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Work crews have begun 
the opening phases of 
the 2026 bridge replace-
ment project on US Hwy 
63 in Cumberland. Wor-
kers have started water 
main boring in prepara-
tion for the project. The 
multi million dollar proje-
ct will cause detours and 
road closures later this 
spring. Time line details 
to come as they become 
available later this spring.

Water Main Boring!

Cumberland Graduate of 
Achievement Nominations 
Sought
Do you know of a Cum-

berland Graduate of 
Achievement?  If so, please 
nominate that graduate.  
Cumberland High School 
Graduates of Achievement 
are named each year at 
commencement exercises.  
The deadline for completed 
nominations is March 15th.  
Forms with the require-
ments for nominating a 
graduate are available from 
the high school guidance 
office, superintendent’s 

office, or on the school’s 
website (http://www.cum-
berland.k12.wi.us) under 
the “Community” section.  
A committee of school staff, 
school board, community, 
and past recipients serve 
on the selection commit-
tee.  The award was initi-
ated in 1998 to demonstrate 
to the current student body 
that one can graduate from 
a small school and achieve 
significant accomplish-
ments in life.

An estimated 40,000 
spectators were in the 
Hayward/Cable area for 
the 52nd annual Ame-
rican Birkebeiner. The 
“Birki” is the largest ski 
race held in North Ame-
rica. Skiers come from 
all 50 states and 25 co-
untries to participate in 
the annual event. Several 
local skiers (see page 12) 
headed to Hayward  for 
various races including 
the father and daughter 
duo of Louis and Riley 
Muench (right). Fast co-
urse conditions led to 
record times including 
a new course record in 
the 50K Elite Race with 
a time of 1:50:45 set by 
Luke Jager from Ancho-
rage Alaska.

52nd American Birkebeiner!

Barron County Expands Life-Saving Access 
by Launching Text-to-911
Barron County, WI – Bar-

ron County is excited to an-
nounce the official launch 
ofText-to-911 service 
through the Barron County 
911 Center—introducing a 

powerful new way for resi-
dents and visitors to reach 
emergency help when it 
matters most.
Originally initiated in late 

2022, the project represents 

an investment of approxi-
mately $70,000 in enhanced 
public safety infrastructure. 
The initiative was made pos-
sible through an 80% grant 
from the Wisconsin Divi-

sion of Emergency Manage-
ment, Office of Emergency 
Communications,with a 
20% local match funded by 
Barron County. This strong-

Cumberland School 
Board Holds February 
Meeting, Construction 
Progress Continuing
The Cumberland School 

Board gathered on Tues-
day, February 17 for their 
monthly meeting in the 
Middle School Commons. 
Following the approval of 
the Consent Agenda and 
with no one from the Ma-
ple Plain Native American 
Education Committee in at-
tendance, the Board moved 
into District Reports.
Director of Learning, Isaac 

Lundquist, gave the Board 
an update on his recent 
work as a member of the 
Thomas St. Angelo Library 
Board and the partnership 
that has formed, leading to 
the recent utilization of the 
Fire-Light Puppet Show 
with Elementary School 
students. Mr. Lundquist 
also covered Curriculum 
alignment procedures and 
successful pilot curriculum 
programs currently being 
tested in two of the lower 
grades.
Next up were the Action 

Items, which began with 
the approval of the 2026-
2027 school year calen-
dar. Following discussion, 
the Board then approved 
Meghan Waite as Marching 
Band Assistant, Reid Olson 
as Assistant Football Coach 
and Richard Lauterbach as 
Head Football Coach. Mr. 

Lauterbach has previously 
served as both a wrestling 
and football assistant for the 
Beavers.
The final Board Approval 

was for the retirement of 
15-year Middle School 
Principal Colin Green, who 
Superintendent Dr. Barry 
Rose praised for his “Lead-
ership, passion, vision, and 
ability to believe in others.”
Dr. Rose then kicked off 

Discussion Items with a 
lengthy update on School 
construction, which covered 
the science wing, HS office, 
commons area, roof, gym-
nasium, and greenhouse. 
Saying, “Great progress 
is being made”; Dr. Rose 
also gave a financial update 
which he announced was, 
“Falling in line and on tar-
get.” The brown shed, for-
merly used for storage, is up 
for bid with the target date 
for removal listed as June 1. 
Next up were principal re-

ports, led by High School 
Principal Dan Hopkins, 
who told the Board of the 
activities for the upcoming 
FFA Week and the ongoing 
preparation for the March 
11 ACT Test.
Middle School Principal 

Colin Green discussed a 
series of classroom activi-
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Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public  
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

www.post98.org   
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

Cumberland Senior Center
MARCH 4th AT 9:30 AM

 PLEASE ATTEND THIS IMPORTANT MEETING!!
For questions call Gloria at 715-822-8241 

or Tom at 715-671-3874.

�Œ MEMBERSHIP MEETING �Œ 
All Members or Non-Members 

WELCOME
Looking for people to help us run the Center

Elections will be April 7
• President

• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer

 • Five (5) Board Representatives

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, FEB. 26: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX •6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 
5:45-8:45 pm HS Boys Basketball @ Northwestern • 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm Daisy 
Girl Scouts Troop #3054 Meeting
FRIDAY, FEB. 27:  6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball 
SATURDAY, FEB. 28:  11am - 1pm CCE: Pickleball •
SUNDAY, MAR. 1: 7-9 pm CCE: Adult Volleyball •
MONDAY, MAR 2.:  • 6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm 
MS/HS Band & Choir Spring Concert
TUESDAY, MAR 3.: • 6-7 am CCE: TRX •  6:30-7:30 am CCE: Pickleball • 
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm MS Wrestling @ Rice Lake

�$�I�P�P�T�F���'�J�U
A great overall body workout

Instructor: Pat Chuchwar
BENEFITS: IMPROVE STRENGTH & BALANCE, GREAT 
AEROBIC WORKOUT, WORK YOUR CORE, HIGH/LOW IN-

TENSITY, GOOD FOR ALL AGES.
For class, meet at the Cumberland Middle School Commons area.

Benches are available also big ball exercise.
10 classes for $25 or 24 classes for $45
First class is free-come check it out! 

Mondays: 4:00 pm (will use exercise ball and weights)
Wednesdays: 4:30 pm (will use bench, chair and bands)

(Texts will be sent if  there is any sort of  a class change)
Contact information: Susan Bridger CCE Director

715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

WHAT?
Acrylic Painting w/ Jim Koenig

FOR ADULTS (ALL SKILL LEVELS)
If you are just a beginner or an experienced artist and wish to expand 

your work in the wonderous medium of acrylic paint, come join us 
for a fun summer working on your masterpiece.

WHEN? WHERE? COST? 
Weekly on Thursdays at 9 am -11 am

February 5  thru March 27, 2026
Location will be @ the ETC Art Room

Cost will be $75 for all classes
Materials needed for 1st class:

- Acrylic paint set-may use a beginner's set from 
Hobby Lobby, Walmart or on-line at Blick's etc....

- Set of brushes for acrylic paint
- 18x20 or 18x24 canvas, panel or masonite board 

- Vessel for water
- Palette ( paper plate, plastic dish, etc.)

- Paper towel
- If doing landscape, a reference photo

 To register for this great opportunity or questions: 
Contact Susan Bridger CCE Director 

sbrid@csdmail.com / 715-822-5121 ext. 403 

Let's Get Moving: Fitness Class   
�4�H�I�S�_�s�T�N�E�S�S�_�C�L�A�S�S�_�I�S�_�D�E�S�I�G�N�E�D�_�I�N�_�A�_Tabata format, a powerful style of interval 
training that alternates 20 seconds of focused work with 10 seconds of rest , 

keeping your heart rate elevated while maximizing results in a short amount of 
time. Each round targets the body in a fresh way, blending strength-building exer -
cises, Pilates-inspired core and glute work, cardio endurance bursts, and barre-

based movements for a full-body burn. Expect to build lean muscle, 
improve stamina, and enhance balance and flexibility.

 *SUITABLE FOR ALL LEVELS, WITH OPTIONS PROVIDED TO MODIFY OR INTENSIFY AS NEEDED.

�,�Q�K�P���0�'�6�#��(National Exercise Trainer Association)���%�G�T�V�K¿?�G�F���+�P�U�V�T�W�E�V�Q�T��
�6�K�T�\�C�J���<�K�R�R�G�T�G�T���H�Q�T���C���������O�K�P�W�V�G��workout session����
�6�K�O�G����5:15 pm to 6:00 pm�����s���.�Q�E�C�V�K�Q�P����MS Gym 

�&�C�V�G���4�C�P�I�G�����9�G�F�P�G�U�F�C�[�U�����,�C�P�W�C�T�[�������������������(�G�D�T�W�C�T�[��������������������������������
�%�Q�U�V�������������������H�Q�T���C�N�N�������E�N�C�U�U�G�U���Q�T���������������R�G�T���E�N�C�U�U

�$�T�K�P�I�����;�Q�I�C���/�C�V���C�P�F���N�K�I�J�V���V�Q���O�G�F�K�W�O���J�C�P�F���Y�G�K�I�J�V�U���K�H���Q�Y�P����
�R�N�W�U���C���Y�C�V�G�T���D�Q�V�V�N�G

To register for this class or for more information contact: Susan Bridger;
(CCE Director) 715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com  or 

Tirzah Zipperer (Fitness Instructor) 715-822-5122 ext. 238 tzipp@csdmail.com

�$�V�N�C�F�S�M�B�O�E���1�J�D�L�M�F�C�B�M�M���G�P�S���"�M�M
A paddle sport created for all ages and skill levels. Simple rules and 
easy for beginners to learn. Combines elements of  tennis, badmin-
ton, and ping-pong. Played with a paddle and a plastic ball with 
holes and a modified tennis net. Come and check out this great 

Cumberland exercise sensation!
No net need to go south to play pickleball.... Cumberland 

Elementary School/Nets are provided.
ENTER THROUGH THE GYM DOOR

Monday - Friday: 6:30 am - 7:30 am
Saturdays: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Wednesday evenings: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Cost Free

Contact information: Susan Bridger CCE Director
715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

Adult Co-Ed Volleyball
Sunday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00 pm

Cumberland Elementary School Gym
Cost: Free

Contact information: Susan Bridger CCE Director
715-822-5121 ext. 403/sbrid@csdmail.com

14th Annual Pay It Forward 
Ice Fishing Tournament

10 am - 4pm Saturday, February 28, 2026
Little Sand Lake, Cumberland, WI

Entry $15

Kids 10 = $10

�����7�H�`�I�H�J�R���[�V�W�������Ä�Z�O�����V�Y���T�V�Y�L��

�����9�H�J�L���7�Y�P�a�L�Z

“Pay it Forward” is a little some-

thing we do to try and help people 

in need (give back). It might be gas 

cards, gift  cards, cash, bill pay or 

just a few groceries. Little things go 

a long way! Each year we consider 

nominations from our friends and 

fellow contestants on who we could 

help.
*If  you bring a full bag of  items to help families in need, you’ ll get 

an extra 10 free tickets for the prizes from our contest. Examples 

(toiletries, non-perishable/not expired food, kitchen items, Christ-

mas decorations. All these items will go to Margaret’s Project Santa.

Contact Jim Dreyer on Facebook or call 715-829-2603

We are a non-profit with a 501© #99-4216419

SCHOOL 
  LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pint of milk, fresh, 
frozen and canned fruits and vegetables. MENU IS SUBJECT 

TO CHANGE DUE TO VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

Thursday, February 26
Chicken Nuggets, Chips, Baked beans, broc-

coli.
ES: Uncrustables MS: Pizza & Uncrustables

HS: Cook’s Choice & Uncrustables.
Friday, February 27

Personal Pizza, coleslaw, applesauce.
ES: Uncrustables MS: Pizza & Uncurstables

HS: Cook’s Choice and Uncrustables.
Monday, March 2

Chicken Patty, fries and carrots.
ES: Uncrustables MS: Pizza & Uncrustables

HS: Cook’s Choice and Uncrustables
Tuesday, March 3 

Nachos w/Cheese, corn and black beans.
ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza & Uncrustables

HS: Cook’s choice & uncrustables.
Wednesday, March 4

Chicken Noodle Soup, grilled cheese and green 
beans.

ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza & Uncrustables
Hs: Cook’s Choice & Uncrustables

SCHOOL  LUNCH
 Thursday, February 5

�C�h�i�c�k�e�n���n�u�g�g�e�t�s�,���w�a���e�s�,��
green beans. 

ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza 
& Uncrustables. 

HS: Pizza & Uncrustables. 
Friday, February 6

Personal pizza, coleslaw. 
ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza 

& Uncrustables. 
HS: Pizza & Uncrustables. 

Monday, February 9
Hamburger/cheeseburger, fries, 

baked beans.
ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza 

& Uncrustables. 
HS: Pizza & Uncrustables. 

Tuesday, February 10
ES: Chicken nuggets.

MS/HS: Mandarin Orange 
Chicken, Brown Rice, corn.

ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza 
& Uncrustables. 

HS: Pizza & Uncrustables. 
Wednesday, February 11

BBQ Pork Riblet, mac & cheese, 
baked beans, broccoli, 

homemade wheat bread. 
ES: Uncrustables. MS: Pizza 

& Uncrustables. 
HS: Pizza & Uncrustables. 

All meals are served with a variety of 
1/2 pint of milk, fresh, frozen and 

canned fruits and vegetables. 
MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

DUE TO 
VENDOR AVAILABILITY.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

College News 
The following area stu-

dents completed degree 
requirements at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse in December.
Cumberland, WI 
Matthew Allen Friess, 

Bachelor of Science, Ex-
ercise and Sport Science 
Major: Exercise Science - 
Pre-professional Track.

The Office of the Reg-
istrar at the University of 
Minnesota Duluth has an-
nounced its list of fall se-
mester 2025 graduates.
Cumberland, WI 
 DaShaun Ames, Physi-

cal Education B A Sc
 Briana Trejo, Biology B 

A

Solo Ensemble Correction 
Dates 
The next upcoming Solo 

Ensemble concert dates are 
as follows:
March 2nd: Music in 

our Schools Month Con-
cert (7:30pm)
feat:
High School Chamber 

Choir
High School Concert 

Choir

Middle School Band
March 3rd: Large 

Group Festival in Rice 
Lake
competing:
High School Symphonic 

Band (Rice Lake High 
School at 9:30am)
Middle School Choir 

(Bethany Lutheran Church 
at 1:30pm)

Assembly Passes Armstrong Childcare and Neighborhood 
Improvement Bills
MADISON, WI – As the 

2025-2026 legislative ses-
sion nears its end, the Wis-
consin State Assembly met 
on Tuesday, February 17, to 
pass a variety of legislation, 
including two proposals in-
troduced by State Rep. Dave 
Armstrong (R-Rice Lake).
“One of my top priori-

ties as a legislator has been 
working to increase access 
to affordable childcare and 
housing, which are essential 
for a healthy economy. No-
body wants to work where 
they can’t afford to live and 
there’s no one to watch the 
kids,” Representative Arm-
strong said. “I have intro-
duced several childcare and 
housing bills session, and I 
am happy that the Assembly 

passed two today, with a few 
more likely to receive votes 
before session ends.”
�7�K�H���$�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���À�U�V�W���Y�R�W�H�G���W�R��

concur on Senate Bill 376, 
the companion to Repre-
sentative Armstrong’s As-
sembly Bill 369. AB 369/SB 
376 creates a state tax credit 
for businesses who provide 
childcare services for their 
employees, either in-house 
or through an outside pro-
vider. The state credit mir-
rors an existing federal tax 
credit that expanded under 
the Big Beautiful Bill Act. 
Due to Assembly amend-
ments, SB 376 must return 
�W�R���W�K�H���6�H�Q�D�W�H���I�R�U���D���À�Q�D�O���Y�R�W�H��
The Assembly also passed 

Assembly Bill 737, which 
allows developers to use the 

neighborhood improvement 
district mechanism to defray 
the initial costs of residen-
tial infrastructure through 
special assessments on sub-
sequent property owners. 
This would help to reduce 
the upfront price for home-
buyers. AB 737 will now 
go to the Senate, which has 
placed it and its companion, 
Senate Bill 735, on the Feb-
ruary 18 calendar.
In addition to childcare 

and housing legislation, the 
Assembly passed Assembly 
Bill 619, to attract a $1.5 
billion wood-processing fa-
cility to the Hayward area, 
which would be a game-
changer for northern Wis-
consin and revitalize the 
forestry industry. Represen-

tative Armstrong worked 
on AB 619 with lead author 
State Rep. Chanz Green (R-
Grand View) and State Sens. 
Mary Felzkowski (R-Toma-
hawk) and Romaine Quinn 
(R-Birchwood).
Later that day, the Assem-

bly and Senate met in joint 
session for Governor Evers’ 
�À�Q�D�O�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �D�G-
dress.
“It’s always amusing to 

hear the Governor take 
credit for Republican tax 
cuts,” Representative Arm-
strong said afterward. “Af-
ter every budget, he tries 
to gaslight Wisconsin tax-
payers into forgetting that 
if he’d had his way, taxes 
would have gone up by bil-
lions of dollars.”

Assembly Holds Final Floor Session, Passes Armstrong Bills
MADISON, WI – The As-

sembly met for what may 
�E�H���L�W�V���À�Q�D�O���I�O�R�R�U���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I��
the 2025-2026 legislative 
session on February 19, 
which continued Febru-
ary 20.  As is usually the 
case at the end of session, 
the Assembly passed a 
very long list of propos-
als across a wide range of 
subjects.
 “The final session day 

is often a tsunami of leg-
islation,” State Rep. Dave 
Armstrong (R-Rice Lake) 
said.  “While some of the 
proposals will now go to 
Governor Evers for his 
approval, others still need 
to go to the Senate, which 
is likely to complete its 
business in March.”
 The following are just 

some of the bills the As-
sembly passed:
Senate Bill 23 extends 

Medicaid coverage for 
postpartum women to a 
full year, up from the cur-
rent 60 days.
Senate Bill 264 requires 

health insurance policies, 
including Medicaid, to 
cover diagnostic breast 
examinations and supple-
mental breast screening 
examinations for women 
with increased risk for 
breast cancer or with 
dense breast tissue.
Senate Bill 480, on which 

Representative Armstrong 

was the Assembly lead, 
allows communities to 
create residential tax 
incremental districts to 
help defray the costs of 
infrastructure – streets, 
sidewalks, sewers, etc. 
– in residential develop-
ments, reducing the pur-
chase price for the home-
buyer.  Restrictions on 
house and lot sizes en-
sure that modest, afford-
able homes will benefit.
Assembly Bill 453, 

which Representative 
Armstrong introduced, 
helps reduce inconsis-
tencies between a com-
munity’s comprehensive 
plan and its residential 
zoning ordinances.  Such 
inconsistencies can be 
time-consuming and ex-
pensive negotiations to 
sort out, delaying resi-
dential development and 
driving up costs.
Assembly Bill 670, 

which Representative 
Armstrong introduced, 
equalizes sales-tax treat-
ment for certain bio-
tech or manufacturing 
research, regardless of 
whether it is in-house or 
outsourced.  This would 
benefit not only contract 
research facilities, but 
also the businesses that 
hire them and Wisconsin’s 
reputation for innovation.
A legislative package 

based on the work of the 
Speaker’s Task Force 
on Protecting Kids, in-
cluding warning labels 
for explicit content, pa-
rental consent and over-
sight for minors’ social 
media accounts, and ad-
ditional positions in the 
Department of Justice to 
combat Internet crimes 
against children.
The Assembly also 

concurred in a proposed 
constitutional amend-
ment to prohibit the 
Governor from using 
his or her partial veto to 
create or increase taxes 
or fees.  This amend-
ment was inspired by the 
2023-2025 state budget, 
when Governor Evers 
abused his veto power 

and imposed a shocking 
400-year tax increase 
on Wisconsin property 
owners.  The proposed 
amendment will now go 
to Wisconsin voters in 
a statewide referendum 
this November.
 “I am proud of what 

my colleagues and I have 
been able to accomplish 
during the 2025-2026 
legislative session,” Rep-
resentative Armstrong 
said.  “It has been an hon-
or to represent the resi-
dents of Barron, Dunn, 
and Chippewa counties 
this session.  And even if 
this is the last time the As-
sembly meets this year, my 
�&�D�S�L�W�R�O�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �Z�L�O�O�� �U�H�P�D�L�Q��
open to assist constituents.”

DO NOT MISS THIS!

37 YEARS  OF  PIPE  DREAM CENTER

“Music Therapy & Beyond”“Music Therapy & Beyond”

Every Tuesday in March! Every Tuesday in March! 
March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31
All Shows are at 7:00 pmAll Shows are at 7:00 pm

The Center is located on the corner of CTH T & G in Polk County. 
Positively No Drugs • No Alcohol • Smoke-free environment
Everyone welcome, donation at the door. For more info call 715-822-8401.

DON’T FORGET...
“Boogie Nights!”

March 7th at 7:00 pm
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www.manfredsmusic.com 

 THE 16TH YEAR


