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New Rescue Boat!

Well Deserved Honor!

School Board Holds April Meeting as State 
Testing Concludes for Year
The Cumberland School 

Board gathered in the Mid-
dle School Commons on 
Tuesday, April 21, as they 
held their Open Meeting 
for the month. Following 
the approval of the Consent 
Agenda and with no one in 
attendance representing the 
Maple Plain Local Educa-
tion Committee, the Board 
moved into District Re-
ports.
Director of Education 

Isaac Lundquist began this 
portion of the evening with 
an update on the conclusion 
of State Testing within the 
District. He expects results 

from the tests to be avail-
able by the end of May. 
Lundquist concluded his 
report with a review of the 
recently completed Title 1 
Books and Bingo Event at 
the Elementary School and 
preliminary plans for an up-
coming Celebrate Cumber-
land Event to recognize the 
cities various nationalities. 
More information will be 
shared as details are final-
ized.
This moved the Board 

into Action Items, where 
they heard from Elemen-
tary Principal Abe Ferguson 
on plans for 2026 Summer 

School Course offerings. 
Principal Ferguson called 
the proposed classes as 
“Action Packed” and filled 
with “Great variety,” with 
the first week running from 
June 8 to the 12th. Follow-
ing discussion between Fer-
guson and the Board, the 
Summer School schedule 
was approved for the sum-
mer.
The Board then tackled a 

series of District resigna-
tions, which included Karen 
Nelson from her position as 
Special Education Teacher, 
Desire Nichols from High 
School English Teacher, 

Kelly Borrman from El-
ementary Food Service 
worker, Joe Serbiak from 
Middle School Volleyball 
Coach, and Abraham Fergu-
son from his position as El-
ementary School Principal.
Each resignation was ap-

proved and the individuals 
thanked for their work with-
in the District. Superinten-
dent Dr. Barry Rose includ-
ed a summary of Ferguson’s 
accomplishments during his 
three years as Elementary 
Principal and wished him 
luck at his new position in 
Elk Mound. 

Cumberland Firefighter 
Wins State Award
By Elizabeth Otto

The work of a firefighter is 
often marked by the weight 
of responsibility the job re-
quires. Rarely is it decorat-
ed with acknowledgment of 
the hard work, commitment 
and heart it takes to put on 
the gear when the pager 
calls.
This well-deserved recog-

nition came for Cumberland 
firefighter Jim Hulleman, 
who was named the 2026 
Wisconsin State Firefight-
ers Association Firefighter 
of the Year runner-up, in 
honor of more than two de-
cades of dedicated service.
Hulleman began his ca-

reer in 1999 and has spent 
the past 17 years serving 
as secretary for the Cum-
berland Fire Department 
and District board. In his 
years of service, he has 
earned Certified Firefighter 

I and credentials in confined 
space rescue, hazmat opera-
tions and wildland fire sup-
pression. 
Firefighter of the Year and 

Firefighter of the Year run-
ner-up awardees are cho-
sen from a broad selection 
of nominees based on their 
service record, acts of hero-
ism, community involve-
ment and training. Hulle-
man was presented with 
the runner-up award at the 
WSFA convention in March 
2026 after nomination from 
his peers.
Cumberland firefighter 

Pastor Paul Green said the 
quiet part out loud: “Jim 
doesn’t seek attention or 
recognition but lives his life 
as a servant who loves and 
cares for our community 
and its people.”

Pictured from left to right are Board President of the Wisconsin State Firefighters Association, Chris Klahn and 
Cumberland Firefighter Runner-Up Jim Hulleman.

Open Doors Art Tour Debuts 
May 1–3, Continuing a 24 
Year Legacy

Northwest Wisconsin — 
The Open Doors Art Tour 
will take place May 1–3, 
2026, inviting art lovers, 
the local community, and 
curious wanderers to ex-
plore working studios and 
galleries across northwest 
Wisconsin. While new in 
name, the tour continues a 
24-year tradition formerly 
known as the Earth Arts 
Spring Tour.
This free, self-guided 

event features 50 artists 
across 22 locations, show-
casing a wide range of 
mediums including paint-
ing, photography, ceram-
ics, sculpture, fiber, wood, 
glass, and more. Visitors 
can meet artists, watch live 
demonstrations, take part 
in hands-on make-and-take 
activities at select loca-
tions, and purchase original 
work. Whether visiting one 
stop or exploring all week-
end, the tour offers a fun 
and meaningful outing and 
a perfect place to find one-

of-a-kind gifts.
Studios are located 

throughout northwest Wis-
consin and eastern Min-
nesota, stretching from 
Osceola, WI in the south to 
Webster, WI in the north, 
with stops in Cumberland, 
WI and Lindström, MN, 
inviting visitors to explore 
scenic back roads and dis-
cover unique creative spac-
es.
Full artist listings and loca-

tions are available at Open-
DoorsArtTour.com, where 
an interactive Google map 
helps visitors navigate from 
studio to studio. Simple 
printed maps will also be 
available at each location.
Event Details:
Open Doors Art Tour
Dates: May 1–3, 2026
Time: Friday and Saturday 

10-5. Sunday 10-4
Website: www.opendoor-

sarttour.com
Facebook/Instagram: @

OpenDoorsArtTour

The Cumberland Fire District is proud to show the latest edition to the department. Assistant Chief Greg Weaver (left) 
and Firefighter Dean Bergstrom show off the 21 foot Ranger  boat. The boat was purchased 100 percent through do-
nations and is equipped with Humminbird electronics. A huge thank you to the community for making this happen. We are 
lucky to have such a generous community!

Cumberland Road/Bridge  
Construction Update
Highway 63 Bridge Re-

placement: After initial 
traffic and erosion control 
setup, demolition on the old 
bridge is well underway as 
of today (Tuesday). Con-
struction of the temporary 
channel for canoe and kay-
ak traffic will be imminent, 
along with some early rip-
rap and storm sewer work. 

Current plans call for the 
new northern bridge abut-
ment to be placed late next 
week or early the follow-
ing week. Thereafter the 
removal of the old culvert 
will take place and work 
will continue southward 
through the channel. If you 
have major safety concerns 
























