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March Snowstorm!

A much anticipated snow storm forecasted for this 
past weekend dumped about 6 inches of fresh snow 
in Cumberland. Just to the south reports of much 
higher totals were reported across the state. Folks 
braced for a major storm but here in Cumberland 
we were mostly spared from the big March storm.  
Strong winds and blowing snow still made for mise-
rable driving conditions.

Local Rivers Inspire New Historical Novel 
The winding bends of the 

Hay River and the broader 
watershed of the Red Ce-
dar River have inspired a 
new historical fiction novel 
by Wisconsin author James 
Close. 
Titled The River Between 

Us, the novel is set in the 
mid-19th century, when 
white pine logging trans-
formed northern Wiscon-
sin and farms began to rise 
from freshly cut stumps. 
The story follows a young 
settler family building a 
life along the Hay River 
while another family, liv-
ing just beyond the trees, 
experiences the same land 
through a different history 
and tradition. Long before 
logging camps and home-
steads appeared, the rivers 
and forests of Barron and 
Dunn counties were home 
to Indigenous communi-
ties, including Ojibwe and 
Dakota peoples, whose sea-
sonal migrations, traditions, 
and deep connection to the 
land shaped the region. 
Close was born and raised 

in the Red Cedar River Val-
ley, graduated from both 
high school and university 
there, and currently lives 
along the Hay River. These 
waterways are not just set-
tings in a story — they are 
home. 
As communities such as 

Cumberland, Prairie Farm, 
Rice Lake, and Menomonie 
developed, the rivers con-
necting them carried more 
than water — they carried 
change. Logging camps ex-
panded. Settlements grew. 
Cultural misunderstandings 
deepened. 
At the heart of the novel 

is an oxbow bend in the 
Hay River, where two 
young people from dif-
ferent worlds meet. Their 
growing bond becomes a 
symbol of possibility in a 

valley shaped by fear, land 
disputes, and the distant 
rumblings of war and bro-
ken treaties. 
Rich in landscape detail 

and grounded in regional 
history, The River Between 
Us explores love, legacy, 
and the enduring presence 
of the river as silent witness 

to it all. Close drew inspira-
tion from the real geogra-
phy of the region — from 
the headwaters near Cum-
berland to where the Hay 
River eventually feeds into 
Tainter Lake near Meno-
monie. 
By weaving historical re-

alities with human emotion, 

the novel invites readers to 
see familiar waters with a 
new perspective. The novel 
is available in hardcover, 
paperback and eBook for-
mats on Amazon.com. 
More information about 
the author and the book can 
be found at jamesaclose.
my.canva.site.  

Local Author James A. Close releases new book, The River Between Us.

Barronett Man Charged 
with Attempting to Flee an 
Officer and Endangering 
Safety

Robert S. Malone, 33, of 
Barronett, has been charged 
with attempting to flee or 
elude an officer, second de-
gree recklessly endangering 
safety, and violate the bond 
condition in Washburn 
County which states the 
defendant shall not commit 
any crime.
An officer with the Rice 

Lake Police Department, 
reports on March 6, 2026, at 
approximately 9:37 am, he 
observed a flock alert which 
provided a vehicle registra-
tion, under the title “Theft - 
Robert Malone.”
The officer’s reports re-

flect he eventually drove 
to US Highway 53, spe-
cifically the turnaround that 

is north of the 143 exit, at 
West Knapp Street. The of-
ficer reports that after wait-
ing a short while, he noted 
the vehicle from the alert 
drive passed his location in 
the outside lane of  travel. 
The officer reports he recog-
nized the driver to be the de-
fendant, Malone, from prior 
contacts. The officer reports 
he was aware Malone had a 
history of fleeing from law 
enforcement in a vehicle.
The officer reports he ac-

tivated his emergency lights 
and sirens, and immediately 
observed the vehicle to ac-
celerate and enter the inside 
lane of travel, showing no 
signs of pulling over. The 
officer reports the vehicle 
exited Highway 53 onto 
Knapp Street, and due to 
the vehicle speed, it ended 
up striking the roundabout 
sideways, causing damage 
to the vehicle’s tires. The 
officer reports the vehicle 
nearly missed another ve-
hicle that was traveling 
northbound through the 
roundabout.
The officer reports the ve-
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Northwoods Figure Skating Club Skates at 
36th Annual Spring Show
The Northwoods Figure 

Skating Club brought ex-
citement, creativity, and 
impressive talent to the ice 

during its 36th annual spring 
show at the Rice Lake 
Hockey Arena on Saturday, 
March 14. Although a sec-

ond performance scheduled 
for Sunday was canceled 
due to a snowstorm, Satur-
day’s shows gave the audi-

ence plenty to cheer about.
This year’s production, 

titled “Heroes and Villains 
























