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Cumberland Road/Bridge 
Construction Update: Sewer 
Line Hit During Dredging

Steve Laursen pictured at the 2002 ABC Raceway in Ashland after picking up his 2nd Red Clay Classic Victory.

A Piece Of History!

Cumberland native Ben Ra-
nallo in the jungles Papua 
New Guinea after locating 
a piece of history. Ranallo 
and an expedition team lo-
cated and brought home to 
northern wisconsin the win-
gtip of perhaps the most fa-
mous airplane from WWII, 
“Marge” a P-38 Lightning 
flown by Major “Dick” 
Bong, a Poplar Wisconsin 
native who was credited with 
shooting down 40 Japanese 
aircraft. The artifact is now 
located at the Bong Muse-
um in Superior.

Cumberland Native 
and Expedition Team 
Locates and Recovers 
Artifact from Major 
Richard Bong’s Famed 
P-38 Lightning Fighter 
Plane
By Ben Ranallo
Major Richard “Dick”Bong, 

a native of Poplar, WI.,  was 
America’s “Ace of Aces” in 
WWII, having shot down 40 
Japanese aircraft, more than 
any American pilot in history, 
and earning the Medal of Hon-
or from General Douglas Ma-
cArthur.  Bong’s P-38 Light-
ning was nicknamed “Marge” 
after his girlfriend, whom he 
later married.  This aircraft was 
adorned with a large photo-
graph of Marge and it became 
America’s most famous and 
recognizable aircraft in WWII. 
Another pilot, while flying the 
plane on March 24, 1944, on 
a weather reconnaissance mis-
sion over the jungles of Papua 
New Guinea (PNG), bailed out 
due to an electrical malfunction 
on the plane. 
 For more than 80 years, the 

plane was lost to history.  In 
2024, the Bong Museum fund-
ed an expedition and found a 
crashed P-38 in a remote area 
of Papua New Guinea.  By lo-
cating a stenciled serial num-

ber on a wingtip of the 
plane, we were able to 
confirm the wreck was 
indeed the famous P-38 
Marge that was flown by 
Major Bong.  During the 
following two years, the 
Bong Museum worked 
with the government of 
Papua New Guinea, the 
PNG National Museum, 
and the tribal landown-
ers to get permission to 
bring the Marge P-38 
wingtip back to the Bong 
Museum.  After securing 
all the needed permis-
sions, we began planning 
another expedition to 
travel to PNG to retrieve 
the wingtip.  In June of 
this year, I, along two of 
Major Bong’s nephews 
and others associated 
with the Bong Museum, 
traveled to jungles of 
Madang Province in 
PNG to locate and bring 
back the Marge wingtip. 

Steve Laursen Inducted into the Rice Lake 
Speedway Hall of Fame
Steve Laursen is the third 

member of perhaps the 
most famous racing family 
in Northwestern Wisconsin 
to be inducted into the Rice 
Lake Speedway Hall of 
Fame, joining his late father 
Russ, who was an inductee 
with the speedway’s initial 
group back in 2011 and his 
late brother Brent who was 
inducted in the Hall just last 
year.
With a father that was a 

stand out driver in both 
Sprint Cars and Late Mod-

els, winning championships 
and awards all over the mid-
west and beyond, it would 
not be surprising to learn 
that he was the person that 
most influenced Steve to 
start his own racing career.
He began his racing career 

right here at the Rice Lake 
Speedway in 1979 at the age 
of 25, and is still racing cur-
rently, running his #19 Late 
Model at tacks throughout 
the area.
He started right out in Late 

Models, with his first race 

car being a 1976 Ed Sanger 
built car with a 377 cubic 
inch motor that came from 
Wheeler Racing.
His first car carried the 

#19 which was the number 
on his Soap Box Derby car 
when he won the first an-
nual derby back in 1962 and 
while he has driven other 
car numbers for various 
owners over the years, he 
has now gone back to that 
original #19.
Steve has driven for some 

great car owners over the 

years including the late 
Luddy Hardenbergh and 
George Shields as well as 
Steve Egersdorf, Steve Lon-
sky and Dean Johnson. He 
has had a number of crew 
members that supported his 
racing by working for noth-
ing to help him out and has a 
number of sponsors support 
his efforts over the years, 
most notibly Cumberland’s 
Jim Wackerfuss.
Steve has a total of 21 fea-

ture wins at the Rice Lake 
As you’ve probably heard, a 

sewer line was hit late last week 
during the Lake St. removal 
process. The impact of this 
situation, along with the exact 
cause, is being determined as 
quickly as possible. The next 
48-72 hours will reveal a lot. In 
the meantime, other work is be-
ing realigned so that the project 
keeps moving forward. More 
information will be released 
when it becomes available 
hopefully later this week. The 
concrete company should be 
returning tomorrow to pour the 

final sidewalks. Final re-
construction of the Ned-
videk intersection should 
occur this week, with 
final grading work in 
preparation for blacktop 
late this week. Blacktop-
ping should commence 
the week of September 
14. The polymer overlay 
on the multi-use recre-
ational lane will occur 
after the pedestrian traf-
fic is moved to the new 
sidewalk.  Local Street 

an aerial look at the dredging site.
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DANE ARTHUR
REAL ESTATE AGENCY

BUYING or
SELLING 
WITH 
BRIAN STEVENS
I will help you make the 
selling process fun and easy!

Give me a call
715-419-1363
BrianS@danearthur.com

Cumberland American Legion
Available to rent for 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, etc.
Hall • Bar • Kitchen

    Open to the Public 
      Wednesday’s & Friday’s  @ 4:00 pm!

www.post98.org   
For More Info Contact 
715-822-4121

C O M M U N I T Y  E D U C A T I O N
 O F F E R I N G S

Questions or Concerns? Please contact: Susan Bridger, 
CCE Director,  715-822-5121 ext. 403 sbrid@csdmail.com

       CUMBERLAND 
              SCHOOL DISTRICT NEWS 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 10: •9:00 am Girls golf Match @ Northwestern/Hidden Greens North 
Golf Course • 4:00 pm Cross Country @ Cameron/Invitational • 4:30 pm Boys Soccer 
vs Spooner/Shell Lake @ Endeavor • 5:00 pm Girls Volleyball vs Chetek-Weyerheauser 
(middle School) @ CHS • 6:00 pm Football vs Spooner @ Endeavor
 FRIDAY, SEPT 11: •7:00 pm Varsity Football vs Spooner @ Spooner
SATURDAY, SEPT. 12: : 9:00 am Girls Volleyball @ Chetek
MONDAY, SEPT 14: 5:00 pm Girls Volleyball @ Cumb. Middle School • 6:00 pm Football 
vs Spooner @ Endeavor
TUESDAY, SEPT 15: 4:00 pm Boys Cross Country(V) @ Eau Claire Cross Country 
Course •  Girls  Cross Country @ Rice Lake • 5:00 pm Soccer vs Hayward @ Hayward •  
5:00 pm Girls Volleyball Home • 5:00 pm Football vs Saint Croix Falls @ St. Croix Falls

Summer Happenings 
@ Firefly Fields

1st Saturday of the Month 2024
Hosted by: Scott & Colleen Johnson

2553 10th Street - Cumberland, WI
This is between Cumberland and Rice Lake

*5th & Final Event on Saturday, October 5th 
9:00 am to 12 noon / Event at 10:00 am

The Johnsons are hosting Rodney & Bonnie who will be providing 
music on  guitar and accordion. Yes, this event is free, but any 

donations toward the entertainment will go to the Cumberland 
Senior Center. Also Firefly Fields will give a portion of their earnings 

that day to the Senior Center.
*NO DOGS PLEASE...* | PORTA-POTTY available
Yummy baked goods, jams, jellies and coffee will be available for 
purchase each Saturday. Bonfire if the morning is cool. Corn Hole 
will be set up. hike the groomed trails, sit a spell on the porch 
and enjoy your morning! Bring a friend or make some new friends!

For Questions or Concerns contact: 
Susan Bridger, CCE Director

HS-715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

MAY COOKIE DECORATING CLASS
IT'S TIME FOR SOME COOKIE DECORATING FUN WITH 
AMANDA GISLASON OWNER OF "BAKED WITH A HUG"

- Would you like to learn some fun cookie decorating techniques?
- Want some homemade cookies without the mess?

Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2026
Time: 4:30-6:30 pm

Location: Comberland High School FAC Room
Cost: $45 per person

Includes Decorating Kit ($20) and Class ($25)
Donation of $5 to the Barron County Special Olympics for each participantsik

To register or for questions/concerns contact: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director

 sbrid@csdmail.com | 715-822-5121 ext. 403

Cumberland Pickelball for All Seasons 2026
Any Day-All day, come and enjoy the Pickleball/All SPort Courts 
at Islander Park (at the end of 8th Avenue by the Hockey Arena) 

open and ready to use! Bring your own equipment...
When the weather forces you inside............
Visit the Cumberland Elementary School

(enter through the  gym doors)
Monday through Friday

Gym door will be open from 6:30 am - 7:30 am.
Wednesday evenings: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Saturday: 11:00 am - 1:00 pm
COST: FREE

For more information: 
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.comChoose Fit For Fall 2026

(High intensity interval training)
A great overall body workout

Instructor: Pat Chuchwar
Benefits: Improve Strength/Great Aerobic Workout/Work 

Your Core/ High - low Intensity/ All Ages.
For class meet in the Cumberland Middle School Commons 

Area.
Benches are available also Big Ball Exercise

10 Classes for $25 or 24 Classes for $45
First class is free-come check it out!

Mondays: 3:45 pm - will use exercise balls & weights
Wednesdays: 3:45 pm - will use bench, chair & bands

(Texts will be sent if there is any sort of a class change).
To sign up or questions please contact:

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Kayaks and Music on Beaver Dam Lake
Cumberland Community Education is proud to announce for 
the 10th year that Cumberland School District kayaks and life-
jackets will be available on Tuesday evenings during the Con-
cert Series on the shores of the Cumberland Beach from 6-8 pm. 

KAYAKS WILL BE AVAILABLE ON TUESDAYS BEGINNING:
TUESDAY, JUNE 9TH, 2026.

COST: FREE, however donations will be much appreciated! So 
come on down, listen to some tunes and bring the whole family!
**Launch located near the music on the shores of Beaver Dam/

Cumberland Beach**
So that we are prepared, and know you are interested please re-
serve your kayaks by Tuesday morning of the week you wish to 

use them by calling the following number:
Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com

Cumberland Fitness Center Fall 2026 
Come and Check out the NEW CUMBERLAND FITNESS CENTER!

Located in the west wing of the newly remodeled high school.

STILL FREE! 

FALL HOURS BEGIN SEPTEMBER 1:

Mornings: Monday - Friday 6:00 am - 8:00 am

Afternoons: Monday - Thursday 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Friday afternoon- Closed

Please enter through the back Middle School Bus Doors in the morning.

AS ALWAYS, OUR "VERY" QUALIFIED AND FRIENDLY STAFF WILL BE HAPPY TO HELP 

YOU IN ANY WAY!

Susan Bridger CCE Director, HS 715-822-5121 ext. 403 / sbrid@csdmail.com
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SCHOOL  LUNCH

All meals are served with a variety of 1/2 pints of 
milk, seasonal fresh, frozen and canned fruits & 

fresh garden vegetables. Fresh salad bar available 
daily in all schools. A la carte menu available in 

High School. 
2nd Option available in all schools: PB & J 

Uncrustables. 2nd Option for MS/HS Only: School 
House Pizza.

Thursday, September 10
Crispy Chicken Patty, Campfire Baked Beans, Simply 

Steamed Green Beans.
Friday , September 11

French Toast Sticks, Sausage Patty, Tri-Tator Tots, 
Harvest Carrots. 

Monday , September 14
Chicken Wrap, Classic Crunch Chips, Harvest Carrots.

Tuesday , September 15
Taco Quesadilla, Hearty Brown Rice, Homestyle Corn.

Wednesday , September 16
Signature Crispy Chicken Drumstick, Creamy Garlic 

Mashed Potatoes, Simply Steamed Green Beans, 
Handcrafted Whole Wheat Bread.

SCHOOL  LUNCH
Thursday, September 10

Crispy Chicken Patty, Campfire 
Baked Beans, Simply Steamed 

Green Beans.
Friday , September 11

French Toast Sticks, Sausage 
Patty, Tri-Tator Tots, Harvest 

Carrots. 
Monday , September 14

Chicken Wrap, Classic Crunch 
Chips, Harvest Carrots.

Tuesday , September 15
Taco Quesadilla, Hearty Brown 

Rice, Homestyle Corn.
Wednesday , September 16

Signature Crispy Chicken Drum-
stick, Creamy Garlic Mashed 
Potatoes, Simply Steamed 
Green Beans, Handcrafted 

Whole Wheat Bread.

All meals are served with a 
variety of 1/2 pints of milk, 
seasonal fresh, frozen and 

canned fruits & fresh garden 
vegetables. Fresh salad bar 

available daily in all schools. A 
la carte menu available in High 

School. 
2nd Option available in all 

schools: PB & J Uncrustables. 
2nd Option for MS/HS Only: 

School House Pizza.
This institution is an 

Equal Opportunity Provider

This institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider

Hello from Papua New Guinea !

Ben Ranallo (right), with Papua New Guinea villagers.

Cumberland Common Council Holds September 
Meeting  by Mark R. Fuller
The Cumberland Common 

Council gathered at City 
Hall on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1, to hold their monthly 
meeting. A full Council 
was present as Mayor Dan 
Shoemaker called the meet-
ing to order. Following the 
approval of the Consent 
Agenda the evening be-
gan with a proposal from 
Casey Stoeberl of the Bar-
ron County Veterans Office 
to name U.S. Highway 48 
from Cumberland to Rice 
Lake after Eric Gunner Gib-
son.
Mr. Gibson was a Techni-

cian Fifth Grade U.S. Army 
Veteran who was a Con-
gressional Medal of Honor 
recipient following World 
War II. The proposal would 
recognize the Gunner fam-
ily, who lived between the 
two cities, and Mr. Gunner 
for his extraordinary cour-
age and sacrifice to the 
country. Following a brief 
discussion, the proposal 
was passed unanimously 
with the stretch of high-
way now officially recog-
nized as the Eric Gunner 
Gibson Medal of Honor 
Highway.
First up on the agenda 

was a proposed donation 
from CATA for a $800 re-
pair bike rack for Tourist 
Park, while asking the City 
to cover the cost of elec-
tric service to the kiosk. 
Following discussion, the 
donation was accepted and 
passed unanimously. This 
was followed by two Park 
and Recreation propos-
als for Eagle Point, limit-
ing two camping units per 
site with no more than one 
RV and making the inner 
loop only for campers and 
guest. This proposal will 
hope to minimize unnec-
essary traffic flow through 
the park.
The Council then tackled 

action from a resident’s re-
quest for a split of a parcel 
of land, which was car-
ried over from the August 
meeting. After a subse-
quent follow-up with the 
City Attorney, it was de-
cided the split could take 
place, contingent upon the 
removal of a non-conform-
ing structure as to meet 

City Ordinances. The par-
ty has not yet responded to 
the decision.
Next up was a request 

from Public Works for 
the purchase of a Fabick 
CAT stump grinder in lieu 
of the high rental cost of 
such equipment. With the 
money for the purchase 
available in the equipment 
replacement fund and with 
the belief that the substan-
tial amount of tree work 
in the city would lead to 
further high rental cost, it 
was decided to go ahead 
with the purchase at a cost 
of $9500.
The Council then moved 

into Utility Committee 
proposals.
The first order of busi-

ness was to authorize two 
small additional payments 
to PCS for additional nec-
essary work on the Street 
Light project and secondly 
a discussion and possible 
action relating to a pro-
posal to install new water 
meters in the city as part of 
the AMI upgrade project. 
This will have a number of 
benefits to the city, includ-
ing cost efficiency, and 
following a lengthy dis-
cussion and series of ques-
tions, it was passed by the 
Council at the approved 
quota unit cost. 
Next up was a look at 

Committee updates as pro-
vided by the Council mem-
bers. Among them was an 
update on current work 
being done at the Senior 
Center by Alderman Steve 
Anderson as well as Alder-
man Cifaldi’s report from 
Parks and Recreation an-
nouncing the floating raft 
would soon be removed 
from the beach and that he 
was still waiting for pric-
ing on the band stand proj-
ect.
Alderman Schullo an-

nounced there were no 
vacancies at either Island 
City of Lakeview Apart-
ments and that the Golf 
Course revenues were 
down for the summer. Al-
derman Schullo and Mayor 
Shoemaker also discussed 
their work with the Golf 
Course on updating the 
Management agreement 

between the two entities.
Alderman Lussier dis-

cussed the Finance Com-
mittee’s work to tighten up 
the collection of receipts 
from the various compo-
nents of the city, while 
Alderman Jim Anderson 
discussed ongoing work 
at the airport. Alderperson 
Cady then covered Library 
functions.
The Committee Reports 

concluded with Alder-
person Laursen covering 
the Annual Lake District 
Meeting, Alderperson 
Goldsmith announcing 
that Public Works would 
be looking into rubber 
blades for plows to prevent 
curb damage as well as 
considering repair of side-
walks on Grove Street, and 
Mayor Shoemaker repre-
senting the Police Depart-
ment with a brief summary 
of Rutabaga weekend activ-
ity.
The evening concluded 

with reports from City Ad-
ministrator Randy Reeg and 
Mayor Shoemaker.
Mr. Reeg discussed the 

need to amend the City’s Fair 
Housing Code to ensure con-
sistency with the Wisconsin 
Statutes. The Council ap-
proved the updated language 
to meet the needed changes. 
He also addressed the Coun-
cil on the handling and col-
lection of tax money between 
the City and County result-
ing in unnecessary time and 
work for both. No action was 
taken with more dialogue to 
continue.
Mayor Shoemaker then read 

a proclamation calling the 
month of September, “Fair 
Housing Month,” recogniz-
ing the passage of the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968. 
In it, the Mayor encourages 
every citizen and business 
in our community to, “Sup-
port and endorse fair housing 
for all and recognize these 
rights and responsibilities 
throughout the year.”
Following the reading, 

the Common Council ad-
journed.

Cumberland Native...
The journey involved 

numerous long flights as 
well as a journey on small 
banana boats to reach the 
remote village near the 
crash site.  We received 
a warm and enthusiastic 
welcome from the local 
villagers. We also funded 
and assisted in installing 
a pipeline to bring fresh 
water to the local village 
school.  In addition, we 
brought over a large sup-
ply of books, desks, and 
school supplies for the 
school.  After trekking 
miles through the jungle, 
we arrived at the crash site 
and found the wingtip that 
bore the serial number of 
the plane confirming it 
was indeed Bong’s famous 
“Marge.”  Local villages 
helped haul the wingtip 
back to their village.  After 
that, the task of bringing the 
wingtip back to the museum 
consisted of another banana 
boat journey across the Bis-
mark sea, a flight on a PNG 
defense force back to Port 
Moresby in PNG, and a long 
flight back to the USA on a 
KC-135 aircraft courtesy of 
the Wisconsin Air National 
Guard.  The artifact then was 
put on display at the EAA 
Airshow in Oshkosh, then 
again in Poplar for Bong’s 

family and northern Wisconsin 
locals to see it. The artifact 
finally arrived at the Bong 
Museum where it will be 
displayed in an upcoming 
exhibit.
 Tragically, Major Bong 

died in a plane crash while 
test-flying a P-80 jet aircraft 
in California in August of 
1945.  Truly, freedom is 
not free.  By bringing a tan-
gible piece of his aircraft 
and history home, myself, 
along with the rest of the 
Mission Marge team, will 
be able to share Bong’s 
story and legacy of service 
with future generations. 
 During our time work-

ing in the remote villages, 
we shared pictures and sto-
ries about life in Northern 
Wisconsin. I also wore a 
Cumberland Beavers hat 
when conditions permit-
ted. I wished I had brought 
some to give away because 
many of the villages liked 

it. I also forged a working 
relationship with the Na-
tional Museum of PNG 
to aid them in identifying 
and exhibiting items in 
their museum displays.
 In addition, few are 

aware anymore that the 
32nd Infantry Division of 
the US Army, comprised 
of mostly Wisconsin and 
Michigan volunteers, 
fought primarily in PNG. 
My great uncle, Julius 
Ranallo, was a member 
of the 32nd, having been 
deployed out of the Rice 
Lake NG Armory in April 
1942. Many of the places we 
traveled through were where 
the 32nd suffered and scari-
fied in the jungle fighting the 
Imperial Japanese. This con-
nection to Northwest Wis-
consin inspired our team to 
do more to bring awareness 
to the service of the 32nd at 
the museum for future gen-
erations.
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Season with Annual Auction & Digital 
Expansion; Connecting over 115 years of 
community tradition with vibrant new 
ways to learn, give back, and unite local 
women
A cherished pillar of lo-

cal civic life since 1910, the 
Cumberland Woman’s Club 
has long stood as one of 
the area’s finest traditions. 
Operating as a hidden gem 
in town, the organization 
provides a welcoming 
home for friendship, per-
sonal development, and 
public service across gen-
erations of local women.
Members gather monthly 

from September through 
May at the Cumberland 
Senior Citizen’s Center to 
enjoy fellowship and hear 
from guest speakers on 
topics ranging from pub-
lic safety with the Chief 
of Police to local health 
initiatives, regional his-
tory, and conservation.
To bridge its rich history 

with the modern day, the 
Club officially launched 

its Facebook page this 
summer. Calling all lo-
cal women to check this 
wonderful club out! 
Whether you are looking 
to connect with neigh-
bors, chair a committee, 
or learn something new, 
the Cumberland Woman’s 
Club warmly invites you 
to join.
Annual Auction Kick-

Off
The Club kicks off its 

new season in September 
with its popular annual 
Auction Fundraiser. All 
local women will find 
this event as one of the 
best ways to get acquaint-
ed with fun-loving neigh-
bors while bidding on 
auction items that make 
a lasting community im-
pact—and let you take 
home a tangible reminder 

of your generosity.
• When: Tuesday, Sept 

15th at 6:00 PM
• Where: Senior Citi-

zen’s Center
• Details: Watch the 

Club’s Facebook page for 
full event information!
Proceeds directly sup-

port high school schol-
arship for Cumberland 
High School girl, Thom-
as St. Angelo Public Li-
brary reading program 
and the Library founda-
tion, ARC Bloodmobile, 
care packages for first re-
sponders, Margaret’s Proj-
ect Santa, Cumberland Area 
Food Pantry, and local his-
torical  preservation.
To stay updated on 

upcoming meetings 
and events,  search for 
Cumberland Woman’s 
Club on Facebook.

Rice Lake Couple Arrested For Substantial 
Amount of Methamphetamine

Thomas A. Schuld, 71, 
and Valerie Owen, 71, 
both of Rice Lake, were 
charged in Barron County 
Circuit Court on Septem-
ber 3, 2026. 
Schuld was charged with 

a felony count of posses-
sion with intent to deliver 
methamphetamine, which 
carries a maximum penalty 
of $100,000 fine and 40 
years in prison. 
Owen was charged with 

a felony count of posses-
sion of narcotic drugs, 
and a class I felony that 
can lead to a $10,000 

fine and as many as 3 1/2 
years in prison.
The Criminal complaint 

states that on August 30, 
2026, the couple were trav-
eling home to Rice Lake 
from California, when 
Rice Lake Officers and 
Barron County Sheriff’s 
Detectives received infor-
mation that their vehicle 
may be trafficking narcot-
ics.
A Rice Lake Police Offi-

cer stopped the vehicle just 
outside of Cumberland for 
speeding. When the officer 
asked if there was anything 

illegal in the vehicle, Owen 
admitted there might be 
some marijuana.
During an initial search of 

the vehicle, officers found 
substances that tested posi-
tive for the presence of 
THC in Owen’s Purse, and 
10 pills  of Schedule II 
controlled substance.
Officers also found 

vacuum sealed packages 
containing methamphet-
amine behind the panel-
ing at the rear end of the 
vehicle. The methamphet-
amine weighed approxi-
mately 5.3 pounds.
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Opinion

Inside Wisconsin
by Tom Still

A Look Back

Out My Window
by Paul Bucher, Editor

“Wisconsin industry, researchers, tech firms play a role in U.S. defense”

Letter
Continued on Page 9
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comes letters to the editor, 500 
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interest to our readers, however, 
the choice of any material is at 
the discretion of the editor. Let-
ters are limited to one per month 
per person.Letters endorsing or 
criticizing candidates for elected 
office will not be published two 
weeks prior to the election. 
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the right to edit letters to meet 
space requirements, clarify, or 
to avoid obscenity, libel, or inva-
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you from individuals and they 
will be included with the paid      
notices, not with Letters to the 
Editor.

Weekly deadline is 
12:00 p.m. on 

Friday
MEMBER OF

WISCONSIN NEWSPAPER 
ASSOCIATION 

The reason for this policy is the number 
of such letters received and the potential for 
campaigns to inundate the editorial page 
with letters on behalf of their candidates.

MADISON, Wis. – The 
same person who embod-
ies political friction over 
America’s defense struc-
ture was the same Pentagon 
leader who visited Oshkosh 
late last month to highlight 
Wisconsin’s role in bolster-
ing it.
 Defense Secretary Pete 

Hegseth, a focus of criti-
cism over the Iran war and 
under fire by some in Con-
gress, toured the Oshkosh 
Corp. in late August as part 
of the nationwide “Arsenal 
of Freedom” tour.
 Hegseth examined ad-

vanced military vehicles, 
took a test drive and made 
the case that domestic de-
fense production is more 
effective if integrated into 
commercial manufacturing 
at home versus stand-alone 
contractors or outsourced 
overseas.
 Exhibit A is Oshkosh 

Corp., which has built mili-
tary hardware for 80 years 
but relies mostly on com-
mercial sales of emergency 
equipment, access vehicles 
and specialty trucks, to cite 
a few examples. Less than 
one-fifth of the company’s 
business is tied to federal 
contracts.
 “We need more (Oshkosh 

Corporations) in America,” 
Hegseth said. “We don’t 
have the helmets without 
the hardhats; we don’t have 
the warriors without the 
workers.”

 It wouldn’t be Pete Heg-
seth if his speech didn’t 
include a few barbs to rile 
up his detractors (“no more 
DEI ... no more trannies, 
just training”) but it was a 
reminder that Wisconsin has 
historic strengths in manu-
facturing. The state also has 
complementary expertise 
in energy, computing, agri-
culture and health research, 
each with defense as well as 
commercial value.
 Wisconsin also has active 

military bases, training fa-
cilities and a strategic loca-
tion on the Great Lakes with 
ties to shipbuilding, trans-
portation and testing. Most 
of those attributes are often 
overlooked – even by peo-
ple who live in Wisconsin.
 If the Wisconsin Security 

Research Consortium and 
its partners are success-
ful, Wisconsin will lever 
those resources in a way 
that attracts more defense 
spending that aligns with 
commercial and research 
priorities.
 The WSRC was launched 

by the Wisconsin Technol-
ogy Council and others 
nearly 20 years ago with 
emerging cybersecurity 
threats in mind. Today it’s 
part of the UW-Madison 
due to the university’s na-
tionally prominent research 
and its ability to form larger 
partnerships.
 The WSRC and partners 

have applied for “Defense 

Innovation OnRamp Hub” 
status, which could help co-
ordinate the state’s defense 
assets in ways similar to 
what’s happening in states 
such as Minnesota.
 “Wisconsin builds things 

for defense already: ships, 
vehicles, sensors, soft-
ware and has the indus-
trial base behind them,” 
said Dave Schroeder, di-
rector of national secu-
rity initiatives at the UW-
Madison. “What we’re 
missing is the state’s 
front door.”
 “Front doors,” or hubs, 

exist in eight other states, 
including Minnesota, 
where the $1.1 billion 
Minnesota Aerospace 
Complex is being built 
with a mix of industry, 
academic and non-profit 
partners. Health research 
is a significant partner 
there, with the Mayo 
Clinic adding its weight 
to the University of Min-
nesota.
 An existing military pres-

ence is part of what suc-
cessful applicants need, 
and Wisconsin checks that 
box with Fort McCoy, Volk 
Field, Truax Field and the 
115th Fighter Wing, Mitch-
ell Field and the Wisconsin 
National Guard. Schroeder 
thinks industry support, di-
verse research and private 
partners will enhance Wis-
consin’s effort.
 “One of the real ‘wins’ 

will be commercial appli-
cations down the road,” he 
said.
 There’s no published 

deadline for when the De-
fense Innovation Unit, which 
is part of the Defense De-
partment, will decide on this 
round of “OnRamp Hub” 
applications. A meeting of 
partners, including UW-
Madison’s vice chancellor 
for research and its engineer-
ing dean, is taking place Sept. 
6 at Lambeau Field in Green 
Bay.
 Hegseth has invited con-

gressional criticism over the 
conduct of the Iran war and 
his firing or demotion of 
about 80 generals and admi-
rals. He’s also pushing for 
a major increase in defense 
spending in the face of a ris-
ing national debt. Most re-
cently, he drew fire when the 
Army ordered a specialized 
drone unit in Europe to return 
to airborne infantry duty.
 Whether Hegseth weath-

ers his various storms is a 
matter for conjecture. How-
ever, the Defense Innova-
tion Unit was founded in 
2015 on President Obama’s 
watch and appears to have 
staying power. The state’s 
“OnRamp Hub” bid makes 
sense – but election-year 
politics might help Wiscon-
sin’s case, too.
Still is president of the Wis-

consin Technology Council. 
He can be reached at tstill@
insidewisconsin.net.

We’re Ready for a New School 
Year
To the Editor:

A big thank you to the 
entire community and sur-
rounding area for the sup-
port given for making our 
new high school a reality. 
Our students have a beauti-
ful facility, and it certainly 
appears to meet their educa-
tional needs for many years 
to come. Just think-only a 
year ago, many students and 
their teachers held classes 
in the metal shed called the 
North Campus, now be-

ing used as a maintenance 
building. Somehow, they 
muddled through a year of 
running back and forth from 
building to building to get 
from one class to the next.

Our school board mem-
bers, administrators, and 
maintenance staff along 
with CHS teacher in-
put deserve recognition 

10 Years Ago
September 14, 2016

The 2016 Homecoming 
Court are: Dylan Feier-
tag, Payton Rose, Isaac 
Bucher, Nick Bearheart, 
Dale Griffith, Faith Er-
ickson, Courtney Colucci, 
Emme Anderson,  Joey 
Carlson, Aspen Hatzen-
beller, 2016 Homecoming 
King Kevin Johnson and 
2016 Homecoming Queen 
Paige Spychalla.

20 Years Ago
 September 13, 2006
Next Wednesday, Sep-

tember 20, at 6:30 pm, 
many television sets will 
be turned to channels 4  
or 13 to see Cumberland 
Middle School Teacher 
Pam Klatt in action on the 
Wheel of Fortune. 

The biggest news to 
come  ou t  o f  t he  C i ty 
C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g  l a s t 
week, was the announce-
ment of the retirement 
of Jeff Streeter from the 
position of Public Works 
Director and Zoning Ad-
ministrator. Jeff has held 
the position since 1994. 

     30 Years Ago
 September 11, 1996
Chris Wickland, a 1996 

Cumberland High School 
graduate, has been hired 
by the National Forest 
Service to help fight the 
spate of western forest 
fires. Wickland received a 
week of training in Grand 
Rapids,  MN., and then 
was assigned to Sisters, 

Oregon,  where  he  has 
been working as an EMT-
Fire fighter on the Park 
Meadows fire.

The 1996 CHS Teacher 
and Support Staff Award 
R e c i p i e n t s  w e n t  t o : 
Kathy  Turba ,  5  years ; 
John Modjeski, 25 years; 
D e b b i e  Te m p e s t a ,  1 5 
years; Wendy Hoffman, 
5 years; Gordy Overby, 
20 years ;  Jean Taylor, 
five years; Kathy Kreger, 
5 years; Lois Sergent, 15 
years; Kevin DeNucci, 15 
years; Sally Landstrom, 
10 years; Becky Sparish, 
10 yeras; Mark Fuller, 20 
years; and Delores Haley, 
20 years.

   40 Years Ago
September 10, 1986
Three fire units were 

summoned to the home 
of Doug Rouzer, in the 
Pipe Lake area late Fri-
day  even ing .  The  f i re 
was caused by an elec-
trical short in a kitchen 
s tove .  F i re  Chief  Bob 
Mack said damage oc-
curred to the stove, cabi-
nets and as well as some 
smoke related damage.

   50 Years Ago 
 September 9, 1976
W h i l e  A u g u s t  h a s 

moved into September 
and fall is definitely “in 
the air”, the weather pat-
tern has not changed a 
great deal. It remains hot 
and very very dry. The 
only rainfall of August 
was .02 inches the last 

week in August.
C o a s t  G u a r d  S o n a r 

Technician Third Class 
Timothy J. Certain, son 
o f  Mr.  and  Mrs .  Pau l 
C e r t a i n ,  C u m b e r l a n d , 
has completed an Alaska 
fisheries patrol as a crew 
member aboard the Coast 
Guard Cutter Jarvis. 

    60 Years Ago
September 15, 1966
Miss Dorthea Bents, 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
E v e r t  B e n t s  o f  C o m -
stock, has accepted a po-
sition with the Nurnberg 
American High School 
in Nurnberg, Germany. 
This school is part of the 
Department of Defense 
O v e r s e a s  D e p e n d e n t s 
School System.

   70 Years Ago
 September 14, 1956
Discussion of several 

possible sites for the pro-
posed new Cumberland 
High  Schoo l  bu i ld ing 
was  the  main  i t em on 
the agenda of the school 
board meeting on Tuesday 
night .  The si tes  which 
a re  g iven  mos t  favor-
able consideration are: 
an area south of the hos-
pital and west of Collin-
gwood Lake, a plot west 
of the hospital and south 
of highway 63-48, an area 
just west of the city near 
the Douglas Farm, and 
an area just east of the 
hill which is located in 
the First Ward east of the 
hospital site and south of 
Webb Street.

    80 Years Ago
September 12, 1946
Tom Ricci,  Cumber-

l a n d ,  p a r k e d  h i s  ‘ 3 7 
Pontiac in front of the 
Land O’ Lakes Hotel in 
Rice Last week while he 
was attending a business 
meeting. When he went 
to get  i t ,  i t  was gone. 
Around 6:00 pm that eve-
ning, it was discovered by 
Sheriff Taylor on High-
way 8. It looked as if it 
had been hit or had run 
into a tree. 

This coming Friday marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the worst terrorist attacks in US history. 
Nearly 3,000 innocent people lost their lives that 
day. I will never forget sitting in front of the televi-
sion in disbelief. It will be forever ingrained in my 
memory, as I’m sure it is for most Americans who 
witnessed the horrific scenes taking place in multi-
ple locations. Seeing news clips of 9/11 brings it all 
back very quickly, it doesn’t seem like 25 years have 
passed. Please take time to remember all those who 
lost their lives that day and all the heroes who put 
their lives on the line, many of whom did not make 
it home. Thank you to each and every member of 
our Fire Departments, Police Departments, Medical 
Personnel and of course our Military. I know I am 
proud to be an American!

-0-
This coming Saturday, September 12th, is the 

annual Louie’s Finer Meats Wurstfest taking place 
from 11 am to 4 pm. Put it on your to do calendar, it is 
a ton of fun with something for everyone, free sam-
ples galore, live music, raffles, prizes, kids games, 
crafts, beer garden, live music and more. You can’t 
beat $1.00 brats, dogs, soda and chips. The raffles 
benefit the Cumberland Fire Department. Hope to 
see you at Louie’s Saturday!

-0-
Well football season is underway, with college 

games this past weekend, the Beavers are off to a 
2-1 start and the Packers head to Minnesota next 
Sunday to kick of their seasons. I don’t recall the 
Vikings and Packers playing in week #1 in the past, 
but I’m sure its happened, what a fun way to kick off 
the season. The NFC North is wide open this year, 
so these head to head match-ups could have major 
implications at the end of the season. It sure looks 
to be a battle with all four teams in the mix. Don’t 
forget to play the Advocate’s football contest every 
week, win football bucks that work the same as cash 
at participating businesses. Thank you to all spon-
soring businesses for your continued support!

-0-
Labor Day weekend has come and gone, now 

we get into the best couple of months of the entire 
year as far as I am concerned. I absolutely love fall, 
cooler temps, changing leaves, hunting, fishing and 
everything else associated with Fall. I know winter 
is around the corner, but September and October and 
even early November are fantastic if you enjoy the 
outdoors. I like winter as well, except for maybe a 
couple weeks in January and February when we 
are in a true cold snap. That’s what makes this part 
of the country so special, we get four seasons! Get 
out and enjoy. Have a great week!

   Date    Hi  	  Lo     Prec.  	
   09/01    85     58      0.00
   09/02    84     60      0.00
   09/03    83     62      0.00
   09/04    81     65      0.00
   09/05    83     65      0.00
   09/06    82     65      0.00
   09/07    80     63      0.00

Temperature and precipi-
tation readings are taken 
at 7 a.m. for the previous 
24 hours and are provided 

by the  Cumberland 
Utility Office.

2026
WEATHER
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Barron County 
Circuit Court

   Traffic Court 
Christopher L. Larson, 

43, Rice Lake, operat-
ing with PAC, $2,121.00. 
Shane A. Pisa, 30, Birch-
wood, OWI, $1,585.00 and 
operating while revoked, 
$579.00. Mohamed H. 
Ali, 48, Barron, speeding, 
$175.30. Riley H. Brown, 
19, Cumberland, operat-
ing a motor vehicle with-
out proof of insurance, 
$10.00, vehicle mudguards 
fail/cover tires, $200.50 
and unnecessary blowing 
of horn, $162.70. Dan-
iel S. Danielson, 43, Rice 
Lake, speeding, $175.30. 
Michael E. Downing, 17, 
Wonewoc, WI., speed-
ing, $200.50. Nickolas 
A. Edgerton, 19, Phillips, 
speeding, $175.30. Brent 
S. Fagerlin, 55, Hillsdale, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Ayanna M. Foy, 
21, Cumberland, operating 
a motor vehicle without 
insurance, $200.50. John 
L. Galvin, 63, Birchwood, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Nichole M. Good, 
44, Rice Lake, speeding, 
$200.50.  Michael J. Gor-
man, 36, Fort Worth, TX., 
violate red traffic light-work 
area, $213.10. Sara C. Han-
son, 40, Chippewa Falls, 
vehicle passenger failure 
to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
Matthew J. Hargreaves, 40, 
Chetek, failure to wear a seat 
belt, $10.00 and operating a 
motor vehicle without insur-
ance, $200.50. Hani A. Has-
san, 19, Barron, speeding, 
$225.70. Rachel C. Hayden, 
50, Eau Claire, unlaw-
ful U/Y turn-erected signs, 
$175.30. Daejo T. Laurin, 
26,  Eau Claire, speeding, 
$200.50. Peter M. Lejeune, 
50, Rice Lake, speeding, 
$175.30. Tanner M. Lewis, 
20, Clayton, violate absolute 
sobriety law, $389.50. Nan-
nette A. Leyh, 68, Birch-
wood, operating a motor 
vehicle without proof of in-
surance, $10.00. Clarence J. 
Lindner, 62, Chetek, failure 
to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
William W. Loman, 27, In-
dianapolis, IN., duty/report 
accident, $208.50 and oper-
ating left of center, $221.00. 
Lily J. Macknick, 18, 
Dresser, speeding, $175.30. 
Kali L. Mertens, 33, Trego, 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Caitlyn M. Miller, 
18, Prairie Farm, speeding, 
$175.30. David J. Nikolai, 
23, Loyal, WI., speeding, 
$263.50. Jorge E. Ordonez-
Quito, 28, Almena, operat-
ing a motor vehicle without 
insurance, $200.50. George 
T. Oreilly, 20, Woodbury, 
MN., speeding, $175.30. 
Jeremy J. Ott, 44, Sarona, 
speeding, $200.50. Johana 
L. Parga-Rosales, 22, Bar-
ron, fail/yield right/way 
from stop sign, $175.30. 
and operate without a valid 

license, $200.50. Om B. Pa-
tel, 24, Elk Grove Village, 
IL., speeding, $276.10. Kar-
la L. Penaloza Hernandez, 
31, Rice Lake, operating a 
motor vehicle without proof 
of insurance, $10.00 and 
failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00. Candice A. Peter-
son, 48, Rice Lake, failure to 
wear a seat belt, $10.00. Na-
than J. Peterson, 38, Chetek, 
vehicle passenger failure 
to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
Sierra C. Platson, 25, Bar-
ron, operating a motor ve-
hicle without insurance, 
$200.50 and operating while 
suspended, $200.50. Chad 
M. Preble, 47, Birchwood, 
speeding, $175.30. Zenayda 
L. Quezada Arauz, 23, Al-
mena, operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, 
$200.50 and operate with-
out a valid license, $200.50. 
Cecilia E. Regep, 26, Cary, 
IL., speeding, $200.50. Jo-
seph B. Respondi Jr., 36, 
Schaumburg, IL, speeding, 
$250.90. Anthony J. Rog-
ers, 18, Cumberland, oper-
ate without a valid license, 
$200.50. Mark R. Rosen-
dahl, 66, Chetek, speeding, 
$200.50. Luke R. Schief-
fer, 17, Rice Lake, failure 
to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
Kadyn B. Shellman, 20, 
Rice Lake, failure to wear a 
seat belt, $10.00. Killian A. 
Shellman, 17, Birchwood, 
vehicle passenger failure to 
wear a seat belt, $10.00. Dar-
rel H. Sistad, 21, Ridgeland, 
failure to keep vehicle under 
control, $213.10. Desirae J. 
Slayton, 32, Cumberland, 
windshields-tinting-critical 
area, $175.30. Theodore 
R. Small, 19, Cumberland, 
speeding, $175.30. Timothy 
T. Smith, 27, Eau Claire, 
speeding, $414.70. Josie M. 
Springer, 19, Birchwood, 
speeding, $175.30. Amery J. 
Stoner, 32, Rice Lake, oper-
ating a motor vehicle with-
out insurance, $200.50. Da-
vid L. Story, 60, Birchwood, 
speeding, $175.00. Travis F. 
Thannum, 31, Weyerheaus-
er, failure to wear a seat belt, 
$10.00 and operating a mo-
tor vehicle without proof of 
insurance, $10.00. Mark H. 
Tietz, 65, Dallas, operating 
a motor vehicle without in-
surance, $200.50. Caleb W. 
Tinsley, 19, Almena, failure 
to wear a seat belt, $10.00. 
Tony R. Tio, 53, Bloomer, 
non-registration of vehicle, 
$175.30. Rebecca Trevino, 
44, Almena, operate with-
out a valid license, $200.50. 
Rylea M. Tucker, 21, Rice 
Lake, operating a motor 
vehicle without insurance, 
$200.50. Osman Y. Vasquez, 
32, Minneapolis, MN., oper-
ate without a valid license, 
$200.50, and failure to stop 
at stop sign, $175.30. Jona-
than A. Villalobos, 21, Bar-
ron, non-registration of ve-
hicle, $175.30 and failure to 
keep vehicle under control, 
$213.10. Desiree A. Week, 
26, Hayward, speeding, 
$250.90. Jay R. Weidner, 46, 
Rice Lake, failure to wear a 

seat belt, $10.00. Michael J. 
Wyse, 19, Barron, operat-
ing motor vehicle without 
proof of insurance, $10.00. 
Trenton A. Zurcher, 20, Rice 
Lake, failure to keep vehicle 
under control, $213.10 and 
operating a motor vehicle 
without insurance, $200.50.

     Complaints 
Erica J. Schleiss, 48, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct. 
Her court date is scheduled 
for September 16, 2026.
Todd A. Young, 28, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and do-
mestic abuse. His court date 
is scheduled for September 
16, 2026.
Ariahann L. Rand, 23, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. Her court 
date was scheduled for Sep-
tember 9, 2026.
Edward G. Sonnenberg, 47, 

of Chetek, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct, 
criminal damage to prop-
erty and domestic abuse. His 
court date is scheduled for 
September 16, 2026.
Benjamin T. Palmer, 49, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct. His 
court date is scheduled for 
September 16, 2026.
Robert R. Kittel, 65, of 

Chetek, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. His court 
date was scheduled for Sep-
tember 9, 2026.
Logan J. Burch, 31, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and do-
mestic abuse. His court date 
was scheduled for Septem-
ber 9, 2026.
Andrew D. Eddy, 28, of 

Cameron, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
domestic abuse. His court 
date was scheduled for Sep-
tember 9, 2026.
James M. Marsh, 57, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with illegally operate ATV 
or UTV on/in vicinity of 
highway. His court date is 
scheduled for October 21, 
2026.

Criminal
Traffic

Forrest S. Melcher, 36, of 
Marine on Saint, MN., has 
been charged with operating 
commercial motor vehicle 
without a license. His tele-
phone scheduling confer-
ence is scheduled for Octo-
ber 23, 2026.
Alonso G. Mendez, 31, of 

Barron, has been charged 
with operate without a valid 
license. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Sep-
tember 23, 2026.
Jayme E. Randall, 41, of 

Haugen, has been charged 
with OWI and operating 
with PAC. Her initial ap-
pearance is scheduled for 
September 23, 2026.
Gerardo Mendoza, 41, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with OWI and op-
erating with PAC. His initial 
appearance is scheduled for 

September 30, 2026.
Erik L. Bednar, 51, of Hau-

gen, has been charged with 
operating while revoked 
and ignition interlock device 
tampering/failure to install/
violate court order. His ini-
tial appearance is scheduled 
for September 30, 2026.
Antonio Munoz, 24, of 

Lakeville, MN., has been 
charged with operating 
commercial motor vehicle 
without a license. His initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
September 23, 2026.
Darrel H. Sistad, 21, of 

Hillsdale, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked and ignition interlock 
device tampering/failure to 
install/violate court order. 
His initial appearance is 
scheduled for September 30, 
2026.
Loida L. Ortizarteaga, 26, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with operate with-
out a valid license. Her ini-
tial appearance is scheduled 
for September 30, 2026.
Terrance P. Robinson, 43, 

of Clayton, has been charged 
with operating while re-
voked. His initial appear-
ance is scheduled for Sep-
tember 30, 2026.

Criminal
Complaints

Anthony Van Erp, 34, 
of Cumberland, has been 
charged with battery, ha-
rassment-attempt physical 
contact, harassment-conduct 
or acts and disorderly con-
duct. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for September 
16, 2026.
Todd A. Schroeder, 57, of 

Rice Lake, has been charged 
with intentionally point fire-
arm at person, fail/yield to 
stop for emergency vehicle, 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer and disorderly con-
duct. His initial appearance 
is scheduled for September 
16, 2026.
Anthony W. Hillman, 17, 

of Almena, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
battery. His adjourned initial 
appearance is scheduled for 
September 16, 2026.
Robert J. Watts, 56, of Cum-

berland, has been charged 
with disorderly conduct and 
resisting or obstructing an 
officer. His adjourned initial 
appearance was scheduled 
for September 9, 2026.
April R. Benck, 40, of Dal-

las, has been charged with 
disorderly conduct and do-
mestic abuse. Her adjourned 
initial appearance was 
scheduled for September 9, 
2026.
Honey A. Blackcoon, 22, 

of Cumberland, has been 
charged with battery to 
public officers, battery to a 
health care provider or fam-
ily and resisting or obstruct-
ing an officer. Her adjourned 
initial appearance is sched-
uled for September 16, 2026.
Joshua G. Hollander, 39, of 

Cameron, has been charged 
with OWI and resisting 
or obstructing an officer. 

His preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for September 15, 
2026.
Steven D. Biermann, 31, 

of Chippewa Falls, has 
been charged with vehicle 
operator flee/elude an offi-
cer, three counts of 2nd de-
gree recklessly endangering 
safety, possession of meth-
amphetamine and OWI. His 
adjourned initial appearance 
was scheduled for Septem-
ber 3, 2026.
William W. Johnson, 41, 

of Arkansaw, WI., has been 
charged with possess with 
intent-amphetamine/meth-

amphetamine, party to a 
crime, possession of co-
caine/coca, possession of 
THC and operating while 
revoked. His adjourned ini-
tial appearance was sched-
uled for September 9, 2026.
Amie M. Miles, 44, of Rice 

Lake, has been charged with 
possess with intent-amphet-
amine/methamphetamine, 
party to a crime, possession 
of cocaine/coca, possession 
of THC and resisting or 
obstructing an officer. Her 
adjourned initial appearance 
was scheduled for Septem-
ber 9, 2026.

Pursuit through Rice Lake 
and Cameron Ends with OWI

Steven Biermann
On Friday, August 28, af-

ter a driving complaint on 
highway 53, a pursuit be-
gan, which traveled through 
Rice Lake and ending in 
Cameron, resulting in the 
arrest of a Chippewa Falls 
man.
Steven Biermann, 31, of 

Chippewa Falls, was arrest-
ed by the Wisconsin State 
Patrol Spooner Post for 
operating a motor vehicle 
under the influence, 2nd of-
fense.

Officers responded to a 
driving complaint on High-
way 53 in Barron County. 
A Wisconsin State Patrol 
spotted the vehicle and at-
tempted a traffic stop on 
County Highway SS near 
Rice Lake. The vehicle 
failed to stop, initiating a 
pursuit.
The Pursuit navigated 

through Rice Lake and end-
ed on County Highway SS 
in Cameron.
Biermann was taken into 

custody and taken to the 
Barron County Jail, where 
he is facing charges of flee-
ing an officer and operating 
a motor vehicle while in-
toxicated, second offense.
The Wisconsin State Pa-

trol was assisted by the 
Barron County Sheriff’s 
Office, Rice Lake Police 
Department, Barron Police 
Department and the Village 
of Cameron Police Depart-
ment. 

Chetek Man Stabs Father; Father 
Suffers Life Threatening Injuries

Dane L. Mishler, 32, of 
Chetek, has been charged 
with aggravated battery, 
domestic abuse and first de-
gree reckless injury.
A deputy, with the Barron 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, reports on August 28, 
2026, at approximately 6:28 
pm, he was on duty when 
the Barron County Dispatch 
Center alerted all Barron 
County Deputies that they 
were taking a complaint 
from a male who stated he 
had been stabbed. 
The deputy reports he was 

aware, based on prior con-
tacts, that S.D.M. and the 
defendant, Mishler, live to-
gether. Mishler is S.D.M.’s 
adult son. The deputy re-
ports he was aware on the 
basis of the past police 
contacts with the residence 
that Mishler has a lengthy 
history of substance abuse 
mostly centered around 
Mishler’s consumption of 
alcohol.
Upon arrival, the deputy 

reports that he and an of-
ficer, with the City of 
Chetek Police Department, 
observed Mishler walking 
away from the front door 
of the residence. Mishler 
was shirtless and covered in 
blood.
The deputy reports that, 

as Mishler got closer to 
where he and the officer 
were standing, he observed 
Mishler was holding a me-
tallic object in his hand. 
Mishler held the object up 
towards his neck and throat 
in what appeared to the dep-
uty to be Mishler’s attempt 
to cut his own throat.
The deputy reports he re-

trieved his taser, activated 
it, and pointed it at Mishler. 
Mishler held his hands up 
shortly after the deputy ac-
tivated his taser.
The deputy reports 

Mishler was handcuffed 
behind his back. Mishler 
was actively bleeding from 
his throat. Another deputy 

with the Barron County 
Sheriff’s Department, ar-
rived on scene and brought 
with him gauze, which the 
deputy applied to Mishler’s 
throat until Chetek EMS 
arrived and provided medi-
cal attention to Mishler.
The deputy reports 

Mishler had numerous lac-
erations to the front side of 
his throat and neck. While 
assisting Mishler with his 
medical needs, the deputy 
observed the metallic ob-
ject he had seen Mishler 
holding up to his throat in 
the driveway area several 
feet behind where Mishler 
was being medically treat-
ed. The metallic object was 
a hook style bloodied razor 
blade.
The deputy reports 

Mishler was transported 
by ambulance to a hospi-
tal where he was medical-
ly cleared after receiving 
treatment for his injuries. 
Hospital staff advised that 
Mishler’s blood alcohol 
concentration was greater 
than .20. Mishler was trans-
ported from the hospital to 
the Barron County Jail.
The deputy reports that, 

after he arrived on scene 
and confirmed with the 
other deputy that Mishler 
was stable, he went into the 
residence where the officer 
was checking on S.D.M. 
The deputy entered through 
the front door and observed 
various droplets and pools 
of blood on the carpet. 
The deputy went into the 

kitchen area where the of-
ficer was in the process of 
applying a tourniquet to the 
upper bicep on S.D.M’s left 
arm. The deputy observed 
a v-shaped deep laceration 
to the upper forearm area 
of S.D.M’s left arm. The 
deputy reports he also ob-
served a large amount of 
blood that had been collect-
ing in S.D.M’s lap and on 
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Sports Touchdown!

Gabe Graf looks for the touchdown signal from the referee in the Beavers big wn over Barron. Graf did indeed score 
in the 30-13 win last Friday night at Endeavor Stadium. Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

Elijah Jain outruns a pair of Bear defenders Friday night in Cumberland. Photo by Kaely Wenzel.

Cash Rouzer and Christopher Murdza head upfield last Tuesday night vs washburn. Washburn wore down the Beavers 
and cruised to a 5-0 win at Endeavor Stadium.

Football Team Rolls 
Over Barron in HON 
Opener; Record 2 and 1
The Cumberland Bea-

vers Football Team raised 
their record to 2 and 1 on 
the year with a 30-13 vic-
tory over the Barron Bears 
in the HON opener last 
Friday night in Endeavor 
Stadium. A stingy defense 
and a strong running attack 
were the keys for the Bea-
vers as they kept Barron 
winless this fall.
Cumberland built up a 

16-7 lead by halftime, due 
in part to a 33-yard field 
goal by John Richter with 
2:30 left to go before inter-
mission. The score stayed 
that way through the third 
quarter due to a big stop by 
the Cumberland defense 
on a 4th down play inside 
the Beavers 25-yard line 
with 32 seconds left in the 
quarter. 
 The ensuing drive by 

Cumberland turned into 
a Gabe Graf   touchdown 
run making the score 23-7 
early in the fourth quarter. 
Each team scored once 
more before the end of the 
game, as the Beavers took 
home the all-important 
victory.
Graf had a big night on 

offense for Coach Lauter-

bach with 142 yards rush-
ing and two scores. Elijah 
Jain also ran the ball well 
with an additional 78 yards 
on the ground and another 
touchdown run. The final 
Cumberland score came on 
an 82-yard touchdown pass 
from Alex LaBlanc to Max 
Odden. LaBlanc was five for 
10 through the air for 111 
yards.
Defensively, Brody Gilb-

ertson had another big game 
with 12 tackles including two 
for a loss. Unfortunately, he 
left the contest late in quar-
ter three with an injury. Max 
Odden also played well with 
11 tackles and a sack, Eli-
jah Jain added nine tackles, 
John Richter had a Beavers 
sack, and Cole Gramberg an 
interception. Cumberland 
showed great defensive pur-
suit as the coaches received 
excellent effort from the en-
tire defense.
This Friday the Beavers 

have another opportunity to 
grab a win when they head 
to Spooner to play the 0 and 
3 Rails. Spooner dropped a 
22-8 game to Hayward last 
Friday night. Game time is 
7:00 pm.

Boys Soccer Team Drops 
a Pair of Contests; Home 
this Thursday
The Cumberland Boy’s 

Soccer Team dropped a 
pair of contest last week, 
losing 5-0 to a strong 
Washburn Team and drop-
ping a narrow 3-2 decision 
to St. Croix Falls/Unity.
In the home opener 

against Washburn, the 
Beavers battled but were 
unable to dent the score-
board. “We had some of-
fensive threats, but not 
many chances. We spent 
most of the night playing 
defense against a strong 
tactical Washburn team. 
Obviously, without a re-
serve, we got tired as the 
game progressed,” said 
Head Coach Brent Sellent.
Last Thursday, the team 

rebounded with a strong 
effort against St. Croix 

Falls/Unity, but came up just 
short of victory. “It was a 
tough loss and a close game 
throughout,” added Coach 
Sellent.
Trailing 1-0, the Beavers 

tied things at 1-1 with a goal 
by Braden Johnson on an ex-
cellent pass from Ryker Mc-
Millan. After the Saints took 
back the lead, the same two 
Cumberland players struck 
again to tie the game at 2-2. 
Unfortunately, another goal 
by the Saints could not be 
answered leaving the team 
with a 3-2 loss.
The Beavers played Regis 

on Tuesday and will then 
look for a win in front of 
their home crowd, when they 
host Spooner at 4:30 pm this 
Thursday.

Volleyball Team Plays 
in Elk Mound Quad; 
Play in Chetek Invite 
on Saturday

The Cumberland Volley-
ball Team traveled to Elk 
Mound last week, where 
they finished 0 and 3 in a 
Quad, losing to St. Croix 
Central, Spring Valley, and 
the host Mounders.
Depite the losses, Coach 

Erin Miller received some 
strong performances on 
the day as Hailey Paulson 
contributed 14 kills and 25 
digs, Erin McCreary had 

two blocks and six kills, Nat-
alie Anderson had 16 assists, 
and Liz Murphy contributed 
11 digs.
This week, the team trav-

eled to Somerset on Tuesday 
to play a Triangular against 
Somerset and Boyceville, 
while the Varsity travels to 
Chetek on Saturday for their 
Invitational where they will 
play five matches on the day. 

Sports Calendar
Thursday, Sept. 10

Golf @ Hidden Greens 9:00
CC @ Cameron 4:00

Soccer Home vs Spooner 4:30
Friday, Sept. 11

Football @ Spooner 7:00
Saturday, Sept. 12
Volleyball @ Chetek 9:00
Tuesday, Sept. 15
Golf @ Superior 4:00
CC @ Rice Lake 4:00

Soccer @ Hayward 5:00
Thursday, Sept. 17

Golf Home vs Ladysmith/Grantsburg 4:00
Soccer Home vs Amery 5:00

Volleyball Home vs Spooner 7:00
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By Mark Walters

Rachael Valeria and her son Arlo with a cutthroat trout 
she caught on a fly near the Salmon River in Idaho.

Rose Chitko, Selina’s old roommate while she lived in 
Missoula, who also went to UWSP, has fought fires all 
over North America.

 Four Cool Outdoor Women
Hello friends,
 I returned home from a 4,200-mile road trip last 

week where I helped my daughter Selina Walters re-
locate from Missoula, Montana to Calgary, Alberta 
Canada. Selina majored in both Fisheries and Water 
Resources and will be pursuing her master’s degree. 
Over the last 2.5 years I have grown great respect 
for three of her unique, go for it, outdoor oriented 
friends and this week I am going to write about Ra-
chael Valeria, Rose Chitko and Claire Bernard. Time 
passes, friends relocate but there are always memo-
ries and future get togethers 

     Rachael Valeria is one year older than Selina 
and grew up in Pulaski, Wisconsin. Rachael and 
Selina were both officers in UWSP’s chapter of The 
Fisheries Society, and I met her when they both 
attended UWSP alongside her now fiancée Andy 
Johnson. In my simple words, Rachael Valeria is one 
cool and accomplished outdoor oriented woman.

     While pursuing her master’s degree through 
The University of Idaho in Moscow, Rachael re-
mained a hardcore outdoorswoman despite the 
challenges of furthering her education and becoming 
pregnant. Since Arlo’s birth, he turns 3 this month, 
Rachael and Andy have carried him in a pack  on 
shoulders while hunting for deer and elk, fly fishing 
and shed antler hunting. A unique problem that Andy 
and Rachael have is that they cannot find a pack to 
carry an older child in. 

        Rachael received her master’s, the ticket 
for biologists to climb the ladder, works as an Ana-
dromous Fish Biologist studying Wild Salmon and 
Steelhead in Idaho. The last two field seasons Seli-
na worked with Rachael out of Salmon, Idaho and 
these two are the definition of great friends.

        Rose Chitko is from Oak Creek, Wisconsin 
and majored in Natural Resource Management with 
an emphasis in Wildland Fire Science. I met Rose 
who was also a friend of Selina’s back at UWSP in 
February of 2024 when I helped Selina move to Mis-
soula. Her and Selina were roommates until May of 
this year. Rose is an Assistant Fire Engine Operator 
for the Forest Service, in other words, Rose is a for-
est fire fighter who fights fires all over North America.

    I have spent time around Rose twice and liter-
ally heard about her from Selina in voice, text and 

photo well over a hundred times. Anyone that knows 
Rose would describe her as the definition of physi-
cally fit. A typical off season training day can include 
swimming, lifting weights, and back packing with a 
40-pound vest or running.

      The last 3 seasons Rose has worked as a Hot 
Shot on a hand crew, meaning no trucks or engines, 
they just dig line which is very physical.

   Like Rachael, what captivated me about Rose 
is her incredibly excellent can do, attitude and her 
genuine love for the outdoors.

   Claire Bernard is from Rapid City, South Dakota 
and lived below Selina and Rose with her longtime 
boyfriend Andrew Mullen. Claire just graduated from 
The University of Montana in May with a degree in 
Journalism and just yesterday was hired as a jour-
nalist for Bloomberg and will be moving to Washing-
ton DC where she had interned earlier this summer.

   Claire and Andrew were a major part of Selina 
learning to ski and they were like a brother and sis-
ter to her. They had a pretty cool rivalry, Andrew is a 
Vikings fan, Claire loves the Steeler’s and Selina is 
a true Cheesehead. 

     Back in May of 2025 Selina became horribly 
ill with stomach issues and this persisted until early 
July. As a father with a daughter 1,200 miles away it 
was major stress for me as well and her roommate 
Rose was off fighting fires.

     Selina was losing her body mass and weak 
as a kitten, Claire and Andrew took Selina into their 
home, were excellent about communicating with me 
and that combined with good doctoring saved the 
day.

     Claire like Selina, Rachael and Rose simply 
has to be outside and active and a super bonus is 
she is a ton of fun.

   As always, the space for this column is limited, 
each of these gals is my definition of great, young 
American women, they are active, well spoken, 
tough, kind and beautiful.  In reality, I would be glad 
to help any one of them in a pinch and thankful that 
the stars lined up for all four of them to become such 
good friends in the outdoors.

  Carry on Ladies,
Sunset 

Girl’s Golf Team Participates 
in the Luck Invitational
Eighteen Schools from 

the area gathered in Luck 
on August 31 to participate 
in the Sectional Preview 
Invitational. St. Croix 
Central rolled to an easy 
team win with a winning 
score of 367, while Hay-
ward came in second with 
a 390. Cumberland shot 
a 449, finishing ahead of 
Ladysmith, Barron, Prai-
rie Farm/Clayton, and Al-
toona.
Leading the way for 

Coach Jess Olson was 
Makenzie Tahtinen with 
a score of 97. Her round 
included one birdie, while 

Coach Olson said, “Maken-
zie played very well.” Her 
score put her in a tie for 13th 
place. Sophomore Clara 
Kongshaug of St. Croix Cen-
tral was Medalist with an 
outstanding 18-hole round 
of 74.
Other Cumberland scores 

included a 114 from Fresh-
man Zoey Brandenhoff and 
119s from Wren Ruppel 
and Raegan Beecroft, career 
bests for both girls.
The girls had a home meet 

on Tuesday and then play in 
the Northwestern Invitation-
al this Thursday, starting at 
9:00 am.

Steve Laursen...
Speedway driving the #96, 
#9, #53, #19, and #T18. 
His best year was in 1982, 
when he won eight feature 
races and it is believed that 
all eight were won consec-
utively.
This list of Steve’s 

achievements on the track 
is rather extensive. His to-
tal wins is believed to be 
at around 300 and special 
wins include Rice Lake 
Speedway Invitationals, 
three times winning the 
Amsoil Championship, six 
times winning the Labor 
Day Shootout at Hibbing, 
the Silver 1000 at Proc-
tor, the Northern Nationals 
in Superior, the Red Clay 
Classic in Ashland, the 
Elmer Cook Memorial at 
Cedar Lake, the WISSOTA 
100, the Harvest Bowl at 
Grand Forks and several 
high finishes in both the 
John Seitz Memorial and 
the Rumble in Aberdeen, 
plus six Challenge Series 
feature races.
One very memorable 

night occurred right here 
at Rice Lake, when after 
blowing a motor on a Fri-
day night, he borrowed a 
motor from Dave Morgan, 
got to the speedway just in 
time for the Saturday night 
first feature and went out 
and won both ends of the 
evening’s doubleheader.
Racing has not always 

been kind to him though, 
as he broke his neck in a 
violent crash against the 
front stretch wall at Cedar 
Lake in 2001 and did not 
return to racing until the 
following year.
Steve is a 1973 gradu-

ate of Cumberland High 
School and has lived in 
the Cumberland area since, 
having worked as a driver 
in sales for many years un-
til he retired. He lives with 
his wife Doris in Cumber-
land and can still be seen 
racing his #19 Late Model 
at area tracks.
Ladies and gentlemen, 

Rice Lake Speedway Hall 
of Famer, Steve Laursen.  

Zoey Brandenhoff having fun on the green at Luck.

Austin Hornstein sends the ball upfield last week vs Washburn. Washburn went on to beat the Beavers 5-0.

UPDATE...
Improvement Projects:
The Barron County High-

way Department will re-
turn in later September for 
some shouldering work 
where roads were pulver-
ized and repaved, along 
with resurfacing of the 
cemetery driving lanes.
 Hwy. 63 Resurfacing 

south of Cumberland to-

wards Turtle Lake:
Work on one large culvert 

still needs to be completed, 
which should be done by the 
middle part of this week.  Fi-
nal approvals of the overlay 
mix are imminent and pav-
ing operations should be in 
full swing by the end of this 
week.
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2026 Bear Hunting Season To Open Sept. 9
MADISON, Wis. – The 

Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
reminds hunters that the 
2026 bear hunting season 
opens on Wednesday, Sept. 
9. With diligent scouting 
and preparation efforts, bear 
hunters should again expect 
a quality hunting experi-
ence this fall. 
This year, over 34,000 

people applied for one of 
the 15,245 bear licenses 
available, and 106,000 more 
people opted to purchase a 
preference point to improve 
their chances of drawing a 
license in a future lottery.
The 2026 bear season is 

open from Sept. 9 to Oct. 
13, with specific regulations 
based on a hunter’s bear 
management zone (please 
reference the bear hunting 
zones map). Hunters must 
know the management zone 
in which they are licensed 

to hunt and the specific bear 
hunting regulations within 
that zone.
Zones A, B and D – Where 

dogs are permitted:
Sept. 9-15 – with the aid 

of bait and all other legal 
methods not using dogs
Sept. 16 to Oct. 6 – with 

the aid of dogs, the aid 
of bait and all other legal 
methods
Oct. 7-13 – with the aid of 

dogs only, no other methods
Zones C, E and F – Where 

dogs are not permitted:
Sept. 9 to Oct. 13 – with 

the aid of bait and all other 
legal methods not using 
dogs
Wisconsin has a thriving 

bear population estimated 
at around 24,000 animals. 
The resident bear popula-
tion covers more than half 
the state, primarily in the 
forested regions of northern 
and central Wisconsin, with 

a continued trend of slow 
southward expansion.
Careful and regulated pub-

lic hunting of bears is the 
primary tool used to help 
keep bear numbers in bal-
ance with available habitat 
across the state. Hunting 
also plays a critical role 
in black bear research. All 
bears taken must be regis-
tered with the DNR and a 
variety of data is collected 
that supports the science be-
hind bear management. 
The DNR reminds hunters 

that all bears must be regis-
tered by 5 p.m. the day af-
ter recovery, and they must 
submit two upper premolar 
teeth to the department. 
These samples provide im-
portant data used to moni-
tor and ensure the health of 
Wisconsin’s bear popula-
tion into the future.
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Cumberland Area
PROFESSIONAL DIRECTORY

Guinn Vinopal & Zahradka, LLP
357-3013 • 675 Garfield St. • Almena
268-9320 • 234 Keller Ave. • Amery
246-6976 • 110 E. Third St. • New Richmond

Greene Accounting
715-419-1058 www.cgreenecpa.com

Noah Insurance Group
822-3355 • 1446 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

Anthony K. Berg
715-822-3455 • 1344 2nd Ave., Cumberland

Cumberland Healthcare 
Comprehensive Health Care Services
715-822-7500 • 1705 16th Ave • Cumberland
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Cumberland Healthcare
Turtle Lake Clinic
715-986-2022 • 632 US Hwy 8 • Turtle Lake
www.cumberlandhealthcare.com

Turtle Lake Clinic
Amery Hospital & Clinic 
715-986-4101 • 550 Martin Ave. • Turtle Lake
amerymedicalcenter.org

ACCOUNTING HOSPITALS &
MEDICAL CLINICS 

INSURANCE

LEGAL SERVICES

Thank you for supporting these 
local professionals

Cumberland Area
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Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Advertising Space available! 
Call 715-822-4469 

for more information

Barronett News 
By Judy Pieper

...

SERVICE DIRECTORY

   1175 ELM ST￼
CUMBERLAND, WI

715-822-8151
WHITE

ELECTRIC, INC.
-Wiring

-Trenching
-Commercial
-Industrial

-Residential
-Farm

1021-20 3/4 Ave.
Cumberland, WI. 54829

715-822-2147
715-822-5007 Fax

INSURANCE
Home
Auto
Farm

Commercial 
Crop

Recreational Vehicle

FARR
INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC 
Ryan Farr, Agent

COMMITTED
 TO 

QUALITY 

Madison Construction
Barronett, WI

(715) 468-4202

J.J.S. AUTO 
BODY CLINIC

COMPLETE CAR & 
TRUCK REPAIR
• Drop off for 

PRAX AIR GASES
• Spray in Bedliners

• Glass Replacement
M-F 8 am - 5 pm

511 22nd Avenue
Cumberland, WI 54829

715-822-2600

BASEMENTS
DRIVEWAYS

BUILDING SITES
TRUCKING

GRAVEL
SAND
ROCK

Fire

Cumberland 822-2990
Barron 537-3990

DIRKS
HEATING & COOLING

SERVICE
ALL BRANDS

24-HOUR
EMERGENCY SERVICE

FREE ESTIMATES

•FURNACES
•HEAT PUMPS

•GEOTHERMAL

Please substitute this ad for the one now 
running in the Service Directory.

You should be able to use this as camera 
ready; please do not make any changes to 
it.  If you need any made, let me know.

Should be the same price/same size.

Bill Dirks for this as you have been doing.

Thanks,
Barb 

www.dirksheating.com

Conway’s 
Remodeling, LLC

SMALL JOB SPECIALIST
Doors • Windows

Siding• Decks
PROMPT • RELIABLE
Over 30 Years Experience

Cumberland
651-261-3543
651-261-2773

911

A PLUS
       Plumbing Service 

“N More

715-418-0136
Arnie 

Featherly
plumbing.aplus@gmail.com
      MP897174

Need A Service?  Try An Area Business!

Police  
Fire  •  EMT

Electro Rooting 
& Hydro Jetting 

From small 
drains to large 
sewers...No Job 
too Big or Small!
So give me a call!
715-419-0233

Thanks for reading
The Advocate

Thanks for reading
The Advocate

Thanks for reading
The Advocate

Thanks
for  reading

The 
Advocate

Thanks for reading The Advocate

Thanks for reading The Advocate

THANKS FOR READING 
THE ADVOCATE

THANKS FOR READING
 THE ADVOCATE

Thank you
for reading

The Advocate

Thanks
for reading

The 
Advocate

Thank you
for reading

The Advocate

Thanks for reading The Advocate
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for  reading

The 
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Thanks
for  reading

The 
Advocate

Service 
Directory 

Ads appear 
weekly in 

the 
Cumberland 

Advocate  
To place your 

Service 
Directory Ad 

Call: 
715-822-4469 

p o w e r  &  l i g h t

NON-EMERGENCY
Cumberland Police Dept. • 715-822-2754 

Barron County Sheriff • 715-537-3106

for the outstanding job 
they’ve done to make our 
new school come to frui-
tion. A lot of what our high 
school encompasses came 
from visits to other schools 
throughout the area with 
similar goals-education first 
and areas throughout the 
building that are available 

to the community as well-
including our 300 capacity 
cafetorium.

Our students deserve the 
best Cumberland can give 
them. Once again, thank 
you for supporting CHS. 
We are truly fortunate to 
have this building as part 
of our school system. From 

reactions to those who at-
tend the open house on Au-
gust 31, they’ve been very 
impressed with the careful 
planning and hard work 
from the many people who 
helped make our new CHS 
a reality.

John and Nancy 
Garibaldi

the floor where S.D.M. had 
been sitting in a computer 
chair.
The deputy reports he as-

sisted the officer with apply-
ing pressure onto S.D.M.’s 
left arm until EMS arrived 
and took over the emergency 
life-saving medical treatment 
that S.D.M. needed.
Another deputy, with the 

Barron County Sheriff’s De-
partment, reports he arrived 
on scene and was standing 
by with S.D.M. The deputy 
reports that an EMT who was 
assisting with rendering aid 
to S.D.M. told S.D.M. that, if 
they could not stop the bleed-
ing, S.D.M. was going to die.
The deputy reports it was 

estimated by paramedics that 
S.D.M. lost approximately 
two liters of blood. S.D.M. 
was airlifted to Mayo, due to 
the amount of blood he lost 
from the laceration that was 
approximately two to three 
inches deep on S.D.M.’s left 
arm.
The deputy reports he con-

firmed with Mishler that it 
was only Mishler and S.D.M. 
that lived at the residence, and 
no one was at the residence 
that day other than S.D.M. 
and Mishler. Mishler stated 
he blacked out from drinking 
and didn’t remember stab-
bing S.D.M. with a kitchen 
knife. Mishler stated the in-
juries to his throat, as well as 

Stabbing in Chetek...
some of the scratches on his 
body, were caused by himself. 
Mishler stated he retrieved 
the razor blade he used to cut 
himself from the garage.
The Barron County Sher-

iff’s Department Sergeant 
reports that, after securing 
the helicopter launching area 
for S.D.M.’s air transport, he 
returned to the residence and 
assisted in the search for po-
tential evidence. The sergeant 
reports he located a large 
kitchen knife with an approxi-
mately 11 inch blade lying in 
the grass a short distance from 
the front door of the residence. 
The blade had a reddish-
brown colored substance on 
it, consistent with blood.
The sergeant reports he also 

located a bag of trash near 
a tree outside the residence. 
Inside the bag was an empty 
alcohol container of vodka. 
The sergeant walked through 

the residence and observed a 
large amount of blood drop-
lets on the floor of the living 
room, kitchen and hallway. 
The sergeant reports that all 
of the blood he observed ap-
peared to be low velocity, 
dripping-type blood. The ser-
geant did not observe high ve-
locity arterial blood spray of 
any kind inside the residence. 
The sergeant reports there 
were no obvious weapons 
inside the residence that were 
used in this incident.

The deputy reports a check 
of earlier calls to the Bar-
ron County Dispatch Center 
revealed that S.D.M. called 
dispatch on August 28, 2026 
at 9:44 am, stating Mishler 
was intoxicated and shoved 
S.D.M. before taking off on 
foot. S.D.M. c alled dispatch 
a second time after he discov-
ered Mishler took approxi-
mately $70 out of S.D.M.’s 
wallet and left the residence 
approximately one hour be-
fore. On August 28, 2026, at 
11:05 am, S.D.M. requested 
to speak with a detective to 
discuss some stuff like having 
been pushed down. 
The deputy reports that be-

fore S.D.M. was airlifted, he 
stated Mishler attempted to 
enter the residence. S.D.M. 
stated he told Mishler he did 
not want him to come inside 
because Mishler was covered 
in dirt and sand. S.D.M. stated 
he then felt something hit his 
left arm.
The sergeant reports he was 

also able to speak briefly to 
S.D.M. S.D.M. was being 
wheeled across the yard to the 
ambulance. S.D.M. told the 
sergeant that he told Mishler 
to get out of the house be-
cause Mishler was covered 
in dirt. S.D.M. stated Mishler 
was standing near the front 
door of the residence. Mishler 
returned suddenly and struck 
S.D.M. hard with something. 

Duane and I celebrated 
our 35th wedding anniver-
sary on Tuesday, September 
1st.  We had such an excit-
ing day – Duane was over 
the moon because his Min-
nesota Twins won against 
(I think) Detroit by a land-
slide.  I on the other hand 
was so happy to see that 
the coons had not bothered 
the corn at all.  I got it all 
picked, cleaned, put into 
bags and froze.  You can 
probably tell that we do not 
go all out with the celebrat-
ing thing.  I told him that we 
don’t have to, because once 
a woman finds the perfect 
husband, she doesn’t need 
another thing.  I know how 
lucky I am.

For many years (over 25) 
we have spent Labor Day 
weekend – and usually our 
anniversary – at Treeland Re-
sort a few miles out of Hay-
ward.  We started out with one 
cabin that was roomy enough 
to accommodate our whole 
family.  The family kept 
growing, and now we rent six 
cabins.  Those grandkids and 
great-grandkids just keep on 
coming.  

This year our newest little 
great-granddaughter, Chiara, 
daughter of Sanara and Alex, 
will spend her first vacation 
with us.  She, and her parents, 
live in Worchester, Massachu-
setts, so we don’t see them 
nearly often enough.  Chiara 
will be one year old on No-
vember 19th, so we are hop-
ing that she’s not at an age 
where she will consider us 
stranger-danger.  It is going to 
be so much fun having a lit-
tle one up there.  We will all 

be kept busy making sure she 
doesn’t decide to go for a tod-
dling walk off the end of a pier 
or something.

One of the things I really 
enjoy at Treeland is kayaking.  
Treeland is on the Chippewa 
Flowage, so, if a person is not 
afraid of getting lost amid all 
the islands, there are miles 
and miles to explore.  Unfor-
tunately for the grandkids, I 
am not one of the adventur-
ous ones.  We go through one 
canal, and then stay close to 
the side of that island so that 
we can find our way back to 
the resort.  The only way I get 
any further away on the water 
is if one of the kids will take 
me out fishing in the boat with 
them.  I don’t usually catch 
anything, but it is fun trying 
anyway.

Lynn Thon and I make our 
traditional birthday breakfast, 
waffles and ice cream, while 
we are up there.  We have eve-
ryone’s name and birthdate on 
a piece of paper so everyone 
knows that they are being cel-
ebrated.  Jerry Marsh usually 
makes breakfast one morning, 
and Sanara and Alex usually 
make us a delicious Italian 
supper.  (We spend a lot of 
time eating – have to watch it 
when we get home.)

Pat Olson stopped by the 
house one day last week with 
some more books for the little 
library in front of the house.  It 
is so nice to see so many peo-
ple stopping by to check out – 
and drop off – books.  I’m not 
sure who left the book Natch-
ez Burning by Greg Iles, but 
I am so glad they did.  By 
the time I could put it down 
at night my eyes were refus-

ing to focus.  It’s about 800 
pages long, and one of the 
best books I have read lately.  
I put it back out in the library 
now, so if you are interested 
in reading it, come on by and 
pick it up.  It takes a few days, 
but you will be glad you did.

I have so much work to 
do in the garden when we 
are done vacationing.  The 
weeds around the onions 
have grown up so much that 
we can hardly find the on-
ions.  I will be picking and 
freezing them very soon.  The 
peppers are getting nice and 
big, but the ones that will be 
turning red and yellow are 
still green.  And the tomatoes 
just keep coming.  I picked 
a huge basketful last week, 
but I did not have time to can 
them, so I gave them to Alyse 
Lehmann.  She makes the 
best home-made salsa!  We 
have a lot of Roma tomatoes 
which are great for any kind 
of canning.  I’m just hoping 
that we have a quite a bit of 
time left before we have to 
worry about a freeze.

The plums are getting ripe 
too, so I will be busy making 
jelly soon.  And, we will pick 
apples and get them taken 
care of.  Rick and Joan Stetler 
brought some of their apples 
to church to share last Sun-
day.  They were delicious.  
I didn’t make any pie from 
them, just enjoyed snacking 
on them.

I’m going to run.  I hope 
you had a great Labor Day 
weekend and I hope you 
were able to stop by Shell 
Lake’s Town and Country 
days for some of the events.  
See you next time.

S.D.M. did not know what 
Mishler had struck him with, 
only as the result of the strike, 
he had a severe cut on his arm 
which could have been fatal 
due to blood loss.
The deputy reports on Au-

gust 29, 2026, at approxi-
mately 8:40 pm, he spoke 
with Mishler at the Barron 
County Jail after reading 
him his Miranda rights. 
Mishler stated he under-
stood his rights and was 
willing to answer questions.
The deputy reports Mishler 

stated he woke up early on 
August 28, 2026, and start-
ed drinking. Mishler stated 
he drank more than a liter 
of vodka within a couple 
of hours and does not recall 
anything that happened. 
If convicted for aggra-

vated battery and domestic 
abuse, Mishler may be fined 
not more than $50,000 or 
imprisoned not more than 
15 years or both. For first 
degree reckless injury, he 
may be fined not more than 
$100,000 or imprisoned not 
more than 25 years or both.  

Senior News 
By Gloria Lindeman

We are getting busy or-
ganizing some events. First 
is Fall Prevention presen-
tation, September 9th at 
12:30.  A RN will be taking 
questions and also a Physi-
cal Therapist will be here 
too.

Thursday, September 
24th, we will have a Hos-
pice Rep come and talk to 
us and answer questions. It 
starts at 12:30 pm, hope to 
see you. It is very interest-
ing 

We set the date for our 
Annual Fall Festival. It will 
be October 10th  from 9am 
till 2pm. 

Silent auction and lots of 
raffle ticket items. We will 

be serving chili for lunch 
and lots of sweet treats.
So be sure and mark your 
calendar this is a very fun 
event.

We have a water color 
class on Thursday, Oct 
22nd, starts at 1 pm. Will be 
a small fee of $5.00 to cover 
the materials Michelle will 
be the teacher again. Sign 
up ahead there is a paper on 
the desk at center.

Coffee bar is popular on 
Monday, stop in and visit. 
Will be talking about these 
upcoming events each week 
so stay tuned. 

  Questions about any of 
these events give me a call 
at 715/822/8241.
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Church Directory

NILSSEN’S FOODS
 Groceries • Deli • ATM • Lottery    

 Open 7:00 am - 10:00 p.m. 
7 days/week

1170 2nd Avenue • Cumberland
715-822-4541

FARR INSURANCE 
AGENCY, LLC

Farm - Homeowners - Fire & EC
Liability - Auto - Commercial

Recreation Vehicles
Office: 715-822-8151 • Cell: 715-671-8411

Cumberland, Wisconsin

715-822-2147

LAKELAND CO., INC
Steel Fabricators 

Factory Direct Trailers
Hwy. 63 North • Cumberland

Phone 715-822-8748

White Electric,Inc.
Wiring, Trenching, 

Commercial, Industrial
Residential, Farm

 

SENECA FOODS
CORPORATION

“Compliments of Management
and Employees”

Cumberland, Wisconsin

FIREPLACE STORE
WOOD • GAS • PELLET • ELECTRIC

Sales - Service • Complete Installation
Downtown Cumberland

715-822-5355
www.kindledhearthfireplacestore.

KINDLED HEARTH

BOB & STEVE’S
BP AMOCO  SHOP

BP FUELS  • Pizza & Deli
 Phone 715-822-4202

1633 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

DAIRY STATE BANK
715-822-8337

1530 Elm St.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Member  FDIC

CUMBERLAND HEALTHCARE 
Hospital 

Medical Clinic 
715-822-7500

RE/MAX 
NORTHSTAR

See us for all your real estate needs
800-511-2615

www.remaxnorthstarwi.com

LOUIE’S
FINER MEATS

“Home of Award-Winning Sausage”

Phone: 715-822-4728
Hwy. 63 North,  Cumberland

1405 2nd Ave., Cumberland
Phone: 715-822-8316

HAACK 
ORTHODONTICS 

Working with you and your 
general dentist to create healthy, 

happy smiles.
715-234-9071

CUMBERLAND 
MUNICIPAL UTILITY

715-822-2595
Online Payments got to:

 www.cumberlandutilities.com

WISCO RV & MARINE 
Sales • Service • Storage 

2236 Hwy. 63 
Cumberland, WI

715-822-8714
www.wiscomarine.com

CUMBERLAND 
FEDERAL BANK

Your Hometown Bank
715-822-2249

www.cumberlandfederal.com
Member  FDIC

LakePlace.com Brothers Realty
715-822-3303

1345 Elm St. • Cumberland
Lake Properties, Cabin 
Rentals, Family Resorts

THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES INVITE YOU TO ATTEND THE CHURCH OF YOUR CHOICE 

MIDWEST MOTOR 
GROUP

Quality Cars & Trucks
715-419-1772 or 715-803-4889
Kevin Monson  Matt Torgerson
Corner of CTH P & US HWY 8 • Almena

DIRKS Heating & Cooling
We service ALL brands!

24 Hr Emergency Service
Free Estimates!

715-537-3990

CUMBERLAND 
ACE HARDWARE 

& LUMBER
Home of the Helpful Hardware Man! 

715-822-8459
Odden Flowers

Open Mon-Fri: 8:30 AM -4:30 PM
Saturdays 8 AM- 12 PM
Phone: 715-822-4835

Cumberland, Wisconsin
Cut Flower Arrangements • Perrenials

Shrubbery & Bedding Plants
Big Gerainium Pots • Hanging Baskets

NORDQUIST TRUCKING
LONNIE FOREHAND, OWNER

110 Prospect Ave. • PO Box 117
Almena, WI 54805

715-357-3286 or 715-357-3716
nordquisttruck@chibardun.net

ASPEN ACUPUNCTURE
Stacy Rischette, LA.c, MT

Chinese Master
www.aspenacupuncture.com

mail@ aspenacupuncture.com

715-822-4418
1268 2nd Ave. • Cumberland

NORTH COUNTRY PACKAGING
Home of North Country 
Gourmet Cheese Spread
1623 6th St. • Almena

715-357-3080
Retail Store Hours: M-F 8 am - 4:30 pm

1268 on Main
What are we?

Check out Our Website
www.1268onmain.com

“God’s Abundant Mercy”
by Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Cumberland First United Methodist Church

 
“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and plenteous in mercy.”  Psalm 103:8 KJV

Inspiration  
Mercy runs deeper than our failings; patience 

endures beyond our weakness. The Lord’s 
grace abounds, always kind and everlasting, 
with a heart overflowing in compassion for all 
who seek Him.  

Who can fathom the depths of God’s kind-
ness to those who stumble? Psalm 103, a soar-
ing song of David, invites us to remember and 
rejoice in the countless benefits of the Lord. 
David, familiar with failure and forgiveness, 
calls Israel and all readers to ponder the aston-
ishing mercy found in God’s heart.  

“The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy.” (Psalm 103:8, 
KJV) In ancient Israel, mercy and grace were 
lifelines for a people acutely aware of their im-
perfections. God’s slowness to anger and pa-
tience reveal a Father who does not deal with 
us as we deserve.  

“Plenteous” speaks of overflowing abun-
dance: there is more mercy in God than sin in 
us. This verse reveals the never-ending river of 
God’s compassion, always ready to cleanse, re-
new, and embrace us.  

Let this truth breathe peace into your weary 
soul: God’s love is unshakeable, no matter your 
past or struggles today. Rest in His kindness. 
He is patient with your growth, generous with 
His forgiveness, and delights in welcoming 
you into His loving arms again.  

Prayer  
Merciful Father, thank You for Your patience 

and unfailing grace. Help us rest in Your com-
passion, knowing You are always ready to forgive, 
restore, and love us through every weakness and 
failing. Amen. 

AUGUSTANA LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
1025 Second Avenue
Phone: 715-822-2890
Worship Service: 9 a.m. Sunday 
School 10:15 a.m. Holy Commu-
nion at all services.

BARRONETT LUTHERAN
    CHURCH (ELCA)
776 29 11/16 Ave.
Phone: 715-822-5511, 
     cell:715-671-3197
Minister: Todd Ahneman 
Sunday: Worship 9 a.m.; Holy 
Communion 1st & 3rd Sundays.

CHRIST LUTHERAN
CHURCH, LCMS, Pipe Lake
   See us on Facebook
Polk County Hwys. “G” and “T”
christlutheranpipelake.com
Steve Miller, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-3096
Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. 
All Year; Sunday School/Bible 
Study: 9:00 am. Sept. -May. 

CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER DAY 
SAINTS       
644 South 6th St., Barron
Bishop Jay Jevne
Chapel: (715) 537-3679
Home: 402 677-0574
Sunday Sacrament Meeting: 10-
11 a.m;: 11:10-Noon:Priesthood, 
Relief Society, Primary, Sunday 
School.

CUMBERLAND BAPTIST 
Jared Andrea, Pastor
1225 Hwy. 48
Phone: 715-822-3520
Bible Study: 8:30 a.m.; Worship 
Service: 10:00 a.m.  
www.cumberlandbaptistchurch.com

FIRST LUTHERAN (ELCA)
Elm and Eighth Avenue
Timothy Schmidt, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-4416
Worship Times: Sunday 9 am 

FIRST UNITED 
    METHODIST CHURCH
Rev. Adelbert Frejas
Phone: 715-822-4293
Worship Service & Sunday 
School 8:45 a.m., Worshiping, 
witnessing, sharing community, 
Cry room available. Sunday Fel-
lowship following each service. 
Holy Communion 1st Sunday 
each month.

GOSPEL MENNONITE
Almena, WI.
Sunday: Sunday School, all ages 
10 a.m. Worship Services: 10:45 

a.m. Evening services: 7:45 p.m.

HOLY TRINITY 
   ORTHODOX CHURCH
Clayton, WI.
Father Christopher Wojcik, Sat-
urday Vespers, 5 p.m.; Sunday 
Divine Liturgy: 9:30 a.m,

HOPE COMMUNITY
    CHURCH
1788 Elm Street
Pastor Paul Green
Phone: 715-822-3586
Worship Service: Sunday 9:30 am
hopecommunitychurch.life

HOSANNA FREE 
 LUTHERAN CHURCH 
662 20th Ave., Cumberland
Tom Olson, Pastor
Phone: 740-644-0537
1st & 3rd Sundays • 4:30 pm
Worship & Refreshments
www.hosannacumberland.org

LAKE PARK ALLIANCE      
   CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
John Sahlstrom, Pastor
Phone: 715-468-2734
Prayer: 9 a.m.; Worship Service: 
10 a.m.

NORTHERN LAKES  
CHURCH
825 8th Ave., Cumberland
Matthew Earls, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-5502
Service: Sundays 10 am Bibli-
cal Messages and Contempo-
rary Worship Children’s Church 
and Nursery during the service.
Wednesdays 5:30 pm AYM for 
kids ages 4 to 6th grade. 
Sundays 5:30 pm Impact for 
youth grades 7-12. Northern-
lakeschurch.com

SACRED HEART 
      CATHOLIC CHURCH
Soo Ave., Almena, 
Father Chris Kemp
Weekend Mass: Sun,, 8:30 am

ST. ANN CATHOLIC      
    CHURCH
320 Pine St., Turtle Lake, 
Father Chris Kemp
Phone: 715-822-2948
Masses: Saturday: 4:00 p.m; 

ST. ANTHONY ABBOT     
        CATHOLIC PARISH
925 St. Anthony Street
Father Chris Kemp
Phone: 715-822-2948
Weekend Masses: Sat. 6:00 p.m.
 Sunday: 10:30a.m.

ST. JOSEPH’S 
       CATHOLIC CHURCH
502 Second St., Shell Lake
Father Edwin Anderson
Phone: 715-635-3105
Saturday Mass; 4:30 p.m.

ST. MATTHEWS
      LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
Almena, WI.
Vacancy Pastor: Isaac Nicholson 
Sunday: Sunday School: 9:00 
a.m. Divine Service: 10:30 a.m.; 
Wednesday’s 6:00 pm-Vesper 
Service
ST. PAUL LUTHERAN
Missouri Synod
1 mile East on Hwy. 48
John Miels, Pastor
Phone: 715-822-8690
Sunday morning traditional wor-
ship: 9:00 a.m.; Wed.evening con-
temporary worship: 6 p.m.. 

SEVENTH DAY 
   ADVENTIST CHURCH
Rice Lake, WI.
Hwy. SS 1/2 mi. S. of Cedar Mall
Pastor: Scott Manly
Phone: 715-434-7798
Saturday: Sabbath School: 9:30 
a.m. Worship Service: 11 a.m. 
Wed. Bible Study:7:15 pm.

SHELL LAKE FULL 
             GOSPEL CHURCH
Shell Lake, WI.
Josiah Hodgett, Lead Pastor
Worship Service: Sundays at 10 
am; Kids for Christ: Sundays at 
10:30 am, Uturn Student Mins-

tries: Sundays at 6 pm.
SILVER CREEK 
         LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod (LCMS)
483 7th Avenue, Clayton
Pastor: Rev. Quenten Buechner. 
Divine Service: Sunday 9 am; 
Holy Communion: 1st and 3rd 
Sunday of each month

STANFOLD LUTHERAN
Hwy 48, 9 mi. E. of Cumberland
Pastor John Bergson
Phone: 262-354-4537
Sunday Service: 8:30 a.m. & 
10:30 a.m.; Coffee & bible Study

TIMBERLAND RINGEBU 
FREE  LUTHERAN
12 miles north on “H”
Timothy Carlson, Pastor
Sunday School, all ages 8:15 
a.m.  Worship 9:30 a.m.  Holy 
Communion 2nd Sunday of each 
month. 

TRINITY LUTHERAN
10 mi. W on Hwy. 48,  McKinley
Phone: 715-822-3001
Sunday Worship and Holy 
Communion: 8:45 am Sunday 
School: 10:00 am

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
Blue Hills Fellowship
Phone: 715-234-6337
www.bluehillsuu.org 
230 W. Messenger St., Rice Lake
Services Sunday 10 a.m.

ZION LUTHERAN
Wi. Ev. Lutheran Synod
715-641-0945
3 miles NW of Almena
Worship Service: Saturdays 
11:00 am; Holy communion first 
and third Sunday

Come Worship with Us!

Lynn C. Hjelle
Lynn Curtis Hjelle, 74, 

of Comstock passed away 
unexpectedly, September 2, 
2026, at his home. He was 
born January 16, 1952, in 
Amery, WI to Clifford and 
Lucile (Hanson) Hjelle. 
Lynn grew up in Barronett 
and would go on to gradu-
ate from Cumberland High 
School in 1970.

Lynn’s working career 
began by taking him to 
Alaska to work on the pipe-
line. It was during his time 
working at Stokley’s where 
he met the love of his life, 
Darlene Stouffer and were 
married on September 22, 
1979. Lynn would then go 
on to raise and deliver min-
nows to a variety of bait 

shops for Friess’ Minnow 
Farm. Later he worked at 
Polaris as a welder before 
retiring from Rice Lake 
Weighing Systems.

Lynn was a dedicated 
husband, father, grandfa-
ther. He was an avid out-
doorsman, he made sure to 
pass on his wisdom to his 
children and grandchildren. 
Lynn liked listening to the 
Statler Brothers and watch-
ing John Wayne films. He 
enjoyed hunting, fishing, 
and watching the Brewers, 
Badgers, and Packers. Most 
of all Lynn enjoyed sup-
porting his grandchildren at 
the many sports and school 
events.

He is survived by his 
wife, Darlene; children: 
Melissa (Greg) Lambre-
cht and Matthew (Beth) 
Hjelle; grandchildren: 
Prycen Hjelle, Addison and 
Autumn Lambrecht; broth-
ers-in law, Dave Stouffer 
and John (Debra) Stouffer; 
sister-in-law, Gayle (Ralph) 
Knetter; nieces and neph-
ews: Tracy (Dan) Vesper, 
Jason (Michelle) Stouffer, 
Adam Kluge, Sara (Patrick) 
O’ Dea, Andrea Froehlich, 

and Lisa Conrad; great 
nieces and nephews, as well 
as other family and dear 
friends. Lynn was preceded 
in death by his parents, Clif-
ford and Lucile Hjelle; sis-
ter and brother-in-law, Lois 
(John) Kluge; mother-in-
law, June Larson; and cous-
in but more like a brother, 
Jon Owens.

 Celebration of Life will 
be from 3-6 PM on Wednes-
day, September 9, 2026  at 
Skinner Funeral Home, 
Cumberland with a service 
at 6 PM lead by Pastor Ned 
Lenhart. Honorary Pall-
bearers are Greg Lambrecht, 
Cooper Vesper, Nick Vesper, 
Chad Owens, Henry Soldner, 
and Bill Soldner.

Skinner Funeral Home is 
serving the family.

Free “Brain and Body” 
Fitness Program Returns 
to Rice Lake This Fall
The Aging & Disability 

Resource Center (ADRC) 
of Barron & Rusk Counties, 
in partnership with North-
wood Technical College, 
will offer a free Brain and 
Body Group Fitness Pro-
gram this fall for people 
living with Mild Cognitive 
Impairment, Alzheimer’s 
disease, or related demen-
tias, along with their care 
partners.
The six-week program will 

meet on Mondays, Octo-
ber 5 through November 9, 
2026, from 10:00 to 11:30 
a.m. at the Northwood 
Technical College Confer-
ence Center, 1900 College 
Dr., Rice Lake, WI. There is 
no cost to participate.
Brain and Body Fitness 

combines exercise, brain 
health activities, and social 
engagement in a single ses-
sion. The program is mod-
eled after LEEPS (Language 
Enriched Exercise Plus So-
cialization) and has been 
shown to improve physical 
fitness and mood in people 
living with dementia and 
their care partners. Classes 
are taught by trained Occu-

pational Therapy Assistant 
students and their instruc-
tors from Northwood Tech-
nical College.
To participate, individu-

als must be able to perform 
simple exercises, follow 
verbal directions, and 
take part in conversation.
Program Details
What: Brain and Body 

Group Fitness Program 
— exercise, brain health, 
and social engagement 
for people with MCI, Al-
zheimer’s, or related de-
mentias, and their care 
partners
When: Mondays, Octo-

ber 5 – November 9, 2026 
(6-week program), 10:00 
– 11:30 a.m.
Where: Northwood 

Technical College Con-
ference Center, 1900 Col-
lege Dr., Rice Lake, WI
Cost Free
How to Register
Register online at www.

adrcconnections.org/reg-
istrations or by calling the 
Aging & Disability Re-
source Center of Barron & 
Rusk Counties at 715-537-
6225 or 888-538-3031.

SENIOR DINING S E N I O R  D I N I N G
Thursday, September 10

Sloppy Joe on a Whole Wheat Bun, Baked Beans, Creamy 
Cucumbers, Assorted Fruit Pie.

Friday, September 11
Cheese, Sausage, and Spinach Egg Bake, Hash Browns, Cran-

berry Orange Muffin, Assorted Yogurt, V-8 Juice.
Monday, September 14

Build your Own Burger w/Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato, Potato 
Salad, Vanilla Ice Cream.
Tuesday, September 15

Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, Tomato Basil Soup (BB), Fresh 
Apple, Oreo Dessert.

Wednesday, September 16
Chicken, Apple and Walnut Waldorf Salad on a Lettuce Leaf, 
Three Bean Salad, Whole Grain Chips, Cook’s Choice Cookie.
Lunch is served at 11:45 am and includes milk and/or coffee. Suggested contribution is 

$8.00 per meal for anyone 60 years or older and $15.00 full cost for those under 60. 
Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center 

at 715-822-8794. MENU IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
(No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the month 

served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St. 

Lunch is served at 11:45 am 
and includes milk and/or coffee.  

Suggested contribution is $8.00 per meal for 
anyone 60 years or older 

& $15.00 full cost for those under 60. 
Please reserve your meal 24 hours ahead of

 time by calling The Cumberland Senior Center
 at 715-822-8794.

 (No reservation needed for Soup & Salad Bar 
days on the 1st an 3rd Tuesday of the
 month served 11:30 am - 12:30 pm.) 

The Senior Center is located at 1255 Webb St.

Thursday, September 10
Sloppy Joe on a Whole Wheat 

Bun, Baked Beans, Creamy 
Cucumbers, Assorted Fruit Pie.

Friday, September 11
Cheese, Sausage, and Spinach 
Egg Bake, Hash Browns, Cran-
berry Orange Muffin, Assorted 

Yogurt, V-8 Juice.
Monday, September 14

Build your Own Burger w/
Cheese, Lettuce, Tomato, 

Potato Salad, Vanilla Ice Cream.
Tuesday, September 15

Turkey & Cheese Sandwich, 
Tomato Basil Soup (BB), Fresh 

Apple, Oreo Dessert.
Wednesday, September 16
Chicken, Apple and Walnut 
Waldorf Salad on a Lettuce 

Leaf, Three Bean Salad, Whole 
Grain Chips, Cook’s Choice 

Cookie.
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HELP WANTED

PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEE 
Town of  McKinley

The Town of McKinley is seeking appli-
cants for a full-time public works employee. 
Applicants must be familiar with construc-
tion and maintenance of roads and build-
ings. Commercial driver’s license required 
within 30 days of employment. Wages will be 
based on experience. For information and 
application, please contact the Town Clerk. 
A resume may be attached to the applica-
tion. Applicants must apply by contacting 
the Town Clerk via email at mckinleyclerk@
gmail.com. 

The deadline for submitting applications is 
June 4, 2019.

The Thomas St. Angelo Public Library of Cumberland 
(TSAPL) Board has authorized filling one Part-time Library 
Assistant position. The TSAPL is accepting applications, 
resumes and cover letters for applicants until Friday, July 
16, 2021 at 5 p.m. for one Part-time Library Assistant po-
sition, with a current starting non-union wage of $11.00, 
approximately 10-15 hours per week, including evenings 
and weekends, without benefits. This position is responsi-
ble for many functions in the Library. The position primar-
ily includes direct customer service duties for patrons of 
all ages, routine circulation duties, programming, displays, 
and some shelving. The ideal candidate will be highly cus-
tomer service oriented, will enjoy working with patrons of 
all ages, including children, teens and adults, and will be 
adept at working independently in a dynamic, ever chang-
ing library services environment. 

Interested candidates should present an application, re-
sume and cover letter to Robert Ankarlo at the Thomas St. 
Angelo Public, PO Box 97, Cumberland, WI 54829 or email:  
roba@cumberlandpl.org. City of Cumberland employment 
application may be picked up from the library or down-
loaded from the city’s website. 

The City of Cumberland is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Editors Note:  Through a error on our part, this ad ran under 
the wrong heading last week.  Our apologies for any confusion

 Cumberland Advocate 
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$7 Minimum Charge 
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       Cumberland Advocate 

  CLASSIFIED ADS

 In keeping with our policy, letters 
regarding the upcoming election will 

not be accepted two weeks prior to 
the election.

$7 Minimum Charge 
for 15 words

Thereafter 25¢ Per Word
DEADLINE 

2:00 Friday 
Phone: 715-822-4469

Statewide public notice website 
www.WisconsinPublicNotices.org

RENTALS

FOR RENT: In Barronett. Storage 
Unit 10’ by 24’.  $50 per month. 
Please call Duane or Judy at 715-
419-4761 or 612-968-3667	 20tfnp 

THOMPSON MINI STORAGE, 
Barronett. 715-822-4933.       4tfnc

BUSINESS SERVICES

AUTO INSURANCE after insur-
ance cancellation, OWI, viola-
tions, accidents, loss of license. 
234-3427 or 800-657-4782. In-
stant SR-22 filings.	 tfnc

FOR SALE

WENGER’S FIREWOOD: Oak - 
Cut, split & delivered to your door.. 
Also avail. - 8 ft oak wood by semi 
load. 715.419.3479  	 26TFN

Weekly Al-Anon Meetings: Mon-
days, 6:30 p.m. at Cumberland 
Baptist Church, Hwy 48, Cum-
berland. 1-651-402-7902	 tfn

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2026 PR 72	
In the Matter of the Estate 
of Timothy Arthur Morgan, 
deceased, Case No. 2026 
PR 72.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

A petition for Formal Ad-
ministration was filed. A DE-
MAND FOR FORMAL PRO-
CEEDINGS WAS FILED 
REQUESTING ADMISSION 
OF DECEDENT’S WILL 
AND CONSTRUCTION OF 
DECEDENT’S WILL. 

The court finds:
The decedent, with date of 

birth 04/26/1954 and date of 
death 08/01/2026 was domi-
ciled in Barron County, State 
of Wisconsin with a mailing 
address of 2259 7th Street, 
Cumberland, WI 54829. 

The court orders:
The petition be heard at 

the Barron County Justice 
Center County Courthouse, 
1420 State Hwy 25 North, 
Barron, Wisconsin, Court-
room 1, before Circuit Court 
Judge/Circuit Court Com-
missioner Honorable James 
C. Babler on September 23, 
2026 at 3:00 pm.

The deadline for filing a 
claim against the decedent’s 
estate is December 1, 2026. 
A claim may be filed at the 
Barron County Justice Cen-
ter County Courthouse 1420 
State Hwy 25 North, Barron, 
WI, Room 2700. 

Heirship will be deter-
mined at the hearing on 
petition for final judgement.

Publication of this notice is 
notice to any persons whose 
names or addresses are 
unknown. 

Electronically signed by
Honorable Judge James 

C. Babler
August 19, 2026

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on August 26, September 

2 & 9, 2026..  WNAXLP

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

STATE OF WISCONSIN SS
COUNTY OF BARRON

Appeal #4025
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN: 
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby 
given to all persons in the 
County of Barron, Wiscon-
sin, that a public hearing 
will be held on Monday, 
September 21, 2026 at 
9:00 a.m. in Room 2106 
of the Government Center, 
335 E. Monroe Ave., Bar-
ron, Wisconsin, relative to 
a proposal for a special ex-
ception to the terms of the 
Barron County Land Use 
Ordinance as follows:
    Requests a special ex-
ception to establish rural 
bait, gun, sports shop and 
corner store in a Recrea-
tional-Residential district, 
property described as gov-
ernment lot 1-1 prt gov lot 1 
shown as lot 1 CSM 44/39 
consisting of 4.07 acres, 
located in Section 11, T35 
N, R13W, Town of Cumber-
land, Barron County, Wis-
consin.
   The Board of Adjustment 
reserves the right to view 
the property and may con-
vene in executive session 
prior to rendering a deci-
sion.  Contact Zoning Office 
staff at 715-537-6375 with 
questions regarding this ap-
peal.
    Property owners:  Scott 
M. & Mary A Bellefeuille
     Agent: Mark Bellefeuille  
   Property address:  1011 
22 ½ Ave, Cumberland Wis-
consin 
  All persons interested are 
invited to attend said hear-
ing.
  Dated at Barron, Wiscon-
sin, this 2nd day of Septem-
ber, 2026.

Barron County Board of 
Adjustment

Gary Nelson,  Chairman   
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on September 2 & 9, 2026.  
WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
POLK COUNTY 

NOTICE OF HEARING 
(PROBATE)

(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 1996PR000053
	 In the Matter of the Estate 
of Lola F. Woodley, deceased, 
Case No. 1996PR000053.
This case is scheduled for 
Court Trial regarding a claim 
filed by Northern Pines Com-
munity Programs.
Notice of hearing is sched-
uled for October 29, 2026 
at 9:00 am. Location Branch 
1, 1005 West Main Street, 
Balsam Lake, WI 54810. 
Circuit Court Judge/Circuit 
Court Commissioner Daniel 
J. Tolan. 
If you require reasonable 
accommodations due to a 
disability to participate in the 
court process, please call 
715-485-9299 prior to the 
scheduled court date. Please 
note that the court does not 
provide transportation. 

    Filed 08/31/2026
Register in Probate

Polk County, WI 
Adam Michael Jarchow
 Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on September 2, 9  &
September 16, 2026.  WNAXLP

 NOTICE                          
 STATE OF WISCONSIN 

CIRCUIT COURT 
BARRON COUNTY 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(Informal Administration)
   CASE NO. 2026 PR 78	
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Gary Ladd, AKA: Gary Wil-
liam Ladd. Case #2026PR78.
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE:

1.  An application for infor-
mal administration was filed.

2. The decedent, with date 
of birth 06/17/1957 and date 
of death 07/07/2026, was 
domiciled in Barron County, 
State of Wisconsin, with a 
mailing address of 2135 
Superior Ave, Cumberland, 

 

Saturday Sept, 12th, beginning at Noon, all items $10 
& under 1/2 price! NO EARLY SALES!!!!

Vintage Furniture & Collectibles, Linens, Glassware, 
Knick Knacks, Antique Desk & 2 Round tables, House 
Plants, Queen Size Bed & Bunk Bed, Men's 2x & 3x 

Sweatshirt & Jackets, Men's Leather Boots & Sorrels 
size 16-like new, Hunting Tree Climber, Interior Doors, 
Air Compressor, 2000 5.7 sm Block, Chevy Complete 

Engine & Stand, Boat, Motor & Trailer, Ford Snow 
Blower and much more!!!

R. Strickland -728 23 3/4 & 23 1/2 Ave
Cumberland, WI 

MULTI-FAMILY GARAGE SALE
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

September 10th, 11th & 12th: 10 am -??? Nature's Edge Therapy Center is Hiring!
Full-Time or Part - Time Barn Assistant

Nature's Edge Therapy Center, Rice Lake WI
Do you love working with horses and animals-and want your work to 
make a difference? Nature's Edge Therapy Center, a nonprofit therapy 
center located on a beautiful 65-acre ranch, is seeking a dependable and 
compassionate BARN ASSISTANT to join our team. This is much more 
than a traditional barn position. Our animals and ranch environment are an 
important part of the therapy experience we provide to children and adults.
Responsibilities may include:
🐴🐴🐴 🐴🐴🐴🐴y care of horses and other animals
🐴🐴🐴 Assisting with barn and ranch responsibilities
🐴🐴🐴 Supporting our therapy team during patient sessions
🐴🐴🐴 Helping maintain a safe, welcoming environment for our patients and
families
What we’re looking for:
• Horse experience is a huge plus
• Comfortable caring for a variety of animals
• Dependable, hardworking and able to work as part of a team
• Compassionate and comfortable interacting with patients and families
Weekday Hours:  Between 8:00 am - 5:00 pm
• Full -time or part time opportunities
• Benefits eligibility after 90 days or qualifying employees
•Wages reviewed based on experience

Interested in joining our team?
Please email your resume, cover letter and professional references to:

📧📧📧 📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧📧
Come be part of a nonprofit where caring for animals also helps us 

care for people.

♥

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING

STATE OF WISCONSIN SS
COUNTY OF BARRON

Appeal #4026
TO WHOM IT MAY CON-

CERN:	
  PUBLIC NOTICE is here-
by given to all persons in 
the County of Barron, Wis-
consin, that a public hear-
ing will be held on Monday, 
September 28, 2026 at 9:00 
a.m. in Room 2106 of the 
Barron County Government 
Center, 335 E. Monroe 
Ave., Barron, Wisconsin, 
relative to a proposal for a 
variance to the terms of the 
Barron County Land Use 
Ordinance as follows:
Requests a variance to 

construct an addition to a 
pre-existing non-conforming 
dwelling with a reduced set-
back to the ordinary high 
water mark to Loon Lake 
in a Recreational Residen-
tial district on property de-

CITY OF CUMBERLAND
NOTICE OF ENACTMENT OF ORDINANCES 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday September 
1, 2026, the Common Council of the City of Cumberland, 
WI enacted the following ordinances:
 
➢Ordinance 2026-830 “Ordinance Amending Section 16 

Fair Housing Code of the Municipal Code of the City of 
Cumberland to Incorporate All Protected Classes Rec-
ognized Under Wisconsin Statutes §106.50 and to Adopt 
Wisconsin Fair Housing Law, as Amended
The full text of these ordinances can be viewed at Cum-

berland City Hall (950 1st Ave.) during regular business 
hours, or online at https://library.municode.com/wi/cum-
berland/codes/code_of_ordinances.

Adopted: 9-1-2026
Effective: 9-10-2026				  
	 Arlene Frisinger
	 City Clerk
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on September 9, 2026. WNAXLP

WI 54829.
3. All interested persons 

waived notice.
4. The deadline for filing a 

claim against the decedent’s 
estate is December 11, 2026.

5. A claim may be filed at 
the Barron County Justice 
Center, 1420 St. Hwy. 25 N., 
Barron, Wisconsin, Room 
2700.

     /S/ Deanne E. Larson
 Probate Registrar
Signed 08/28/2026

Diane M. Ladd
2135 Superior Ave.
Cumberland, WI 54829

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on September 2, 9, & 16, 

2026.  WNAXLP

scribed as Lot 9 Nessen’s 
Loon Lake East, located in 
Section 32, T35N, R14W, 
town of Crystal Lake, Bar-
ron County, Wisconsin.
The Board of Adjustment 

reserves the right to view 
the property and may con-
vene in executive session 
prior to rendering a deci-
sion. Contact Zoning Office 
staff at 715-537-6375 with 
questions regarding this ap-
peal.
   Property owners:  James 
A & Rebecca J Close
   Property address:  142 18 
3/8 Ave, Comstock, Wiscon-
sin 
 All persons interested are 
invited to attend said hear-
ing.	
  Dated at Barron, Wiscon-
sin, this 9th day of Septem-
ber, 2026.

Barron County Board of 
Adjustment

Gary Nelson,  Chairman   
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on September 9 & 16, 

Beaver Dam Lake 
Management District 

Board Meeting Agenda
September 9, 2026 

12:00 Noon
Cumberland City Hall

Cumberland, WI 54829
1.	 Call meeting to order
2.	 Approve Minutes from 

the August 25 meeting
3.	 Treasurers Report
4.	 Recognition of visitors
5.	 Project Updates: Grove 

St Bridge, Wickre Channel, 
Avery Wetlands

6.	 Website management-
webmaster, meeting packet 

7.	 Interested parties email 
list consolidation- meeting noti-
fication

8.	 Consideration of monthly 
meetings with remote TEAMS 
attendance

9.	 Draft structure for online 
document repository-Tim

10.	Chapter 33 revision advi-
sory team-do we participate?

11.	 Announce next meeting 
date and time- tentative Octo-
ber 14,2026; may be cancelled 

12.	Adjourn.
*Additional agenda items 

may be added and will be 
posted on the BDLMD website, 
at City Hall and the Library no 
later than 24 hours in advance 
of the meeting. Board members 
maybe attending by electronic 
means. 

Alan Carlson
President

Published in the Cumberland 
Advocate on September 9, 2026. 

WNAXLP

NOTICE
Notice is hereby given 

that the Regular Monthly 
Meeting of the Cumberland 
School District Board of 
Education shall be held at 
6:00 p.m. for open session 
on Tuesday, September 15, 
2026, in the district office 
conference room.

1. Approve vouchers, re-
ceipts, and invoices.
2. Recognize delegates, 
visitors, and donations.
3. Consider approval of 
Emily Bristlin’s resignation 
as Assistant Boys’ Soccer 
Coach.
4. Consider employment of 
Nick McMillan as Assistant 
Boys’ Soccer Coach.
5. Consider approval of Da-
vid Olson as Assistant Girls’ 
Golf Coach.
6. Consider approval of 
Abbie Thill as High School 
Assistant Cross Country 
Coach.
7. Consider employment of 
Brandi Bahr as Special Edu-
cation Aide.
8. Hear discussion items 
and administrator reports.
9. Set meeting dates and 
events.
 A copy of the agenda is 
posted in the elementary 
school, middle school, high 
school, and administration 
building.

Jennifer Hyatt
Cumberland School 

District Clerk
Published in the Cumberland 

Advocate on September 9  2026 
WNAXLP

NOTICE-CHANGE OF HOURS

Effective September 20, 2026, the Barron County Public 
(Straw Pit-Town of Maple Plain) Rifle Range will be closed 
on Sundays until further notice.  The Owen Anderson (Ar-
land) Rifle Range will remain open on Sundays from 12:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

Public Rifle Range (Straw Pit – Town of Maple Plain) 
Range Hours

                      Sunday – Closed
                    Monday – Closed
                   Tuesday – Closed
                   Wednesday – Open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
                  Thursday - Open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
                  Friday - Open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
                  Saturday - Open 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

All Barron County Rifle Ranges are closed the Friday 
before the gun deer season through the muzzleloader 
season each year.    
 For additional information – https://www.barroncountywi.

gov/rifle_ranges
Wendy Coleman

Barron County Department of Administration
Published in the Cumberland Advocate on September 9, 2026.  WNAXLP
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A Few Pictures Of Renovated CHS!

Kraus-Anderson Completes Construction 
at Cumberland High School
Kraus-Anderson (KA) has 

completed construction at 
Cumberland High School 
located at 1010 8th Ave, 
in Cumberland, WI. The 
major referendum-backed 
building projects follows 
a $32.95 million bond ap-
proved by voters.
Designed by World Archi-

tects, the 91,600-square-
foot project included 
43,900 square feet of ad-
ditions and 47,700 square 
feet of remodeling. The 
two-story project features 
new classrooms, cafeteria, 
offices, locker rooms and 
an outdoor learner space, 
as well as an addition to the 
expanded commons area. 
Improvements also includ-
ed new HVAC and boilers.
The steel used in construc-

tion came from the local 
division of LeJeune Steel 
Company in Barronett, 
WI. In addition, several 
notable construction facts 
include: 268 tons of steel, 

44,450 bricks and 3.8 mil-
lion pounds (1,900 tons) 
of concrete were used, and 
144,000 of working hours 
were dedicated to the proj-
ect. 
Construction began in 

April of 2025.
The project presents 

years of planning, hard 
work, and community sup-
port. The newly completed 
high school provides our 
students and staff with 
modern, flexible learning 
spaces designed to support 
education and our students’ 
future success.
At the ribbon cutting cer-

emony held on Monday, 
August 31st, Cumberland 
Schools Superintendent 
Dr. Barry Rose stated that 
“this is a historic time not 
only for our school but our 
entire community, thank 
you for fulfilling the prom-
ise to our children and our 
community, we have a 
beautiful facility and I am 

overwhelmed with pride”. 
He went on to say “I extend 
my gratitude to the taxpay-
ers and community mem-
bers of this district, your 
votes and hard earned dol-
lars built these walls, it is 
because of you we are here 
tonight. I also want to thank 
our school board members 
for their courage to see this 
through, Kraus-Anderson 
Construction, Wold Archi-
tects and the construction 
crews who brought this vi-
sion to life ahead of sched-
ule, 16 months completed 
with an original estimate 
of 18-24 months. We are 
on time and on budget, we 
didn’t just build a structure, 
we built a building that re-
flects the needs of our cur-
rent and future learners. The 
building was designed to 
give our students the very 
best environment to suc-
ceed.


