, Case No. 2025 PR 
131.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1.  An application for infor-
mal administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 12/17/1945 and date 
of death 06/18/2025, was 
domiciled in Barron County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 1643 2nd 
Avenue, PO Box 432, Cum-
berland, WI 54829.

3. All interested persons 
waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is April 6, 2026.

5. A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 St. Hwy. 25 N., 
Barron, Wisconsin, Room 
2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Larson
 Probate Registrar

December 02, 2025
Steve Barker
1039 Camphor St. 
Hickory Creek, TX 75065

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on December 31, January 

7 & January 14, 2026.  WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2025 PR 000128 
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Frank S. Ranallo, deceased, 
Case No. 2025 PR 128.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1.  An application for infor-
mal administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 12/08/1931 and date 
of death 09/23/2025, was 
domiciled in Barron County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 1300 
Water Street, Cumberland, 
WI 54829.

3. All interested persons 
waived notice.

4. The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is April 6, 2026.

5. A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 St. Hwy. 25 N., 
Barron, Wisconsin, Room 
2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Larson
 Probate Registrar

December 02, 2025
Anthony K. Berg,
 Attorney at Law LLC
1344 Second Ave.
Cumberland, WI 54829
715-822-3455 • BAR# 1077438

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on December 31, January 

7 & January 14, 2026.  WNAXLP

NOTICE 
Notice is hereby given 

that the Board of Super-
visors for Town of Maple 
Plain will hold its monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, 
January 7, 2026, at 7:00 
p.m., at the Town Hall, lo-
cated at 393 26th Avenue.  
The hall is accessible to all 
persons.

The agenda will be post-
ed no later than 24 hours 
in advance of the meeting 
and on the Town’s website, 
www.townofmapleplain.
wi.gov

Danielle Maxwell-Parker,
Clerk

Town of Maple Plain
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate December 31, 2025. 
WNAXLP

Cumberland Firefighters pay tribute to Bill Metnik 
with a final goodbye.

(19) Members of the Cumberland Fire Department 
paid tribute to Bill Metnik with a final goodbye stop-
ping by the Metnik home last Thursday, March 13th, 
in full gear along with every fire truck the department 
has along with some fireworks. Metnik, who was bat-
tling cancer passed away on March 15th. Metnik was a 
20 year member of the department and was instrumen-
tal in forming the Cumberland Fire District which in-
cludes the townships of Lakeland, Cumberland, Maple 
Plain, Crystal Lake and the City of Cumberland. 

Congratulations to Mya Gardner who completed her 
first solo flight on February 18th, 2025. Most tradtion-
al training aircraft had tandem seating (one in front of 
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Sports

Calvin Cunningham and Max Odden contest a shot in the Beavers loss to Grantsburg last week in Cumber-
land. Photo by Lauren McCreary.

Cumberland junior Andrea Santangelo waits for a move from a Pirate player during the boys home loss last 
week on the Beavers home floor. Photo by Kaylee Jackson.

Cumberland’s Olivia Holzman-Byrne scored her second goal of the season in the girls win over Northern Tier. 
Holzman-Byrne shows a ton of dedication traveling to Hayward almost daily to play for the co-op hockey 
team.

Boy’s Basketball 
Team Drops Contest 
to Grantsburg; Rice 
Lake Next
The Cumberland Bas-

ketball Team finished up 
their pre-Christmas Sched-
ule with a 59-53 loss to 
the Grantsburg Pirates in 
a game at Cumberland last 
Tuesday night. With the vic-
tory, the Pirates raise their 
record to 2 and 4 on the 
year, while the Beavers fall 
to 1 and 5.
Grantsburg built up a 33-

23 halftime lead and hung 
on to victory despite a late 
Cumberland rally. The dif-
ference in the contest was 
Pirates Junior Alex Hale, 
who hit five of six shots 
from beyond the arc to pace 
the Grantsburg attack. The 
Pirates also hit 13 of 15 free 
throws in the game.
Cumberland Senior Troy 

Majewski led the Beavers 
with 14 points including 
three treys. He added eight 
assists in a strong per-
formance. Senior Calvin 
Cunningham also had a 
nice game for Coach Ryan 
Zemke with 12 points.
On the season, Max Odden 

leads the Beavers in scoring 
at 12.4 points per game, 
while Majewski is scoring 
at a 12 PPG clip.
The Beavers participated 

in the Rice Lake Holiday 
Tournament on December 
29 and 30 and then get back 
into HON play with a trip to 
Ashland on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 6. On Friday, January 9, 
Cumberland hosts Hayward 
at 7:00 pm.

Girls Basketball Game 
Against Spring Valley 
postponed; Off Until 
January 5
The Cumberland Girl’s 

Basketball Team is on their 
Christmas break, follow-
ing the postponement of 
their December 22 game 
in Spring Valley. The team 
will be back in action on 
Monday, January 5, with a 
contest in Hayward begin-
ning at 7:00 pm. On Thurs-
day, January 8, the team will 
return to their home floor 
with a game against the La-
dysmith Lumberjacks.
The team is 1 and 7 over 

the first eight games, but 
have shown improvement 
under Coach Tim Obr. 
Starting a very young line-
up, they are being led by Ju-

nior Raegan Beecroft, who 
is averaging 12.2 points and 
6.6 rebounds per contest. 
Sophomore Abby Schultz 
is also playing well while 
scoring 5.8 points and pull-
ing down 7.9 rebounds per 
game.
The team’s biggest need in 

the season’s second half is 
to improve on their shoot-
ing where they are currently 
hitting on only 30 percent 
of their field goal attempts 
and 50 percent of their free 
throws. “The girls are work-
ing hard and we are anxious 
to return to the court,” con-
cluded Coach Obr.

Girls Hockey heads 
into Christmas Break 
with Victory Over 
Northern Tier
The Hayward Co-op Girl’s 

Hockey Team heads into 
their Christmas break fol-
lowing a 4-1 victory over 
Northern Tier last week. 
Northern Tier is a team out 
of Osseo, Minnesota.
The Hurricanes outshot 

their opponent 45-21 and 
rolled to a 2-0 lead after two 
periods, closing  things out 
by outscoring the Tier 2-1 in 
period three. It was a rough 
contest with 10 penalties 
called in the game includ-
ing three roughing calls on 
Hayward.

Cumberland’s Olivia 
Holzman-Byrne picked up 
her second goal of the sea-
son in period two. She now 
has two goals and an assist 
in the team’s first seven 
games.
The team was scheduled 

for a contest in Hayward 
on December 29 and 30 
against the Coulee Region 
Cyclones, but details were 
sketchy. The team is next 
scheduled for a contest 
against Northern Shore at 
7:00 pm on January 6.

Wrestling Team at 
Northern Badger; Host 
Barron on January 6
The Cumberland Wrestling 

Team was in River Falls on 
Monday and Tuesday for 
the annual Northern Badger 
Wrestling Tournament. The 
Northern Badger, estab-
lished in 1985, is considered 
one of the highest-quality 
wrestling tournaments in 
the state and annually pro-
duces great matches. There 

were 48 teams competing in 
this year’s 40th Classic.
Following the Tourna-

ment, the Beavers will be 
back in action on Tuesday, 
January 6, when they host 
Barron at 7:00 pm. On Sat-
urday, January 10, the team 
will head to Merrill, Wis-
consin for their Invitational 
beginning at 9:15 am.

Northwest Icemen 
Pick up 1-0 Win Over 
Rice Lake
The Northwest Icemen 

played a pair of games pri-
or to the Christmas break, 
dropping a competitive 3-2 
decision to Medford on 
December 19 before pick-
ing up a 1-0 win over Rice 
Lake on December 20. The 
victory gives the Icemen a 
record of 1 and 9 with their 
next game scheduled for 
Tuesday, January 6, when 
they travel to Amery for a 
7:00 pm start.
The Medford game was 

an even battle with the Ice-

men outshooting their op-
ponents 34-33. The contest 
was filled with penalties 
with 15 infractions called in 
the contest. Braydon Rob-
erts had both of the Icemen 
goals.
On Saturday, December 

20, the Icemen picked up 
their first win of the year 
with a 1-0 victory over Rice 
Lake. The loss drops Rice 
Lake’s record to 0 and 7 
on the season. There were 
no statistics posted on the 
game as of December 27. 

Sports Look Back, January 6, 1965
When you hit 58% of your 

field goal attempts and 71% 
of your free throws, win-
ning ball games is a fairly 
easy task in any league. The 
Cumberland Beavers have 
done just that in rolling up 
six straight victories this 
season.
The Beavers have four 

men averaging in double 
figures with John Schell 
leading the way with a 20 
point per game average. 
Schell dominates other Bea-
ver statistics as well while 
ranking second in the con-

ference in scoring. Steve 
Helbig and Phil Nelson 
are also among the top ten 
scorers in the conference 
and Jim O’Dell has pushed 
his scoring average into the 
double figure bracket.
Coach Elmer Beran’s Bea-

vers have enjoyed pro-type 
shooting averages thus far 
as they have hit 191 of 332 
shots from the field exclud-
ing the Ladysmith game for 
which statistics were not 
available. In six games, the 
Beavers have averaged 88.1 
points per game while op-

ponents have averaged 57 
points per game. The Bea-
vers have also been hot from 
the free throw line with 85 
of 120 attempts made for a 
71% average.
Schell leads the regulars 

with a phenomenal 78.5 
shooting percentage. John 
Talbot has shot only 14 
times in five games but has 
connected on 10 shots for 
a 71% average. Schell also 
leads the rebounders with 
68 followed by Jim O’Dell 
with 32 rebounds. O’Dell 
has intercepted more pass-

es than anyone else with 
26 steals while Helbig has 
been the top playmaker with 
15 assists. Peter Kiesch has 
been the highest scoring 
substitute with 7.5 points 
per game followed by Dave 
Dosch with 4.3 points per 
game.
The Beavers will be gun-

ning for victory number 
seven when they host the 
powerful Barron Bears on 
Friday, January 8. 
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By Mark Walters

The Joe 2025
Hello friends,
      KAMO, “Kids And Mentors Outdoors” www.

kamokids.org is one very cool organization that is 
bent on getting kids outside. We have 6 chapters in 
Wisconsin, and we are very good at what we do. This 
week I am going to write about our annual “Joe” deer 
hunt which is based out of The Mackensie Center 
at Poynette. We take 23 kids deer hunting all over 
in Columbia County, teach them about biology, hunt-
ers safety, feed them for three days and have some 
pretty cool events at night.

Friday, December 12th
High 23, low 14
 I am going to be real short on space to tell this 

very cool story so I will be brief on everything. My 
young hunter is 13-year-old Brody Mueller from Hori-
con. I met Brody last summer at a KAMO outing on 
Castle Rock lake and taught him how to paddle troll 
a canoe for walleye. Brody is with the Dodge County 
Chapter of KAMO and KAMO is a major outdoor life-
line for Brody since his father’s passing 4-years ago.

     Frigid weather would be the number one story 
this weekend along with major harvesting of deer 
and just today on a short day of hunting a six pointer 
and five doe would be hoisted up the KAMO deer 
pole. Later this evening a conservation warden and 
a wildlife biologist would give the kids some sound 
lessons on safety and wildlife management. 

    Our cooks, we could not be more fortunate. 
To feed 55 people for 3 days, 3 times a day it takes 
planning and volunteers. Our 4 main helpers were all 
a part of my childhood as I grew up in Poynette and 
without them we would be eating cold meat sand-
wiches.

  Saturday, December 13th
  High 3, low minus 7

My truck said minus 7 as Brody and I headed to-
wards Pardeeville and then further north to hunt on 
our new friend Morrey VanSwol’s property. Morrey is 
94 and has a handshake that is strong like steel and 
a brain that is sharp as a razor. Last night we saw 
2 does but Brody was not offered a good shot. This 
morning our hunt was uneventful but this afternoons 
was the opposite.  We are hunting in a box stand 
that was built many moons ago and watching a forest 
that was recently logged and due to many treetops, 
visibility is poor. The bonus is that lots of deer are 
feeding on the new growth from the tree tops of the 
fallen oaks.

   Brody had a lot of experiences including one 
where we watched a buck breed a doe 3 times and 
he could not get a shot.

   Back at camp, well after dark our deer pole now 
has 15 deer on it and the mood at camp is electric 
despite the freezing temps.

   Tonight we had our annual bingo game for the 
kids, all 23 participate and 23 games are played with 
each young hunter winning a gift which in most cases 
were donated by good people from the Beaver Dam 
area and wrapped by Sally Braker who is the wife of 
Jim Braker the DCC of KAMO’s President.

    Last spring I was given a brand new 12 Win-
chester 12-gauge that I donated to one of our final 
games of bingo. The DCC chapter of KAMO donat-
ed an over and under Federal Firearms 20-gauge 
and the two very cool games of bingo were played. 
Brooklyn Goldberg of Fox Lake won the Winchester 
and Sully Subera of La Crescent Minnesota won the 
20-gauge. 

   These kids were both very helpful and positive 
all weekend and the entire group of 23 made us men-
tors very proud.

    In closing, I am the founder and president of 
KAMO and have been since it was born in 2007. I am 
giving up my position as I am simply overwhelmed in 
my very positive life. I also feel that a change would 
be very good for KAMO. If you know someone that 
may be interested let me know, we have an excellent 
Board of Directors and I will be a major part of KAMO 
as well, just not the top dog!

  Thank you to everyone that helped make The 
Joe possible for 2025!

Sunset 

The KAMO Crew, “Kids And Mentors Outdoors”, had 
another great year for their annual “Joe Hunt” which is 
based out of The Mackenzie Center out of Poynette in 
Columbia County.

Many activities are held for the young hunters during 
The Joe Hunt and bingo is the favorite.

Nice Walleye!

2025 Elk Hunting Season Wraps Up
MADISON, Wis. – The 

Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
celebrates the completion of 
the 2025 elk hunting season. 
The state’s eighth managed 
elk hunt opened on Oct. 18 
and concluded Dec. 19.
“This elk season marks 

another rewarding hunt for 
13 lucky state hunters,” said 
Christina Kizewski, DNR 
Central Elk Zone biologist. 
“The opportunity to estab-
lish a close relationship 
with the elk hunters and 
witness the excitement each 
one had was very special.”
The 13 Wisconsin state-

licensed hunters who par-
ticipated in this year’s hunt 
were randomly selected 
from a pool of more than 
26,000 applicants. The 
DNR received 17,737 ap-
plications to hunt in the 
Clam Lake (Northern) Elk 
Range and 8,452 applica-
tions for the Black River 
(Central) Elk Range. An 
eight-bull quota was estab-
lished for the Clam Lake 
Elk Range. Four licenses 
were awarded to state hunt-
ers, and, per treaty rights, 
the Ojibwe Tribes declared 
a harvest of four bull elk. In 
the Black River Elk Range, 
five antlerless and four bull 
licenses were issued to state 
hunters, up from a four-bull 
quota in 2024.
The random draw process 

ensures that each applicant 
has an equal chance of se-
lection within the respective 
management zones. Appli-
cants were required to iden-
tify their management zone 
of choice during the elk 
hunting application process.
State-licensed hunters 

found success in both elk 
ranges, in which a total of 
seven bulls and five ant-
lerless elk were harvested 
statewide. In the Black 
River Elk Range, nearly all 
license holders found suc-
cess, filling five of five ant-
lerless tags and three of four 
bull tags.
“All five antlerless elk 

were harvested in areas 
where the reduction of a few 
elk was intended, making it 
a successful harvest for the 
hunters as well as meeting 
harvest objectives,” said 
Kizewski.
Some hunters found suc-

cess during the first oppor-
tunity to hunt elk, from mid-
October to mid-November, 
while others filled their tags 
in the December timeframe. 
In the Clam Lake Elk Range, 
all four state-licensed hunt-
ers harvested bull elk in the 
first two weeks of the sea-
son. Tribal hunters have un-
til Sunday, Jan. 4, 2026, to 
complete their pursuit of elk 
within Wisconsin’s Ceded 
Territory.
Hunters Can Apply For 

The 2026 Elk Hunting Sea-
son Starting In March 2026
The DNR’s Elk Manage-

ment Program is driven by 
the revenue received from 
hunter application fees, 
which contribute directly to 
the future of the state’s elk 
population. For each $10 
application fee, $7 goes di-
rectly toward elk manage-
ment, habitat restoration 
and research.
The 2026 elk hunt appli-

cation period for Wiscon-
sin residents is expected to 
open with the new license 
year on March 1 and run 
through May 31, 2026. The 
2026 elk hunting season 
will open on Saturday, Oct. 
17.

Aden Dickson caught a dandy walleye with his first flag of the season. Good luck 
the rest of the season and congratulations on a super first fish of the ice season.

Sports Calendar
Monday, January 5

Girls BB @ Hayward 7:00
Tuesday, January 6

Boys Hockey @ Amery 7:00
Girls Hockey @ Two Harbors 7:00

Boys BB @ Ashland 7:00
Wrestling home vs Barron 7:00

Thursday, January 8
Boys Hockey @ Ashland 6:00

Girls BB home vs Ladysmith 7:00
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Year In Review...
the other, with the student in front) and before headset 

technology improved an instructor would commonly have 
to tug on the back of the student’s shirt to get their atten-
tion. She also passed her FFA written knowledge test for 
her private pilot license. 

The Cumberland Girls Basketball Team had two of its 
players named to the 2024-2025 HON All Conference 
sqaud. Senior Macy Beecroft was chosen to the Second 
Team while sister Raegan Beecroft was named as an Hon-
orable Mention. 

April (2) Former Cumberland High School graduate 
Raymond (Bo) Nelson and his K-9 partner Creed are the 
newest K-9 team in Barron County. 

Cumberland Senior Gavin Gores has been named as one 
of ten players to the Wisconsin Basketball  Coaches As-
sociation D4 All-State Team. He was also a member of 
the team last year. For his career, the Cumberland senior 
played in 103 varsity games, where he scored 2,360 points, 
grabbed 1,108 rebounds, dished out 174 assists, and had 
119 blocked shots. 

(9) Mark Mauer was honored as the Chamber of Com-
merce Humanitarian Citizen of the Year at the annual 
banquet held on April 1. Ron Helstern was honored as the 
Chamber of Commerce Business Citizen of the Year.

The Cumberland Fire District announces that Chief 
Rick Sebens has resigned from his position. Sebens has 
served the community with unwavering dedication and 
commitment for 20 years. Chad Olson has been appointed 
as the Interim Fire Chief for the Cumberland Fire District.

Four Cumberland high School musicians have been se-
lected for the 2025 Wisconsin School Music Association 
State Honors Project. The WSMA State Honors Project is 
nationally recognized as on of the finest opportunities for 
young people. Students selected participate in an intensive 
and mandatory four day summer camp and perform in 
Madison as part of the Wisconsin State Music Conference. 
The students from Cumberland are Cash Daniels, Andrew 
Carlson, Willow Franc and Nadia Benson.

On March 30, the Heart O’ North Conference honored 
each school’s senior.  The Cumberland Golf Course Fe-
male and Male WIAA Scholar Athlete nominees were 
announced. Charlotte Odden and Cooper Schramski are 
Cumberland’s nominees for 2024-2025. 

(16) There will be a pre-construction meeting to discuss 
the 2025 resurfacing of Highway 63 from the west junction 
of WIS 48 to Charrie Lane. The construction will consist 
of removing and replacing pavement, closing access to the 
roadway at various locations to improve safety, upgrading 
pedestrian curb ramps, repairing and replacing curb, gut-
ter and sidewalk, repairing sanitary sewer, extending two-
way left turn pavement, and replacing pavement marking 
and signage.

Cumberland’s Tower House been purchased by a Min-
nesota couple who plan to turn it into a multi-use com-
mercial building with a tavern, coffee shop, retail clothing 
store, event center and tourist rooms. The new owners are 
Dan and Rachael Smoot.

(23) Congratulations to the Hammer Bar who was the 
First Quarter winner for the 50 People & More who Care 
Grant of $9,500.

Road Contruction gets underway.
The US Highway 63 road construction project starts 

on Monday, April 28th. Highway 63 will remain open 
throughout the summer but expect delays. The $3.68 mil-
lion dollar project is expected to be completed in mid Sep-
tember.

Louie’s Finer Meats had a great showing at the Wiscon-
sin Association of Meat Processors Awards Convention. 
Louie’s brought home several awards including Grand 
Champion for Cured Specialty Meat Products and Re-
serve Grand Champion for several entries. 

(30) A level 4 predicted storm system caused some se-
vere damage to Cumberland and the surrounding area. The 
main culprit was downed trees and power lines, but sever-
al structures sustained heavy damage as well. Hundreds of 
trees are down in the area with Cumberland, Haugen, Sa-
rona and many other areas in between. Super strong winds 
kicked up around 6:30 pm, causing quite the mess. Roads 
were blocked and power was knocked out to thousands. 

The Wisconsin State Assembly met on April 22 to vote 
on a workforce development package. However, the As-
sembly began its session by recognizing Pastor Cody Kar-
gus of Rice Lake’s Maranatha Evangelical Free Church 
as  a Hometown Hero. The Hometown Hero program rec-
ognizes Wisconsin residents who go above and beyond to 
make a difference. 

Louies Finer Meats had a great showing at the Wis-
consin Association of Meat Processors Awards Con-
vention.

Barron County Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald retired after 
serving 17 years as Sheriff.

May (7) Barron County Sheriff Chris Fitzgerald  will 
be retiring from Barron County Sheriff on June 1, 2025. 
Fitzgerald was Barron County Sheriff for 17 years.

(14) Alec Adams, owner of Amery Auto Salvage and 
Cumberland native, presented Cumberland Fire Chief 
Chad Olson and members of the fire department a check 
for $7,769.70 to be used for the purchase of a new rescue 
boat for the fire district. Another $2,000 was donated as 
“tips” during the Earth Day Customer Appreciation event 
that took place at Amery Salvage on Friday and Saturday, 
April 25 and 26. 

Congratulations to Cumberland senior Morgan Mon-
chilovich for reaching 200 career strikeouts. 

(21) 2025 Cumberland High School Valedictorian is 
Lilly Mayberry. Lilly graduated with a 4.0 GPA and will 
attend UW Madison with a major in Electrical Engineer-
ing. The 2025 Cumberland High School Salutatorian is 
Taylor Doolittle. Taylor graduated with a 4.0 GPA and will 
attend UW Eau Claire with a major in Finance.

June (4)  A ribbon cutting ceremony was held recently to 
celebrate new owners at Odden Flowers and Greenhouses, 
and not just any new owners. Dave and Mary have now 
“semi” retired and have sold the business to son  Trevor 
and his wife Michelle. Odden Flowers and Greenhouses 
have been in the family since 1952. 

The Cumberland Golf Team qualified for Sectionals 
which were held in Rice Lake on Tuesday, June 3. The 
team finished 4th, and Derrick Gideo is Regional Medalist.

On May 28th, 2025, Cumberland Officers conducted a 
traffic stop on a speeding vehicle in Cumberland. K9 Kilo 
was deployed on the vehicle and gave alert to his handler 
of the odor of controlled substances in the vehicle. The 
search resulted in 492 grams of suspected methampheta-
mine or just under 1.1 pounds, along with a small amount 
of suspected marijuana. The driver was identified as Jef-
fery Snider.

Odden Flowers and Greenhouses held a ribbon cu-
tting ceremony to celebrate the sale of the business 
to their son Trevor and his wife Michelle.

A Ground breaking ceremony was held on June 5th 
for the High School $32.95 million dollar renovation 
project.

(11) A groundbreaking ceremony was held last Thurs-
day, June 5th for the High School Renovation Project. 
Work is now underway on the $32.95 million dollar reno-
vation. The major overhaul will include an overall update 
of the campus including major repairs and updates to the 
failing building systems. 

(18) Two teens from Watertown, have been arrested with 
theft of a safe and other crimes in Cumberland burglary. A 
911 caller advised that someone broke into his house and 
stole a safe. The teens forcibly entered the residence and 
used handgun, and other blunt objects. 

(25) The third annual Back the Red & Blue Street Fair 
was once again a huge success. $25,250 was raised and 
donated equally to the Cumberland Police Department and 
the Cumberland Fire Department. 

The  10th District American Legion Auxiliary nominat-
ed Holly Hargrave , for the Good Deed Award for donating 
her sheep at last years Barron County Fair to  be auctioned 
to raise money for Lexi Anderson’s heart transplant. The 
sheep raised $27,000.  The Good Deed Award is a national 
award and quite presitgious. 

$25, 250 dollars was raised as part of the annual Back 
The Red And Blue Fundraiser.


